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vote no, but we cannot dodge it, and it 
only takes a majority vote to pass the 
President’s request. 

The President has sent to us a rescis-
sion package. It is $9.4 billion, as you 
know, Mr. President—$9.4 billion. The 
President is asking us to remove spend-
ing that Congress appropriated for 
areas in foreign aid and for public 
broadcasting. I want to talk about the 
foreign aid part. 

We are going to have plenty of time 
to debate whether we all agree with the 
President, but I want the American 
people to understand the type of spend-
ing porn that President Trump is ask-
ing to take out of Congress’s budget. 

The Honorable JODEY ARRINGTON, 
who is a Congressman—damn good one, 
too—he is chairman of the House Budg-
et Committee. The Congressman put 
together just a few items in the foreign 
aid spending provisions that the Presi-
dent is asking us to remove. This list is 
illustrative; it is not exhaustive. I just 
wanted to point a couple of these pro-
grams out. Again, this is spending the 
President is asking us to revoke. You 
be the judge, folks. It is your money. 
The American people can decide wheth-
er we ought to spend their money on 
this or take it out as the President has 
requested. 

Here is my chart, but I don’t know if 
you can read it. 

In fact, it is the wrong chart. Put up 
the other one, Nate. 

I will just mention a couple of the 
programs. 

Congress appropriated $4 million for 
sedentary migrants in Columbia. The 
President wants us to take it out. 

Congress appropriated in the—let me 
say, in many of these cases, we didn’t 
appropriate the money for the specific 
things it was spent on. The bureaucrats 
did that. We might have sent the exec-
utive branch let’s say $3 million for 
foreign aid, and the executive branch, 
the bureaucrats there, under President 
Biden, decided how the money would be 
spent. 

So I know Congress is not blameless, 
believe me, but we did not approve 
these specific items of expenditures. 
We approved the amounts in the gen-
eral subject area, like foreign aid; the 
bureaucrats did the rest. 

The bureaucrats decided to spend $3 
million for circumcision, vasectomies, 
and condoms in Zambia—you decide 
whether that is a priority; $3 million 
for sexual reproductive health in Ven-
ezuela; $21⁄2 million for teaching young 
children how to make environmentally 
friendly reproductive health deci-
sions—I didn’t know there was any 
such thing as an environmentally un-
friendly reproductive health decision; 
$167,000 the bureaucracy has spent or is 
proposing to spend on free education 
and healthcare for migrants in Ecuador 
and Venezuela; $67,000 to provide insect 
powder to children in Madagascar. 

Mr. President, have you ever had in-
sect powder? Don’t answer that. I don’t 
think I am even supposed to be asking 
you under Senate rules. But I haven’t 
had it. 

In the area of LGBTQIA and gender 
programs—again, you be the judge 
whether this is something we ought to 
be spending your money on when we 
have got $36 trillion of debt. 
‘‘LGBTQIA’’ stands for ‘‘lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, intersex, and 
asexual.’’ 

The one I had to look up was 
‘‘intersex.’’ Apparently, intersex is 
from someone that identifies as both a 
man and a woman. 

The bureaucracy wants to spend $5.1 
million to strengthen the ‘‘resilience of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
intersex, and queer global move-
ments.’’ The President has asked us to 
take it out. 

Mr. President, $833,000 for services for 
‘‘transgender people, sex workers their 
clients, and sexual networks’’ in Nepal; 
$643,000 for LGBTQIA programs in the 
Western Balkans; $567,000 for LGBTQI 
programs in Uganda; $33,000 for being 
LGBTI in the Caribbean. 

In the area of the climate, the bu-
reaucrats want to spend—and Presi-
dent Trump wants us to take it out—$6 
million appropriated for net zero cities 
in Mexico; $2.1 million for climate re-
silience in Southeast Asia, Latin 
America, and East Africa; $614,700 for 
climate adaptation, including growing 
coral reefs in the Caribbean; $500,000 in 
Rwanda to buy electric buses—your 
money; $8,000 to promote vegan food in 
Zambia. 

In terms of electoral assistance, the 
bureaucracy has some ideas about how 
we ought to spend money appropriated 
to the executive branch to help people 
in their elections. 

The bureaucracy wants to spend $1 
million on voter ID programs in Haiti— 
if you know anything about Haiti, it is 
a mess; they are not about to have 
elections anytime soon—$889,000 for 
electoral reforms and voter education 
in Kenya. 

In the area of media arts and culture, 
the bureaucracy proposes to spend $6 
million to support media organizations 
and civic life in Palestine and $3 mil-
lion for Iraqi Sesame Street. This is 
just a taste. This list is illustrative; it 
is not exhaustive. 

So when you see us debating whether 
we should reduce the Federal budget by 
$9.3 billion—which the House has al-
ready decided to do, and now it is our 
turn—and I say what—which I have re-
peatedly said and continue to say is 
that all the President is asking us to 
do is cut the spending porn from the 
budget. 

You can make up your own mind. It 
is your money. If you think we ought 
to be spending the money on this, en-
courage us to vote no. But if you think 
you could spend this money of yours 
better than the bureaucracy could or 
we could spend it on our kids or our 
roads or our healthcare, then encour-
age us to vote yes. 

I see my colleague Senator WARREN 
is here. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

MORENO). The Senator from Massachu-
setts. 

IRAN 
Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, bomb-

ing another country is an act of war; 
and last week, Donald Trump launched 
an attack that could spin the United 
States into another endless war in the 
Middle East. What followed from that 
decision can only be described as pure 
madness. 

Trump declared total victory. Iran 
threatened retaliation. Americans in 
the region were forced to shelter in 
place. 

Trump’s own team then admitted no 
one knows where the nuclear materials 
are and what nuclear capacity Iran 
might still have. Trump called for re-
gime change, and then last night, just 
for a moment, we hoped and believed 
there was a cease-fire, only for us to 
wake up to frantic posts on social 
media by the President begging both 
sides to stop shooting missiles and 
rockets at each other. 

Today, the Deputy Commander of 
Central Command could not describe 
what kind of contingency plans the De-
fense Department was making or even 
whether they did or didn’t have plans 
for the United States to put boots on 
the ground in this Middle East conflict. 

And a classified briefing scheduled 
for right now that we should be having 
so that all the Senators can ask ques-
tions about what has happened and 
what is currently happening in Iran 
has just been scrapped by the Repub-
licans for another 48 hours. 

There is no grand plan. There is no 
careful effort to develop a responsible 
U.S. foreign policy designed to keep us 
all safe. Once again, Donald Trump 
serves up chaos—dangerous chaos— 
that threatens the long-term security 
of the American people. 

New reporting by CNN and the New 
York Times suggest Donald Trump’s 
bombing of Iran failed to destroy its 
nuclear program. 

The media reports highlight that the 
strikes only set back Iran’s nuclear 
program by a few months—a few 
months, while risking another war in 
the Middle East. 

Now, we all agree that Iran should 
not and cannot have a nuclear weapon. 
We are committed to that. But the 
only successful strategy for preventing 
Iran from developing a nuclear weapon 
is diplomacy, something that Donald 
Trump has been pursuing right up until 
Prime Minister Netanyahu began 
bombing Iran. That is what we need 
right now, for all sides to come to the 
table to build an agreement that is 
sturdy and that cements lasting peace 
in place. 

But Trump’s reckless action, backed 
by many Republicans in Congress, 
makes it more likely that this crisis 
escalates into a deadly cycle of vio-
lence. Trump’s reckless action puts 
American lives at risk. Trump’s reck-
less action risks initiating another 
endless war that could last months, or 
even decades, as it did in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. 

We have the power to put a stop to 
this madness right now. Senator KAINE 
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has introduced a war powers resolution 
to stop Donald Trump from turning 
these Iran bombings into another end-
less war in the Middle East. 

Americans don’t need another war. 
Americans don’t want another war. 
They need and want good jobs and 
lower prices, and that is exactly what 
we should be focused on. 

ONE BIG BEAUTIFUL BILL 
Mr. President, now, when Donald 

Trump ran for President, he promised 
over and over that he would lower 
costs on day one. His words: On day 
one. 

And after he was elected, he was told 
that his policies would drive up costs. 
Trump said he ‘‘couldn’t care less.’’ 
Now we are on day 154, and costs are 
up. Families are paying more for gas, 
more for housing, more for electricity. 
Prices are even going up on baby stroll-
ers—or as Donald Trump calls them 
‘‘the thing you carry the babies around 
in.’’ Yeah, Donald Trump, man of the 
people. 

So, logically, right now, Republicans 
in Congress are ramming through 
Trump’s Big Beautiful Bill, a bill that 
is not designed to bring down costs, but 
that will rip away healthcare from over 
16 million people and hand that money 
over to every billionaire CEO who paid 
to be in the front row at Donald 
Trump’s inauguration. 

For anyone who is watching, I am 
here today to read into the RECORD 10 
ways that Trump and Republicans’ Big 
Beautiful Bill will make your life more 
expensive: 

One, your utility bills may go up. 
The Republicans’ bill will get rid of in-
vestments that we have made in clean 
energy. Now, we need that energy, and 
the Republicans take our country 
backwards. It also means that the price 
of electricity will go up for American 
families like yours. 

Two, your rent could go up. How? Re-
publicans are trying to block State and 
local governments from fighting 
schemes that predatory housing com-
panies use to artificially jack up the 
price of rent. 

Three, if you are a kid from a work-
ing-class family and you don’t have the 
money to write one check to pay for 
college, Republicans will make that 
even more expensive for you. That is 
right, Republicans want to make it 
more expensive for you to go to col-
lege. They are cutting Pell grants. 

Four, Republicans are making your 
student loan payments go up. Inde-
pendent experts explain that by chang-
ing how student repayment plans work, 
Republicans could raise your student 
loan payments by an average of $400 a 
month. 

Five, Republicans are making it 
more expensive to go to medical 
school. I can’t believe I have to say 
this, but rich kids should not be the 
only ones who can become doctors. But 
this bill would limit how much you 
could take out to go to medical school, 
how much you can get in loans. 

Six, Republicans are making the cost 
of groceries go up with this bill. They 

are cutting food assistance, or SNAP, 
by nearly $200 per person per year. 
More than 7 million people will have 
less help, including more than 4 million 
people who will lose their food assist-
ance altogether. 

Seven, Republicans are increasing 
the cost of prescription drugs for mil-
lions of Americans by demanding that 
States require higher copays for pre-
scription drugs from $4 to $35, the cost 
of a prescription will go up nearly 900 
percent for people on Medicaid. 

Eight, Republicans will send your Af-
fordable Care Act premiums sky-
rocketing, pushing them up by thou-
sands of dollars, and in some cases, 
tens of thousands of dollars every year. 

Nine, Republicans will drive up the 
cost of private health insurance. More 
than half of all Americans get their in-
surance through their employer. When 
a portion of the uncompensated care 
that happens under the Republican bill 
is shifted to private insurers, experts 
estimate that the cost to your family 
will be increased by hundreds of dollars 
a year. 

And 10, Republicans are ripping 
health insurance away entirely from 16 
million people. For those people who 
will be uninsured, the cost of essential 
services like x-rays and blood tests will 
go up, a trip to the emergency room if, 
God forbid, there is an accident could 
mean that they go bankrupt. And that 
is just 10 ways that this bill could raise 
your costs. That is bad. 

But what makes the bill worse is the 
money you lose does not pay down the 
national debt or help us rebuild our 
roads and bridges. Nope. The money 
you lose will be handed directly to a 
handful of giant corporations and bil-
lionaires in the form of new tax give-
aways. Yes, Republicans are stealing 
your healthcare to pay for Jeff Bezos’s 
third yacht. And at the same time that 
working families are worried about war 
and are scraping together enough 
money to put food on the table, Jeff 
Bezos is already celebrating by renting 
out Venice—all of Venice—for his $10 
million wedding. Wow. 

With control of the White House, the 
Senate, and the House of Representa-
tives, this is what Republicans decided 
to do with their power. They decided to 
drive up your costs and rip healthcare 
coverage from millions of people. Real-
ly? Just imagine that. The Republicans 
have virtually unlimited power, and 
they want to use it to kick newborn 
babies out of the hospital and take 
wheelchairs away from people with dis-
abilities, all so they can give that 
money to their billionaire friends and 
their big corporate donors. It is sick-
ening, and I am angry. 

I am angry because I believe it 
shouldn’t just be rich kids who are able 
to afford a trip to the hospital when 
they fall down and break an arm. 

I am angry because I believe it isn’t 
just babies from wealthy families who 
should be able to afford a trip to the 
pediatrician when they get an ear in-
fection. I am angry because I believe it 

isn’t just parents who are Wall Street 
bankers who should be able to pay for 
cancer treatments for their kids. Our 
Nation is better than that. 

My Republican colleagues should feel 
ashamed. Experts have run the num-
bers: 51,000 more people every year will 
die unnecessarily if this Republican 
bill becomes law. And the Republican 
reaction? Senator JONI ERNST pro-
claimed: 

Well, we’re all going to die. 

As recently as today, MITCH MCCON-
NELL is telling Republicans behind 
closed doors that their party can take 
a sledgehammer to Medicaid and ig-
nore people’s concerns because ‘‘they’ll 
get over it.’’ Really? Seniors in nursing 
homes who get kicked to the curb 
won’t get over it. Little kids who find 
their mom or dad on the kitchen floor 
after they couldn’t afford insulin won’t 
get over it. Parents who rely on Med-
icaid to take care of their kids with a 
disability won’t get over it. Because, 
make no mistake, people won’t stop 
getting sick; they will just stop getting 
care. And it doesn’t matter if you are 
in a red State or a blue State either. 

No, if Senate Republicans cut Med-
icaid, we will not get over it. We will 
hold you accountable at the ballot box. 

But right now, this bill is not law. We 
still have time to stop it, and that is 
exactly what we should do. Democrats 
will vote no. We will all vote no. We 
just need a few courageous Repub-
licans, people who care more about 
working people instead of billionaires, 
just a few courageous Republicans to 
join us and to stop the ‘‘Big Beautiful 
Betrayal’’ from becoming law. 

I yield the floor. 
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-
TIS). The Democratic leader is recog-
nized. 

IRAN 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 

would like to just briefly talk about 
the postponement of our hearing that 
was supposed to be occurring at this 
time. This last-minute postponement is 
outrageous, evasive, derelict. Senators 
deserve full transparency, and the ad-
ministration has a legal obligation to 
inform Congress precisely about what 
is happening. 

What is the administration so afraid 
of? Why won’t they engage with Con-
gress on the critical details—the re-
sults of the recent strike, the scope and 
trajectory of this conflict, the adminis-
tration’s long-term strategy to prevent 
Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons, 
and, of course, the potential risks fac-
ing American citizens and our brave 
servicemembers? Such obstruction un-
dermines the very principles of ac-
countability and oversight that guard 
our democracy. 

So if the press reporting about the 
impact of last weekend’s strikes in 
Iran is true—and I cannot confirm 
them—then that might be the reason 
why the administration postponed our 
classified briefing today at the very 
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