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(B) Yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares). 
(C) Bluefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus). 
(6) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Under 

Secretary’’ means the Under Secretary of 
Commerce for Standards and Technology and 
the Director of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology. 

(b) STANDARD METHODOLOGY FOR IDENTI-
FICATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Key agency leadership 
shall, in accordance with this section, joint-
ly develop a standard methodology, based on 
chemical analysis, for identifying the coun-
try of origin of seafood to support enforce-
ment against illegal, unreported, and un-
regulated fishing. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Key agency leadership 
shall ensure that the methodology developed 
under this subsection— 

(A) is consistent with the needs of Federal 
and State law enforcement agencies in com-
bating illegal, unreported, and unregulated 
fishing; 

(B) minimizes processing time; 
(C) involves the use of a field kit that can 

be easily carried by one individual; and 
(D) to the extent practicable, can be used 

to test prepared food, including raw prepara-
tions of seafood such as ceviche, sashimi, 
sushi, and poke. 

(3) INITIAL SPECIES FOR IDENTIFICATION.—In 
developing the methodology under this sub-
section, key agency leadership shall conduct 
pilot studies on red snapper, as an example 
of a stationary stock, and tuna, as an exam-
ple of a highly migratory stock. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Under Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report that 
includes the following: 

(1) A summary of the methodology devel-
oped under subsection (b). 

(2) A plan for operationalizing the method-
ology developed under subsection (b). 

(3) In the event that any aspect of the 
methodology developed under subsection (b) 
is impracticable, an explanation of why, 
whether additional research would make de-
veloping such a methodology practicable, 
and whether a different approach other than 
chemical analysis might be practicable. 

SEC. 3. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR IUU FISH-
ING ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense 
is authorized to, in coordination with the 
United States Coast Guard, expend funds ap-
propriated for the Department of Defense for 
operation and maintenance to provide mari-
time technical assistance to maritime forces 
from other nations in efforts to combat ille-
gal, unreported, or unregulated fishing (com-
monly known as ‘‘IUU fishing’’) and other 
transnational organized crime. Such tech-
nical assistance may include providing ob-
servers, shipriders, and specialized personnel 
to deploy with such maritime forces, in addi-
tion to remote sensing, analysis of data, and 
operational intelligence, as appropriate and 
consistent with United States law and pol-
icy. 

(b) APPLICATION OF AUTHORITY.—The au-
thority provided under subsection (a) shall 
apply to the use of the United States Coast 
Guard members deployed to and operating 
aboard Department of Defense, partner na-
tion, or international partner platforms, as 
well as partner nation personnel operating 
aboard United States military and Coast 
Guard assets or international partner ves-
sels, as appropriate. 

COMMEMORATING THE 90TH 
BIRTHDAY OF HIS HOLINESS 
THE 14TH DALAI LAMA ON JULY 
6, 2025, AS ‘‘A DAY OF COMPAS-
SION’’ 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged 
from further consideration and the 
Senate now proceed to S. Res. 283. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 283) commemorating 
the 90th birthday of His Holiness the 14th 
Dalai Lama on July 6, 2025, as ‘‘A Day of 
Compassion’’ and expressing support for the 
human rights and distinct religious, cul-
tural, linguistic, and historical identity of 
the Tibetan people. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Merkley 
amendment, at the desk, to the resolu-
tion be agreed to; that the resolution, 
as amended, be agreed to; that the pre-
amble be agreed to; and that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 2852) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: To improve the resolution.) 
In the matter following the resolving 

clause, strike paragraph (3) and insert the 
following: 

(3) affirms the Tibetan people’s inter-
nationally recognized human rights and fun-
damental freedoms, including their right to 
exercise regional autonomy and to protect 
the distinct religious, cultural, linguistic, 
and historical identity of the Tibetan people; 

The resolution (S. Res. 283), as 
amended, was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, as amended, with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. RES. 283 

Whereas July 6, 2025, marks the 90th birth-
day of His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama; 

Whereas the 14th Dalai Lama was born in 
northeastern Tibet in 1935, was enthroned as 
the 14th incarnation in 1940, and was called 
upon to assume temporal leadership of Tibet 
in 1950 in response to a tumultuous time as 
the newly established People’s Republic of 
China sent its military to seize control of 
Tibet; 

Whereas the leader of the People’s Repub-
lic of China, Mao Zedong, assured the Dalai 
Lama that ‘‘the Tibetan people have the 
right of exercising national regional auton-
omy’’ under Chinese rule and conveyed to 
the Dalai Lama that Tibet’s distinct reli-
gious and cultural traditions would be re-
spected, as reflected in the Seventeen Point 
Agreement of 1951; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China, led by the Chinese Com-
munist Party, steadily eroded the Tibetan 
autonomy to which it committed in the Sev-
enteen Point Agreement through repressive 
political and military actions, leading to 
tension, resistance, and ultimately the Dalai 
Lama’s exile in 1959; 

Whereas, in March 1959, the Dalai Lama 
fled Tibet after Chinese Communist forces 

began shelling Lhasa and has since been re-
siding in India, along with tens of thousands 
of Tibetan refugees; 

Whereas, for more than 7 decades, His Holi-
ness the 14th Dalai Lama has significantly 
advanced greater understanding, tolerance, 
harmony, and respect among the religious 
faiths of the world; 

Whereas the Dalai Lama has led the effort 
to preserve the rich and distinct cultural, re-
ligious, historical, and linguistic heritage of 
the people of Tibet while working to safe-
guard other endangered cultures throughout 
the world; 

Whereas the Dalai Lama has been gravely 
concerned by the degraded state of the envi-
ronment of Tibet and the unchecked exploi-
tation of the natural resources of Tibet, in-
cluding fresh water, because they have im-
plications not only for Tibetans, but also for 
the whole of Asia; 

Whereas, beginning in 1979, the Dalai Lama 
has visited various parts of the United 
States and subsequently gained the admira-
tion of all levels of society in the United 
States; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
have consistently expressed their apprecia-
tion for the culture and religion of Tibetan 
Buddhists, including through their support 
of its preservation, and political and diplo-
matic support for the Dalai Lama in his ca-
pacity as a spiritual leader; 

Whereas there is strong bipartisan support 
from successive Congresses and Administra-
tions for the Dalai Lama’s vision for Tibet 
and the world and for a negotiated resolution 
that leads to meaningful autonomy for Ti-
betans that ensures they are able to freely 
practice their religion, culture, and lan-
guage; 

Whereas, on October 17, 2007, Congress 
awarded the Congressional Gold Medal to the 
Dalai Lama, finding in the Fourteenth Dalai 
Lama Congressional Gold Medal Act (Public 
Law 109–287; 120 Stat. 1231) that he is recog-
nized around the world as ‘‘a leading figure 
of moral and religious authority’’ and is ‘‘the 
unrivaled spiritual and cultural leader of the 
Tibetan people’’; 

Whereas, wherever followers of Tibetan 
Buddhism reside, including Tibet, the United 
States, Bhutan, India, Mongolia, Nepal, the 
Russian Federation, and other countries 
around the world, those followers look to the 
Dalai Lama for religious leadership and spir-
itual guidance; 

Whereas the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights holds that ‘‘[e]veryone has 
the right to freedom of thought, conscience 
and religion,’’ including the freedom to 
change religion or belief and to practice it in 
private or public; 

Whereas at least 159 Tibetans in Tibet are 
known to have self-immolated, with state-
ments or records left by many of them call-
ing for freedom for Tibet and the return of 
the Dalai Lama; 

Whereas, in 1991, section 355 of the Foreign 
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 
1992 and 1993 (Public Law 102–138; 105 Stat. 
713) expressed the sense of Congress that 
Tibet ‘‘is an occupied country under the es-
tablished principles of international law’’ 
and that ‘‘Tibet’s true representatives are 
the Dalai Lama and the Tibetan government 
in exile as recognized by the Tibetan peo-
ple’’; 

Whereas, in 1961, with the support of the 
United States, United Nations General As-
sembly Resolution 1723 called for ‘‘the ces-
sation of practices which deprive the Tibetan 
people of their fundamental human rights 
and freedoms, including their right to self- 
determination’’; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China has interfered in the iden-
tification and installation of reincarnated 
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leaders of Tibetan Buddhism as part of its ef-
forts to maintain control over Tibet, includ-
ing, in 1995, arbitrarily detaining the then- 
recently identified 11th Panchen Lama, 
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, then a 6-year-old 
boy, and installing China’s own candidate, 
Gyaltsen Norbu, as Panchen Lama; 

Whereas, in 2011, the 14th Dalai Lama de-
clared that the responsibility for identifying 
a future 15th Dalai Lama will ‘‘primarily 
rest’’ with officials of Gaden Phodrang, the 
Dalai Lama’s office, and that ‘‘apart from 
the reincarnation recognized through such 
legitimate methods, no recognition or ac-
ceptance should be given to a candidate cho-
sen for political ends by anyone, including 
those in the People’s Republic of China’’; 

Whereas, in 2011, the 14th Dalai Lama initi-
ated a historic devolution of power to the 
Central Tibetan Administration, in which he 
formally renounced his political role, trans-
ferring full democratic governance to an 
elected Tibetan leadership, thereby ensuring 
a democratic and secular political system for 
Tibet; 

Whereas, on December 21, 2020, the Tibetan 
Policy and Support Act of 2020 (subtitle E of 
title III of division K of Public Law 116–260; 
134 Stat. 3119) was passed, strengthening the 
landmark Tibetan Policy Act of 2002 (22 
U.S.C. 6901 note), including by— 

(1) addressing the issue of water security 
and environmental destruction in Tibet; 

(2) providing humanitarian assistance and 
support for Tibetans in Tibet and in exile; 

(3) stipulating that the objectives of the 
United States Special Coordinator for Tibet 
include promoting ‘‘substantive dialogue 
without preconditions, between the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China and 
the Dalai Lama, his or her representatives, 
or democratically elected leaders of the Ti-
betan community’’; 

(4) stating that it is the policy of the 
United States that ‘‘decisions regarding the 
selection, education, and veneration of Ti-
betan Buddhist religious leaders are exclu-
sively spiritual matters that should be made 
by the appropriate religious authorities 
within the Tibetan Buddhist tradition and in 
the context of the will of practitioners of Ti-
betan Buddhism’’ and that the wishes of the 
14th Dalai Lama ‘‘should play a key role’’ in 
the selection, education, and veneration of a 
future 15th Dalai Lama; and 

(5) stating that it is the policy of the 
United States to hold accountable, including 
through the imposition of sanctions, any of-
ficials of the People’s Republic of China or 
the Chinese Communist Party who directly 
interfere with the identification and instal-
lation of a future Dalai Lama; 

Whereas, on July 12, 2024, the Promoting a 
Resolution to the Tibet-China Dispute Act 
(Public Law 118–70; 138 Stat. 1488) was signed 
into law, with the Act affirming that it is 
the policy of the United States that the 

Tibet issue must be resolved in accordance 
with international law by peaceful means, 
through dialogue without preconditions, and 
that the People’s Republic of China should 
cease propagating disinformation about Ti-
bet’s history, and stating that it is the sense 
of Congress that the People’s Republic of 
China’s claims that Tibet has been part of 
the People’s Republic of China since ‘‘an-
cient times’’ are ‘‘historically inaccurate’’; 

Whereas the Central Tibetan Administra-
tion, the institution that represents and re-
flects to the greatest extent the aspirations 
of the Tibetan diaspora around the world, 
has officially decided to celebrate the 14th 
Dalai Lama’s 90th birth year as the ‘‘Year of 
Compassion’’; and 

Whereas the 14th Dalai Lama has high-
lighted the oneness of humanity and has 
dedicated his life to the promotion of com-
passion and human values and is considered 
a leader of compassion by the international 
community: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes July 6, 2025, as a ‘‘Day of 

Compassion’’; 
(2) congratulates His Holiness the 14th 

Dalai Lama on his 90th birthday and affirms 
its recognition of his outstanding contribu-
tions to peace, nonviolence, human rights, 
and mutual respect within and across faiths; 

(3) affirms the Tibetan people’s inter-
nationally recognized human rights and fun-
damental freedoms, including their right to 
exercise regional autonomy and to protect 
the distinct religious, cultural, linguistic, 
and historical identity of the Tibetan people; 

(4) reiterates, as outlined in the Tibetan 
Policy and Support Act of 2020 (subtitle E of 
title III of division K of Public Law 116–260), 
that the identification and installation of Ti-
betan Buddhist religious leaders, including a 
future 15th Dalai Lama, is a matter that 
should be determined by the present 14th 
Dalai Lama and within the Tibetan Buddhist 
faith community, in accordance with the in-
alienable right to religious freedom; 

(5) reiterates that any attempt by the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China or 
any other government to recognize a suc-
cessor or reincarnation of the 14th Dalai 
Lama and any future Dalai Lamas not se-
lected by the Tibetan people would represent 
a clear abuse of the right to religious free-
dom of Tibetan Buddhists and the Tibetan 
people; and 

(6) requests that a copy of this resolution 
be presented to His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
as an expression of its esteem and respect. 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, JULY 15, 
2025 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 

stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on Tues-
day, July 15; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings 
be approved to date, the morning hour 
be deemed expired, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, morning business be closed, 
and the Senate proceed to executive 
session and resume consideration of 
Calendar No. 65, Luke Pettit, 
postcloture; further, that notwith-
standing rule XXII, at 11:30 a.m., the 
Senate vote on confirmation of the 
Pettit nomination and if cloture is 
then invoked on Calendar No. 134, An-
thony Tata, the Senate recess subject 
to the call of the Chair following the 
cloture vote to allow for the weekly 
conference meetings and the official 
Senate photograph; further, that when 
the Senate reconvenes, all postcloture 
time be expired and the Senate vote on 
confirmation of the Tata nomination 
and if confirmed, the Senate then vote 
on the motion to invoke cloture on 
Calendar No. 184, Joseph Edlow; fi-
nally, that if any nominations are con-
firmed during Tuesday’s session of the 
Senate, the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table and the President be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. THUNE. For the information of 
the Senate, we will have two votes 
after the official photograph at 2:15 
p.m. tomorrow. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask that it stand adjourned 
under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:53 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday, 
July 15, 2025, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATION 

Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate July 14, 2025: 

THE JUDICIARY 

WHITNEY D. HERMANDORFER, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE 
UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SIXTH CIR-
CUIT. 
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