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the accidents in the first place. And at 
this critical moment, we need an FAA 
Administrator who will break from 
this reactive safety culture and provide 
the proactive safety leadership that we 
need to prevent problems before they 
happen. 

Even Captain ‘‘Sully’’ Sullenberger, 
the pilot who performed the Miracle on 
the Hudson, is also opposing Mr. Bed-
ford’s nomination. Captain 
Sullenberger recognized that Mr. Bed-
ford ‘‘is not willing to uphold the criti-
cally important pilot experience re-
quirements put in place in 2010 that 
have been so effective in ensuring the 
safety of the traveling public.’’ He 
went on to warn that: 

With the nomination of Bryan Bedford to 
be the FAA Administrator, my life’s work 
could be undone. 

I am sure that Captain Sullenberger 
understands the importance of having 
two pilots. At a hearing before the 
Commerce Committee, when I asked 
him about the 1,500-hour rule, he said: 

In an emergency, you really don’t even 
have time to talk. The two pilots both need 
to be doing their jobs and doing it well. 

So Mr. Bedford has also signaled an 
openness to something else I have con-
cern about, green-lighting a single 
pilot on commercial flights. This is a 
real issue. The FAA’s European civil 
aviation authority counterpart EASA 
is thinking about certifying extended 
single pilot operations on commercial 
aircraft. That means it is being de-
bated in Europe and could be debated 
in other places. That is right; they are 
debating whether to have just one pilot 
on a long-haul flight. 

In 2019, when Mr. Bedford was dis-
cussing the emerging technologies un-
derpinning single pilot operations, he 
said: 

Does it work? It works. Can it work highly, 
reliably, and safely? I think it can. 

Well, you don’t have to be an expert 
in understanding the risk of flying 
with just one pilot. In the past, avia-
tion incidents have been documented 
by the NTSB—the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board—and they have 
cited that pilot incapacity or mental 
health emergencies as justifications for 
requiring two pilots on a commercial 
flight. 

I don’t care how good the technology 
is; if an emergency happens, we need 
two well-trained pilots on the flight 
deck at all times. Mr. Bedford has been 
given many opportunities to talk about 
these past statements and how he sees 
the world. But again, he did not do so. 

When his company sought an exemp-
tion from the 1,500-hour rule in 2022, 
they championed diversity initiatives, 
saying they would have ‘‘no adverse 
impact on safety.’’ But when asked by 
Senator LUJÁN at the committee if he 
thought so-called ‘‘DEI’’ policies con-
tributed to the collision near DCA ear-
lier this year—which President Trump 
baselessly alleged—Mr. Bedford said he 
had ‘‘no earthly idea.’’ This inconsist-
ency is troubling. 

So we need to make sure that we are 
selecting a nominee who has a track 

record of supporting a proactive FAA. 
Mr. Bradbury, the Deputy Transpor-
tation Secretary, is implementing ‘‘10- 
for-1‘‘ policies—meaning Agencies 
must eliminate 10 regulations for every 
new one. DOT officials can now face 
disciplinary action if they don’t com-
ply with the administration’s decision 
not to enforce certain regulations. The 
Washington Post has characterized this 
move as ‘‘a chilling effect on enforce-
ment.’’ And as I said earlier, DOT in-
spectors and investigators will fear 
that they could be fired just for doing 
their job ensuring the safety of the fly-
ing public. 

We don’t, Mr. President, need a light 
touch. We need to make sure that 
while industry concerns are heard, 
they shouldn’t be the dominant factor. 
The FAA needs to implement the gold 
standard for aviation safety. 

There are many critical tasks ahead, 
including implementing a safety man-
agement system at the FAA and ensur-
ing that Boeing, after the 737 MAX 
crashes, also implements its required 
safety management system. I want to 
make sure that an Administrator is 
not going to try to halt that rule, but 
will get that rule implemented, so that 
we know that manufacturing and the 
FAA are making the flying public safer 
every day by doing their jobs properly. 

So, Mr. President, I ask my col-
leagues to please reject the nomination 
of Mr. Bedford. I think we need an FAA 
Administrator who makes really tough 
decisions that put the priority of the 
flying public first. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-

TIS). The Senator from Texas. 
CENTRAL TEXAS FLOODS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, it is 
with profound sadness that I am here 
with my colleague Senator CRUZ to dis-
cuss the heartbreaking results of the 
catastrophic floods that occurred in 
our State, in Central Texas, over the 
Fourth of July weekend. 

As most Texans were sleeping on the 
morning of July 4, a 100-year flood 
event caused the waters of the Guada-
lupe River to rise an astonishing 26 feet 
in 45 minutes. The loss of life was hor-
rific. One media account said the flow 
rate of the Guadalupe River went from 
that of a small stream that you could 
wade across, at about 10 cubic feet per 
second, to a raging and destructive tor-
rent of 120,000 cubic feet per second—an 
amount greater than the average flow 
rate across Niagara Falls. 

We know that the loss of life was not 
confined to Kerr County, where 
Kerrville is located, but extended to 
other counties in Central Texas: Travis 
County, which is where Austin is lo-
cated; Williamson County, just north 
of that; and Burnet County as well. 

Of course, some here in the Nation’s 
Capital and elsewhere are asking: How 
could this happen, and what, if any-
thing, could we possibly do to prevent 
a recurrence? We can and we should try 
to answer those questions but not now. 
Now we need to focus on recovery ef-

forts that are currently underway and 
to pray for and to think about the fam-
ilies that are grieving and those whose 
loved ones are still missing and unac-
counted for. For now, I want to focus 
our attention on the victims and the 
heroes of this horrible tragedy. 

More than 100 people died in Central 
Texas from this flooding, including 27 
young campers—young girls mostly— 
ranging down to the age of 8 years old, 
as well as counselors at Camp Mystic, 
which we have heard so much about, a 
Christian girls summer camp. 

This is a picture of Camp Mystic that 
I took from a department of public 
safety helicopter on Saturday morning. 
It is hard to see, but this is what it 
looked like from the air. 

Ten campers and one counselor are 
still missing and remain unaccounted 
for in Kerr County. 

As you can imagine, this is a sad 
time for Texas, and it has brought the 
Lone Star State to our knees in grief 
and in prayer. And I am glad to say I 
have heard so much—and I am sure my 
colleague has as well—from friends and 
associates all around the United States 
sharing their condolences and concerns 
about what has happened over this last 
weekend. 

While I was in Kerrville this last Sat-
urday, I participated in an aerial tour, 
as I mentioned, and a car tour of the 
flooded areas. The damage I witnessed 
was nothing short of devastating, and 
this photo shows just some of the de-
struction that I witnessed there on the 
ground. 

Bridges were washed out. Roads were 
destroyed. Entire homes were washed 
down the river. Trees were uprooted, 
and cars and other wreckage lodged 
nearly 30 feet up in the air in the trees. 

I joined U.S. Department of Home-
land Security Secretary Noem, who 
was there representing the Trump ad-
ministration, Governor Abbott and 
Representative CHIP ROY—his district 
is where this incident is located—and 
other community leaders for a briefing 
and a press conference to discuss the 
combined government response to this 
disaster from Washington, DC, to the 
State to local officials. 

During this briefing, Governor Ab-
bott described people clinging to trees 
to save their lives. And I am sure by 
now, we have seen photos that are cir-
culating on social media that show ex-
actly that—people washed miles down 
the river, only to be lodged in the trees 
for extended periods of time, hoping 
and praying that someone would come 
to their aid. 

I am beyond grateful to the efforts of 
Governor Abbott, President Trump, 
and Secretary Noem for their quick re-
sponse in approving a Federal disaster 
declaration and ensuring that every 
available resource is being put forward 
in the rescue and recovery efforts 
throughout central Texas. 

President Trump and Secretary 
Noem have been great partners, and I 
especially appreciate the efforts of the 
U.S. Coast Guard and the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 
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Secretary Noem reminded us all that 

the number one priority is people. So 
while there is a lot of damaged prop-
erty—as you can see—and destruction, 
damaged public infrastructure, first 
and foremost, we are united in working 
around the clock to ensure that as 
many people as possible are safe and, if 
possible, reunited with their families. 

These rescue efforts at all levels of 
government have saved the lives of 
more than 850 people. Now, Texans are 
known for their tough spirit and their 
resilience. And this is not the first nat-
ural disaster that we have experienced, 
nor will it be our last. We know how to 
roll up our sleeves and do what is re-
quired to help those in need. 

As a father of two daughters myself, 
my heart breaks for all those who are 
grieving and especially those who are 
holding out hope that somehow, some-
way their loved one may still be found. 

On the aerial tour we took over Camp 
Mystic, many thousands of young girls 
made friends and grew in their faith 
and learned important life lessons 
along the banks of the Guadalupe 
River, a particularly beautiful and sce-
nic part of our great State. They have 
done that for nearly a century of this 
camp’s existence. 

Now, I cannot imagine what many of 
these families are going through now 
as they mourn the loss of 27 of these 
young campers as well as their adult 
counselors. 

While we try to wrap our heads 
around this heart-wrenching disaster, 
we can find some solace, some encour-
agement in the bravery exhibited by 
the heroes, some of whom died, helping 
save these young girls. 

Among these is Dick Eastland, who 
was the director of Camp Mystic with 
his wife for many decades. Dick died 
while trying to save the lives of his 
young campers. Dick’s grandson 
George Eastland described his grand-
father as a hero, saying in a post on so-
cial media: 

Although I am devastated, I can’t say I’m 
surprised. [I’m not surprised] that you sac-
rificed your life with the hopes of someone 
else’s being saved. 

Another young man Julian Ryan lost 
his life while helping his own family, 
including a 13-month-old and a 6-year- 
old, escape from their trailer home as 
it was being washed away. While he put 
his two small children on top of a mat-
tress to safely float, he attempted to 
break a window, cutting an artery in 
his arm that bled profusely. He was un-
conscious before help could arrive, but 
he died shortly thereafter, making sure 
that his family would live. 

His sister said: 
He didn’t die in vain . . . He died a hero. 

These words could not be more true 
of Julian and of all those whose names 
and stories we don’t even know, who 
selflessly gave their lives so that oth-
ers might live. 

After another tragedy up I–35 in the 
small city of West, TX, where Senator 
CRUZ and I were a little over a decade 
ago, I remember a county commis-

sioner after the loss of many lives in an 
unexpected explosion there who said: 

Being a Texan doesn’t describe where 
you’re from, it describes who your family is. 

And that stuck with me and still 
sticks with me today because when 
things happen like this, as they invari-
ably do, we all come together as a fam-
ily. 

In the midst of such horrific tragedy, 
we can find hope and strength in the 
stories of those who gave their all to 
help their fellow Texans and the first 
responders who miraculously saved 850 
lives in high-water rescues. 

One of those Coast Guard responders 
was a young man named Scott Ruskan, 
a rescue swimmer with the U.S. Coast 
Guard, who singlehandedly saved near-
ly 170 people. He helped shuttle young 
girls from the wreckage to the heli-
copters that brought them to safety, 
often carrying two of them in one arm. 
Scott and people like him are true 
American heroes. 

First responders like him embody the 
spirit of patriotism and love and self-
less sacrifice and service to their fellow 
Americans. The great courage shown 
by men and women like Scott, Julian, 
Dick, and others brings to mind the 
words of President Reagan back in 1981 
during a Medal of Honor speech hon-
oring Texas MSG Roy Benavidez for his 
heroism and courage during the Viet-
nam war. President Reagan said of the 
brave prisoners of war returning 
home—he asked: 

Where did we find such men? We find them 
where we’ve always found them, in our vil-
lages and towns, on our city streets, in our 
shops, and on our farms. 

So as Texans, we are all united in of-
fering our prayers and support for all 
of the families who have lost loved 
ones and for those who still remain un-
accounted for. My wife Sandy and I 
will especially keep the parents griev-
ing the loss of their precious children 
in our prayers. 

Mr. President, I would now invite the 
Senate to observe a moment of silence 
in honor of the flooding victims, their 
families, all who died, suffered injuries, 
who are still unaccounted for after 
these terrible floods. 

(Moment of silence.) 
Mr. CORNYN. Thank you. Mr. Presi-

dent, I yield to my colleague from 
Texas Senator CRUZ. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, Texas is 
grieving. Our hearts are shattered on 
what transpired in the early hours of 
Friday, July 4. 

In just a few hours, over 1.8 trillion 
gallons of rain fell upon central Texas. 
The Guadalupe River—ordinarily a 
beautiful, peaceful, calm river—rose 
nearly 30 feet in less than an hour. The 
result was utter and complete devasta-
tion. 

As we stand here today, there are 
over 100 Texans confirmed to be dead, 
and that number is still expected to 
rise. We have 27 girls and counselors 
confirmed dead from Camp Mystic, and 
that number, likewise, may well rise. 

Many in this body may not be famil-
iar with the Hill Country where this 
happened. I want to tell you a little bit 
about it. Hill Country is in central 
Texas. I love every part of our great 
State, but I think Hill Country is, by 
far, the most beautiful part of our 
State. 

As the name suggests, there are roll-
ing hills, beautiful rivers, and for a 
century, the Hill Country has been a 
place where young people across Texas 
have gone to summer camps. There are 
some 40 summer camps just in Kerr 
County. 

And it has been a place where young 
girls, young boys go to make friends, 
to learn independence. Camp Mystic is 
one of the most storied camps in Texas. 
It is 100 years old, founded in 1926. For 
100 summers, Camp Mystic has hosted 
girls. 

It is a Christian camp, and it trains 
young girls in teamwork and camara-
derie, in independence. And it produces 
some of the most incredible friend-
ships—lifetime friendships—you have 
ever seen. 

Many Texas summer camps, at the 
end of what is often a monthlong ses-
sion, there is a closing ceremony that 
is typically 1 or 2 days. And I will tell 
you, it is an incredible thing to see 
Texas women coming back to these 
girls’ camps, because you will regularly 
see a grandmother and a mother and a 
little girl, all of whom attended the 
same camp. 

It is a tradition that has stitched to-
gether thousands of Texans all across 
our great State. I will tell you, for me, 
this is not abstract and theoretical. 
This crisis hits very, very close to 
home for me. 

For a decade, my daughters have 
gone to camp in Kerr County, in Hunt, 
TX. They have gone to camp just a 
couple of miles away from Camp Mys-
tic. 

Just last week, my wife Heidi was in 
Hunt picking up my youngest daughter 
Catherine. She picked her up from 
camp. It was a wonderful time; it was 
joyful. This week, hundreds of little 
girls were dropped off at camp—this 
previous week—to start their next ses-
sion, and in the early hours of July 4, 
the waters came rushing in, and it cost 
their lives. 

I spent all of yesterday in the Hill 
Country. I met with first responders. I 
met with people who demonstrated ex-
traordinary heroism. I met with people 
on the ground. 

When this flood first started occur-
ring and we were getting reports of just 
how bad it was, within hours I was on 
the phone with Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott. I was on the phone with Texas 
Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick. I 
was on the phone with Nim Kidd, the 
Texas Director of Emergency Manage-
ment, and then I called President 
Trump. 

And I told him: It is still early, but 
the reports we are getting of what is 
happening in Texas are utterly and 
completely devastating. This has the 
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potential to have an enormous loss of 
life. And I said: It is critical that we 
have every Federal resource and asset. 

I will tell you what President Trump 
told me, he said: Ted, whatever Texas 
needs the answer is yes. 

And the Federal Government re-
sponded. In the hours after the flooding 
began, there were over a dozen heli-
copters in the air, coastguardsmen and 
National Guardsmen, Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety. They performed 
over 850 rescues. 

Yesterday, I had the opportunity to 
meet Coast Guardsman Scott Ruskan. 
Scott Ruskan saved 165 girls. He 
helicoptered into Camp Mystic, landed 
on an open field in a very dangerous 
landing terrain where many of the girls 
had gone because it was the highest 
ground in the camp. 

Scott spent 31⁄2 hours in the dark of 
night with torrential rain pouring 
down upon him with little girls sur-
rounding him, many of them in their 
pajamas, many with one shoe. They 
had been pulled out of bed. Little girls 
crying, weeping, scared, terrified out of 
their minds. Some girls singing hymns 
together. 

Scott stayed on the ground with 
them and helped 165 girls into heli-
copters. Each helicopter could carry 
roughly 15 girls, so one after the other, 
helicopters came in and landed, and he 
helped the girls get on the helicopter 
and helicopter out of there. 

When I talked with Scott yesterday, 
he said he had just got off the phone 
with a mom and dad and a little girl 
who was one of those 165. And Scott, 
like many Coast Guard swimmers—if 
you have had the opportunity to meet 
Coast Guard swimmers, I describe them 
as a combination of a Navy SEAL and 
a California surfer. Coast Guard swim-
mers are some of the most incredible 
heroes we have. 

Scott told the press this week, he 
said: I am just a dude. Which is very 
fitting for a Coast Guard swimmer. It 
is what many of them would say. But 
he told me those parents were crying 
and saying: You saved our daughter’s 
life. And they said: You held our 
daughter’s hand as she was scared and 
as you helped get her on the helicopter. 

Yesterday, I went to Camp Mystic. I 
walked the grounds. It is the most hor-
rible thing I have ever seen in my life. 
I have never seen devastation like this. 

The river sits—and yesterday it was 
quiet; it was beautiful. The Guadalupe 
River, I have floated on dozens of 
times. The Guadalupe River, girls, 
boys, they go to swim and canoe, to 
have fun. It was calm and peaceful yes-
terday, but the morning of July 4, it 
rose with a ferocity that the cabins at 
Mystic, just about every one, was 8 feet 
deep in water. 

I could see the water where it rose. It 
shattered out the windows. The force of 
the water pulled furniture out of the 
cabins. I cannot imagine the terror 
those girls experienced. One cabin, a 
cabin with the youngest campers, it 
was called Bumble Inn, a sign on the 
outside with a picture of a bee. 

Outside that cabin were 17 lone white 
Latin crosses. On each one of them was 
written the name of someone who lost 
their life. That entire cabin is either 
confirmed dead or missing. And the 
names of those little girls, all third 
graders, two of those names are girls 
who go to school with my daughter, 
third graders from Houston. One of 
them lived a block away from me in 
Houston. 

The final cross on the right has the 
name Dick Eastland, who is the direc-
tor of the camp. He graduated from the 
University of Texas 50 years ago. He 
has been running the camp for 50 years. 
And in the early hours of July 4, he was 
driving his Suburban trying to rescue 
girls, and he drowned, just a couple 
hundred yards away from where I was, 
in deep water. He had a lifetime of car-
ing for young girls. It is not surprising 
to those who knew him that he gave 
his life trying to save the lives of those 
girls. 

I will tell you, I stood in front of 
those crosses and just wept. While I 
was there, there was a mom and dad 
who came and knelt in front of one of 
those crosses. They leaned over and 
kissed the cross, and then the mom 
walked to the cabin and looked in the 
window. And the cabin, everything had 
been cleaned out by the force of the 
water. She just stood there and wept. 
You looked across the cabin, and there 
were multiple families, moms and dads 
going through belongings. Throughout 
the camp, you could see foot lockers 
with glitter names put on the foot 
lockers. You could see pillows. You 
could see flip-flops and Crocs, and you 
could see hundreds of stuffed animals. 
These were little girls. 

I tried to leave the families alone and 
respect their grief. I don’t know how 
many of them were moms or dads who 
were collecting the belongings of their 
daughter who had lost their life. There 
were some girls who were walking 
around going through the belongings. I 
assume they were either campers who 
had survived or siblings of those who 
had lost their lives. 

For the past several days, I have spo-
ken to multiple family members whose 
daughters had been missing, and the 
panic that any father, any mother feels 
when you don’t know where your child 
is; that hole in their heart that will 
never be filled. 

Texas is grieving from a wound un-
like any I have ever seen before, but I 
also want to bring a word of hope. In 
the face of all of this despair, in the 
face of all of this suffering, we saw ex-
traordinary acts of heroism. I have 
spent 13 years in the Senate rep-
resenting Texas. Texas is a large 
State—31 million people. Many natural 
disasters have struck Texas, from hur-
ricanes to tornados to wildfires, and 
consistently, over and over again when 
you go to a disaster, you see the same 
thing, which is Texans coming together 
just helping each other. 

I talked to you about Scott Ruskan, 
the coastguardsman. I met yesterday 

the parents of another teenage boy. He 
was 14. He was at La Junta Camp, 
which is another boys camp there in 
Hunt. He was 14. He was awakened at 
about 3 in the morning. Water was ris-
ing. The camp was flooding. And his 
counselors told him come help rescue 
the little boys. So he went to the 
younger boys’ cabin and helped them 
swim through the water. 

These parents that I talked to yester-
day, they were in tears. I asked them: 
Is your son OK? He was. Thankfully, 
the La Junta campers survived. And I 
said: Listen, he will always live with 
this trauma; you will always live with 
this trauma. But I said: To the extent 
it helps, he will also always know that 
at age 14, he helped save the life of 7- 
and 8- and 9-year-old little boys. And 
there will be boys and, one day, men 
who were living because that teenage 
boy risked his life for theirs. 

I heard another story of a counselor 
who was in water up to his neck, hold-
ing with both hands mattresses on the 
water, on top of both mattresses was a 
camper. All three of them survived. 

At the end of the day, I drove by a 
store called Hunt Store. The Hunt 
Store is an iconic store right there. It 
is a store we always stop by. It is a 
store Heidi and Catherine stopped by 
last week at the end of camp. The Hunt 
Store has been completely gutted. The 
floodwaters just cleaned it out. 

The sign up top that reads ‘‘Hunt 
Store’’ had been changed. And now it 
reads: ‘‘Hunt Strong.’’ It is a beautiful 
statement. 

In the parking lot of the Hunt Store, 
there were people gathered eating. 
There was a giant trailer with a bar-
becue smoker and grill. From several 
Texans—big dudes with beards. They 
looked like ZZ Top. They weren’t from 
Hunt; they were from Rockport, TX. 
Rockport, TX, is down on the gulf. And 
back almost a decade ago, when Hurri-
cane Harvey hit, Rockport was dev-
astated. And those folks from Rockport 
said they remembered that when their 
houses were destroyed, people from 
Hunt, TX, came down and offered them 
food and prepared them food. And I 
have got to tell you, I remember when 
Hurricane Harvey happened. I was in 
Rockport multiple times, and I was at 
those food trucks. I didn’t know the 
folks providing them were from Hunt. 

But the folks from Rockport said: 
They helped us out when we were in 
need; we have got to help them out. 
That is who Texas is. 

In the parking lot of the Hunt Store, 
there was a car that had written on it 
on the windshield: Isaiah 43:2. When 
you pass through deep waters, I will be 
with you. 

I will tell the Presiding Officer, there 
are many Texans right now who just 
need love; they need prayers. I would 
ask everyone to pray for the moms and 
dads who are grieving, who are missing 
their baby girls; for friends and family, 
hug them, love them. They need your 
support. They just need a shoulder to 
cry on. There is nothing you can say 
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that will bring their babies back. Just 
down the street from the Hunt Store is 
a church. It had in front of it a sign: 
‘‘Free lunch and dinner, barbecue. All 
are welcome.’’ 

I have to say, that is the responsi-
bility of the church to care for those in 
need, to feed and clothe and help those 
who are suffering. The church should 
do that every day but especially in the 
face of a crisis. 

Texas will come through this. Kerr 
County will come through this. On my 
street at home, almost every house has 
a tree in front of it with a ribbon to 
mourn the girls from Camp Mystic. 
There was a video on the internet that 
was posted of a schoolbus full of girls 
from Mystic after the flooding. And 
they are driving along, and one of the 
girls is filming the disaster, the devas-
tation along the side of the river. And 
the girls are singing hymns. They are 
singing Christian hymns rejoicing. 

I have to tell you, if you can listen to 
those hymns, you can see those girls 
singing those hymns and not be re-
duced to tears, I can’t imagine that 
you can. 

Our State is hurting, but we will 
come through it. For all of our col-
leagues who have reached out and said: 
We love you; we are standing with you, 
thank you. We need that support. We 
will come through it. And we will come 
through with a spirit of what is on the 
sign above the Hunt Store, ‘‘Hunt 
Strong,’’ ‘‘Texas Strong.’’ We will come 
through this together. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
WAIVING QUORUM CALL 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum calls with respect to 
the Griffith and Bedford nominations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 106, Pres-
ton Griffith, of Virginia, to be Under Sec-
retary of Energy. 

John Thune, Eric Schmitt, John R. Cur-
tis, Tim Scott of South Carolina, Bill 
Cassidy, Jon A. Husted, Steve Daines, 
Marsha Blackburn, Cindy Hyde-Smith, 
Ron Johnson, John Barrasso, Tim 
Sheehy, Mike Rounds, Bernie Moreno, 
Pete Ricketts, Jim Justice, Bill 
Hagerty. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Preston Griffith, of Virginia, to be 
Under Secretary of Energy, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk called the roll. 

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY), 
the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
HAWLEY), the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN), the Senator from 
Utah (Mr. LEE), the Senator from Alas-
ka (Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. SCHMITT), and the Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY) 
would have voted ‘‘yea,’’ the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS), 
the Senator from New Mexico (Mr. 
HEINRICH), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator 
from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN), and the Sen-
ator from Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK), are 
necessarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 47, 
nays 41, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 373 Ex.] 

YEAS—47 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
King 
Lankford 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 

Moran 
Moreno 
Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Scott (FL) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—41 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—12 

Coons 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Heinrich 

Hoeven 
Lee 
Murkowski 
Murray 

Rosen 
Schmitt 
Scott (SC) 
Warnock 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas 
are 47, the nays are 41. 

The motion is agreed to. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 197, Bryan 
Bedford, of Indiana, to be Administrator of 
the Federal Aviation Administration for the 
term of five years. 

John Thune, Eric Schmitt, John R. Cur-
tis, Tim Scott of South Carolina, Bill 
Cassidy, Jon A. Husted, Steve Daines, 
Marsha Blackburn, Cindy Hyde-Smith, 
Ron Johnson, John Barrasso, Tim 
Sheehy, Mike Rounds, Bernie Moreno, 
Pete Ricketts, Jim Justice, Bill 
Hagerty. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Bryan Bedford, of Indiana, to be Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration for the term of five 
years, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY), 
the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
HAWLEY), the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN), the Senator from 
Utah (Mr. LEE), the Senator from Alas-
ka (Ms. MURKOWSKI), the Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. SCHMITT), and the Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY) 
would have voted ‘‘yea,’’ the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH), the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator from Ne-
vada (Ms. ROSEN), and the Senator 
from Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) are nec-
essarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 47, 
nays 42, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 374 Ex.] 

YEAS—47 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 

Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lummis 
Marshall 

McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moran 
Moreno 
Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Scott (FL) 
Shaheen 
Sheehy 
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