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I am going to have more follow-up for 

Attorney General Bondi very quickly. 
As for today, if she doesn’t want to do 
the investigating, doesn’t want the 
DOJ to do it, let me just reinstate my 
original demand: Have that Treasury 
information given to the Senate Fi-
nance Committee and have us, on a bi-
partisan basis, do our work. That is 
what we do in important investiga-
tions. 

If the Trump people believe they 
need additional authority to carry out 
the requests that I make, again, this 
afternoon, let me offer to help them 
write the bill myself. The idea that 
there is nothing more to investigate— 
not when you have 4,000 wire transfers, 
many of them associated with the pos-
sibility of wrongdoing and sex traf-
ficking promoting—the idea that you 
have that and there is nothing to in-
vestigate when it comes to the Epstein 
sex trafficking operation is ridiculous. 

Pam Bondi was the attorney general 
in the State of Florida where a lot of 
the Epstein crimes were committed. 
The Attorney General ought to know 
better, of all people. 

I can’t begin to understand the Presi-
dent’s handling of this or why he 
thinks this is just going to go away. 
But I am here to say that our inves-
tigators have spent 3 full years looking 
into this. And the reason why is be-
cause we feel so strongly about the 
horror of sex trafficking and our com-
mitment to root it out. 

The President of the Senate is new to 
this body, but I am sure he has dealt 
with these issues before. You can’t 
have a much bigger horror in front of 
you than sex trafficking abuse. So we 
are talking about real evil—real evil— 
done to women and girls by Jeffrey Ep-
stein. And, Mr. President, nobody gets 
to sweep that under the rug. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Colorado. 
REMEMBERING JOHN STULP, JR. 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I rise 
today to remember the life of John 
Stulp, Jr., a son of Colorado’s Eastern 
Plains, Colorado’s first and only water 
czar, and the former commissioner of 
agriculture for our State. 

In his 45 extraordinary years of pub-
lic service, John was appointed by five 
Governors—of both parties—to two 
cabinet positions and six State boards 
and commissions. 

Governor Bill Ritter, who appointed 
John as commissioner of agriculture, 
said: 

If we had an award for the most univer-
sally loved cabinet member, it would be John 
Stulp. 

I agree. 
After graduating from Colorado 

State University with a degree in vet-
erinary science, John returned to 
Prowers County with his beloved wife 
Jane. Together, they ran Stulp Land 
and Livestock for 50 years, growing 
dryland wheat and raising cattle, while 
continuing to practice veterinary med-
icine. 

I was honored to spend time with him 
and learn from John, including a visit 
to the Stulp farm in 2013. 

Over the years, the Stulp family farm 
has welcomed Members of Congress, 
State legislators, commissioners, and 
school groups with open arms and 
warm hospitality. John always had 
something cold to drink when you were 
there. 

He was a farmer first, and of farming 
he said: 

You don’t farm because you want to; you 
do it because you have to. It’s in your blood. 

John was elected county commis-
sioner in deep-red Prowers County as a 
Democrat, which testifies precisely to 
the kind of leader he was—steady, will-
ing to work toward compromise, and 
always putting the needs of South-
eastern Colorado first. 

We could use his example around 
here. 

As a water czar under then-Governor 
Hickenlooper, he had the enormous 
task of creating a water plan for the 
next 50 years. Skeptical at first, John’s 
quiet and thoughtful approach brought 
rural and urban users to the table and 
helped forge compromise over some of 
the toughest issues that we face in the 
West and in Colorado. 

He knew that rural Colorado was 
counting on him, I would suspect, all of 
his life, but he was also thinking be-
yond himself and beyond his own back-
yard—about the next generation of 
Coloradans: his 5 kids and now 14 
grandkids and about what they would 
inherit. 

John leaves an incredible legacy in 
Colorado, not just with regard to the 
work he did to ensure that rural Colo-
rado was represented in the capital of 
Denver or in the expertise and counsel 
he gave to countless leaders but, I 
would say, most importantly to him, in 
his family. 

I send, on behalf of the people of Col-
orado, my condolences to the entire 
Stulp family—to John’s children, to his 
grandchildren, to his wife Jane. 

Colorado will feel his loss, and his 
leadership will be deeply missed. I 
think his example will testify to the 
standard every one of us should strive 
for of leadership in our States and in 
our communities and as members of 
our families. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

MORENO). The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NOMINATION OF ARIELLE ROTH 
Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I rise in 

support of the nomination of Arielle 
Roth to serve as Administrator of the 
National Telecommunications and In-
formation Administration, or NTIA. 

Having worked closely with Arielle, I 
can attest personally that there is no 

one better to lead the NTIA and to ad-
vise the President on telecommuni-
cations issues. As the telecommuni-
cations policy director to the Senate 
Commerce Committee, Arielle led my 
legislative and oversight efforts on 
communications and broadband policy 
with integrity, creativity, and dedica-
tion. I am not sure I have ever met 
someone as passionate about tele-
communications law and policy as 
Arielle. Her work ethic is indefati-
gable, only rivaled by her dedication to 
public service. President Trump’s ad-
ministration and the American people 
are blessed to be getting her talents in 
this new role. 

Arielle will play an integral role in 
the management of the Federal Gov-
ernment’s use of electromagnetic spec-
trum. She will work closely with Fed-
eral Agencies to protect critical uses of 
spectrum, whether for national de-
fense, weather forecasting, or transpor-
tation, while identifying opportunities 
to free up spectrum for commercial 
use. As I have stated before, American 
leadership in spectrum is vital to the 
security of global telecommunications 
networks, to our own national secu-
rity, and to our economic success. 

NTIA also plays a crucial role in ad-
ministering billions of dollars for Fed-
eral broadband programs, including the 
$42 billion BEAD program. President 
Trump and Secretary Lutnick have 
charted a new course from the prior ad-
ministration’s inaction and ideological 
hand-wringing. With Arielle at the 
helm of NTIA, I have no doubt that 
BEAD will succeed in its mission of 
connecting Americans to the internet 
as expeditiously and efficiently as pos-
sible. 

Arielle’s qualifications show that she 
is the right person for this job. Her 
telecommunications experience dates 
back to her time as a legal fellow at 
the Hudson Institute’s Center for Eco-
nomics of the Internet. Then, for 4 
years, Ms. Roth served at the Federal 
Communications Commission as the 
Wireline Advisor for then-Commis-
sioner Michael O’Rielly. She next 
turned to Congress, where she worked 
on telecommunications policy at the 
House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee and, later, as legislative counsel 
to our former colleague Senator Roy 
Blunt, a long-serving member of the 
Senate Commerce Committee. 

Arielle has been a tireless and expert 
advocate in defending and promoting 
key conservative values. She has con-
sistently fought to defend the tax-
payer, to defend free speech, with par-
ticular passion to defending kids on-
line. Arielle was key in delivering pol-
icy victories many said were impos-
sible. 

Simply put, her experience both in 
Congress and at the FCC makes her 
ideally suited to lead NTIA. Arielle 
will serve President Trump and Sec-
retary Lutnick well in their mission to 
advance government efficiency, eco-
nomic growth, and innovation. The 
American people will benefit enor-
mously from her service. 
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I strongly urge my colleagues to sup-

port Arielle Roth’s nomination to be 
NTIA Administrator. She was voted 
out of the Commerce Committee with 
bipartisan support, and my hope is that 
she will be confirmed on this floor with 
bipartisan support. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to start this vote 
early. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 263, 
Cristian M. Stevens, of Missouri, to be 
United States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Missouri. 

John Thune, Todd Young, Markwayne 
Mullin, John R. Curtis, Shelley Moore 
Capito, Ted Budd, Ashley B. Moody, 
Tommy Tuberville, Joni Ernst, John 
Barrasso, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Mike 
Rounds, Lindsey Graham, Pete 
Ricketts, Tim Sheehy, Roger F. 
Wicker, Ted Cruz. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the mandatory 
quorum call under rule XXII has been 
waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Cristian M. Stevens, of Missouri, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Missouri, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), 
the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), and 
the Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
TILLIS). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
TILLIS) would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Maine (Mr. KING), the 
Senator from California (Mr. SCHIFF), 
the Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs. 
SHAHEEN), and the Senator from Min-

nesota (Ms. SMITH) are necessarily ab-
sent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 49, 
nays 43, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 413 Ex.] 
YEAS—49 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Fischer 
Graham 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moreno 

Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—43 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Slotkin 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—8 

Cramer 
Ernst 
King 

Moran 
Schiff 
Shaheen 

Smith 
Tillis 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 49, the nays are 43, 
and the motion is agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Cristian M. Ste-
vens, of Missouri, to be United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Missouri. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 96, Aaron 
Lukas, of Arkansas, to be Principal Deputy 
Director of National Intelligence. 

John Thune, Ted Budd, Katie Boyd Britt, 
Todd Young, Roger Marshall, Tommy 
Tuberville, Deb Fischer, Shelley Moore 
Capito, John Barrasso, Tim Scott of 
South Carolina, Steve Daines, Marsha 
Blackburn, Eric Schmitt, Pete 
Ricketts, Mike Crapo, Cindy Hyde- 
Smith, Tim Sheehy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the mandatory 
quorum call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Aaron Lukas, of Arkansas, to be 
Principal Deputy Director of National 
Intelligence, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), 
the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), and 
the Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
TILLIS). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
TILLIS) would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS), 
the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), 
the Senator from New Mexico (Mr. 
HEINRICH), the Senator from Maine 
(Mr. KING), the Senator from California 
(Mr. SCHIFF), the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), and the 
Senator from Virginia (Mr. WARNER), 
are necessarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 49, 
nays 40, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 414 Ex.] 

YEAS—49 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Fischer 
Graham 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moreno 

Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—40 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Hickenlooper 

Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—11 

Coons 
Cramer 
Durbin 
Ernst 

Heinrich 
King 
Moran 
Schiff 

Shaheen 
Tillis 
Warner 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BUDD). On this vote, the yeas are 49, 
the nays are 40. The motion is agreed 
to. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 
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