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standing on the principles of our Con-
stitution. 

And here we are in 2025 where those 
ideals are being tested, where that Con-
stitution is being strained, where a 
Member of this body speaking up and 
asking questions at a time of trial in 
his community is not met with answers 
to his questions but is met with vio-
lence. That is wrong. 

But when wrongs continue—or, as 
our Founders called them, usurpations 
of our inalienable rights—when those 
go unchecked, when such actions go 
unanswered, it paves a road toward 
tyranny, and in our day and age, they 
are signs of our weakening commit-
ment to democracy. 

Our Founders knew something so 
well, and as they pledged themselves to 
break with a King, to break with a cen-
tral powerful person, to break through 
a world where you must go before the 
dear leader and bow in submission, 
where the vicissitudes and the whims 
of an individual leader wreak havoc 
with the community—those people who 
broke with that course of human 
events and established this Nation 
knew one thing for sure: that if we 
were to make this Nation work, we had 
to make an unusual commitment to 
each other. They ended that Declara-
tion of Independence with that com-
mitment—we must mutually pledge to 
each other our lives, our fortunes, and 
our sacred honor. 

There is no honor in what happened 
to one of our Members today when he 
was taken violently and driven to his 
knees. There is no honor in what hap-
pened today when an American stand-
ing up to ask questions to a person in 
authority was met with violence. There 
is no honor in what happened today 
when a Member of our body was thrown 
into handcuffs. There is no honor in 
that. 

But where we can show honor, where 
we can honor our traditions, is not 
being silent in the face of something 
going wrong. The truth of the matter 
is, our Nation has seen wrongs before, 
but the way we dealt with them was by 
having others stand up and call them 
out to help us to correct course. 

When those marchers were met with 
violence at the Edmund Pettus Bridge, 
that was not the end of the story. The 
end of the story happened days later 
when they made it over that bridge; 
when they got to their destination; 
when they presented their grievances 
to their government; when this body 
itself, hearing from the people, passed 
new laws and legislation to protect the 
people and their rights—in this case, 
their voting rights. 

Bad things happen. Mistakes are 
made. Power seeks more power. Our 
country is not bereft of demagoguery 
or hate or powerful people who want to 
suppress dissent, people who equate op-
position with being un-American. We 
have seen that all. But so far, we have 
seen people in those times having the 
courage to stand up and stand against 
it, who have called it out to demand re-
dress, to fight for justice. 

This is a moment that demands that 
tradition. This is a moment that de-
mands not just people on one side of 
the political aisle, not just one party, 
it demands us coming together and 
pledging a deeper, more sacred honor— 
that we will defend this democracy, 
that we will uphold the Constitution 
and stand together united against any-
one—especially using violence—who 
tries to suppress the fundamental 
rights of another American, especially 
a senior U.S. Senator from the great 
State of California. 

I yield the floor. 
(Mr. CURTIS assumed the Chair.) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HUSTED). The majority leader. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 145. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Gary Andres, of 
Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of Health and Human Services. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 145, Gary 
Andres, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services. 

John Thune, Eric Schmitt, Bernie 
Moreno, John Boozman, James C. Jus-
tice, Dan Sullivan, Pete Ricketts, Mike 
Rounds, Chuck Grassley, Jon Husted, 
Ted Cruz, Rick Scott of Florida, John 
Hoeven, Mike Crapo, Ashley Moody, 
Marsha Blackburn, Katie Boyd Britt. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 98. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Olivia Trusty, 
of Maryland, to be a Member of the 
Federal Communications Commission 
for the remainder of the term expiring 
June 30, 2025. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 98, Olivia 
Trusty, of Maryland, to be a Member of the 
Federal Communications Commission for the 
remainder of the term expiring June 30, 2025. 

John Thune, John Boozman, Cindy Hyde- 
Smith, Roger Marshall, Katie Boyd 
Britt, Tommy Tuberville, Ashley 
Moody, Ted Budd, John Barrasso, Mar-
sha Blackburn, Roger F. Wicker, Steve 
Daines, Mike Rounds, Jon Husted, 
Markwayne Mullin, Rick Scott of Flor-
ida, Pete Ricketts. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 99. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Olivia Trusty, 
of Maryland, to be a Member of the 
Federal Communications Commission 
for a term of five years from July 1, 
2025. (Reappointment). 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 99, Olivia 
Trusty, of Maryland, to be a Member of the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:49 Jun 13, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00026 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G12JN6.043 S12JNPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3385 June 12, 2025 
Federal Communications Commission for a 
term of five years from July 1, 2025. (Re-
appointment) 

John Thune, John Boozman, Cindy Hyde- 
Smith, Roger Marshall, Katie Boyd 
Britt, Tommy Tuberville, Ashley 
Moody, Ted Budd, John Barrasso, Mar-
sha Blackburn, Roger F. Wicker, Steve 
Daines, Mike Rounds, Jon Husted, 
Markwayne Mullin, Rick Scott of Flor-
ida, Cynthia M. Lummis. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent for rollcall vote No. 
321, motion to invoke cloture on S. 
1582, a bill to provide for the regulation 
of payment stablecoins, and for other 
purposes, as amended. Had I been 
present for the vote, I would have 
voted nay. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I was nec-
essarily absent for rollcall vote No. 297, 
the confirmation of Executive Calendar 
No. 111, Brett Shumate, of Virginia, to 
be an Assistant Attorney General. Had 
I been present, I would have voted no. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 298, the motion to invoke clo-
ture on Executive Calendar No. 49, 
David Fotouhi, of Virginia, to be Dep-
uty Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. Had I been 
present, I would have voted no. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 299, the confirmation of Exec-
utive Calendar No. 49, David Fotouhi, 
of Virginia, to be Deputy Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. Had I been present, I would 
have voted no. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 300, the motion to invoke clo-
ture on Executive Calendar No. 112, 
Stephen Vaden, of Tennessee, to be 
Deputy Secretary of Agriculture. Had I 
been present, I would have voted no. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 301, the confirmation of Exec-
utive Calendar No. 112, Stephen Vaden, 
of Tennessee, to be Deputy Secretary 
of Agriculture. Had I been present, I 
would have voted no. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 302, the motion to invoke clo-
ture on Executive Calendar No. 117, An-
drew Hughes, of Texas, to be Deputy 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment. Had I been present, I would 
have voted no. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 303, the confirmation of Exec-

utive Calendar No. 117, Andrew Hughes, 
of Texas, to be Deputy Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development. Had I 
been present, I would have voted no. 

f 

GENIUS ACT 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 

as I travel from Washington, DC, to 
participate in a congressional delega-
tion focused on U.S. national security 
while debate on the GENIUS Act, S. 
1582, continues, I rise today to expound 
on my support for this critical bill. 
This bill represents what the U.S. Sen-
ate can achieve when Republicans and 
Democrats collaborate in earnest. As 
lawmakers, we have the responsibility 
to build and improve upon laws that 
are no longer applicable to 21st century 
innovation. The GENIUS Act is an im-
portant first step that helps solidify 
the United States as a leader in shap-
ing payments modernization. We must 
maintain this ongoing effort to ensure 
digital assets grow and evolve in a safe 
and sound manner that not only pro-
tects national security but also the 
people engaging these technologies. 

The current iteration of the GENIUS 
Act is distinctly different from the text 
that was originally introduced because 
of bipartisan negotiations. The version 
being considered includes a change in 
section 7(B) that I introduced during 
the Senate Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs legislative hearing on 
March 13, 2025. This change ensures 
payment stablecoin issuers can only 
issue, redeem, and manage reserves to 
back their stablecoins and prevents 
issuers from engaging in speculative 
and high-risk ventures that could in-
crease the likelihood of a failure. 

Furthermore, while the GENIUS Act 
provides a roadmap for more robust 
Federal consumer protections, I sup-
port the preservation of State con-
sumer protection laws in the bill. As 
the former Attorney General of Ne-
vada, I have always been a strong advo-
cate for preserving a State’s authority 
to act in the best interest of its resi-
dents. This goal is accomplished 
through the negotiated savings clause 
in section 7(f)(4) which solidifies con-
gressional intent to preserve State con-
sumer protection law through the bill. 

The GENIUS Act is not the end of 
Congress’s work to bolster national se-
curity, encourage innovation, and pro-
tect consumers in the emerging digital 
assets ecosystem. We must continue 
our work to further our ideals that 
have made the U.S. financial system 
the envy of the world. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ERICA WHEELAN 
HEYSE 

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize Ms. Erica Wheelan 
Heyse, who this June marks 25 years of 
extraordinary service to the Congres-
sional Award Foundation, Congress’s 
only charity and the highest honor 
available to America’s youth. 

Since joining the foundation in 2000 
and now serving as National Director, 

Ms. Heyse has transformed a modest 
recognition program into a nationwide 
engine of opportunity. Under her stew-
ardship, the Congressional Award is ac-
tive in every State, the District of Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico, and the terri-
tories, engaging tens of thousands of 
young people in voluntary public serv-
ice, personal development, physical fit-
ness, and exploration. 

Her impact is best captured in one re-
markable figure: 7,528 young Ameri-
cans have earned the gold medal since 
2000 under her guidance, each one a 
story of commitment, growth, and 
civic engagement that echoes well be-
yond the medal ceremony. 

Ms. Heyse’s vision has always 
reached beyond accolades. She 
launched the STEM Stars Initiative, 
opening doors for girls and rural stu-
dents to pursue science and technology 
careers; partnered with Intuit to create 
a free Financial Literacy Center, 
equipping medalists with essential 
money-management skills; and, during 
the COVID–19 pandemic, shifted state-
wide celebrations online so that no 
young person’s achievement went un-
recognized. 

Colleagues and alumni alike describe 
Erica’s signature qualities, humility, 
relentless optimism, and an 
unshakeable belief in every young per-
son’s potential. Whether guiding a 
first-time volunteer in rural Wyoming 
or briefing corporate and military part-
ners on Capitol Hill, she exemplifies 
the servant-leadership we seek to cul-
tivate in the next generation. 

On behalf of the U.S. Senate, I ask 
that this tribute be entered into the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD so that future 
generations may know of Ms. Erica 
Wheelan Heyse’s remarkable quarter- 
century of leadership. Her work has ex-
panded opportunity, strengthened com-
munities, and inspired a culture of 
service that will echo across our Na-
tion for decades to come. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Hanley, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 5:39 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, without amendment. 
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