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So in this document, we are going to
remove $135 million from the World
Health Organization, and from the U.N.
Human Rights Council, $8 million. The
reason to do this? They support dic-
tators, they support repressive re-
gimes, and they are demonizing our
ally Israel.

These are wise decisions to be made
about how we spend their money. And
do you know what? It is common sense.
As I have had Tennesseans say to me,
it is about time that we start to make
these reductions. We know that Ten-
nesseans support these cuts. The Amer-
ican people support these cuts.

This is about fiscal responsibility. It
is about thinking about our kids and
our grandkids and what kind of coun-
try they are going to inherit. What are
we going to leave for them?

You know, running up this kind of
debt—I think it is so important to re-
member what Admiral Mullen, who was
then Chief of Staff over at the Pen-
tagon, said in July of 2010.

He was asked: What keeps you up at
night? What do you think is the big-
gest threat?

His reply to that reporter—signifi-
cant—he said: The greatest threat to
our freedom is our Nation’s debt.

It is time for us to stop the out-of-
control spending. It is time for us to
begin to turn this around and reduce
what the Federal Government spends.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, all Amer-
icans can take great pride in our Na-
tion’s generosity that has saved mil-
lions of people around the world from
starvation and disease, and our govern-
ment Agencies coordinating aid efforts
should be eager to share details about
how their use of taxpayer money
makes the world a better place. Yet,
over the past decade, USAID repeat-
edly rebuffed my request for informa-
tion, using intimidation and shell
games to hide where money is going,
how it is being spent, and why.

As a result of my oversight, I learned
that the U.S. Agency for International
Development, or USAID, is a rogue bu-
reaucracy operating with little ac-
countability and even sometimes at
odds with our Nation’s best interests.

What warranted such secrecy and
stonewalling? Here is just some of
USAID’s questionable spending that I
uncovered: Money intended to alleviate
economic distress in war-torn Ukraine
was spent sending models and designers
on junkets to New York City and fash-
ion weeks in Paris and London at a
cost of more than $203,000, $148,000 went
to a pickle maker, a dog collar manu-
facturer fetched $300,000, and a custom

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

carpet manufacturer collected $2 mil-
lion.

Elsewhere, $20 million was awarded
to Sesame Workshop, which produces
“‘Sesame Street,” to create content for
Iraq. Two million dollars went toward
promoting—get this, folks—promoting
tourism to Lebanon—a nation that our
very own State Department warns
against traveling to due to the risks of
terrorism and kidnapping.

Yes, folks, 2 million bucks for tour-
ism to Lebanon when we are saying:
Don’t travel there.

Also, $67,000 was spent to feed edible
insects to children in Madagascar, and
over $800,000 was sent to China’s noto-
rious Wuhan Institute of Virology to
collect coronaviruses.

What exactly was our International
Development Agency developing at
China’s Wuhan Institute of Virology?
Well, if the CIA, the FBI, and other ex-
perts are correct that the COVID virus
likely originated from a 1lab leak,
USAID may have had a hand in a once-
in-a-century pandemic that claimed
the lives of millions.

There is no shortage of other ques-
tionable USAID projects, but President
Trump is putting an end to this deep
state operation.

The foreign assistance programs that
do advance American interests are now
being administered under the watchful
eye of Secretary Marco Rubio. This in-
cludes projects previously supported by
USAID that were caring for orphans
and people living with HIV.

Imagine how much more good work
like this could be done with the dollars
that instead financed fashion shows,
supported ‘‘Sesame Street’” programs
in Iraq, or ended up at China’s Wuhan
Institute.

Overseas projects without merit are
being ended, and the tax dollars that
were paying for them will be refunded
if the Senate passes the rescissions bill.

It also cancels taxpayers’ subsidies to
public broadcasting. Too often, these
programs are partisan propaganda. And
you don’t have to take my word for it.
A National Public Radio senior editor
recently confessed, and I will quote
this editor’s words, not mine:

It’s true NPR has always had a liberal
bent.

He admits the organization has
zero—zero—Republicans in editorial
positions. Come on, folks, even CNN
has Scott Jennings to roast the loony
liberal lunatics on that failing net-
work.

NPR has the right to say whatever
the heck they want, but they don’t
have a right to force hard-working
Americans to pay for their political
propaganda being masked as a public
service.

Defunding this nonsense is causing a
lot of squealing from the big spenders
around here. Washington insiders are
more upset at this effort to stop waste-
ful spending than at the misuse of tax-
payer dollars. In fact, saving tax
money is such a crazy concept in Wash-
ington that Democrats are threatening
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to shut down the entire government if
this bill passes. It says a lot about the
other side’s priorities when they are
willing to take hostage funding for vet-
erans and senior citizens to prevent $9
billion in unnecessary waste, fraud,
and abuse from being trimmed from
our $7 trillion annual budget. The in-
terest that we are paying on our debt
alone is costing nearly $3 billion every
single day—every day.

If we are ever going to get serious
about our debt crisis, Congress needs to
pass a rescissions bill like this every
single week—every week.

Folks, the simple truth is, if you
can’t find waste in Washington, it is
because you simply are not looking.
With our national debt now exceeding
$37 trillion, the real question we should
be asking isn’t why is government
spending now being scrutinized, but,
rather, why did it take so long?

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-
TIS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

VOTE ON EDLOW NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Edlow nomination?

Mr. SCHATZ. 1 ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ator is necessarily absent: the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. MCCORMICK).

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 390 Ex.]

YEAS—52

Banks Graham Mullin
Barrasso Grassley Murkowski
Blackburn Hagerty Paul
Boozman Hawley Ricketts
Britt Hoeven Risch
Budd Husted Rounds
Capito Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Cassidy Johnson
Collins Justice gcott (FL)

cott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Sheehy
Cotton Lankford .
Cramer Lee Sullivan
Crapo Lummis Thune
Cruz Marshall Tillis
Curtis McConnell Tuberville
Daines Moody Wicker
Ernst Moran Young
Fischer Moreno

NAYS—47

Alsobrooks Duckworth Kaine
Baldwin Durbin Kelly
Bennet Fetterman Kim
Blumenthal Gallego King
Blunt Rochester  Gillibrand Klobuchar
Booker Hassan Lujan
Cantwell Heinrich Markey
Coons Hickenlooper Merkley
Cortez Masto Hirono Murphy



July 15, 2025

Murray Schatz Warner
Ossoff Schiff Warnock
Padilla Schumer Warren
Peters Shaheen Welch
Reed Slotkin Whitehouse
Rosen Smith Wyden
Sanders Van Hollen
NOT VOTING—1
McCormick

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

The majority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 260.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Joshua M. Di-
vine, of Missouri, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern and
Western Districts of Missouri.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 260, Joshua
M. Divine, of Missouri, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern and Western
Districts of Missouri.

John Thune, Todd Young, Markwayne
Mullin, John R. Curtis, Shelley Moore
Capito, Ted Budd, Ashley B. Moody,
Tommy Tuberville, Joni Ernst, John

Barrasso, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Mike
Rounds, Lindsey Graham, Pete
Ricketts, Tim Sheehy, Roger F.

Wicker, Ted Cruz.
——

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 263.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Cristian M. Ste-
vens, of Missouri, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District
of Missouri.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

The

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 263,
Cristian M. Stevens, of Missouri, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Missouri.

John Thune, Todd Young, Markwayne
Mullin, John R. Curtis, Shelley Moore
Capito, Ted Budd, Ashley B. Moody,
Tommy Tuberville, Joni Ernst, John

Barrasso, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Mike
Rounds, Lindsey Graham, Pete
Ricketts, Tim Sheehy, Roger F.

Wicker, Ted Cruz.
——

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 96.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Aaron Lukas,
of Arkansas, to be Principal Deputy Di-
rector of National Intelligence.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

The
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CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 96, Aaron
Lukas, of Arkansas, to be Principal Deputy
Director of National Intelligence.

John Thune, Ted Budd, Katie Boyd Britt,
Todd Young, Roger Marshall, Tommy
Tuberville, Deb Fischer, Shelley Moore
Capito, John Barrasso, Tim Scott of
South Carolina, Steve Daines, Marsha

Blackburn, Eric Schmitt, Pete
Ricketts, Mike Crapo, Cindy Hyde-
Smith, Tim Sheehy.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

————————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 108.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Bradley Han-
sell, of Virginia, to be Under Secretary
of Defense for Intelligence and Secu-
rity.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 108, Brad-
ley Hansell, of Virginia, to be Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Intelligence and Secu-
rity.

John Thune, Todd Young, Markwayne
Mullin, John R. Curtis, Shelley Moore
Capito, Ted Budd, Ashley B. Moody,
Tommy Tuberville, Joni Ernst, John

Barrasso, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Mike
Rounds, Lindsey Graham, Pete
Ricketts, Tim Sheehy, Roger F.

Wicker, Ted Cruz.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.
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