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We certainly have seen it in my home
State of South Dakota. Enough
fentanyl was seized in Sioux Falls, SD,
last year to kill 2.5 million people.

Law enforcement reports that the
cartels have a presence in our area, and
the price of a single pill has dropped
from $40 a few years ago to just $56 per
pill today, largely due to the growing
supply.

As bad as this situation is today, it
was much worse a few years ago. Be-
fore 2018, the fentanyl analogs that
were killing so many Americans were
generally classified as schedule II sub-
stances, meaning regulations were less
stringent and violations carried lighter
penalties.

And if a particular analog was moved
to schedule I, the cartels would simply
alter the chemical composition slight-
ly, which meant the new analog wasn’t
subject to stricter enforcement even
though it was no less deadly, but that
ended in 2018 when the Trump adminis-
tration temporarily reclassified all
fentanyl analogs under schedule I. And
Congress has extended that temporary
reclassification several times because
it works.

Now it is time to make that perma-
nent. That is where the HALT
Fentanyl Act comes in. It will perma-
nently classify fentanyl analogs as
what we know them to be: the dead-
liest kind of drugs. And it will ensure
that law enforcement has an important
tool to go after the people bringing this
poison into our country and peddling it
in our communities.

I want to thank Senators CASSIDY
and JOHNSON and Chairman GRASSLEY
for their leadership on this issue and
for getting this bill to this point. I ex-
pect today’s vote in the House will be
broadly bipartisan, as it was in the
Senate, and it will soon be signed into
law by President Trump—all made pos-
sible by their efforts.

The HALT Fentanyl Act has drawn
support from law enforcement officers
and State attorneys general, and per-
haps, most significantly, it has the
support of families of numerous Ameri-
cans who have died from fentanyl
overdoses. And I am grateful to those
families for their passionate advocacy
on this issue and on passage of this
bill.

The HALT Fentanyl Act is just one
step in the fight against the scourge of
fentanyl. In the coming weeks, we will
be taking up legislation to address an-
other aspect of the fight, securing our
borders. Much of the fentanyl in our
country comes across an international
border so securing our borders is a key
step to preventing shipments of this
poison from getting into our country in
the first place, and the bill we will be
voting on in the coming weeks will
make a generational investment in
border security, including finishing the
border wall and investing in personnel
and technology to stop illegal aliens
and illegal drugs from getting across.

Too many Americans have lost their
lives to drug overdoses. And so many of
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those deaths were caused by a single
pill containing a 1lethal dose of
fentanyl. Republicans will continue our
efforts to end this crisis and prevent il-
legal drugs from getting into our coun-
try and devastating our communities.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
don’t often agree with the conservative
Wall Street Journal editorial board,
but they had it right this morning in
their op-ed. They said:

Trump Has No China Trade Strategy.

That is what The Wall Street Journal
said.
Trump Has No China Trade Strategy.

I agree, Trump has no China trade
strategy.

Yesterday, President Trump shouted
from the mountaintops that a trade
deal with China has been ‘‘done,” but
in reality, nothing of the sort hap-
pened.

It is typical Trump. He just makes
things up that he thinks please himself
and please his rightwing for the mo-
ment. In truth, Donald Trump struck a
feeble truce and calls it a victory.

In fact, calling this a ‘‘truce,” calling
it ““feeble” would be putting it kindly.
Donald Trump’s actions with China
and the handshake yesterday accom-
plished virtually nothing. China has
outfoxed him, and we are just back
where we started.

After months of Donald Trump try-
ing to talk tough on China, China
today has more leverage over the
United States than when Trump start-
ed on this venture. Donald Trump’s
trade war has been a colossal failure
and a chaotic mess, with virtually
nothing to show for it.

Donald Trump should go back to the
drawing board and start over and come
up with a plan that actually goes after
China, by joining with our allies in-
stead of going to war with them, by
having them be allies with us to put
pressure on China. And that will make
action against China much tougher and
more successful, instead of what
Trump did, alienating our allies and
having them ally with China instead of
us.

And Donald Trump should tell Mr.
Navarro to get another job. This man
has had terrible advice, in Donald
Trump’s first term and now in Donald
Trump’s second term.

Two months since America’s sup-
posed ‘‘Liberation Day,” it is clear
that Donald Trump’s trade strategy is
not working, and his main problem is
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that he doesn’t have a coherent strat-
egy at all. Donald Trump’s only move
seems to be creating chaos. It is as if
he wakes up in the morning and picks
a country out of a hat. It just pops into
his head, and he runs with it—no strat-
egy, no coherence, no understanding or
appreciation of what occurred the day
before or might occur the day after. He
has turned markets manic, and he has
paralyzed business.

Business leaders you talk to, from
one end of America to the other—big
business, medium-size business, small
business—say they are paralyzed. They
can’t move because they don’t know
what he is going to do next on tariffs.
And given how erratic and inconsistent
he has been, who can blame them.

One Kentucky small business owner,
a Trump supporter who runs a baseball
goods company, described this trade
war as ‘‘a vacation from hell.” To mil-
lions of American businesses, that is
exactly what has happened. This is a
vacation from hell, self-imposed by
Donald Trump.

As the summer break begins, and
families start traveling around the
country, that is exactly what Ameri-
cans are feeling as well: a vacation
from hell, thanks to Donald Trump’s
tariff policies.

SNAP

Mr. President, on SNAP cuts, after
Senate Republicans spent weeks prom-
ising they would moderate the extreme
policies in Donald Trump’s Big Beau-
tiful Bill, last night, they doubled
down. The Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee released the text of their por-
tion of the bill, and the cuts to food as-
sistance are as cruel, harmful, and as
extreme as what came out of the
House. They gave it a fresh coat of
paint and pretended it is somehow
more moderate, when, in reality, it is
not.

What happened to all of those Repub-
licans—the Senate Republicans—who
said they wanted to moderate the
House’s SNAP cuts?

The plan they came up with is the
House bill’s evil twin with a slightly
nicer suit. It would still be the most
aggressive cuts to food assistance in
American history—hundreds of billions
in cuts, just as punitive as when it
came out of the House.

Eight million Americans—3 million
children and seniors—would be in dan-
ger of losing benefits. States would
still carry the burden in a way they
never had to before. And Republican
State Governors are going to start
complaining; let me assure our Repub-
lican colleagues.

Under the Senate plan, a State like
North Carolina could be penalized $438
million in 2028. States have to balance
their budgets. A blow like this would
be crippling, forcing States to make
impossible decisions about who gets to
keep their food benefits and who will
be forced to go hungry.

I urge Senate Republicans to throw
this latest plan away. It is not mod-
erate at all. Again, the Senate’s SNAP
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proposal is basically the House version
proposal’s evil twin, dressed in a slight-
1y nicer suit.

And one other thing, to take food out
of the mouths of hungry Kkids, all they
want is to fill their little tummies and
give it in tax cuts to billionaires—how
perverse, how cruel, even vicious—even
vicious. And then they come up with
these shibboleths: Oh, people aren’t
working. Oh, people are cheating.

They have no proof. They just cut.

It is mean. It is against what our
Scriptures teach us. And this—feeding
the hungry; giving drink to the poor, to
the thirsty—should not be a political
issue. It should not be a partisan issue.
It should be a moral issue.

SILENCERS

Mr. President, on guns, as we speak,
Republicans are once again trying to
jam through a reckless, extreme give-
away to the gun lobby, a provision that
will endanger our kids, betray law en-
forcement, and lead to more gun
deaths. Despite their so-called Big
Beautiful Bill, Republicans snuck in a
radical measure to reverse nearly a
century—100 years—of commonsense
gun rules on silencers.

Senate Democrats will fight this dan-
gerous provision with every tool at our
disposal, including trying to strike it
in the Byrd bath.

Parents don’t want silencers on their
streets. Police don’t want silencers on
their streets. The only ones who do?
The gun lobby. And that is exactly who
this provision is written for.

Silencers have been used in mass
killings, murders. Lawbreakers, they
are the ones who want silencers. And
they have been used in targeted assas-
sinations, in crimes where bystanders
didn’t even know gunshots had been
fired, until it was too late.

There is nothing common sense
about making these deadly devices
easier to buy, easier to make, easier to
use in crimes.

To the extreme Republicans—they
are extremists these days—who slipped
this silencer sneak attack into their
bill: Shame on you. Shame on you for
putting the gun lobby over the lives of
our kids. Shame on you for endan-
gering families and law enforcement.

All the law enforcement people I
speak to don’t want this Republican
proposal because they know that the
people who want silencers are the
criminals who our brave police and
others are fighting.

Shame on you, Republican rightwing
and all the Republicans, even when
they know they are wrong, who go
along with that rightwing for adding
fuel to America’s gun epidemic.

As I said, police departments across
America have been clear: Silencers
make their jobs harder, delaying re-
sponse times, making it harder to
catch criminals, harder to solve gun
crimes, and, yes, easier for criminals to
get away with murder. You cannot call
yourself pro-law enforcement while
voting to put more silencers in crimi-
nals’ hands.
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If Republicans get their way, it will
be open season for criminals with si-
lencers. Senate Democrats will fight
this provision at the parliamentary
level and at every other level with ev-
erything we have got.

NOMINATION OF WILLIAM LONG

Mr. President, on the IRS nomina-
tion today, this one is another doozy.
Senate Republicans want to put a tax
fraudster in charge of the IRS.

Let me repeat that. Senate Repub-
licans want to put a tax fraudster in
charge of the IRS.

And I wish that was just a figure of
speech. But in a little over an hour,
Senate Republicans will vote on the
confirmation of William Long to be the
Commissioner of the IRS. I will vehe-
mently oppose Long’s nomination.

To have a tax fraudster and swindler
like Mr. Long in charge of the IRS is
abominable. It shows the only thing
Donald Trump cares about is helping
cheaters and liars get ahead, while
leaving honest, hard-working families
in the dust.

Mr. Long’s background has nothing
that makes him qualified to be IRS
Commissioner. His only qualification,
like so many of Trump’s nominees who
have had no experience, no knowledge,
is that he is a MAGA cheerleader.

He had no expertise in tax policy
while in Congress. After he left office,
he joined the tax scam industry. In one
instance, Mr. Long was paid over
$60,000 by firms that sold totally fab-
ricated tax credits to investors and
small businesses.

When asked about his role in this
scheme in Committee, Long refused to
answer. When investigators sent him
questions, he went dark.

After Long’s nomination was an-
nounced, the CFO of the company that
swindled those businesses told its in-
vestors not to worry; they will soon
have a buddy at the IRS who will take
off the heat.

This is rank corruption. Donald
Trump naming someone as com-
promised as Mr. Long is just allowing
corruption to be winked at, nodded at,
and even approved.

Under Mr. Long, the IRS will become
the ‘“‘Department of MAGA Crooks.”
Donald Trump will use the IRS, as he
has used other Agencies, to punish his
political opponents and to help cheat-
ers and tax evaders, all while hard-
working families watch billionaires
pay less in taxes.

I implore Senate Republicans to re-
ject Long for being IRS Commissioner.
BROADBAND

Mr. President, finally, on broadband,
last Friday, Secretary Lutnick and the
administration delayed nearly $43 bil-
lion in funding to help 25 million Amer-
icans get access to affordable high-
speed internet. This funding is vital for
kids to do their homework and for fam-
ilies to stay connected. States have
worked hard to get this funding pro-
gram up and running, but now, to help
Starlink—we know who owns that—the
administration has thrown everyone
back to square one.

S3361

Donald Trump seems to find endless
ways to go after States like New York,
and this decision delaying broadband
funding does just that. It will endanger
$660 million in funding to help the hun-
dreds of thousands of New Yorkers—
many in rural areas, Republican dis-
tricts—who lack broadband access.

I joined with Ranking Member CANT-
WELL and Senator LUJAN in urging the
administration not to delay this fund-
ing, but they did it anyway. It is
shameful, and I will keep pushing the
administration to change course.

I urge the Trump administration:
Don’t turn your back on rural families
lacking broadband just to help
Starlink.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

JUDICIARY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the first
few months of this administration, we
witnessed unprecedented, unacceptable
attacks on the Federal judiciary by
President Trump and his allies.

In one particularly egregious exam-
ple, President Trump demanded the
impeachment of a Federal judge who
ruled against the administration, and
President Trump said this man was “‘a
Radical Left Lunatic, a troublemaker
and agitator.” That is a direct, specific
quote from the President of the United
States about a sitting Federal judge.

On Memorial Day, President Trump
referred to members of the bench as
“USA HATING JUDGES” and ‘‘MON-
STERS WHO WANT OUR COUNTRY
TO GO TO HELL.” That is a direct
quote from the President of the United
States about sitting Federal judges.

This kind of reckless, inflammatory
language is part of the President’s on-
going attempt to intimidate the Fed-
eral judiciary. We are supposed to take
this as acceptable conduct? It should
be condemned by all political leaders,
regardless of your political party. But
my Republican colleagues have said
nothing in response to these attacks on
Federal judges. It is the ‘‘silence of the
lambs.”

In April, one of my Republican col-
leagues had the courage to say out loud
why Republicans are not speaking up.
As she put it, “We are all afraid.”

Their fear is simply emboldening this
President. Last month, President
Trump was asked if he needs to uphold
the Constitution. In response, he said:

I don’t know.

It was shocking to hear that response
from the President—even this Presi-
dent—and it demonstrates just how lit-
tle regard he has for our fundamental
rights and our Constitution. Yet my
Republican colleagues are silent.
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