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have one of the best storytellers on 
Capitol Hill helping me. 

For more than 20 years, Molly 
Rowley, my director of speechwriting, 
has helped shaped some of my spoken 
words. Monday, June 30, will mark her 
final day on my staff. 

Molly is not from Illinois. Her family 
hails from Missouri, and she is always 
happy to remind us and our colleagues 
that her Kansas City Chiefs are regular 
playoff contenders and repeat Super 
Bowl champions. 

She began her career as a newspaper 
reporter, but she eventually found her 
way into public service, writing speech-
es from New Jersey Gov. Jim Florio, 
the late-Senator Harris Wofford of 
Pennsylvania, and Senator Tom 
Daschle of South Dakota. 

In 2005—20 years ago—Molly came to 
my office after working for Senator 
Daschle when he was the Democratic 
leader of the Senate. Before leaving 
Senator Daschle’s office, Molly had 
written a compelling floor speech that 
caught my attention. I went over to 
Senator Daschle and asked if he had a 
staffer who helped him write that 
speech, and he mentioned Molly. 

Fast-forward to 2005, when I was the 
brandnew whip of the Democratic cau-
cus looking for staffers with leadership 
office experience. Molly was the perfect 
person to bring on board. 

Speechwriting is part art and part 
science but really not either one. It is 
translating complex policy issues into 
a compelling narrative. That is not al-
ways an easy thing to do. 

For Molly, her process starts with a 
simple question: How would this affect 
the average family in Illinois? She has 
a knack for turning arcane legislative 
text into poetry, and she often did so 
with little time and even less back-
ground. 

If you were to strike up a conversa-
tion with Molly, it would not take long 
for you to notice her passion for lan-
guage, creativity, and a deep pride in 
her Irish roots, like so many in my 
home State of Illinois. 

She was able to add some special 
Irish charm to many of my speech ma-
terials over the years, from immigra-
tion events to Chicago’s notable St. 
Patrick’s Day celebrations. 

Molly’s source material knew no 
bounds. She would artfully weave into 
my remarks quotes from our Nation’s 
Founding Fathers; landmark speeches 
of Presidents like Illinois’ very own 
Abraham Lincoln; civil rights icons 
like Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
the late-Congressman John Lewis; 
prose of the Irish literary giants James 
Joyce and William Butler Yeats; and 
even hit Broadway musicals like Lin- 
Manuel Miranda’s ‘‘Hamilton.’’ 

She excelled at uncovering obscure 
facts about a small town or community 
and using it as a centerpiece to tie a 
speech together. Whether ribbon 
cuttings for local health clinics, natu-
ralization ceremonies, commencement 
addresses, or Senate floor speeches, 
Molly did so much more than prepare 

remarks; she found the heart of the 
story. 

Molly’s interest and commitment to 
social justice and civil rights has been 
evident not only in her work but in the 
way she participated in life on Capitol 
Hill. 

A lot of history has been made in 
these hallways, and Molly has made 
herself a part of it, whether chronicling 
the lying in honor of Rosa Parks, State 
of the Union speeches by President 
Obama, or being seated in the middle of 
the room for the Judiciary hearings for 
the nomination of Ketanji Brown Jack-
son to be a Justice of the Supreme 
Court. 

I am grateful to have had Molly as a 
member of my team for all of these 
years and to help me tell these stories. 
I am confident she will use her gift of 
words to raise awareness of current 
events, not just in her community and 
country but globally. 

But, first, she will take a well-de-
served break and explore Europe with 
her mom before returning to spend 
time with her beloved four-legged 
roommate Liam. 

I will miss Molly’s wisdom, skill, and 
rhetorical flourishes. 

I would like to close my remarks 
with her own words about leaving Cap-
itol Hill. Molly wrote recently: 

My favorite part of the Capitol has long 
been the soft dips in the stairs where the 
hard marble has worn down by more than a 
century and a half of footsteps. 

Those indentations always remind me that 
we are part of a great continuum. 

We do our best while we are here to protect 
our beloved democracy and then we move on, 
hoping and trusting that those who come 
after us will also safeguard this priceless 
gift. 

Molly, on your watch, you kept this 
gift safe. I am glad to be part of your 
career on Capitol Hill and a recipient 
of so much good work. I wish you the 
best. 

f 

HONORING OFFICER KRYSTAL 
RIVERA 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, we know 
that our men and women in uniform 
are vital public servants. They shoul-
der an immense responsibility when 
protecting and safeguarding our com-
munities. Each morning, when our offi-
cers put on that uniform and badge, 
they head into the line of duty not 
knowing what the day may bring. They 
may be called on to run toward danger. 
Or they may be put in harm’s way. But 
despite the knowledge of this looming 
risk, our officers selflessly show up in 
service to others day in and day out, 
driven by a sense of mission larger 
than themselves. 

So I am confident I speak for all of us 
in this Chamber when I say a how in-
credibly grateful we are to our police 
officers for their service. This is also 
why it is especially painful and tragic 
when one of our officers is lost in the 
line of duty. And it is with a heavy 
heart and profound sadness that I 
speak about the passing of one of Chi-

cago’s own, Chicago Police Department 
Officer Krystal Rivera. 

Officer Rivera was killed in the line 
of duty on Thursday, June 5 of this 
year. She was just 36 years old—her 
whole life still ahead of her—and leaves 
behind her 10-year-old daughter Bella. 
Officer Rivera was a 4-year veteran of 
the Chicago Police Department, but 
called the city ‘‘home’’ for much 
longer. The youngest of three sisters, 
she was raised in Humboldt Park by 
her loving and proud Puerto Rican par-
ents Yolanda Rivera and Eduardo 
Miguel Rivera. 

Those who were fortunate to know 
Officer Rivera described her as a pas-
sionately protective spirit who loved 
boldly—a trait she no doubt inherited 
from her beloved mother, with whom 
she credited as her greatest motivation 
and inspiration in life. Her father, too, 
shaped her immensely. A preacher, he 
imparted to Officer Rivera not just a 
deep love of God, but a profound sense 
of duty and devotion to family. 

At 18, Officer Rivera initially planned 
to join the Army, but soon felt a strong 
calling to serve her community as a po-
lice officer—and serve she did. While 
she served and juggled the demands of 
motherhood, she also pursued a sepa-
rate goal. Her dream was to become a 
forensic investigator, a dream she ac-
tively pursued. Because of the values 
she lived for, it should come as no sur-
prise that, within the precinct, Officer 
Rivera earned the nickname ‘‘Mama 
2’’—one of two mother figures on the 
team. And for Officer Rivera, family 
was family—blood or not. She had a 
loving heart and touched countless 
lives. 

Officer Rivera’s funeral was held ear-
lier this week, and hundreds of her fel-
low officers, friends, and family came 
out to pay their respects—because that 
is the kind of person she was. That was 
the impact she left. 

And while she held many titles in 
life—daughter, officer, and ‘‘Mama 2’’— 
none were more important to Officer 
Rivera than the one she cherished 
most: ‘‘Bella’s mom.’’ Her daughter 
Bella was her biggest priority in her 
life, and she poured all of herself into 
being her mom. In doing so, she gave 
Bella those same values her parents 
gifted her—values I am confident Bella 
will carry with her as she continues 
through life. And so I want to close 
with a story about Bella. 

This story was originally shared at 
the service for Officer Rivera earlier 
this week where she was laid to rest; it 
is worth recounting. 

On the night of her mother’s tragic 
passing, Bella looked Chicago Police 
Superintendent Larry Snelling in the 
eye and asked him one simple question: 
‘‘Was my mom a good police officer?’’ 
Officer Snelling responded, ‘‘Your mom 
was an exemplary police officer . . . 
She was magnificent because, what I’ve 
often said about being an exemplary 
police officer, you first have to be an 
exemplary human being.’’ 
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To Bella, I would like to say: Your 

mother wasn’t just a good police offi-
cer. She was a great one. And she 
wasn’t just a good mother. She was an 
exceptional one. To lose your mother 
at that age must be an incredible pain. 
But, Bella, while painful, I hope you 
find comfort in her memory. Find com-
fort in remembering her kind smile and 
warm embrace. And find comfort know-
ing that, while she may be gone, she 
lives on through you—her sweet 
Bella—as you continue your own jour-
ney through this great ride called life. 

My wife Loretta and I send our deep-
est condolences to Officer Rivera’s 
family, including her mother Yolanda; 
her sisters Jacqueline and Yasmin; and 
her stepfather Roderick—along with 
Bella. 

May God watch over you and wipe 
your tears during this difficult time, 
and may he continue to guide you 
today, tomorrow, and forevermore. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority whip. 
f 

IRAN 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, yes-
terday, the U.S. Senate got an update 
from the administration about Satur-
day’s strike on Iran. We heard from 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Sec-
retary of Defense Pete Hegseth, Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency Director John 
Ratcliffe, and Gen. Dan Caine, who is 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
They told us, beyond a doubt, the Iran 
strikes were successful. 

Two things are clear: one, President 
Trump protected our country; and, 
two, America drew a redline on Iran— 
no nuclear weapons—and President 
Trump enforced it. 

Every recent President has said a nu-
clear Iran is unacceptable. Bill Clinton 
said it. George W. Bush said it. Barack 
Obama said it. Joe Biden said it. Even 
Senate Minority Leader CHUCK SCHU-
MER said back in 2015: 

If there is only a 10 percent chance Iran 
uses a nuclear weapon, it is vital we prevent 
it. 

That is exactly what President 
Trump did, and he did it effectively. 
For over 40 years, Iran has targeted, 
threatened, and terrorized the United 
States and our allies. We know from 
our own intelligence and from inde-
pendent experts that Iran was dan-
gerously close to getting nuclear weap-
ons. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle have called for diplomacy. 
Well, President Trump tried diplomacy 
for months. President Trump laid down 
guidelines and deadlines, and then he 
drew a redline. Iran used diplomatic 
talks to stall. It did so as it continued 
to race toward a nuclear weapon. 

As Commander in Chief, President 
Trump has the full authority to act. He 
did so consistent with article II, sec-
tion 2 of the Constitution, and he did 
so decisively. It was a limited, power-
ful, and precise strike. It was aimed 

specifically at Iran’s nuclear facili-
ties—not at Iran’s leadership, not at 
the Iranian people. And here is more 
good news: No American lives were 
lost—absolutely none. 

This was a powerful message to Iran, 
but not just to Iran—also to Russia, to 
China, to North Korea, and to anyone 
else who is an adversary of the United 
States. The message is this: America 
means what it says, and America will 
keep our people safe. 

Now, Democrats, of course, rushed to 
turn this successful strike into a polit-
ical fight. Even today, they are forcing 
the Senate to vote this very afternoon 
on a resolution that says the President 
lacked the authority to do what he did. 
They have gone so far as to imply that 
the successful protection of the Amer-
ican people is an impeachable offense. 
Democrats are calling for the Presi-
dent’s impeachment because of his suc-
cessful attack on the Iranian nuclear 
program. 

National security should be some-
thing that unites us. But let’s not for-
get that Democrats have said Presi-
dents can act without a vote of Con-
gress. They have said it many times in 
the past. Recall, when President 
Obama struck Libya in 2011, Speaker 
NANCY PELOSI said Congress wasn’t 
needed because the strike was ‘‘lim-
ited.’’ 

Now that there is a Republican in the 
White House, what we are seeing is 
that Democrats are suddenly trying to 
rewrite the rules. National security 
moves fast. That is why our Constitu-
tion gives the Commander in Chief real 
authority. President Trump seized the 
moment. He did it responsibly; he did 
it decisively; and he did it constitu-
tionally. America and our allies are 
safer today because of it. 

And the resolution from Senator 
KAINE that we are voting on today I be-
lieve is not needed, and I most cer-
tainly will oppose it. If passed, it would 
prevent the President from protecting 
us in the future. I urge all of my col-
leagues to reject it. 

f 

IMMIGRATION 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, on a 
related matter, the Iranian air strike is 
about more than nuclear weapons. It is 
about, also, the threat of terrorism. 
Iranian terrorists have targeted Ameri-
cans for decades. Iran actively pursued 
an assassination plot against President 
Trump. Other top officials in the 
United States have also been targets of 
Iranian terrorists. 

Recently, Iran threatened to activate 
its so-called sleeper cells right here in-
side the United States. Let that sink 
in. This is an urgent reminder that na-
tional security starts with border secu-
rity. 

Under Joe Biden and the Democrats, 
more than 1,500 illegal immigrants 
from Iran crossed our southern border, 
and 729 of them were released into our 
country by Joe Biden. And that might 
just be the tip of the iceberg because, 

remember, under Joe Biden and the 
Democrats, there were millions of 
‘‘got-aways,’’ people who weren’t 
stopped sneaking across the border; 
they were detected—either through 
satellite images or different mecha-
nisms of looking for people: heat detec-
tion of people moving across the 
desert—but not able to be captured. 

How many of them were Iranian 
agents as well? How many of them are, 
today, in sleeper cells? Well, the truth 
is, no one knows. What we do know is 
this: President Trump took office, and 
since that time, illegal border cross-
ings are down by 95 percent. 

Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment agents are working fast. In the 
last 7 days alone, ICE arrested 130 ille-
gal immigrants from Iran. Right now, 
670 Iranian nationals are being de-
tained. President Trump’s detentions 
are working. 

Now the administration needs more 
resources to finish the job. That is why 
Republicans are fighting for our com-
prehensive safety agenda. Our bill in-
creases funding for border security and 
enforcement by $160 billion. It finishes 
the wall. It hires thousands of new Bor-
der Patrol and ICE agents. It gives 
them a bonus for keeping our commu-
nities safe. 

In November, Americans wanted, 
needed, and voted for safe communities 
and secure borders. Our Republican 
safety agenda delivers what the Ameri-
cans want, need, and have voted for. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 

MOODY). The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

ONE BIG BEAUTIFUL BILL 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, it 

has been a pretty rough week for Don-
ald Trump’s so-called Beautiful Bill. As 
everyone watching can tell, things 
haven’t gone according to plan. The 
bill has been bucking under its own 
weight, the delays have piled up, and it 
is obvious large chunks of the Repub-
lican conference don’t like their own 
bill. 

But, of course, we are hearing that 
Republicans may still try to bring this 
legislation to the floor as soon as to-
morrow. That is not real legislating. 
This is a total rush job. This is Donald 
Trump bullying Senate Republicans to 
get a bill passed no matter what is ac-
tually in it, and this is Republican 
leadership perhaps daring their own 
members who are deeply worried about 
this bill to oppose it on the floor. 
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