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To Bella, I would like to say: Your 

mother wasn’t just a good police offi-
cer. She was a great one. And she 
wasn’t just a good mother. She was an 
exceptional one. To lose your mother 
at that age must be an incredible pain. 
But, Bella, while painful, I hope you 
find comfort in her memory. Find com-
fort in remembering her kind smile and 
warm embrace. And find comfort know-
ing that, while she may be gone, she 
lives on through you—her sweet 
Bella—as you continue your own jour-
ney through this great ride called life. 

My wife Loretta and I send our deep-
est condolences to Officer Rivera’s 
family, including her mother Yolanda; 
her sisters Jacqueline and Yasmin; and 
her stepfather Roderick—along with 
Bella. 

May God watch over you and wipe 
your tears during this difficult time, 
and may he continue to guide you 
today, tomorrow, and forevermore. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority whip. 
f 

IRAN 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, yes-
terday, the U.S. Senate got an update 
from the administration about Satur-
day’s strike on Iran. We heard from 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Sec-
retary of Defense Pete Hegseth, Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency Director John 
Ratcliffe, and Gen. Dan Caine, who is 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
They told us, beyond a doubt, the Iran 
strikes were successful. 

Two things are clear: one, President 
Trump protected our country; and, 
two, America drew a redline on Iran— 
no nuclear weapons—and President 
Trump enforced it. 

Every recent President has said a nu-
clear Iran is unacceptable. Bill Clinton 
said it. George W. Bush said it. Barack 
Obama said it. Joe Biden said it. Even 
Senate Minority Leader CHUCK SCHU-
MER said back in 2015: 

If there is only a 10 percent chance Iran 
uses a nuclear weapon, it is vital we prevent 
it. 

That is exactly what President 
Trump did, and he did it effectively. 
For over 40 years, Iran has targeted, 
threatened, and terrorized the United 
States and our allies. We know from 
our own intelligence and from inde-
pendent experts that Iran was dan-
gerously close to getting nuclear weap-
ons. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle have called for diplomacy. 
Well, President Trump tried diplomacy 
for months. President Trump laid down 
guidelines and deadlines, and then he 
drew a redline. Iran used diplomatic 
talks to stall. It did so as it continued 
to race toward a nuclear weapon. 

As Commander in Chief, President 
Trump has the full authority to act. He 
did so consistent with article II, sec-
tion 2 of the Constitution, and he did 
so decisively. It was a limited, power-
ful, and precise strike. It was aimed 

specifically at Iran’s nuclear facili-
ties—not at Iran’s leadership, not at 
the Iranian people. And here is more 
good news: No American lives were 
lost—absolutely none. 

This was a powerful message to Iran, 
but not just to Iran—also to Russia, to 
China, to North Korea, and to anyone 
else who is an adversary of the United 
States. The message is this: America 
means what it says, and America will 
keep our people safe. 

Now, Democrats, of course, rushed to 
turn this successful strike into a polit-
ical fight. Even today, they are forcing 
the Senate to vote this very afternoon 
on a resolution that says the President 
lacked the authority to do what he did. 
They have gone so far as to imply that 
the successful protection of the Amer-
ican people is an impeachable offense. 
Democrats are calling for the Presi-
dent’s impeachment because of his suc-
cessful attack on the Iranian nuclear 
program. 

National security should be some-
thing that unites us. But let’s not for-
get that Democrats have said Presi-
dents can act without a vote of Con-
gress. They have said it many times in 
the past. Recall, when President 
Obama struck Libya in 2011, Speaker 
NANCY PELOSI said Congress wasn’t 
needed because the strike was ‘‘lim-
ited.’’ 

Now that there is a Republican in the 
White House, what we are seeing is 
that Democrats are suddenly trying to 
rewrite the rules. National security 
moves fast. That is why our Constitu-
tion gives the Commander in Chief real 
authority. President Trump seized the 
moment. He did it responsibly; he did 
it decisively; and he did it constitu-
tionally. America and our allies are 
safer today because of it. 

And the resolution from Senator 
KAINE that we are voting on today I be-
lieve is not needed, and I most cer-
tainly will oppose it. If passed, it would 
prevent the President from protecting 
us in the future. I urge all of my col-
leagues to reject it. 

f 

IMMIGRATION 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, on a 
related matter, the Iranian air strike is 
about more than nuclear weapons. It is 
about, also, the threat of terrorism. 
Iranian terrorists have targeted Ameri-
cans for decades. Iran actively pursued 
an assassination plot against President 
Trump. Other top officials in the 
United States have also been targets of 
Iranian terrorists. 

Recently, Iran threatened to activate 
its so-called sleeper cells right here in-
side the United States. Let that sink 
in. This is an urgent reminder that na-
tional security starts with border secu-
rity. 

Under Joe Biden and the Democrats, 
more than 1,500 illegal immigrants 
from Iran crossed our southern border, 
and 729 of them were released into our 
country by Joe Biden. And that might 
just be the tip of the iceberg because, 

remember, under Joe Biden and the 
Democrats, there were millions of 
‘‘got-aways,’’ people who weren’t 
stopped sneaking across the border; 
they were detected—either through 
satellite images or different mecha-
nisms of looking for people: heat detec-
tion of people moving across the 
desert—but not able to be captured. 

How many of them were Iranian 
agents as well? How many of them are, 
today, in sleeper cells? Well, the truth 
is, no one knows. What we do know is 
this: President Trump took office, and 
since that time, illegal border cross-
ings are down by 95 percent. 

Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment agents are working fast. In the 
last 7 days alone, ICE arrested 130 ille-
gal immigrants from Iran. Right now, 
670 Iranian nationals are being de-
tained. President Trump’s detentions 
are working. 

Now the administration needs more 
resources to finish the job. That is why 
Republicans are fighting for our com-
prehensive safety agenda. Our bill in-
creases funding for border security and 
enforcement by $160 billion. It finishes 
the wall. It hires thousands of new Bor-
der Patrol and ICE agents. It gives 
them a bonus for keeping our commu-
nities safe. 

In November, Americans wanted, 
needed, and voted for safe communities 
and secure borders. Our Republican 
safety agenda delivers what the Ameri-
cans want, need, and have voted for. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 

MOODY). The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

ONE BIG BEAUTIFUL BILL 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, it 

has been a pretty rough week for Don-
ald Trump’s so-called Beautiful Bill. As 
everyone watching can tell, things 
haven’t gone according to plan. The 
bill has been bucking under its own 
weight, the delays have piled up, and it 
is obvious large chunks of the Repub-
lican conference don’t like their own 
bill. 

But, of course, we are hearing that 
Republicans may still try to bring this 
legislation to the floor as soon as to-
morrow. That is not real legislating. 
This is a total rush job. This is Donald 
Trump bullying Senate Republicans to 
get a bill passed no matter what is ac-
tually in it, and this is Republican 
leadership perhaps daring their own 
members who are deeply worried about 
this bill to oppose it on the floor. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:31 Jun 28, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G27JN6.004 S27JNPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
7X

7S
14

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3583 June 27, 2025 
So if Republicans do, in fact, proceed 

very soon, let me remind them about 
the consequences of passing this bill. It 
will be a disaster for families, for the 
economy, and even for Republicans 
themselves. It rips healthcare from 16 
million people. It is the biggest cuts 
ever to food funding. It raises energy 
prices and surrenders American energy 
leadership to China. And it rewards the 
ultrarich. 

Republicans should abandon these de-
structive policies. But, of course, they 
aren’t doing that. Instead of fixing 
their bill, Republicans want to rush it 
because they don’t want the American 
people to find what is in it. And their 
fears are certainly justified because 
the more and more that Americans 
look at this bill, the more and more 
they despise it. It steals their Med-
icaid. It jacks up their premiums. It 
takes away their jobs. And it gives tril-
lions away to billionaires and special 
interests. This is a nonsense and de-
structive piece of legislation, and it 
makes no sense for Republicans to 
scramble to pass it. 

There is nothing inherently critical 
about July 4. Even Donald Trump, 2 
hours ago, admitted the July 4 deadline 
is a fake. And yet, here they are, rush-
ing, scrambling, and twisting them-
selves into knots to try and salvage a 
bill they know will hurt both their con-
stituents and their own political fu-
tures. Republicans aren’t just lying to 
their constituents, frankly; they are 
lying to themselves because this bill is 
wholly toxic. 

Here is what Republicans should do. 
They should not let Donald Trump 
bully them. They should hold firm and 
tell Donald Trump his Big Beautiful 
Bill is a disaster, a betrayal of the 
American people. Republicans should 
keep their own promises not to cut 
Medicaid. They should listen to the cri-
tiques of some of their own colleagues 
like Senator TILLIS, who reportedly 
said behind closed doors, ‘‘This will be 
devastating to my State,’’ or Senator 
JUSTICE, who said, ‘‘our rural hospitals 
are going to have a tough time . . . you 
may have to hold your nose and vote 
for disagreeable policies.’’ 

Senate Republicans should listen to 
their own words. They should ignore 
fake deadlines and stop the rush job. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Carolina. 
f 

OPERATION UPTOWN FUNK 

Mr. BUDD. Madam President, I rise 
to recognize and commend the out-
standing efforts of our law enforcement 
community in western North Carolina 
for their role in the success of Oper-
ation Uptown Funk. Now, that is a 
pretty creative name, but it is a very 
serious issue. It was a yearlong inves-
tigation into drug trafficking in Appa-
lachia. 

This coordinated operation has in-
volved law enforcement agencies from 
Buncombe, Henderson, Haywood, and 

Transylvania Counties in North Caro-
lina as well as Greenville and 
Spartanburg Counties in South Caro-
lina, and it has been supported by the 
Drug Enforcement Administration. 
This is nothing short of a strong testa-
ment to the commitment of our law en-
forcement officers to put the welfare of 
our communities first. 

Over the course of this investigation, 
authorities confiscated more than 
$175,000 in illicit funds, 20 firearms, and 
30 pounds of illegal drugs, including 
substantial quantities of cocaine, 
methamphetamine, and fentanyl. More 
than 30 individuals from Henderson 
County have been arrested and are 
being held accountable for their role in 
this dangerous drug network. 

These results are not just statistics. 
They represent lives saved, overdoses 
prevented, and neighborhoods that can 
breathe easier knowing that they are a 
lot safer. 

In a region still working to recover 
from the devastation caused by Hurri-
cane Helene, dismantling this traf-
ficking ring has brought a renewed 
sense of hope and security for Western 
North Carolinians. 

On behalf of the people of North 
Carolina, I extend my deepest grati-
tude and congratulations to Sheriff 
Lowell Griffin of Henderson County, 
Sheriff Quentin Miller of Buncombe 
County, Sheriff Bill Wilke of Haywood 
County, and Sheriff Chuck Owenby of 
Transylvania County. I also want to 
thank the dedicated men and women 
within their departments—especially 
the Henderson County Drug Interdic-
tion and Criminal Enforcement Unit, 
or DICE—for their service. Their cour-
age has protected countless families 
and made it clear to drug traffickers 
they will find no refuge in the moun-
tains of our beautiful Western North 
Carolina. 

It is my honor to represent a State 
whose law enforcement professionals 
lead with tremendous integrity and 
commitment to our citizens. I will con-
tinue working in the U.S. Senate to en-
sure that they have the tools, re-
sources, and support they need to keep 
our communities safe. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Virginia. 
f 

MOTION TO DISCHARGE—S.J. RES. 
59 

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, pursu-
ant to section 601(b) of the Inter-
national Security Assistance and Arms 
Control Expert Act, I move to dis-
charge the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations from further consideration of 
S.J. Res. 59, to direct the removal of 
U.S. Armed Forces from hostilities 
against the Islamic Republic of Iran 
that have not been authorized by Con-
gress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion to dis-
charge. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 

Motion to discharge from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, S.J. Res. 59, to direct 
the removal of United States Armed Forces 
from hostilities against the Islamic Republic 
of Iran that have not been authorized by 
Congress. 

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, we 
will begin a couple of hours of debate 
on this resolution prior to a vote that 
I understand is scheduled around 6 or 
maybe a little bit thereafter. 

I rise to talk about the resolution for 
the second time in the last week, and I 
need to repeat all the points I made 
when I spoke about it last week. I will 
just begin with this: I came to the Sen-
ate in January of 2013, and I tell people 
that I came with 100 interests and 10 
passions and 1 obsession. The obsession 
that I brought with me to this body 
was an obsession that I will do every-
thing possible I can to stop the United 
States from getting into an unneces-
sary war. 

Why did I bring that obsession with 
me in 2013? I brought it with me be-
cause of the experience in Virginia dur-
ing two wars over the course of 20 
years, from 2001 to 2021. I was Governor 
of Virginia from 2006 to 2010. I was 
Lieutenant Governor of Virginia before 
that. Like every State in this country, 
Virginia was deeply, deeply affected by 
the global War on Terror. 

When I was Governor of Virginia, I 
had the honor and responsibility—but 
it was also a burden—of being the com-
mander in chief of the Virginia Na-
tional Guard. That meant that I was 
with our Guard men and women when 
they deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan 
and when they came home. I went to 
funerals. I went to wakes. These were 
very, very moving experiences. 

I visited, as Governor, our troops, our 
Guard men and women, in both Iraq 
and Afghanistan during that period 
where the war was at a huge upsurge. 
Thousands of Virginia Guard men and 
women were deployed during those 4 
years. Of course, because of who Vir-
ginia is, it wasn’t just our Guard men 
and women; it was also our Active- 
Duty, our DOD civilians, civilians from 
other parts of the Federal family, re-
servists, military contractors, DOD ci-
vilians and their families. The cost of 
that 20 years of war on Virginia was 
very heavy. 

I came with the obsession not only 
because of what I had seen in terms of 
the effect of these wars on my Com-
monwealth and my country—the 
deaths, the injuries, the longstanding 
mental health needs, the tremendous 
expenditure of public treasure, the lack 
of clear and positive results from that 
20 years—but I also came with an ob-
session on this topic because of watch-
ing the way the war started, particu-
larly the war in Iraq. 

The United States was basically—the 
public and this body were basically lied 
to about the extent of the Iraqi pro-
gram of weapons of mass destruction, 
and then an administration forced a 
vote on the floor of this body right be-
fore a midterm election. The debate 
and vote occurred in October of 2022. 
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