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Sanders Van Hollen
NOT VOTING—1
McCormick

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

The majority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 260.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Joshua M. Di-
vine, of Missouri, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern and
Western Districts of Missouri.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 260, Joshua
M. Divine, of Missouri, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern and Western
Districts of Missouri.

John Thune, Todd Young, Markwayne
Mullin, John R. Curtis, Shelley Moore
Capito, Ted Budd, Ashley B. Moody,
Tommy Tuberville, Joni Ernst, John

Barrasso, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Mike
Rounds, Lindsey Graham, Pete
Ricketts, Tim Sheehy, Roger F.

Wicker, Ted Cruz.
——

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 263.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Cristian M. Ste-
vens, of Missouri, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District
of Missouri.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

The

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 263,
Cristian M. Stevens, of Missouri, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Missouri.

John Thune, Todd Young, Markwayne
Mullin, John R. Curtis, Shelley Moore
Capito, Ted Budd, Ashley B. Moody,
Tommy Tuberville, Joni Ernst, John

Barrasso, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Mike
Rounds, Lindsey Graham, Pete
Ricketts, Tim Sheehy, Roger F.

Wicker, Ted Cruz.
——

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 96.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Aaron Lukas,
of Arkansas, to be Principal Deputy Di-
rector of National Intelligence.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

The
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CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 96, Aaron
Lukas, of Arkansas, to be Principal Deputy
Director of National Intelligence.

John Thune, Ted Budd, Katie Boyd Britt,
Todd Young, Roger Marshall, Tommy
Tuberville, Deb Fischer, Shelley Moore
Capito, John Barrasso, Tim Scott of
South Carolina, Steve Daines, Marsha

Blackburn, Eric Schmitt, Pete
Ricketts, Mike Crapo, Cindy Hyde-
Smith, Tim Sheehy.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

————————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 108.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Bradley Han-
sell, of Virginia, to be Under Secretary
of Defense for Intelligence and Secu-
rity.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 108, Brad-
ley Hansell, of Virginia, to be Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Intelligence and Secu-
rity.

John Thune, Todd Young, Markwayne
Mullin, John R. Curtis, Shelley Moore
Capito, Ted Budd, Ashley B. Moody,
Tommy Tuberville, Joni Ernst, John

Barrasso, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Mike
Rounds, Lindsey Graham, Pete
Ricketts, Tim Sheehy, Roger F.

Wicker, Ted Cruz.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 91.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Arielle Roth, of
the District of Columbia, to be Assist-
ant Secretary of Commerce for Com-
munications and Information.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant bill clerk read as
follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 91, Arielle
Roth, of the District of Columbia, to be As-
sistant Secretary of Commerce for Commu-
nications and Information.

John Thune, Bernie Moreno, Lindsey
Graham, Tommy Tuberville, Steve
Daines, Marsha Blackburn, Joni Ernst,
James Lankford, John Barrasso, Cindy
Hyde-Smith, Shelley Moore Capito,
John R. Curtis, Tim Scott of South
Carolina, Roger Marshall, Mike
Rounds, John Boozman, Pete Ricketts.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 114.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of John Hurley, of
California, to be Under Secretary for
Terrorism and Financial Crimes.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:
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CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 114, John
Hurley, of California, to be Under Secretary
for Terrorism and Financial Crimes.

John Thune, John R. Curtis, Tommy
Tuberville, Bernie Moreno, Tim
Sheehy, Marsha Blackburn, Joni Ernst,
Chuck Grassley, Bill Hagerty, Cindy
Hyde-Smith, James E. Risch, Pete
Ricketts, Steve Daines, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Mike Rounds, Rick Scott of Flor-
ida, Jim Justice.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

RESCISSIONS ACT OF 2025—MOTION
TO DISCHARGE

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, in ac-
cordance with title X of the Congres-
sional Budget and Impoundment Con-
trol Act of 1974, I have a discharge peti-
tion at the desk and move that the
Senate Committees on Appropriations
and Budget be discharged from further
consideration of H.R. 4.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion is pending.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that time until 8
p.m., today, be equally divided between
the two leaders or their designees and
that, at 8 p.m., the Senate vote on the
motion to discharge H.R. 4.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Washington.

RESCISSIONS

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, 2
weeks ago, Republicans passed the
most expensive bill in the history of
the Senate. Why? To cut taxes for bil-
lionaires and, at the same time, to cut
Medicaid and SNAP for needy families.

But now Republicans are pretending
they are concerned about the debt—so
concerned that they need to shut down
local radio stations, so concerned that
they are going to cut off ‘‘Sesame
Street.”” They are so concerned that
they want to whack away at our global
credibility and slash humanitarian aid
in the process.

The idea that this is about balancing
the debt is laughable. You could cut
every dollar ever spent on the Corpora-
tion for Public Broadcasting since it
was created and it would not cover the
cost of the bill that the Republicans
just jammed through. You could cut
every dollar we have spent on foreign
aid since World War II and that total
would still fall short compared to the
cost of the Republican tax cuts. Or how
about this? If Republicans cut the
amount in this rescissions bill every
single day for a year, it still would not
equal their tax cuts to help rich do-
nors.

July 15, 2025

So I hope I have made the point.
Let’s stop pretending this move is
about the debt, and let’s stop pre-
tending there is no alternative to pass-
ing a partisan rescissions package that
cuts bipartisan funding, because I have
declared, over and over, there is an al-
ternative, which is to do what we al-
ways do and discuss rescissions as part
of our annual funding bills instead of
doing Trump’s bidding.

Let’s talk about what is at stake
here, starting with the damage that
these cuts would do to our commu-
nities by cutting rural areas off from
local news and emergency alerts and
ending high-quality kids’ program-
ming. If Republicans pass this package
they are offering, they are going to
slash funding for over 1,500 local news
stations nationwide. These are stations
that provide an enormous community
service, especially in rural areas and in
our Tribal communities. They cover
stories that matter to families but that
often get overlooked by national news.
These stations and this funding reach
98 percent of all Americans, and let’s
not forget they also deliver local emer-
gency alerts. Some of these local radio
stations are a genuine lifeline for com-
munities when disaster strikes.

Who among us thinks our commu-
nities should have less warning when
there is an emergency?—because that
is what voting for this package means.

It also means cutting off funding for
high-quality kids’ programming. There
is a reason shows like ‘“‘Sesame Street”
are beloved by kids and parents. It is
not just entertaining, it gets our kids
thinking; it teaches them about math
and spelling and caring and kindness. If
Republicans let shows like this get
canceled, they are going to open up the
floodgates to a wave of what I call
brain-rot TV that is engineered to keep
our kids watching.

To my colleagues who think they
have short-term temporary fixes to re-
duce cuts to one or two public radio
stations or television stations in their
States, that will not solve the problem.

And what do you say to those 120
rural stations that will lose 25 percent
or more of their funding? What do you
say to the dozens of rural stations that
will shut down because of this bill and
cut off local news, educational pro-
gramming, and lifesaving services to
the rural communities that we serve?

Let’s not forget: The other cuts in
this bill would seriously undercut our
credibility on the world stage.

I thought American leadership was
worth investing in; and when we voted
for those funds, so did Republicans. Did
Republicans forget why we thought
that was important when we voted for
them? Did Republicans forget that out-
breaks spread if we don’t help stop
them? Did they forget that humani-
tarian assistance doesn’t just prevent
death, but it prevents chaos and con-
flict and keeps our American troops
out of harm’s way? Did they forget
that these investments bring business
to our American companies, and they
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