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In nations around the world that I 

have visited on your behalf as a Sen-
ator, people yearning for freedom and 
people recently free have come and 
spoken about how much the American 
example means to them. 

Earlier this year, I was at a global se-
curity conference, concerned about 
what was happening in our Nation, 
about our division in the dialogue, and 
I heard three young parliamentarians 
from other countries talk about how 
hard they were working. 

Part of our job as Senators is to ask 
hard questions. It is to pose challenges. 
It is to test the Cabinet of the Presi-
dent, to visit Federal facilities, to ask 
questions that are sometimes uncom-
fortable or unwelcome. Just this week, 
I was at three committee hearings and 
had three members of the Cabinet in 
front of me. Did they want to answer 
my questions? Probably not, but they 
did. 

If a Senator of the United States who 
identifies himself as a Senator—in at 
least the video I just saw—gets handled 
this way, gets thrown to the ground 
and handcuffed, what is happening to 
those who have no such title or voice? 
If this gentle and decent and caring 
man is treated this way, what is hap-
pening along the margins in the dark 
spaces in the places we cannot see? 

So I call on my Republican friends 
and colleagues to look hard at this mo-
ment and say: What comes next? What 
comes next? Are we to be at risk of ar-
rest if we threaten to ask a question or 
deign to interrupt? Is our very service 
here as Senators hanging in the bal-
ance in this moment? As we all learn 
more of the facts of what happened in 
Los Angeles, the future of what will 
happen here in our country and in the 
world will wait on your answer. 

Was this an overresponse? Was this a 
misuse of force? Was this a disrespect 
of the very Senate itself? Is this a mo-
ment when, as our Founders who wrote 
the Federalist Papers dreamed, my col-
leagues in the Senate will show their 
loyalty to the role, to the check and 
balance, to the independence of the 
Senate, more than they will show their 
loyalty to their party and their Presi-
dent and demand an answer, an apol-
ogy, and a different path forward? Or is 
this a moment when all of us will 
watch this video of our friend—a mem-
ber of the Judiciary Committee, a rep-
resentative, a Senator of Los Angeles 
and the State of California—being 
roughly mishandled and say: Huh, too 
bad. At least it wasn’t me. 

If we answer this moment with si-
lence, we will be damned, and our chil-
dren and the world will say: They 
didn’t really mean it. 

The members of my family who 
served in the U.S. military knew that 
signing on that line meant being will-
ing to give everything, and I believe 
and have been told that they under-
stood that service to be in service of 
freedom—not in service of any par-
ticular President or party, any par-
ticular State or moment, but in service 
of democracy. 

Democracy is a fragile flower, and 
around the world, people look to what 
we do to know what they should do. 
There are petty, tin-pot dictators, au-
thoritarians, and strongmen around 
the world who will watch this video 
and be encouraged and think this is the 
way to silence their critics. 

I can’t image a Member of this Cham-
ber who knows ALEX PADILLA, who has 
had the blessing of sitting with him in 
moments when he is asked questions or 
engaged in discourse, who thinks of 
him as anything other than a reasoned, 
reasonable, mild-mannered Senator. 
But even if he were not, even if he were 
outspoken, loud, aggressive, annoying, 
the title ‘‘Senator’’ and the role we 
have should entitle him to ask a ques-
tion at a press conference. If the result 
is this mistreatment, heaven help us 
all, and heaven help our democracy. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HUSTED). The Senator from New Jer-
sey. 

f 

ALEX PADILLA 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I want 
to thank the Chair. 

Clearly, the voices of my colleagues 
and I are calling this what it is, which 
is a crossroads for this body. 

One of our Members—it matters not 
what their party—who was in their 
State was forcibly removed when he 
was asking for accountability from the 
executive branch. He was taken out of 
that room forcibly by multiple men, 
who then—even when he identified 
himself, even when he was pulled out of 
that room, he was then forced to the 
ground, pushed upon his face, his hands 
wrenched behind his back, and he was 
put in restraints. 

This is a crossroads for this body. 
This is not a partisan issue; it is one 
about who we are as a body. Will we let 
the abuses of the executive branch 
physically take a Member of this body 
and drive them to the ground and put 
them in restraints? 

And why? Why? Well, we are starting 
to get answers already. Here is Tricia 
McLaughlin, who is the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Department of Homeland 
Security. This is her statement. 

Senator PADILLA chose disrespectful polit-
ical theatre and interrupted a live press con-
ference without identifying himself or hav-
ing his Senate security pin on as he lunged 
toward Secretary Noem. 

Mr. PADILLA was told repeatedly to back 
away and did not comply with officers’ re-
peated commands. @SecretService thought 
he was an attacker and officers acted appro-
priately. 

The statement concludes that: 
Secretary Noem met with Senator PADILLA 

after and held a 15 minute meeting. 

We know this is not true because we 
hear with our own ears on the tape 
Senator PADILLA identifying himself; 
further ‘‘disrespectful political the-
atre’’ is not a justification to remove a 
U.S. Senator in their own State at a 
public press conference and violently 

push them out of the room, drive them 
to the ground, put them on their stom-
ach, and handcuff them. 

Disrespectful behavior? This is our 
democracy. You have a right to speak 
up. You have a right to free speech. 
You have a right to stand and do the 
job that you swore an oath in this 
Chamber to do, to uphold the Constitu-
tion of the United States of America. 
And one of your jobs is to provide a 
check and a balance to the administra-
tion. One of your jobs is to give ac-
countability to the administration. 

I know the other 99 Members of this 
body, and if disrespectful behavior is a 
justification for violent reprisal from 
the administration, how many Mem-
bers of this body—how many Members 
of this body—would be subjected to 
that? 

This is a farce of a justification and, 
therefore, we are at a crossroads. Will 
my colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle—will my Republican colleagues— 
justify the treatment of one of the 
Members of this body, justify the vio-
lence against one of the Members of 
this body, justify a Member of this 
body being thrown upon the ground and 
put in handcuffs—for what? For dis-
respectful behavior. 

If you think it stops with one, you 
are inviting it for the all because it 
does not. You are inviting it for every 
Member of this body. 

If the Obama administration or the 
Biden administration said that a Sen-
ator on the other side of the aisle was 
being disrespectful and threw that Sen-
ator violently onto the ground and put 
him into handcuffs, this body would be 
full of my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle condemning what the Biden 
Justice Department did or the Obama 
Justice Department. 

This should not be about partisan-
ship; this should be about patriotism. 
This should not be about tribalism; it 
should be standing up and being a lead-
er in this moment. 

This is wrong. This violence is wrong. 
But let me be more personal. I tried 

to understand why this particularly 
upset me, and I think my colleague 
from Delaware spoke to that because of 
ALEX PADILLA’s reputation in this body 
of being a kind and gentle person. We 
all know him, the goodness and the de-
cency that he has. He is not one of the 
louder Senators. He is not one of the 
performative Senators. He has a rep-
utation, as my colleague from Dela-
ware said, on both sides of the aisle for 
being a gentle man. 

But I think what was really hard for 
me to see was that a Member of this 
body was driven to his knees and made 
to kneel before authorities. That is 
what got me. I think when I saw him 
driven to his knees forcibly, something 
there got me. 

You see, we know ALEX PADILLA’s 
story. It is an unusual story for this 
body. His family came here as Mexican 
immigrants. His father was a short- 
order cook. His mother cleaned homes. 
They did those jobs that don’t always 
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come with esteem or respect. They did 
those jobs where, when people see 
them, they sometimes look down on 
them. They did those jobs that are 
often marginalized despite their dig-
nity. 

They raised their son to serve. He 
went to MIT. They raised their son to 
work hard, to show grit, to rise. They 
got to watch their son become a city 
councilperson in L.A. They got to 
watch their son ascend to be the sec-
retary of state for California. They got 
to watch their son come to this body. 

And this son of Mexican immigrants 
who cleaned homes and served food, 
this man with equal dignity in this 
body, today, was driven violently to his 
knees as if made to kneel before the 
authority of the executive because he 
was so-called disrespectful. That 
should offend the consciousness, not 
just of the other 99 Members of this 
body, it should offend the conscience of 
this country because if you can make 
ALEX PADILLA forcibly kneel before 
this executive, when does it stop? 

He is a U.S. Senator. And if you can 
force him to kneel to his knees vio-
lently, when does it stop? What does it 
say to other Americans who want to 
speak up? What does it say to other 
Americans that want to exercise their 
constitutional duty? What does it say 
to other Americans this weekend when 
they want to peacefully protest? What 
does it say to other Americans from 
humble backgrounds who know pov-
erty, that if a U.S. Senator who stands 
up to do his job can be made to heel, 
driven to his knees, violently hand-
cuffed, what does it say? What message 
does it send? 

Everybody in this body should see 
that this is a crossroads. They treated 
a Member of the U.S. Senate violently 
after he identified himself; dragged 
him out of the room, threw him upon 
the ground, and put him in handcuffs. 
Every Member of this body should ob-
ject to that. Why? Because the state-
ment was that he was disrespectful. 
That is unacceptable. That is offensive. 
That is un-American. 

So why is there silence right now? 
Why aren’t my colleagues saying—I 
don’t care if it is a Republican, a Dem-
ocrat, or an Independent, when you 
drive a man to his knees in the United 
States of America, that is wrong, that 
is wrong, that is wrong. This is a test. 
This is a crossroads. This is a day in 
which the character of this body will 
be defined. 

ALEX PADILLA, a man of infinite de-
cency, generosity of spirit, who, wheth-
er you disagree with him or not, is so 
well-liked in this body, who today, in a 
time of understandable outrage in Los 
Angeles, went to be with his constitu-
ents to get answers. And when he 
walked into a room and saw a Cabinet 
Secretary and raised his voice to ask 
questions, he was met with violence. 
They heaped upon him indignities. 
They drove him to his knees and then 
to his face and they put him in cuffs. 

Well, they didn’t just assault the 
physicality of ALEX PADILLA, they did 

not succeed in assaulting his dignity. I 
know he rose off that ground with the 
same dignity he had before they threw 
him upon it. What they assaulted 
today is the dignity of this body. What 
is in question now is a truth of who we 
are and what we stand for. 

This is an abuse of power. This is a 
violent act unjustifiably taken on a 
Member of this body. The question is, 
Who will we be as a Senate? The ques-
tion is, How will we respond? Will we 
defend this institution or will we yield 
to the tactics of authoritarian, violent 
leaders? 

I see my colleague here from Mary-
land. I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland. 

f 

ALEX PADILLA 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I 
thank my friend and colleague from 
New Jersey. 

It is hard to contain my emotion ap-
propriately on the Senate floor. This is 
a moment that every American should 
be outraged about, and every American 
should be angry, and not only angry 
about what happened to Senator 
PADILLA but fearful for our democracy 
because we are at a crossroads when it 
comes to the rule of law and respect for 
our democracy and our Constitution in 
the United States of America. 

I felt compelled to cancel the rest of 
my meetings this evening to come 
right here to the floor to join my col-
leagues in speaking out, not just for a 
fellow Senator but for the future of the 
rule of law and due process in the 
United States of America. 

I had to rewind that video three or 
four times to see if this was really hap-
pening. And I saw the earlier video 
come out of him being, essentially, 
dragged out of the room, roughed up, 
and then the other video of him lying 
on his stomach, handcuffed with people 
standing around him. 

Then the lies went out that the Sen-
ator from New Jersey just mentioned. I 
am reading this statement from the 
Department of Homeland Security: 

Senator PADILLA chose disrespectful polit-
ical theatre and interrupted a live press con-
ference without identifying himself. 

That is a lie. Just look at the video. 
You can see him coming in and saying: 
I am Senator PADILLA, the senior Sen-
ator from California. He wanted to ask 
a question. We all have a lot of ques-
tions. He is a U.S. Senator, he should 
be able to ask a question about what is 
happening in his State of California. 

You know, we had the President of 
the United States, just a few weeks ago 
in response to a question, saying he 
wasn’t sure if he had to comply with 
the Constitution of the United States. 
The President of the United States who 
is sworn to take an oath to uphold the 
Constitution said he wasn’t sure if he 
had to comply with the Constitution. 
You have senior administration offi-
cials like Steve Miller talking about 
suspending habeas corpus in the United 

States of America. Habeas corpus is 
the core to due process that makes 
sure that people cannot be deprived of 
their liberty without a fair trial and a 
fair hearing. 

And here we have ALEX PADILLA 
going in to ask a question, and he is 
tackled; he is roughed up; he is dragged 
out of the room; he is put on the floor 
and handcuffed. This is a President 
who also the other day, when asked if 
he would arrest the Governor of Cali-
fornia or whether his people should ar-
rest the Governor of California, he 
said: Yeah, I think maybe they should. 

Think about that. 
This is an administration that ar-

rested the mayor of a major city. This 
is lawless behavior from this adminis-
tration. This is what a dictatorship 
looks like. This is what happens when 
one person tries to grab all the power, 
when they say: I don’t know if I have 
to comply with the Constitution of the 
United States. 

The Constitution of the United 
States is designed to have checks and 
balances. It is designed to make sure 
that our liberties are protected. The 
Bill of Rights protects all of us. And 
yet you see the President of the United 
States and his henchmen and his 
henchwomen trampling over due proc-
ess, trampling over the First Amend-
ment in the country, and trampling on 
a U.S. Senator from California who 
said: Madam Secretary, I have a ques-
tion. 

I am looking forward to hearing 
about what question Senator PADILLA 
wanted to ask because I know Senator 
PADILLA, and I know he had a good 
question to ask of the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, but he didn’t get a 
chance. This is a press conference. The 
Secretary of Homeland Security is tak-
ing questions. The U.S. Senator rep-
resenting the people of that State 
elected to represent the people of that 
State had a question. He didn’t get to 
ask it because he was dragged out of 
the room and thrown on the floor and 
arrested. I want to know what that 
question was going to be, and I know 
that Senator PADILLA will tell us. We 
will probably find out then why the 
Secretary of Homeland Security didn’t 
want to hear the question, because this 
administration wants to shut down 
questions except from the journalists 
that they like. They belittle journal-
ists who ask them any question that 
they see as critical. That is also what 
authoritarian leaders do; they push 
aside people who ask hard but mean-
ingful questions and just call on the 
people who will ask them the slowball 
question. 

You have already seen this at play at 
the Oval Office during press con-
ferences, the President will say: Oh, I 
like that reporter. Oh, that is a terrible 
question. What he means is, it is a 
question that he doesn’t like. And, usu-
ally, the question he doesn’t like are 
questions that are right on target and 
go to the heart of what is happening in 
our country. 
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