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which the American people have now
seen on full display. I see no evidence
Mr. O’Neill is that person.

Each day, Americans turn on the TV,
pick up a newspaper, or turn on radio
stations and podcasts only to hear that
Donald Trump and his Republican cro-
nies are ripping away basic healthcare
for millions of Americans who are just
trying to get by. These families are
worried sick about what will be next on
the chopping block.

I want to make it clear. I don’t think
it makes sense to support a nominee
who would do whatever Robert Ken-
nedy says, including destroying Med-
icaid and the rest of the American
healthcare system.

I urge my colleagues to vote no on
the O’Neill nomination.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas.

NOMINATION OF JOHN ANDREW EISENBERG

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, today, 1
speak to urge my colleagues to confirm
John Eisenberg as the next Assistant
Attorney General for the National Se-
curity Division at the Department of
Justice.

With more than two decades of gov-
ernment service, there is no question
that Mr. Eisenberg has the experience,
the know-how, and the qualifications
needed to fulfill the duties and respon-
sibilities of this important position.

In addition to his wide-ranging and
impressive resume, I should note that
Mr. Eisenberg also worked at the De-
partment of Justice when the National
Security Division was created in the
first place. In fact, he was part of the
very team that envisioned the Divi-
sion’s role in using our law to help pro-
tect our Nation against national secu-
rity threats.

So I believe Mr. Eisenberg will bring
an invaluable breadth of experience
and depth of knowledge to this role
that would advance America’s national
security.

Mr. Eisenberg is a family man, a pa-
triot, and an exemplary American. I
commend President Trump for nomi-
nating him to the position of Assistant
Attorney General for the National Se-
curity Division.

I thank Mr. Eisenberg for his willing-
ness to answer the call to serve once
again.

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor
of his confirmation.

WAIVING QUORUM CALL

Mr. President, I further ask unani-
mous consent to waive the mandatory
quorum call with respect to the
Eisenberg nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. COTTON. I yield the floor.

VOTE ON O’NEILL NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
O’Neill nomination?

Mr. SCHATZ. 1 ask for the yeas and
nays.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ator is necessarily absent: the Senator
from Montana (Mr. SHEEHY).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. LUJAN),
the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF), the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA), and the Senator from
Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) are nec-

essarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 52,

nays 43, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 293 Ex.]

YEAS—52
Banks Graham Moreno
Barrasso Grassley Mullin
Blackburn Hagerty Murkowski
Boozman Hawley Paul
Britt Hoeven Ricketts
Budd Husted Risch
gaplpg I}y}(lle-Smlth Rounds
assidy ohnson :
Collins Justice gchrmtt
cott (FL)
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford .
Cramer Lee Sullivan
Crapo Lummis Thulne
Cruz Marshall Tillis
Curtis McConnell Tl.lbervﬂle
Daines McCormick Wicker
Ernst Moody Young
Fischer Moran
NAYS—43
Alsobrooks Heinrich Sanders
Baldwin Hickenlooper Schatz
Bennet Hirono Schiff
Blumenthal Kaine Schumer
Blunt Rochester  Kelly Shaheen
Booker Kim Slotkin
Cantwell King Smith
Coons Klobuchar
Cortez Masto Markey X/&n Hollen
Duckworth Merkley arner
L Warnock
Durbin Murphy
Fetterman Murray Wel'Ch
Gallego Peters Whitehouse
Gillibrand Reed Wyden
Hassan Rosen
NOT VOTING—5
Lujan Padilla Warren
Ossoff Sheehy

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HAGERTY). Under the previous order,
the motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 120, John
Andrew Eisenberg, of Virginia, to be an As-
sistant Attorney General.

John Thune, Bernie Moreno, Tim
Sheehy, David McCormick, Ted Budd,
Roger Marshall, Cynthia M. Lummis,
James E. Risch, Joni Ernst, Mike
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Crapo, John R. Curtis, Markwayne
Mullin, John Barrasso, Bill Hagerty,
Dan Sullivan, Mike Rounds, Kevin
Cramer.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the mandatory
quorum call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of John Andrew Eisenberg, of Virginia,
to be an Assistant Attorney General,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ator is necessarily absent: the Senator
from Montana (Mr. SHEEHY).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. LUJAN),
the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF), the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA), and the Senator from
Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) are nec-
essarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 294 Ex.]

YEAS—52

Banks Graham Moreno
Barrasso Grassley Mullin
Blackburn Hagerty Murkowski
Boozman Hawley Paul
Britt Hoeven Ricketts
Budd Husted Risch
Capito Hyde-Smith Rounds
Cassidy Johnson X
Collins Justice :Chmltt

cott (FL)
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford R
Cramer Lee Sullivan
Crapo Lummis T?“{ne
Cruz Marshall Tillis
Curtis McConnell Tgbervﬂle
Daines McCormick Wicker
Ernst Moody Young
Fischer Moran

NAYS—43

Alsobrooks Heinrich Sanders
Baldwin Hickenlooper Schatz
Bennet Hirono Schiff
Blumenthal Kaine Schumer
Blunt Rochester Kelly Shaheen
Booker Kim Slotkin
Cantwell King Smith
Coons Klobuchar
Cortez Masto Markey X]an Hollen

arner
Duckworth Merkley Warnock
Durbin Murphy
Fetterman Murray WelAch
Gallego Peters Whitehouse
Gillibrand Reed Wyden
Hassan Rosen

NOT VOTING—5

Lujan Padilla Warren
Ossoff Sheehy

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 43.
The motion is agreed to.

——
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of John Andrew
Eisenberg, of Virginia, to be an Assist-
ant Attorney General.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

LIFE MONTH

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I rise today

having introduced a joint resolution
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designating the month of June as ‘‘Life
Month” to honor the dignity of every
human life and to thank those who pro-
tect the most vulnerable. It is also a
time to renew our national commit-
ment to defending the unborn.

Three years ago, the Supreme Court
made a historic advance in the cause of
life. In Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization, the Court over-
turned Roe v. Wade—a flawed decision
that for nearly 50 years enshrined one
of the most disturbing notions in our
constitutional history; that the Con-
stitution somehow protects the right
to end the life of an unborn child. The
fact is Roe had nothing to do with the
Constitution. It was invented from
whole cloth. It was the product of judi-
cial activism—nine Justices legislating
from the Bench—and that dangerous
path took decades to correct. Thank-
fully, in 2022, Roe was overturned.

Dobbs did not impose any new poli-
cies from the Bench. Instead, the task
of protecting life falls where it always
should have been, not in the hands of
unelected judges but in the hands of
the American people. We the people
now bear the duty, not just a legal
duty but a moral duty, to speak for
those who cannot speak for themselves.
I am reminded of how important this
fight is every January when thousands
gather in Washington, DC, for the
March for Life. People from across the
Nation come together and walk miles
and miles and meet with endless offices
and organizations on Capitol Hill to
march for the unborn and the protec-
tion of life. They remind us that this is
a movement of conviction, of compas-
sion, and of courage.

Walk into any pregnancy resource
center in the country, and you will see
these values in action: volunteers
counseling scared young mothers,
shelves stocked with diapers and baby
clothes and supplies, medical care of-
fered without a dime of government
funding. You will find pastors and
priests comforting families, foster par-
ents opening their homes, and women
who have walked through the pain of
abortion using their voices to offer
hope and healing.

Life is not an accident, and it is not
a coincidence. It is a joy and a blessing
from God. Life is the foundation of
every other right we hold dear. With-
out it, there can be no liberty, no pros-
perity, no pursuit of happiness. That is
why defending the right to life is a se-
rious responsibility.

Designating June as ‘“‘Life Month” is
our way of saying that a just society is
measured by how it treats the most
vulnerable among us. Let June be the
month when we recommit to the Amer-
ican ideal that every single life has
dignity—every little boy, every little
girl; that there is no person who is be-
neath the law’s protection; that we are
a nation not of death but of life—a na-
tion that chooses life—and that is a
cause to celebrate.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 264

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. President, the U.S.
Navy has developed many traditions
over its centuries of existence. Among
them is the method of naming its
ships. Most, though not all, aircraft
carriers are named after U.S. Presi-
dents—the USS Truman, the Eisen-
hower, the Ford. Nuclear submarines
are named after States—the VA class
and the Ohio class, for example.

The Navy is now partway through
building its newest class of fleet re-
plenishment oilers. These are the ships
that resupply fuel to the rest of the
Navy fleet and the aircraft operating
aboard those ships. These are the John
Lewis class.

I am immensely proud to have been a
colleague of Congressman John Lewis’s
in the House of Representatives, where
I served alongside him from 2000 until
his passing in 2020. I was lucky enough,
through our shared service, to consider
him a friend. He was just a wonderful,
genuine, heroic, brave, courageous, and
upbeat individual. I never saw John
Lewis have a bad day, never saw him
anything other than optimistic about
the future of our country.

I have another source of pride. The
State of California, home to General
Dynamics National Steel and Ship-
building Company, NASSCO, is where
the oilers are being built. The ships in
this class are, in addition to the John
Lewis, named after California Governor
and Supreme Court Justice Earl War-
ren, Attorney General Robert F. Ken-
nedy, and Navy lieutenant Harvey
Milk, the San Francisco gay rights pio-
neer. Four more ships are under con-
struction: the USNS Lucy Stone, So-
journer Truth, Thurgood Marshall, and
Ruth Bader Ginsburg. The Harriet Tub-
man and Dolores Huerta are under con-
tract. The Navy reports that the next
two ships in the class will be named
after Joshua Goldberg and Thomas
Parham.

The Navy has seen fit to honor these
civil rights icons who spent their lives
fighting for the rights of the American
people by naming ships in their honor.
We learned this week, however, that
the Secretary of Defense does not share
the view that these leaders are worthy
of the honor of recognition that the
Navy has bestowed upon them.

According to a statement from a
spokesman, it is better to name defense
installations and assets that are more
aligned with ‘‘the warrior ethos’—
whatever they mean by that.

The Secretary of Defense, who testi-
fied at his confirmation hearing that
today constitutes ‘‘the most dangerous
moment we have been in since the end
of the Cold War, and possibly since
World War II"’—that Secretary of De-
fense is spending his time ordering De-
partment officials to remove the name
of Harvey Milk from the second oiler in
the John Lewis class of ships. Other
ships may be similarly renamed.

Harvey Milk joined the Navy as a
diver after graduating from college and
saw action in the Korean war while
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serving on a rescue submarine from
1952 until 1954. He was forced to resign
with an other than honorable discharge
rather than being court-martialed for
being gay.

In 1977, he was elected to the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors as the
first openly gay official in the country.
On November 27, 1978, Milk was trag-
ically shot by a fellow supervisor, Dan
White.

As many Senators know, our former
colleague Dianne Feinstein, in whose
seat I am now deeply honored to serve,
was the first to find Harvey Milk’s
body after he had been shot to death
and to whom the job of holding San
Francisco together then fell.

Dianne Feinstein was a cosponsor of
the USNS Harvey Milk, with her name
welded into the hull. One wonders if
the Secretary of Defense will try to re-
move that as well.

I suspect it is no coincidence that the
Pentagon released the news of the re-
naming of the USNS Harvey Milk at the
beginning of Pride Month and while
Washington, DC, hosts World Pride.
You can draw a straight line between
the Department of Defense in this ad-
ministration removing Jackie Robin-
son from its official site and its termi-
nating the first woman to lead the
military services and a well-respected
African-American Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, all without cause.

I don’t understand how these remov-
als promote the ‘‘warrior ethos.” I
don’t understand how it promotes the
“warrior ethos’” to rename the mili-
tary installation Fort Bragg, using the
fig leaf that it is now named for a dif-
ferent person of that name than the
Confederate general for whom it is
really connected. Engaging in such
duplicitous word games seems more
weak than warrior.

The U.S. Senate should not stand by
silently while U.S. civil rights icons—
from John Lewis to Cesar Chaves, to
Dolores Huerta, to Harriet Tubman—
are erased from the Navy just as the
Pentagon has erased so many other fig-
ures from American history on its
websites.

And so, today, I offer a simple resolu-
tion with my California colleague ALEX
PADILLA. It says that the Senate be-
lieves it is important and worthwhile
to honor civil rights leaders by naming
ships after them and expresses the Sen-
ate’s view that the Department of De-
fense should not seek to remove these
names.

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 264, submitted earlier today; that
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from North Carolina.

Mr. BUDD. Mr. President, reserving
the right to object, the naming of



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-06T12:19:48-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




