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Georgia State Senate to taking up of-
fice as President of the United States. 

His Presidency was notable for a 
number of things, including successful 
brokering of a peace agreement be-
tween Egypt and Israel, an agreement 
that stands to this day. But it was, per-
haps, his post-Presidency that came to 
define his legacy the most. 

Jimmy Carter left office in 1981, and 
during the four decades that followed, 
he dedicated himself to making a dif-
ference to the causes of peace and 
human rights and to improving the 
wellbeing of his fellow man. Together, 
with his wife Rosalynn, he founded the 
Carter Center, which, among other 
things, works for the eradication of 
disease in some of the poorest areas of 
the globe. Among the center’s suc-
cesses is the almost whole eradication 
of Guinea worm disease, a painful and 
devastating tropical disease whose 
cases numbered in the millions at the 
time the Carter Center was beginning 
its work. Through the first 10 months 
of 2024, there were just seven reported 
cases—an incredible legacy for anyone, 
but just part of President Carter’s. 

President Carter is also known for 
his work with Habitat for Humanity to 
provide affordable housing for those in 
need. And I do mean his work. Presi-
dent Carter didn’t just lend his name 
or image to Habitat. He built houses. 
He nailed it, drilled it. He installed toi-
lets. Well into his nineties, you could 
find him in a hardhat on worksites, 
participating like any other volunteer. 

In one early Habitat project, he and 
Rosalynn worked in New York City. 
The former First Lady and the former 
President spent the week sleeping in 
the basement of a church with other 
volunteers—a characteristic example 
of unpretentiousness from a couple who 
lived all their lives in a modest house 
in Plains, GA, that they built long be-
fore the Presidency. 

All told, the Carter Work Project at 
Habitat for Humanity has worked on 
4,447 homes in 14 countries, including 
homes in Eagle Butte, in my State of 
South Dakota, which the Carters 
worked on during a 1994 trip to our 
State. It is unknown how many more 
homes have been built by volunteers 
who came to know about Habitat for 
Humanity through President Jimmy 
Carter. 

It would be wrong to mention Jimmy 
Carter’s years of service without men-
tioning what animated them. Jimmy 
Carter saw his service as a natural out-
growth of his faith in Jesus Christ. 
‘‘One of the best ways to practice my 
faith as a Christian,’’ he would say, ‘‘is 
to participate in Habitat projects every 
year.’’ His life was about putting his 
religious principles into practice, 
whether that was through Habitat for 
Humanity or through his other work. 

And, of course, anyone attracted by 
his example who wanted to learn more 
about the Christian faith could head 
down to Maranatha Baptist Church in 
Plains, GA, to his Sunday school class, 
which he taught into his nineties. 

Madam President, I cannot close 
without mentioning Jimmy Carter’s 77- 
year-long marriage to his beloved wife 
Rosalynn, who preceded him in death a 
year ago. And while I join all Ameri-
cans in mourning the death of Presi-
dent Carter, I rejoice at the thought 
that he and Rosalynn are again to-
gether before the face of their Father. 

My thoughts and prayers are with 
the Carters’ children—Jack, Chip, Jeff, 
and Amy—and with their grand-
children and great-grandchildren. 

I look forward to paying my respects 
to this public servant later today. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 5 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I un-
derstand there is a bill at the desk that 
is due for a second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
second time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 5) to require the Secretary of 

Homeland Security to take into custody 
aliens who have been charged in the United 
States with theft, and for other purposes. 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, in 
order to place the bill on the calendar 
under provisions of rule XIV, I would 
object to further proceeding. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be 
placed on the calendar. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
cess today from 12:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. 
to allow for the weekly conference 
lunches. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

URBAN AREA SECURITY 
INITIATIVE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
last week, 14 people were killed in a 
terrorist attack in New Orleans, and an 
explosion in Las Vegas injured several 
others. The FBI has warned that other 
attacks that copycat what happened in 
New Orleans could be a threat. Cities 
like New York and population centers 
like Long Island need to be prepared. 
There is one Federal program that 
stands as the cornerstone for anti-ter-
ror preparedness for places like New 
York City and Long Island—the Urban 
Area Security Initiative, known as 
UASI. 

Today, I am announcing that I will 
request $615 million for UASI in the up-
coming funding negotiations this 
spring. UASI is one of our best fire-
walls for staying vigilant against ter-
rorist threats. My request of $615 mil-
lion will help communities like New 
York City, Long Island, and the entire 
metropolitan area stand ready against 
acts of terror. 

Last year, I was proud to deliver $2.3 
million in UASI funding for both Nas-
sau and Suffolk Counties. That is over 
$4.5 million in anti-terror funds just for 
Long Island this last year. I know 
these funds are critical for these com-
munities and for people’s safety on the 
island. I am also proud last year that 
we delivered another $150 million to 
New York City in this funding. We 
must keep this robust funding going 
this year too. 

UASI funds help pay for everything 
needed to keep people safe—from train-
ing and joint anti-terror operations 
across the city and Long Island to 
emergency medical equipment to bet-
ter tools for Homeland Security offi-
cers for intelligence sharing and for so 
much more. 

We need UASI funds to keep people 
safe here in the Nation’s Capital too. 
Over the next few weeks, millions will 
come for the inauguration and for pay-
ing homage to former President Carter, 
and many people will be moving in and 
out of the city as the government en-
ters a period of transition. Strong 
UASI funding is vital to ensuring secu-
rity during all of these events. 

I want to be clear: Any effort to cut 
this anti-terror program, especially 
right now, cannot stand. We in New 
York and on Long Island use these 
funds on a rolling basis. We need these 
funds. And to repeat: UASI funds are a 
firewall at a time potential copycat at-
tacks, like the FBI has warned, are 
happening. 

f 

REMEMBERING JIMMY CARTER 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, on 

Jimmy Carter, this morning, Special 
Air Mission 39 took off from Georgia, 
carrying the 39th President of the 
United States, Jimmy Carter, so he 
may be honored here in the Capitol one 
last time. 

For the next 2 days, President Carter 
will lie in state in the Rotunda of the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:45 Jan 08, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G07JA6.002 S07JAPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

JM
0X

7X
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S37 January 7, 2025 
U.S. Capitol Building, joining the 
small and distinguished list of eminent 
Americans who have earned this honor. 
Later today, I will join Leader THUNE 
and other congressional leaders in the 
Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol to place a 
wreath on President Carter’s casket on 
behalf of the U.S. Senate. 

Today and tomorrow, Americans will 
brave the snow and cold temperatures 
to pay their respects to one of the most 
decent men ever to hold the Office of 
the President. He was a gentleman in 
every sense of the word—kind, honor-
able, intelligent, humble, and deeply 
patriotic. These are virtues he brought 
to the Oval Office in an era when trust 
in government was arguably at a low in 
the 20th century. 

But just as admirable as the legacy 
President Carter built after holding the 
most powerful job in the world, after 
leaving office, he established the Car-
ter Center to continue his work on 
human rights, on spreading democracy, 
on fighting disease; and we all know 
about his work with Habitat for Hu-
manity where he could often be found 
outside, building houses for families in 
need, well into his nineties. That was 
President Carter at his core. He never 
stopped serving others until his final 
day. America was lucky to have him as 
a citizen, as a President, and as a 
moral compass of our time. 

f 

119TH CONGRESS 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 

now, on the 119th Congress, as the 119th 
Congress begins, our Nation faces an 
uncertain future. Americans still see 
high prices every time they go to the 
store, when they go to the pharmacy, 
when they refill their tanks, and pay 
their cable and internet bills. We have 
done a lot of work over the last few 
years to slow inflation down, but the 
new majority must continue the work 
we have begun. 

Donald Trump and Republicans made 
a slew of very bold promises on the 
campaign trail to fix our country’s big 
problems. In some of these promises, 
they say they will fight for working 
people despite decades of doing the op-
posite and proposing things that would 
hurt them. Democrats will hold Repub-
licans’ feet to the fire to ensure they 
are accountable to the American peo-
ple. Promises to help working people 
sound nice, but they mean nothing 
without real results, and too many of 
Republicans’ promises, like tax cuts for 
the very wealthy, will actually make 
things worse for working people. 

In the coming weeks, there will be 
one early sign that shows whether or 
not Republicans intend to keep their 
promises to fight for working people, 
and that is who they support through 
the nomination process. These nomi-
nees are going to be the faces of the 
new administration. They will be re-
sponsible for applying its policies. 
They will, in effect, be the ones respon-
sible for following through, day-to-day, 
on the promises made on the campaign 
trail. 

So the American people want to 
know: Will the President-elect’s nomi-
nees follow through on cutting costs 
for the American people, or will they 
return to cutting sweet deals for mega 
corporations and the wealthiest people 
in this country? 

Will the President-elect’s nominees 
actually make communities safer, or 
will they protect the bottom line of 
special interests? 

Will they help their corporate con-
tractors cozy up to foreign entities and 
oligarchs, all while undermining our 
national security? 

Will they spend time settling scores 
for President-elect Trump, or will they 
actually help keep America safer? 

Will the President-elect’s nominees 
keep their promises to serve America, 
or are they just going to serve the 
swamp? 

We remember what happened during 
the first Trump administration. The 
swamp wasn’t drained so much as dou-
bled and tripled and more. Even during 
the last campaign, Donald Trump 
promised oil executives huge tax 
breaks if he won. That would be the op-
posite of the promises he made to the 
people. 

These are the kinds of things we need 
to know from the President-elect’s 
nominees. We need to be fair but thor-
ough and give every nominee a chance 
to make their case while also sub-
jecting them to some tough scrutiny. 
That is, after all, what any reasonable 
job application process demands, 
whether you are an average person ap-
plying for a job or somebody being 
nominated for a very important Cabi-
net position. 

So that is what we Democrats intend 
to do. That is what we will do. It is no 
different than what we intend to do on 
the legislative side. I will repeat what 
I said last week: Democrats are ready 
to work with anyone, regardless of 
party, to make life better for working 
people. 

Let me mention one example from 
last week. On January 1, because of 
what the Democratic Senate and Presi-
dent did, the $2,000 out-of-pocket cap 
that Democrats passed in the Inflation 
Reduction Act went into effect. Thanks 
to that policy, millions of Americans 
with Medicare Part D will save thou-
sands of dollars each year on prescrip-
tion drugs. If Republicans want to 
strengthen policies like these and help 
Americans save millions more on 
healthcare spending, Democrats are 
open to working together. 

But our promise to Republicans also 
comes with a warning. Democrats will 
not hesitate to fight back if Repub-
licans use their new majorities to hurt 
working families of America. 

If Donald Trump and Republicans use 
their new majorities to push the same 
old GOP policies of tax cuts for billion-
aires, cuts to healthcare, cuts to Medi-
care and Social Security, trickle-down 
economics, Democrats will fight back. 

If Republicans use their new major-
ity to push policies that make life even 

more expensive for families, we will 
stand opposed. 

If Republicans go after Social Secu-
rity or Medicare or Medicaid in peo-
ple’s paychecks, they will have to go 
through us. 

The choice is now in the hands of our 
Republican colleagues. They are now in 
the majority. They now have the re-
sponsibility. We and the American peo-
ple will be watching. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL SECURITY 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
rise today to talk about the threats to 
America’s security and our Republican 
effort to fight back. 

On New Year’s Day, 14 Americans 
were killed in a heartbreaking, deadly 
act of terrorism. Dozens of our fellow 
Americans were seriously injured as 
well in the carnage. These are people 
who were just celebrating the new 
year. 

Their attacker was a terrorist. He 
flew an ISIS flag. It was off the back of 
his truck. As a result of the terrorist 
attack, he destroyed families, desta-
bilized a community, and broke the 
hearts of so many, many Americans. 

The shock of this attack is matched 
only by the urgency of the message 
that it sends to our country. The mes-
sage is this: It is time to restore Amer-
ica’s security and America’s strength. 
Lives depend upon it. 

To keep America safe, we need to 
refocus our government on the prior-
ities that matter to the people of this 
Nation. We have seen this in realtime 
in terms of the danger of the distorted 
priorities of the last administration. 
Their priorities were a wide open bor-
der, a woke Pentagon leader, a 
weaponized and distracted FBI, a feck-
less foreign policy, and, of course, a 
weak President. 

The current President’s absence of 
leadership has made America and the 
world less safe. In 4 short years, our en-
emies have been emboldened; they have 
grown stronger; they are more aggres-
sive; and they are more dangerous. 

America once worked to deny terror-
ists a safe haven. Now the terrorist 
strongholds are back. Today, terrorists 
control Afghanistan. They control 
parts of Syria. They attack American 
troops from bases in Yemen. And this 
is only part of it. 

Today, we face a serious security sit-
uation right here inside the United 
States. The New Orleans terrorist ap-
pears to have been radicalized while 
here in America. Over the past 4 years, 
over 300 individuals on the Terror 
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