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track down and hold accountable ter-
rorists. These are real partnerships.

But our relationship with Qatar and
the UAE, it can’t be a corrupt relation-
ship. We can’t sell drones to Qatar—our
friend—if our friend is willing to take
part in Trump’s corruption. We cannot
sell weapons to the UAE—our ally—if
our ally is willing to take part in
Trump’s corruption.

We will have a chance this week to
make this clear; that the U.S. Senate
will not facilitate—will not grease the
wheels of Trump’s corruption of our
foreign policy.

We can do that by voting to block
these two arms sales to Qatar and to
the UAE—not permanently but until
both countries commit to deny
Trump’s requests for personal enrich-
ment as part of the bilateral relation-
ship.

That is why Senators VAN HOLLEN,
KAINE, SCHATZ, and SANDERS have
joined me in two resolutions of dis-
approval for those Reaper drone sales
and the Chinook sale, and we will have
a vote on these two resolutions as
early as this week.

President Trump has declared that
U.S. foreign policy is for sale, and the
opening bids from two of the richest
nations in the world is a $2 billion in-
vestment in Trump’s crypto company
from the UAE and a $400 million luxury
plane essentially for the President’s
permanent personal use.

At the exact same moment that
Trump is trying to push a bill through
this Congress that is going to ruin a lot
of people’s lives—cutting off their
healthcare or leaving kids without food
at night—he is making himself even
richer by trading American national
security policy for gifts and, to make it
worse, trading away U.S. national se-
curity secrets in exchange.

The net result is an American public
that is poorer and weaker and less se-
cure and a President who is richer. It is
corrupt. It is corrupt. We have never
ever in the history of this country al-
lowed for a President to do this. Never
in the 250 years that our Republic has
been on the Earth has a President ever
asked another nation to enrich himself
in this way in exchange for preferential
treatment from the U.S. taxpayers.

If you are Republican or Democratic
Senator, you have to see this as un-
precedented, as terrible for our Nation,
as corruption. American foreign policy
should not be for sale. If we let these
arms sales go through, we are greasing
the wheels of that corruption. If we
vote for these resolutions of dis-
approval, at least we have a shot to
stop it.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

NOMINATION OF DAVID FOTOUHI

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I will say that I am here today
because we are about to go to the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on the nomina-
tion of David Fotouhi to serve as the
Deputy Administrator of the Environ-
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mental Protection Agency, and I very
much hope that colleagues will oppose
his nomination because he is, essen-
tially, 100 percent on the side of the
polluters and not interested in pro-
tecting the public health or the public
safety or the public’s well-being.

If you think about the EPA at its
most basic, its mission is to protect
clean air and clean water and a safe cli-
mate. But in this guy’s two jobs since
law school, as a corporate lawyer and
as acting general counsel of the EPA
during the first Trump administration,
Mr. Fotouhi has served the interests of
polluting industries that do everything
in their power to avoid, weaken, or Kill
the rules that protect our clean air,
our clean water, and our safe climate.
He has consistently been on the wrong
side.

As a partner at a prominent law firm
Mr. Fotouhi defended a raft of big pol-
luting interests, including
megapolluters Chevron and Sunoco.
Now, that is just the tip of the iceberg.
Other polluter clients included Aethon
Energy, Cibolo Energy Partners, En-
ergy Transfer Partners, Matador Re-
sources Company, and ProFrac Hold-
ing.

What did he help them do? Well, he
defended one company for dumping
tens of thousands of tons of PFAS into
drinking water. He defended tire manu-
facturers for poisoning salmon with
their rubber additives. He defended an
automobile company against claims of
greenwashing concerning their so-
called clean diesel cars. He defended
another for failing to obtain proper
permits, resulting in illegal emissions
of sulfur dioxide. And he represented a
major defense contractor seeking to
shift responsibility onto the United
States for environmental remediation
necessitated by the company’s release
of hazardous waste. The list goes on.

As counsel and then acting general
counsel at EPA during the first Trump
administration, Mr. Fotouhi worked
hard to repeal environmental regula-
tions meant to protect human health
and the environment by doing two pri-
mary things: First, he developed the
legal justifications for these attacks;
and, second, when they were challenged
in court, he orchestrated the strategy
to defend against those legal chal-
lenges.

Well, which regulations were in-
volved? Actually, a lot of them: rules
covering CO. emission standards for
light-duty vehicles, greenhouse gas
emissions from aircraft, methane emis-
sions from the oil and gas industry,
lead and copper in drinking water,
State water quality certification proc-
esses, and the management of coal
combustion residuals. In other words,
lots and lots of rules meant to make
our air, water, and climate cleaner and
safer became the targets of this indi-
vidual.

Now, Mr. Fotouhi is nominated to be
second in command as the Agency im-
plements the poisonous agenda of
President Trump’s fossil fuel donors.
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Chief on those polluting donors wish
list is the rescission of EPA’s
“‘endangerment finding,” a 2009
science-based determination that
greenhouse gases are harmful to
human health and the environment.

Yes, that was 2009, and when that
rule was adopted, it had been settled
scientific fact for decades that green-
house gases harm public health and the
environment.

Now, here we are, 16 years later,
where the evidence has only gotten
stronger, and the looming economic
dangers have only gotten more evident,
and, yet, he wants to undo that rule.
The only people who benefit from re-
pealing the endangerment finding—the
only people—are the planet’s biggest
polluters, who just happen to be among
Trump and the Republican Party’s big-
gest donors.

Mr. Fotouhi has served those pol-
luters’ interests for years. He is their
boy.

Clearly, like everyone, polluters have
a right to counsel. But it remains dif-
ficult for me to understand how some-
one who has made a career rep-
resenting the very industries that de-
stroy our environment, defending their
practices that did that damage, now
has any business being entrusted to
protect us. He will obviously serve
their interests and not the public inter-
ests. Always has, always will. Even be-
fore Mr. Fotouhi’s nomination, the cor-
ruption of EPA by Trump’s polluting
fossil fuel donors is already underway.

Where even to begin?

Administrator Zeldin continues his
assault on clean air and clean water at
what he now contemptuously calls the
climate religion, contrary to his re-
peated and obviously false and empty
promises when he came before us in
committee.

The list of congressionally author-
ized and appropriated funding that
EPA continues illegally to hold hos-
tage is too long to list here today. Ob-
viously, the biggest target is the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund,
which drives Administrator Zeldin and
his enablers at DOJ crazy, and it drives
them to conduct that merits both legal
and professional liability. I have talked
about this frequently as it relates to
the repeated misconduct of the
unconfirmably corrupt Ed Martin over
at DOJ, who is part of this scheme.

Beyond illegally blocking grants,
this EPA has put the Office of Research
and Development—responsible for con-
ducting EPA’s scientific research—on
the chopping block with RIFs, reduc-
tions in force, and reorganizations im-
minent because, after all, who wants
science where big polluting donors’ in-
terests are involved?

Then we have the coming onslaught
of deregulatory actions, which will
make cars dirtier and less fuel-efficient
and more expensive for their owners to
run so that Trump’s big donors in the
o0il industry can sell more gasoline; de-
regulatory actions, which will Ilet
power plants and oil and gas facilities
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spew more carbon dioxide and methane
so Trump’s fossil fuel political donors
can sell more oil and gas.

EPA is even attempting to shut down
the program that keeps track of how
much carbon pollution industrial fa-
cilities emit. They don’t even want to
keep score any longer.

‘““‘Hear no evil, see no evil”’ is Admin-
istrator Zeldin’s motto over at the
EPA.

The corruption in this administra-
tion is endless, and the corruption re-
lated to the fossil fuel industry is par-
ticularly evil and damaging. And the
service of David Fotouhi in the cause
of the polluters who fund Trump and
the Republican Party is, in my view,
completely disqualifying. On the other
hand, for the polluters, it is the reason
they like him.

I will vote no on his nomination, and
I urge my colleagues to do the same.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia.

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I
rise as chair of the Environment and
Public Works Committee. I rise today
in support of the nomination of David
Fotouhi to be the Deputy Adminis-
trator of Environmental Protection
Agency.

Behind Administrator Lee Zeldin—
who I believe is doing an excellent
job—Mr. Fotouhi’s position is of the
utmost importance to the Agency, and
his perspective is essential in returning
the Agency to its core mission in sup-
port of President Trump’s administra-
tion’s agenda.

Mr. Fotouhi has spent the previous
years of his career representing clients
on matters relating to all types of en-
vironmental law. And before that, he
previously served as the acting general
counsel and principal deputy general
counsel at EPA, so he has tons of expe-
rience. Mr. Fotouhi has been recog-
nized by multiple national law publica-
tions for his work in environmental
and energy law and as a leader on those
issues.

Mr. Fotouhi’s previous experience at
the EPA provides him with a wealth of
perspective on the Agency’s critical
role of protecting our environment, our
land, and our water and our air. While
doing so within the bounds of the legal
authority that Congress has estab-
lished, EPA Deputy Administrator is
generally tasked with overseeing the
day-to-day operations of the Agency.

In this role, Mr. Fotouhi will coordi-
nate the work of EPA’s important air,
water, and chemical offices, in addition
to the EPA’s regional offices—which
touches all of us—the research enforce-
ment and general counsel office teams.
Effectively integrating the Agency’s
work will be at the top of Mr.
Fotouhi’s list of responsibility.

Facilitating economic growth while
protecting public health and the envi-
ronment requires the Agency to estab-
lish consistent and legally defensible
regulations, fairly and clearly enforces
those rules, and communicate with the

States, communities, and entities that
are impacted by those regulations.

Throughout the confirmation proc-
ess, both in meetings with me and in
front of our committee in his testi-
mony before the EPW Committee, Mr.
Fotouhi displayed incredible knowl-
edge and understanding of the tasks be-
fore him and pledged to uphold the
principles of cooperative federalism.

His vast experience has positioned
him well for service at the EPA, and
his presence will move forward the ini-
tiatives that are important to the suc-
cess of our country.

The fact of the matter is that Mr.
Fotouhi is well-qualified and equipped
to fulfill this role. I have confidence he
will refocus the Agency back to ful-
filling its core mission and away from
pushing extreme regulations that
threaten the reliability of our electric
grid and our American competitive-
ness. Too often, we have nominees that
have a lot of experience regulating but
no experience advising entities on com-
plying with regulations. This is an im-
portant perspective for the Agency to
have and one that Mr. Fotouhi brings
to the table.

I encourage my colleagues to join me
and my fellow EPW Committee mem-
bers in supporting this nomination so
we can get to work together on efforts
that improve the lives of Americans
across the country and to protect—I
will say that again—to protect our en-
vironment.

I yield the floor.

WAIVING QUORUM CALL

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to waive the
mandatory quorum call with respect to
the Fotouhi nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON SHUMATE NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Shumate nomination?

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY)
and the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
YOUNG).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY)
would have voted ‘‘yea’ and the Sen-
ator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) would
have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN),
the Senator from Colorado (Mr. BEN-
NET), the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO), the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF), the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED), and the Senator from

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

absent.

June 9, 2025

California (Mr. SCHIFF) are necessarily

The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 41, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 297 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Banks Fischer Moran
Barrasso Graham Moreno
Blackburn Grassley Mullin
Boozman Hawley Murkowski
Britt Hoeven Paul
Budd Husted Ricketts
Capito Hyde-Smith Risch
Cassidy Johnson Rounds
Collins Justice Schmitt
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cotton Lankford Scott (SC)
Cramer Lee Sheehy
Crapo Lummis Sullivan
Cruz Marshall Thune
Curtis McConnell Tillis
Daines McCormick Tuberville
Ernst Moody Wicker

NAYS—41
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Sanders
Blumenthal Kaine Schatz
Blunt Rochester  Kelly Schumer
Booker Kim Shaheen
Cantwell King Slotkin
Coons Klobuchar Smith
Cortez Masto Lujan Van Hollen
Duckworth Markey N
Durbin Merkley giﬁizk
Fetterman Murphy
Gallego Murray Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Rosen Wyden

NOT VOTING—38

Baldwin Hirono Schiff
Bennet Ossoff Young
Hagerty Reed

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
RICKETTS). Under the previous order,
the motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 49, David
Fotouhi, of Virginia, to be Deputy Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency.

John Thune, Tim Scott of South Caro-
lina, Mike Crapo, Lindsey Graham,
Tim Sheehy, John Kennedy, John Bar-
rasso, Markwayne Mullin, Roger Mar-
shall, Rick Scott of Florida, Mike
Rounds, Tommy Tuberville, Steve
Daines, Bernie Moreno, Eric Schmitt,
Jon A. Husted, Roger F. Wicker.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of David Fotouhi, of Virginia, to be
Deputy Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.
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