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construction projects, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1244 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from North Carolina 
(Mr. BUDD) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1244, a bill to amend the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to 
allow parents of eligible military de-
pendent children to establish Military 
Education Savings Accounts, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1394 
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1394, a bill to provide enhanced funding 
for family planning services. 

S. 1486 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1486, a bill to amend the 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to 
permanently prohibit the conduct of 
offshore drilling on the outer Conti-
nental Shelf in the Mid-Atlantic, South 
Atlantic, North Atlantic, and Straits 
of Florida planning areas. 

S. 1702 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1702, a bill to amend titles XVIII 
and XIX of the Social Security Act to 
provide for coverage of prescription 
digital therapeutics under such titles, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1847 
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 

of the Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. SCOTT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1847, a bill to amend the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 
1974 to clarify the treatment of certain 
association health plans as employers, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1926 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1926, a bill to encourage reduction 
of disposable plastic products in units 
of the National Park System, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2211 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) and the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2211, a bill to reauthor-
ize the Special Diabetes Program for 
Type 1 Diabetes and the Special Diabe-
tes Program for Indians. 

S. 2228 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 2228, a bill to amend the 
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to 
harmonize the definition of employee 
with the common law. 

S. 2254 
At the request of Mr. GALLEGO, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) was added as a 

cosponsor of S. 2254, a bill to codify the 
Federal Trade Commission’s negative 
option rule. 

S. 2272 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2272, a bill to provide ac-
cess to reliable, clean, and drinkable 
water on Tribal lands, and for other 
purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 6 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 6, a concurrent reso-
lution expressing the sense of Congress 
that tax-exempt fraternal benefit soci-
eties have historically provided and 
continue to provide critical benefits to 
the people and communities of the 
United States. 

S. RES. 240 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. Res. 240, a resolution 
affirming that diversity, equity, inclu-
sion, and accessibility are fundamental 
values of the United States and empha-
sizing the ongoing need to address dis-
crimination and inequality in the 
workplace, pre-K through 12th grade 
and higher education systems, govern-
ment programs, the military, and our 
society. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2425 
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 

names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Mary-
land (Ms. ALSOBROOKS) and the Senator 
from New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) 
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 2425 intended to be proposed 
to H.R. 1, a bill to provide for reconcili-
ation pursuant to title II of H. Con. 
Res. 14. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Ms. 
SMITH, and Mr. KING): 

S. 2294. A bill to reauthorize the Kay 
Hagan Tick Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today with my colleague from Min-
nesota Senator SMITH to introduce the 
Kay Hagan Tick Act Reauthorization. I 
would also like to recognize Senator 
KING, who is joining as an original co-
sponsor. Our bill is named after our 
colleague, former Senator Kay Hagan, 
who passed away in October 2019 due to 
complications from the tick-borne dis-
ease known as the Powassan virus. 
This bipartisan legislation will reau-
thorize Federal programs that provide 
local communities and States with re-
sources for prevention, early detection, 
and treatment of tick-borne and other 
vector-borne diseases. 

Tick-borne diseases like Lyme have 
become a significant public health con-
cern, with the incidence exploding over 

the past 20 years. The number of Amer-
icans with tick-borne diseases has been 
rising at an alarming rate. In 2003, 
Lyme disease infected around 30,000 
Americans. Last year, there were an 
estimated 500,000 cases, an increase of 
1,400 percent. In my Sate of Maine, we 
recorded a record 3,200 cases of Lyme 
disease in 2024, and experts predict a 
increase in tick populations this year 
after a winter that was not consist-
ently cold enough to reduce their num-
bers. 

Far too many Americans with Lyme 
disease experience a complex diag-
nostic odyssey that takes months or 
even years. One of my constituents, 
Adina Bercowicz from Yarmouth, 
shared with me her harrowing journey 
of diagnosis and treatment after a tick 
bite during her pregnancy. Prior to 
getting sick, Adina was working full- 
time and regularly attended yoga and 
martial arts classes, had an active so-
cial life, and traveled frequently for 
work. She then began to experience 
symptoms such as chronic fatigue, 
sharp joint pain, memory loss, cog-
nitive decline, and migraines. It took 
several doctors and dozens of tests for 
Adina to be diagnosed with late-stage, 
chronic Lyme disease, but at this 
point, her symptoms were debilitating. 
She still struggles with daily symp-
toms, but along with her husband Yan, 
has worked to found LymeTV, a non-
profit in Maine that seeks to raise 
awareness about Lyme disease. 

In addition to the physical and emo-
tional toll that Lyme disease can im-
pose, it also can be expensive. Medical 
costs of Lyme disease are estimated at 
$2 billion per year. When accounting 
for indirect medical costs, including in-
ability to work, in some cases, the an-
nual costs balloon to $75 billion per 
year. 

A correct and early diagnosis can re-
duce costs and improve the prognosis. 
We have a long way to go, but I am en-
couraged that we have made progress 
since the original Kay Hagan Tick Act 
was signed into law in 2019. For exam-
ple, a clinical trial for a Lyme disease 
vaccine for people is underway right 
now at the MaineHealth Institute for 
Research. Reauthorizing the Tick Act 
would allow crucial developments such 
as these to continue. 

The Tick Act uses a three-pronged 
approach to address Lyme and other 
tick and vector-borne diseases. First, it 
would require HHS to continue to im-
plement and update as appropriate its 
National Strategy for Vector-Borne 
Disease. This strategy was required by 
the original legislation and released in 
2024. I look forward to working with 
the Department to achieve its target of 
reducing the number of Lyme disease 
cases by 25 percent by 2035. 

Second, the Tick Act would reauthor-
ize the Regional Centers of Excellence 
in Vector-Borne Disease, which Con-
gress established in 2017 in response to 
Zika. Since then, tick-borne diseases 
have accounted for three in four vec-
tor-borne diseases in the U.S., and 
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these centers have led the scientific re-
sponse. Our legislation would reauthor-
ize funding for these centers for an-
other 5 years. 

Finally, the bill would reauthorize 
funding for CDC grants, awarded to 
State Health Departments, to improve 
data collection and analysis, support 
early detection and diagnosis, improve 
treatment, and raise awareness for vec-
tor-borne diseases. 

The Kay Hagan Tick Act takes a 
comprehensive approach to address 
tick-borne diseases. I urge all my col-
leagues to support this important leg-
islation. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 321—COM-
MEMORATING 30 YEARS OF DIP-
LOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES AND VIET-
NAM ON JULY 11, 2025 

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr. 
DAINES) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 321 

Whereas since the end the Vietnam War, 
hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese have 
resettled in the United States and built vi-
brant communities across the United States, 
which contribute to the rich diversity of our 
Nation; 

Whereas the joint efforts across the admin-
istrations of President Ronald Reagan and 
President George H. W. Bush to address ques-
tions surrounding United States service 
members missing in action (MIA) set the 
foundation for the normalization of bilateral 
relations between the United States and 
Vietnam; 

Whereas, between 1991 to 1993, the Select 
Committee on POW/MIA Affairs of the Sen-
ate conducted public hearings and issued an 
extensive report on the prisoner of war 
(POW) and MIA issue, helping to lay the do-
mestic political foundation for the break-
throughs in subsequent United States-Viet-
nam relations; 

Whereas the efforts to identify and return 
the remains of service members missing in 
action on both the United States and Viet-
namese sides, alongside unexploded ordnance 
removal, dioxin remediation, disability pro-
grams supporting survivors impacted by 
these war remnants, and efforts to continue 
public education on these topics, collectively 
built the foundation for ongoing war legacy 
programs in Southeast Asia, which are a 
vital component of the bilateral relationship 
between Vietnam and the United States; 

Whereas section 521 of the Foreign Rela-
tions Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 
and 1995 (Public Law 103–236) expressed the 
Senate’s support for the normalization of re-
lations with Vietnam and sent an important 
political signal to the Executive branch on 
moving ahead with diplomatic normaliza-
tion; 

Whereas on February 4, 1994, U.S. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton lifted of the trade embargo 
in place since the end of the Vietnam War, in 
turn paving the way to the announcement of 
a normalization of relations between the 
United States and Vietnam on July 11, 1995; 

Whereas significant progress has been 
made in the bilateral relationship since the 
normalization of diplomatic relations be-
tween the United States and Vietnam, lead-

ing to significant cooperation between the 
government and peoples of the United States 
and Vietnam in an array of areas, extending 
to political, economic, and cultural ties; 

Whereas in January of 2001, Congress 
passed the bipartisan Vietnam Education 
Foundation Act of 2000 (title II of division B 
of Public Law 106–554) to promote reconcili-
ation between the United States and Viet-
nam through an international exchange pro-
gram between the 2 countries, which allowed 
Vietnamese nationals to pursue advanced 
studies in the United States and United 
States citizens to teach in the fields of 
science, mathematics, medicine, and tech-
nology in Vietnam; 

Whereas in September and October of 2001, 
respectively, the House of Representatives 
and the Senate approved measures to imple-
ment a bilateral trade agreement negotiated 
during the Presidency of Bill Clinton, which 
was subsequently signed into law by Presi-
dent George W. Bush on October 3, 2001; 

Whereas in December 2006, Congress grant-
ed permanent normal trade relations status 
to Vietnam under title IV of division D of 
the Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 2006 
(Public Law 109–432); 

Whereas on July 25, 2013, President Barack 
Obama and Vietnam President Truong Tan 
Sang agreed to establish a comprehensive 
partnership between Vietnam and the United 
States based on the principles of respect for 
the United Nations Charter, international 
law, respect for political institutions, inde-
pendence and sovereignty, and each other’s 
territorial integrity; 

Whereas on May 23, 2016, President Barack 
Obama announced the removal of remaining 
United States restrictions on the sale of le-
thal weapons and related services to Viet-
nam, a move that followed President George 
W. Bush’s 2007 decision to permit case-by- 
case sales of nonlethal defense items and de-
fense services and President Obama’s 2014 de-
cision to partially ease United States re-
strictions on the transfer of lethal weapons 
and articles to Vietnam; 

Whereas President Donald Trump became 
the first United States President to visit 
Vietnam twice in one presidential term, in-
cluding a November 2017 state visit during 
which President Trump and Vietnamese 
President Tran Dai Quang— 

(1) concluded a new Three Year Plan of Ac-
tion for Defense Cooperation to increase bi-
lateral naval activities; 

(2) agreed on the first visit of the United 
States aircraft carrier to Vietnam in 2018; 

(3) celebrated the conclusion of a joint ef-
fort to clean dioxin-contaminated soil and 
sediment in Da Nang, Vietnam; 

(4) welcomed the United States commit-
ment to contribute to remediation efforts at 
Bien Hoa Airport; and 

(5) took significant steps forward with an 
increase in direct investment in Vietnam 
with an emphasis on energy cooperation; 

Whereas on September 10, 2023, President 
Joe Biden and General Secretary Nguyen 
Phú Trong issued a Joint Communiqué 
that— 

(1) officially upgraded the bilateral rela-
tionship to the level of Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership; 

(2) recognized considerable progress made 
in the bilateral relationship in a short 10- 
year period; and 

(3) underscored the fundamental principles 
guiding United States–Vietnam relations, in-
cluding respect for the United Nations Char-
ter, international law, and respect for each 
other’s independence, sovereignty, and terri-
torial integrity; 

Whereas the United States and Vietnam 
have formed a partnership in promoting 
peace, cooperation, prosperity, and security 
in the Indo-Pacific region, including by— 

(1) recognizing the strategic importance of 
free and open access to the South China Sea; 
and 

(2) continuing programs by initiated dur-
ing the administrations of President Obama, 
President Trump, and President Biden to 
help Vietnam enhance its maritime capabili-
ties; 

Whereas, throughout these positive devel-
opments, Congress has consistently offered 
strong bipartisan support to the continu-
ation and eventual completion of war legacy 
programs in Vietnam as the basis on which 
the bilateral relationship was established 30 
years ago; 

Whereas the United States and Vietnam 
will continue to deepen cooperation in a 
wide range of areas, including political and 
diplomatic relations, economic trade and in-
vestment, science and technology, education 
and health, cultural and people-to-people 
ties, defense and security, regional and glob-
al issues, and the promotion and protection 
of human rights, to ensure the interests of 
the people in the United States and in Viet-
nam and to contribute to peace, stability, 
cooperation, and prosperity around the 
world: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes— 
(A) the significance of the 30th anniversary 

of normalization of the bilateral relationship 
between the United States and Vietnam; and 

(B) the strong and enduring relationship 
built by United States and Vietnam based on 
mutual respect, trust, and a shared commit-
ment to peace and prosperity; 

(2) honors the contributions of Vietnamese 
Americans to the United States during the 
past 50 years, including— 

(A) their tireless commitment to strength-
ening ties among different communities, sec-
tors, businesses, youths, and people’s organi-
zations between the United States and Viet-
nam; and 

(B) facilitating reconciliation and eco-
nomic prosperity between the 2 countries; 

(3) honors— 
(A) the service of members of the United 

States Armed Forces who fought in Vietnam, 
including those who gave their lives in the 
conflict; and 

(B) United States veteran-led initiatives 
established and dedicated to engaging in rec-
onciliation efforts with the Vietnamese peo-
ple; 

(4) expresses the commitment of the 
United States to the sustained continuation 
of funding and operational support to war 
legacy programs in Vietnam foundational to 
the bilateral relationship, including— 

(A) dioxin remediation at Bien Hoa Air-
port; 

(B) unexploded ordnance removal; 
(C) support for persons with disabilities; 
(D) capacity building in provincial and na-

tional efforts on mine action; and 
(E) accounting for Vietnamese missing and 

fallen soldiers from the war; 
(5) acknowledges the significant progress 

in various areas of cooperation, including po-
litical and diplomatic relations, trade and 
economic ties, defense and security, and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges; 

(6) reaffirms the commitment of the 
United States to sustaining and building on 
the partnership officially established in the 
U.S.-Vietnam Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership in September 2023, underscored by 
the fundamental principles guiding the bilat-
eral relationship, including respect for the 
United Nations Charter, international law, 
and respect for each other’s independence, 
sovereignty, and territorial integrity; and 

(7) expresses— 
(A) the determination of the United States 

to continue strengthening cooperation 
across sectors; and 
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