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SEC. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by
this Act shall take effect on the second full
award year that begins after the date of en-
actment of this Act.

(b) AWARD YEAR.—In this section, the term
“award year” has the meaning given the
term in section 481(a)(1) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1088(a)(1)).

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 287—RE-
AFFIRMING THE IMPORTANCE
OF THE UNITED STATES PRO-
MOTING THE SAFETY, HEALTH,
AND WELL-BEING OF REFUGEES
AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN
THE UNITED STATES AND
AROUND THE WORLD

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
CoONS, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. HICKENLOOPER,
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY,
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHIFF,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WELCH, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. WYDEN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. RES. 287

Whereas June 20, 2025, is an international
day designated by the United Nations as
“World Refugee Day’’, to recognize refugees
around the globe and celebrate the strength
and courage of people who have been forced
to flee their homes to escape conflict or per-
secution due to their race, religion, nation-
ality, political opinion, or membership in a
particular social group;

Whereas July 28, 2025, is the 74th anniver-
sary of the adoption of the Convention relat-
ing to the Status of Refugees, held at Geneva
on July 28, 1951, which defines the term ‘‘ref-
ugee’ and outlines the rights of refugees and
the legal obligations of nation states to pro-
tect such rights;

Whereas, in 2025, the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (referred to in
this preamble as “UNHCR’’) reported that as
of the end of 2024—

(1) there were more than 123,000,000 dis-
placed people who had been forced from their
homes worldwide, which is more displaced
people than at any other time in recorded
history, including more than 31,000,000 refu-
gees, 8,400,000 asylum seekers, and 73,500,000
internally displaced persons;

(2) 73 percent of all refugees worldwide
were hosted in low- and middle-income coun-
tries and fewer than 1 percent of refugees are
ever resettled;

(3) there were 6,100,000 Syrian refugees and
asylum-seekers and an additional 7,400,000
people displaced inside Syria as a result of
years of conflict, but the fall of the Assad re-
gime has raised renewed hope for return for
many displaced Syrians, with more than
500,000 Syrian refugees returning to the
country and an estimated 1,200,000 internally
displaced Syrians returning to their area of
origin as of May 2025;

(4) approximately 8,800,000 Ukrainians were
forcibly displaced as a result of the ongoing
invasion of Ukraine by Russia, including
more than 5,000,000 Ukrainian refugees;

(5) there were an estimated 5,800,000 Af-
ghan refugees around the world, representing
a decrease from 2023 in part due to deporta-
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tions from refugee-hosting countries, which
placed vulnerable Afghans, including women
and girls, at risk of persecution;

(6) more than 14,300,000 people were forc-
ibly displaced due to the ongoing conflict in
Sudan, representing nearly 1 in 3 Sudanese,
including an estimated 2,800,000 refugees who
have fled to neighboring countries, many of
whom are women or children;

(7) there were more than 6,000,000 Ven-
ezuelan refugees and migrants globally, the
majority of whom were hosted in Latin
America;

(8) more than 1,000,000 people were forcibly
displaced in Haiti due to widespread vio-
lence, representing a 200 percent increase
during the year;

(9) more than 90 percent of the population
of Gaza (approximately 2,000,000 people) had
been internally displaced since October 2023;

(10) in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, one of the largest internal displace-
ment crises in the world continued to grow,
with approximately 7,400,000 forcibly dis-
placed people within or from the country as
a result of violence between armed groups;

(11) an estimated 1,100,000 Rohingya refu-
gees resided in Bangladesh, constituting the
largest refugee settlement in the world, with
thousands more Rohingya refugees residing
in nearby countries; and

(12) in the Sahel region, which encom-
passes Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger, an es-
timated 3,500,000 people were forced to flee
their homes, an 89 percent increase since the
end of 2020;

Whereas the vast majority of people flee-
ing persecution do not have access to refugee
resettlement and instead must seek protec-
tion through asylum or other humanitarian
pathways;

Whereas welcoming people from around
the world who have been oppressed and per-
secuted is a tenet of our Nation and the
United States is home to a diverse popu-
lation of refugees and immigrants who con-
tribute to the economic strengths and cul-
tural richness of our communities;

Whereas, since seeking asylum is a pro-
tected right under United States domestic
and international law, the United States is
legally obligated to contribute to the main-
tenance of a humane and functioning inter-
national asylum system;

Whereas the principle of non-refoulement
is also a central tenet of the United States
refugee and asylum systems and thousands
of people living in the United States who im-
migrated from countries around the world
would be subject to harm if they were de-
ported to their countries of origin or to third
countries due to widespread conflict or per-
secution in such countries;

Whereas the United States Refugee Admis-
sions Program, which was established in
1980—

(1) is a lifesaving pillar of global humani-
tarian efforts;

(2) advances United States national secu-
rity and foreign policy goals; and

(3) supports regional host countries;

Whereas, through the United States Ref-
ugee Admissions Program the number of ref-
ugees who arrived in the United States in-
creased from only 11,411 during fiscal year
2021 to 100,034 during fiscal year 2024;

Whereas Executive Order 14163 (90 Fed.
Reg. 8459; relating to realigning the United
States Refugee Admissions Program), which
was issued on January 20, 2025, indefinitely
suspending all refugee admissions to the
United States, put at risk the lives and well-
being of refugees fleeing violence and perse-
cution, including Afghans, Burmese
Rohingya, and Sudanese;

Whereas, as of June 2025, the ongoing ref-
ugee admissions ban remains in effect;

Whereas—
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(1) more than 100,000 refugees who had been
conditionally approved for refugee status by
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
remain indefinitely stranded;

(2) more than 22,000 refugees who were con-
sidered ‘‘ready for departure’” and who had
completed all necessary medical checks, se-
curity screenings, and interviews remain in-
definitely stranded; and

(3) more than 12,000 refugees who had
flights booked to travel to the United States,
many of whom had begun to move and sell
belongings in preparation for their resettle-
ment, remain indefinitely stranded;

Whereas the Trump administration’s selec-
tive resettlement of Afrikaners to the United
States over tens of thousands of already-ap-
proved refugees who have fled persecution is
a politically motivated and unjust decision
that excludes those most in need of protec-
tion;

Whereas the Constitution of the United
States protects all individuals within its ju-
risdiction, regardless of citizenship status,
and should afford refugees and asylum seek-
ers full due process before deportation or
other adverse action affecting their protec-
tion;

Whereas attempts to suspend refugee ad-
missions, bar individuals based on religion or
nationality, or implement blanket asylum
bans and indiscriminate removal or deten-
tion policies are inconsistent with the Con-
stitution of the United States, the Refugee
Act of 1980 (Public Law 96-212), our treaty
obligations, and established international
human rights norms;

Whereas the Trump administration’s trav-
el ban, issued in Proclamation 10949, dated
June 4, 2025 (90 Fed. Reg. 24497), which went
into effect on June 9, 2025, blocking individ-
uals from 12 countries from entering the
United States and restricting the entry of
nationals from 7 other countries, could deny
refugees and asylum-seekers fleeing conflict,
violence, and persecution the chance to seek
safe refuge in the United States;

Whereas resettlement is an essential part
of a comprehensive strategy to respond to
refugee crises, promote regional stability,
and strengthen United States national secu-
rity;

Whereas resettlement to the United States
is available for the most vulnerable refugees
who undergo rigorous security vetting and
medical screening processes;

Whereas the United States supports the ef-
forts of the UNHCR to increase protection
for, and the global resettlement of, LGBTQI+
refugees overseas;

Whereas women and girls have an in-
creased risk of sexual violence, exploitation,
and trafficking while they are traveling to
seek safe living conditions;

Whereas refugee resettlement organiza-
tions, businesses, and other community and
faith-based groups offer support for refugees
who resettle in the United States, and
groups of private citizens step forward to
support newly arrived refugees through Wel-
come Corps, a refugee sponsorship initiative
under the United States Refugee Admissions
Program, which was terminated by the
Trump administration;

Whereas, according to a study by the De-
partment of Health and Human Services, be-
tween 2005 and 2019, refugees and asylees in
the United States contributed an estimated
$581,000,000,000 in total revenue across all lev-
els of government;

Whereas most refugees integrate and
quickly become self-sufficient members of
their respective communities by joining the
workforce, paying taxes, supporting local
commerce, helping to address labor demand
in critical industries, and creating new jobs;

Whereas robust funding for international
and domestic protection and assistance for
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refugees and other displaced populations bol-
sters United States national security, for-
eign policy, economic, and humanitarian in-
terests; and

Whereas the Trump administration’s
sweeping cuts to United States foreign as-
sistance have reduced support to refugees
abroad, including through the reduction in
food rations to refugees in camps, threat-
ening to destabilize fragile situations: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the urgency to establish and
follow comprehensive, fair, and humane poli-
cies to address forced migration and refugee
challenges;

(2) reaffirms the bipartisan commitment of
the United States to promote the safety,
health, and well-being of millions of refugees
and asylum seekers, including the education
of refugee children and displaced persons
fleeing war, persecution, or torture in search
of protection, peace, hope, and freedom;

(3) recognizes the many individuals who
have risked their lives working, either indi-
vidually or on behalf of nongovernmental or-
ganizations or international agencies, such
as UNHCR, to provide lifesaving assistance
and protection for people around the world
who have been displaced from their homes;

(4) reaffirms the imperative to fully re-
store United States asylum protections en-
shrined in the Refugee Act of 1980 (Public
Law 96-212) by rejecting harmful bans and re-
strictions that limit refugees’ access to pro-
tections and due process at the United
States border;

(5) reaffirms the importance of the United
States Refugee Admissions Program as a
critical tool of the United States Govern-
ment—

(A) to strengthen national and regional se-
curity; and

(B) to encourage international solidarity
with host countries;

(6) calls upon President Trump to lift the
indefinite suspension of the United States
Refugee Admissions Program and to fully re-
store resettlement to the United States; and

(7) calls upon the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, and
the United States Ambassador to the United
Nations—

(A) to uphold the United States’ inter-
national leadership role in responding to dis-
placement crises with humanitarian assist-
ance and to strengthen its leadership role in
the protection of vulnerable refugee popu-
lations that endure gender-based violence,
torture, human trafficking, persecution, and
violence against religious minorities, forced
conscription, genocide, and exploitation;

(B) to work in partnership with the inter-
national community to find solutions to ex-
isting conflicts, prevent new conflicts from
emerging, and tackle the root causes of in-
voluntary migration;

(C) to continue supporting the efforts of
the UNHCR and advance the work of non-
governmental organizations to protect refu-
gees and asylum seekers regardless of their
country of origin, race, ethnicity, or reli-
gious beliefs;

(D) to continue to alleviate pressures,
through humanitarian and development as-
sistance, on frontline refugee host countries
that absorb the majority of the world’s refu-
gees, while effectively advocating for refugee
well-being, including access to education and
livelihoods;

(E) to meaningfully include refugees and
displaced populations in creating and achiev-
ing the policy solutions affecting them;

(F) to respond to the global refugee crisis
by meeting robust refugee admissions goals;

(G) to implement the United States’
pledges made at the Global Refugee Forum
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held in Geneva in December 2023 to expand
refugee protection;

(H) to address barriers faced by refugees
with disabilities by ensuring accessible in-
frastructure and the availability of dis-
ability-related services and social protection
schemes; and

(I) to reaffirm the goals of ‘“World Refugee
Day”’ and reiterate the United States’ strong
commitment to protect refugees and asylum
seekers who live without adequate material,
social, or legal protections.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION  288—CON-
DEMNING THE RISE IN IDEO-
LOGICALLY MOTIVATED AT-

TACKS ON JEWISH INDIVIDUALS
IN THE UNITED STATES, INCLUD-
ING THE RECENT VIOLENT AS-
SAULT IN BOULDER, COLORADO,
AND REAFFIRMING THE COMMIT-
MENT OF THE SENATE TO COM-
BATING ANTISEMITISM AND PO-
LITICALLY MOTIVATED VIO-
LENCE

Mr. McCORMICK (for himself, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. LEE, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr.
LANKFORD, Ms. ROSEN, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. RISCcH, Mr. KING,
Mr. CRAPO, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. MORENO, Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH, Mr. BUDD, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. SCOTT
of Florida, Mr. SHEEHY, Mr. DAINES,
Mr. YOUNG, Mr. GRAHAM, Ms. ERNST,
Mr. JUSTICE, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. SCOTT of
South Carolina, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. CASSIDY, Mrs. BRITT, and
Mrs. FISCHER) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 288

Whereas, on June 1, 2025, in Boulder, Colo-
rado, a peaceful gathering held by the group
“Run for Their Lives” was violently at-
tacked by an individual armed with incen-
diary devices, resulting in multiple injuries,
including to elderly participants, in what au-
thorities have called a targeted, ideologi-
cally motivated act of terrorism;

Whereas this attack represents the latest
in a growing trend of politically and reli-
giously motivated violence directed at Jew-
ish individuals and institutions across the
United States;

Whereas, on May 21, 2025, two Israeli Em-
bassy staff members, Yaron Lischinsky and
Sarah Lynn Milgrim, were fatally shot out-
side the Capital Jewish Museum in Wash-
ington, DC, following a reception for dip-
lomats, and the suspect shouted ‘‘Free, free
Palestine!”” during his arrest;

Whereas, on April 13, 2025, an individual set
multiple fires using incendiary devices at
the Pennsylvania Governor’s Residence
while Governor Josh Shapiro and his family
were inside following a Passover Seder;

Whereas the suspect in the attack on the
Pennsylvania Governor’s Residence, moti-
vated by hostility toward the Governor’s
stance on Israel and Palestinians, admitted
intent to cause harm and now faces charges
including attempted murder, terrorism, and
arson;

Whereas these attacks, though distinct in
method and geography, share a common pat-
tern of targeting Jewish individuals or sym-
bols of Jewish life and civic engagement;

Whereas no individual in the United States
should be subjected to violence or intimida-
tion because of their religion, heritage, or
peaceful advocacy; and
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Whereas acts of antisemitism, whether ex-
pressed through threats, vandalism, or vio-
lence, are fundamentally incompatible with
the values of the United States and must be
condemned unequivocally: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns in the strongest possible
terms the June 1, 2025, targeted act of terror
in Boulder, Colorado, as a cowardly act of
ideologically motivated violence;

(2) recognizes this attack as part of a dis-
turbing pattern of targeted aggression
against Jewish individuals in the United
States;

(3) reaffirms its commitment to protecting
the rights of all individuals in the United
States to assemble peacefully and practice
their faith without fear of violence;

(4) calls on Federal, State, and local law
enforcement agencies to ensure thorough in-
vestigation and prosecution of all such inci-
dents; and

(5) urges elected officials, community lead-
ers, and civil society to speak out against
antisemitism and politically motivated vio-
lence in all forms.

SENATE RESOLUTION 289—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF
POLLINATORS TO ECOSYSTEM
HEALTH AND AGRICULTURE IN
THE UNITED STATES BY DESIG-
NATING JUNE 15 THROUGH JUNE
22, 2025, AS ‘“NATIONAL POLLI-
NATOR WEEK”

Mr. MERKLEY submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works:

S. RES. 289

Whereas pollinators like native bees, but-
terflies and moths, birds and bats, and bee-
tles play a vital role in agriculture through-
out the United States and help produce a
healthy and affordable food supply while also
maintaining the health and diversity of eco-
systems;

Whereas various native pollinator species
help reproduce at least 80 percent of flow-
ering plants, making pollinators indispen-
sable for sustaining the biodiversity of nat-
ural ecosystems;

Whereas enhancing native pollinator and
honey bee populations can result in im-
proved and essential pollination services for
neighboring land, including agriculture and
wildlife ecosystems;

Whereas it is in the strong economic inter-
est of agricultural producers and consumers
in the United States to help ensure healthy,
sustainable, pollinator populations, as polli-
nators add more than $18,000,000,000 in rev-
enue to crop production in the United States
each year, including more than 100 crops
that either need or benefit from native polli-
nators;

Whereas pollinators also contribute to
clean air and water, stable soil, and a diver-
sity of wildlife needed for healthy and pro-
ductive natural ecosystems;

Whereas more than Y4 of North American
bumble bees are facing risk of extinction
while iconic species like the North American
migratory monarch butterfly and the Amer-
ican bumble bee have declined by 85 percent
and 90 percent, respectively, due to dwin-
dling habitat, disease, and other threats;

Whereas the Western monarch butterfly
population has significantly declined from
nearly 10,000,000 butterflies in the 1980s to
fewer than 2,000 butterflies in 2020, and the
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