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(8) Of the unobligated balances under the 

heading ‘‘Bilateral Economic Assistance— 
Funds Appropriated to the President—De-
mocracy Fund’’ made available by the Full- 
Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2025 
(division A of Public Law 119–4), $83,000,000 
are rescinded. 

(9) Of the unobligated balances under the 
heading ‘‘Bilateral Economic Assistance— 
Funds Appropriated to the President—Eco-
nomic Support Fund’’ made available by the 
Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2025 (division A of Public Law 119–4), 
$1,650,000,000 are rescinded: Provided, That 
none of the funds rescinded under this para-
graph shall be from the unobligated balances 
for assistance to Jordan, Egypt, or the Coun-
tering PRC Influence Fund. 

(10) Of the unobligated balances under the 
heading ‘‘Multilateral Assistance—Inter-
national Financial Institutions—Contribu-
tion to the Clean Technology Fund’’ made 
available by the Full-Year Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2025 (division A of Public 
Law 119–4), $125,000,000 are rescinded. 

(11) Of the unobligated balances under the 
heading ‘‘Multilateral Assistance—Funds 
Appropriated to the President—Inter-
national Organizations and Programs’’ made 
available by the Full-Year Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2025 (division A of Public 
Law 119–4), $436,920,000 are rescinded. 

(12) Of the unobligated balances under the 
heading ‘‘Bilateral Economic Assistance— 
Funds Appropriated to the President—Devel-
opment Assistance’’ made available by the 
Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2025 (division A of Public Law 119–4), 
$2,500,000,000 are rescinded: Provided, That 
none of the funds rescinded under this para-
graph shall be from the unobligated balances 
for Feed the Future Innovation Labs or the 
Countering PRC Influence Fund: Provided 
further, That none of the funds rescinded 
under this paragraph shall affect the admin-
istration of United States commodity-based 
food aid, including the Food for Peace pro-
gram and the McGovern-Dole International 
Food for Education and Child Nutrition Pro-
gram. 

(13) Of the unobligated balances under the 
heading ‘‘Bilateral Economic Assistance— 
Funds Appropriated to the President—As-
sistance for Europe, Eurasia and Central 
Asia’’ made available by the Full-Year Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2025 (division A 
of Public Law 119–4), $460,000,000 are re-
scinded. 

(14) Of the unobligated balances under the 
heading ‘‘Bilateral Economic Assistance— 
Funds Appropriated to the President—Inter-
national Disaster Assistance’’ made avail-
able by the Full-Year Continuing Appropria-
tions Act, 2025 (division A of Public Law 119– 
4), $496,000,000 are rescinded: Provided, That 
none of the funds rescinded shall affect the 
administration of United States commodity- 
based food aid, including the Food for Peace 
program and the McGovern-Dole Inter-
national Food for Education and Child Nutri-
tion Program. 

(15) Of the unobligated balances under the 
heading ‘‘United States Agency for Inter-
national Development—Funds Appropriated 
to the President—Operating Expenses’’ made 
available by the Full-Year Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2025 (division A of Public 
Law 119–4), $125,000,000 are rescinded. 

(16) Of the unobligated balances under the 
heading ‘‘Bilateral Economic Assistance— 
Funds Appropriated to the President—Tran-
sition Initiatives’’ made available by the 
Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2025 (division A of Public Law 119–4), 
$57,000,000 are rescinded. 

(17) Of the unobligated balances under the 
heading ‘‘Bilateral Economic Assistance— 
Independent Agencies—Inter-American 

Foundation’’ made available by the Full- 
Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2025 
(division A of Public Law 119–4), $27,000,000 
are rescinded. 

(18) Of the unobligated balances under the 
heading ‘‘Bilateral Economic Assistance— 
Independent Agencies—United States Afri-
can Development Foundation’’ made avail-
able by the Full-Year Continuing Appropria-
tions Act, 2025 (division A of Public Law 119– 
4), $22,000,000 are rescinded. 

(19) Of the unobligated balances under the 
heading ‘‘Related Programs—United States 
Institute of Peace’’ made available by the 
Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2025 (division A of Public Law 119–4), 
$15,000,000 are rescinded. 

(20)(A) Amounts made available for ‘‘Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting’’ for fiscal 
year 2026 by Public Law 118–47 are rescinded. 

(B) Amounts made available for ‘‘Corpora-
tion for Public Broadcasting’’ for fiscal year 
2027 by Public Law 119–4 are rescinded. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I have 
five requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 
The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-

trition, and Forestry is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, July 15, 2025, at 3:30 p.m., 
to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, July 15, 
2025, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, July 15, 2025, 
at 10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Select Committee on Intel-

ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
July 15, 2025, at 3 p.m., to conduct a 
closed business meeting. 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 

The Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations of the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
July 15, 2025, at 3 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the following 
interns from my office be granted floor 
privileges until July 16, 2025: Charles 
Roemer, Melissa Blomquist, Caroline 
Garrett, Mackenzie Connaughton, 
Lindsay Moore, Madeline Champagne, 
and Mary Quoyeser. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the following 
interns on the Committee on Agri-
culture be granted floor privileges 
through August 1, 2025: Amara Jack-
son, Jodi Robinson, Keeton Dassinger, 
Patrick Phillips, and Mary 
Eichenberger. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to grant floor privi-
leges to my intern for her shadow days 
on the following dates: Malia Perry for 
July 23, 2025. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF THE MONTH OF 
JUNE 2025 AS ‘‘NATIONAL POST- 
TRAUMATIC STRESS AWARE-
NESS MONTH’’ AND JUNE 27, 2025, 
AS ‘‘NATIONAL POST-TRAUMATIC 
STRESS AWARENESS DAY’’ 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to consideration of S. Res. 322, 
submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 322) expressing sup-

port for the designation of the month of 
June 2025 as ‘‘National Post-Traumatic 
Stress Awareness Month’’ and June 27, 2025, 
as ‘‘National Post-Traumatic Stress Aware-
ness Day’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 322) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

VA HOME LOAN PROGRAM 
REFORM ACT 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
H.R. 1815 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1815) to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to take certain actions in 
the case of a default on a home loan guaran-
teed by the Secretary, and for other pur-
poses. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 
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Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-

sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

Mr. THUNE. I know of no further de-
bate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate on the bill, the bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 1815) was passed. 
Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-

sent that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY 
16, 2025 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 10 a.m., Wednes-
day, July 16; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings 
be approved to date, the morning hour 
be deemed expired, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, morning business be closed, 
and the Senate resume consideration of 
Calendar No. 114, H.R. 4; finally, that 
all debate time be expired at 1:30 p.m. 
tomorrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask that it stand adjourned 
under the previous order following the 
remarks of my Democratic colleagues. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESCISSIONS ACT OF 2025 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wisconsin. 

H.R. 4 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, the re-
scissions package before us reduces ac-
cess to educational programming for 
children and locally produced public 
radio and television programming. It 
diminishes America’s global leadership 
while eliminating lifesaving aid from 
the world’s most vulnerable popu-
lations. 

I want to spend a minute on the im-
pact that this will have on public radio 
and television, including the dispropor-
tionate impact it will have on rural 
communities. 

One in four Wisconsinites lives in a 
rural community, and many rely on 
public broadcasting for local news, 
emergency alerts, and free educational 
programming, especially for children. 
Wisconsin Public Radio is the primary 
broadcast relay for Wisconsin’s Emer-

gency Alert System, including AMBER 
Alerts and lifesaving weather alerts 
like tornado and flash flood warnings. 
Look no further than the absolutely 
devastating news out of Texas. Access 
to high-quality information can truly 
be the difference between life and 
death. Access to local news from re-
porters and sources that community 
members trust is more important than 
ever. 

Stripping away this funding would 
also endanger local news that is al-
ready disappearing in so many Wis-
consin communities. In 2024—just last 
year—almost 20 percent of our local 
newspapers shut down in Wisconsin, ac-
cording to a study by Northwestern 
University. That same study found 
that Wisconsin’s northernmost county, 
Bayfield, had no local news sources at 
all while 22 counties across Wisconsin 
had just 1 local news source. 

That is where public radio plays a 
critical role in keeping Wisconsinites 
connected with their communities. 
Stations like WXPR in Rhinelander, 
WI, would be under threat if this pack-
age advances—one of the few news 
sources producing local reporting in 
Wisconsin’s Northwoods and Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula—or Radio Mil-
waukee, which, because of public fund-
ing, can broadcast local school board 
meetings for parents and families to 
stay in touch with what is happening 
in their communities. 

Without Federal support for public 
media, this critical information could 
disappear for Wisconsin families. This 
is what public broadcasting means for 
Wisconsinites, but it applies to all the 
States that we represent. That should 
be reason enough to oppose this bill on 
the substance of it. 

But the other reason is the extraor-
dinary process that is being used to 
make this change and the impact it 
would have on the ability of this body 
to perform its most basic functions. If 
passed, this bill would represent the 
first time this rescissions process 
would be used to pass completely par-
tisan rescissions, and in doing so, we 
would undo bipartisan agreements. 

That is why I oppose this bill, and I 
hope enough of my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle will choose to do 
so as well. 

The Senate passes bipartisan appro-
priations bills every year. They are 
hard, and they take months to nego-
tiate, and it doesn’t always work as 
well as it should. Senators on both 
sides of the aisle often discuss wanting 
to return to something we call regular 
order. We decry full-year continuing 
resolutions, or CRs, and government 
shutdowns. We say we want to bring 
appropriations bills to the floor. This 
isn’t a pipedream, and I reject the idea 
that the appropriations process can’t 
work anymore. More often than not, 
we pass appropriations bills within the 
first few months of the new fiscal 
year—not ideal but workable. We cer-
tainly need to work to make it better, 
and the full-year continuing resolution 

we find ourselves in right now is a 
prime example of its failing, but throw-
ing in the towel, as this bill does, 
would make it so much worse. 

I want to highlight one example of 
when the appropriations process 
worked how it should that is particu-
larly relevant in this exact moment. 

It was just a few years ago, in fiscal 
year 2019, that the Labor-Health and 
Human Services bill—not the easiest 
bill—passed the Senate and was signed 
into law prior to the start of the next 
fiscal year. At that time, the chairman 
of the Appropriations Committee, Sen-
ator Shelby, along with other Repub-
licans and in working with Democrats, 
vowed to return to regular order and 
committed to it. 

In May of 2018, President Trump sub-
mitted a rescissions package just like 
the one we are contending with today. 
Enough Republicans joined all of the 
Democrats in opposing it. It failed, and 
that was the end of it. 

Then, 3 months later, a combined De-
fense and Labor-Health and Human 
Services bill passed. It passed the Sen-
ate; it passed the House; and it was 
signed into law by President Trump on 
September 28—just days short of the 
expiration of fiscal year 2018. It wasn’t 
the only pair of bills. Several other ap-
propriations bills were enacted prior to 
October 1 also. 

My Republican colleagues knew then 
that passing partisan rescissions pack-
ages would make passing bipartisan ap-
propriations bills that much harder, if 
it would be possible at all. That is what 
we are debating today. The issue here 
is really simple: How can any minority 
party, Democrat or Republican, make 
concessions as part of these bipartisan 
appropriations negotiations if the ma-
jority just walks back those deals a few 
months later? 

The answer is, it can’t, and that is 
why we have never passed partisan re-
scissions packages like this before. 

Passing this rescissions package will 
also, very likely, mean that there will 
be more to come. In fact, OMB Director 
Russ Vought has said as much. Right 
now, the Department of Education is 
withholding $7 billion in funding that 
normally goes out at this time of year 
to the States for the upcoming school 
year to support afterschool programs, 
STEM education, school counselors, 
and smaller class sizes, among many 
other things. 

Will the administration put that 
funding in the next rescissions pack-
age? 

So, if we pass this bill, we would find 
ourselves right back here in a couple of 
months—with the President exerting 
his influence to pass another partisan 
rescissions package—or we can end this 
here, like we did in 2018, and deal with 
these issues where they should be dealt 
with and where they frequently are 
dealt with as part of the appropriations 
process. We can and should debate the 
issues raised in this rescissions pack-
age as part of the annual appropria-
tions process. We should mark up bills 
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