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CLEAN ENERGY 

Mr. President, on clean energy, Don-
ald Trump’s so-called Big Beautiful 
Bill should really be called one big, 
ugly energy killer. With this mon-
strosity of a bill, Donald Trump and 
Republicans seem ready to kill clean 
energy in its tracks and raise people’s 
energy costs in the process. The only 
people celebrating the Republican bill’s 
energy policies are the fossil fuel in-
dustry because it will be the fossil fuel 
industry whose pockets are lined. The 
fossil fuel industry simply has blind 
hatred of clean energy. Do you know 
why? They know it is the future. They 
know it is cheaper. They know it is 
where we are going, that America 
needs clean energy in order to meet our 
demands moving forward. 

We all know America has a huge and 
growing demand for new energy. We 
are going to need 10 times as much 
electricity to continue powering break-
throughs in artificial intelligence, 
which isn’t going away anytime soon; 
but with their bill, Republicans want 
to cut off one of the major ways—the 
newest, cheapest, and fastest growing 
way—to produce new energy because 
they want to tax new, clean electricity, 
stifling the supply of new energy and 
putting us at risk of falling behind in 
AI to countries like China. 

And what would the Republicans’ 
plan mean for an average American 
family or a small business? Simple: 
higher energy costs. 

To the American people, I say: If this 
bill passes, your electricity costs are 
going up. 

Look at the facts: The Republican 
plan will increase average national 
electricity prices by about 10 percent. 
The Republican plan will increase total 
household energy costs by $32 billion. 
That means American families will pay 
$32 billion more—all to please the ideo-
logical blindness of the fossil fuel in-
dustry. And that is not to mention that 
the Republican plan would cost Amer-
ica about 800,000 jobs by 2030, all across 
America in red States and in blue 
States. What a terrible price to pay 
just to lower taxes for the ultrarich, 
just to line the pockets of the fossil 
fuel industry, to satisfy the ideological 
hatred that the fossil fuel industry has 
for clean energy, and to lose out on 
American energy dominance. 

IRAN 
Mr. President, on Iran, yesterday, I 

called out President Trump for, on the 
one hand, telling the public his goal is 
to fully dismantle Iran’s nuclear facili-
ties but then, on the other hand, se-
cretly negotiating a side deal that will 
allow the Iranian regime to keep en-
riching. 

Well, it looks like we got his atten-
tion, because he followed up by denying 
this report in an all caps tweet storm. 
The old saying is trust but verify. In 
this case, Congress must verify. The 
administration must clarify what they 
might be hiding from the American 
people in this secret side deal. Steve 
Witkoff and those negotiating this deal 

should testify before Congress and an-
swer a simple question: Is there a se-
cret side deal that will allow the Ira-
nian regime to continue enriching ura-
nium and that empowers the regime’s 
nefarious activity or not? Any deal be-
tween the United States and Iran must 
be one Congress can fully and trans-
parently evaluate. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

GENIUS ACT 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, last 

month, the Senate voted to proceed to 
the GENIUS Act, a bill that would reg-
ulate the type of cryptocurrency called 
stablecoins. Stablecoins are supposed 
to tie the value of crypto to the value 
of a dollar, but in 2023 alone, 
stablecoins differed from the value of 
the dollar more than 600 times. 

Not only are stablecoins and 
cryptocurrencies volatile but the in-
dustry has a reputation for scams and 
fraud. The Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, the FBI, recently reported that 
last year, 2024, crypto-related crime 
was up 66 percent, and Americans 
lost—now get this—$9.3 billion to 
crypto’s scammers. Nearly 150,000 com-
plaints were filed following crypto 
fraud, including more than 6,000 in my 
home State of Illinois. 

How does it work? 
Your mom’s at home, and in comes a 

phone call, and the person on the phone 
call says: Mrs. D, I work for ‘‘so-and- 
so’’—usually a government Agency— 
and I am calling you to alert you that 
you missed your jury duty this month. 
You were supposed to show up to the 
courthouse to serve on a jury, and you 
didn’t show up. 

Of course, your mom knows nothing 
about that, and says: I didn’t see that 
I was supposed to be there. 

Yes. The legal notice was sent to 
you, and now a fine is going to be im-
posed on you for your failure to show 
up for jury duty. 

Oh, my. How much? 
Five thousand dollars. You can pay 

that fine, and you don’t have to go to 
trial. 

Well, how am I going to pay that 
fine? 

You are going to go to the local gro-
cery store—at the exit—to an ATM, a 
crypto ATM machine. 

How many of those do we have in the 
United States? We have 30,000 crypto 
ATM machines. You may not have no-
ticed them in the store, but as you are 
checking out many times, there they 
sit. And what is your mom supposed to 
do when she goes to this grocery store, 
to the crypto ATM machine? She is 
supposed to deposit $5,000—and some-
times much, much more—into this ma-

chine so that she is buying a 
stablecoin, but she doesn’t get the 
stablecoin. She directs it to the wallet 
of the scammer. So she is out $5,000 or 
more, thinking that she is paying a 
fine to avoid a trial and because she 
didn’t show up for jury duty she didn’t 
know anything about. 

Does that sound preposterous? It is 
not. It happens over and over and over 
again. These crypto ATM machines are 
the vehicles that are used for defraud-
ing people—primarily, senior citizens— 
to put in thousands and thousands of 
dollars, and you never get any pennies 
back because it is all phony; it is all a 
scam. More than a third of all filed 
complaints involving crypto fraud were 
filed by Americans over the age of 50. 
Many of these scams were facilitated 
using these crypto ATM machines. 

You may be wondering what a crypto 
ATM is. You pass by them at the store, 
your place of business, and you may 
not have noticed them, but they are 
there. They are located at a local gro-
cery store or a gas station and look 
like a normal ATM machine except 
they allow customers to deposit cash 
to purchase cryptocurrency, including 
stablecoins. They can ruin someone’s 
life in an instant. Many times you 
don’t hear about it because your moth-
er, having been scammed over the 
phone and deposited thousands of dol-
lars of her life savings, is too embar-
rassed to tell you. 

In fact, seven of the largest crypto 
ATM operators sell these stablecoins. 
These crypto ATMs become a favorite 
tool of scammers because, once a vic-
tim purchases crypto and transfers it 
to the criminal’s digital wallet, it can 
be virtually impossible to trace or to 
retrieve. These scammers follow the 
same playbook. They call up an unas-
suming victim, pretending to be from 
the victim’s bank, tech support, or 
some government Agency. They imper-
sonate government officials. 

Just fair warning—and I say this be-
cause we receive a lot of calls in the of-
fice about scammers on the phone— 
major Agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment are never going to call you on the 
phone—the IRS, Social Security, and 
such. They send written notices, and 
they should. So, if it is a fast-talking 
person on the telephone who says they 
are from a Federal Agency, be careful. 

They may tell the victim they owe 
money for skipping jury duty or need 
to pay bail to get their child or grand-
child out of jail. It happened in my 
family—exactly that scenario. Or they 
may tell the victim there is fraudulent 
activity on their bank account or com-
puter. It happened to me one night. My 
cell phone starts ringing. I answer it, 
and this fellow says he is from my 
credit union. He wanted to question a 
transaction, and I am thinking: I have 
never had my credit union call me 
ever. What is that all about? Well, 
after a while, I was dubious, and he 
hung up on me. The victim, however, 
often doesn’t realize fraudulent activ-
ity is even occurring. Meanwhile, they 
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scramble to figure out what to do, and 
the scammer tells them: You can just 
pay the fine at the crypto machine, and 
here is where to go to use that service. 

Through it all, the scammer runs 
them through everything they need to 
know to take their life savings, thou-
sands and thousands of dollars, and to 
insert it as cash into this machine— 
this crypto ATM machine—sometimes 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. They 
purchase cryptocurrency and send it 
off to the scammers’ digital wallet, 
never to be seen again. 

Once that happens, the money is 
gone. There is no way to get it back, 
and there is little hope in tracing the 
transaction to the actual scammer. 

These types of scams led to nearly 
$247 million in losses last year, a 31- 
percent increase over the previous 
year, and the crypto ATM companies 
know their kiosks facilitate this fraud. 

I am not a big fan of vaping, but I do 
want to say this. There is a vaping 
store in my hometown of Springfield, 
IL, that finally despaired of all of the 
older people who came in in tears, 
shoveling money into the crypto ATM 
machine. The owner of the premises 
was given $300 a month for allowing 
crypto ATM machines in his business, 
but he couldn’t take it anymore. Too 
many people were clearly being 
scammed, and he was party to it. And 
he had it removed. 

A large crypto ATM operator, 
Bitcoin Depot, wrote in its filing with 
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion exactly what I have said. They 
said: 

Our products and services may be exploited 
to facilitate illegal activity, such as fraud, 
money laundering, gambling, tax evasion, 
and scams. 

That is as close to a confession as 
you can get. 

The SEC filing, though revealing, 
doesn’t give the whole picture. It 
doesn’t tell the actual human story. 

Imagine a person who is retired, up 
in years, worried day to day whether 
their Social Security check is going to 
stretch far enough, and now loses thou-
sands of dollars in their life savings to 
the scam. 

In Illinois, an elderly woman with 
MS lost $40,000, her entire life savings, 
to a government grant imposter 
scheme facilitated by a crypto ATM. 
Since the woman can’t get around very 
well—listen to this—the scammer 
called an Uber to pick her up and drive 
her to the local crypto ATM—how kind 
to drive your victim straight to the 
crime. They took her personal informa-
tion as well. She is devastated, since 
this is all the money she has been able 
to save in her entire life, and there is 
no way to recover it from the crypto 
ATM. 

Elaine, a 76-year-old woman from 
Florida, was a victim of crypto ATM 
scam after her late husband’s death. 
She looked up the Apple support num-
ber to try to secure his Apple accounts, 
but, unfortunately, the number she 
called was an imposter. The criminal 

convinced her that she was the victim 
of identity theft and told her to imme-
diately take $30,000 out of her bank ac-
count and deposit it into a crypto 
ATM. Now she is recovering not only 
from her financial loss but also from 
the loss of her husband. 

Many States, including Minnesota, 
Iowa, and North Dakota, have decided 
to make a move, since Congress has 
not. They have passed State legislation 
to try and crack down on those crypto 
ATM scams. Just a few days ago, I am 
happy to report, my home State of Illi-
nois passed a similar State law. 

Now, it is time for Congress, because 
13 States have acted, to learn some-
thing from their example. We must act 
so that all Americans know the risk of 
crypto ATMs and have proper docu-
mentation when seeking help from law 
enforcement to try to get their hard- 
earned cash back. 

That is why I am pushing for a vote 
on my amendment to the GENIUS Act, 
which would create commonsense 
guardrails to prevent crypto ATM 
fraud and empower law enforcement to 
combat these scams. My amendment 
would require crypto ATM operators to 
register with the Federal financial reg-
ulators, provide warnings to customers 
about scams, and create daily trans-
action limits so customers cannot lose 
their entire life savings in an instant. 

With my amendment, crypto ATM 
operators would not be able to simply 
turn a blind eye to the fraud that is 
happening at their crypto ATM ma-
chines. We must put an end to these 
scams. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to support my amendment to 
stop scammers in their tracks and pro-
vide protections for people whom they 
represent. 

I want to say a word to the industry. 
You have 13 States now that are trying 
to do what we should do on a national 
basis. Let’s establish this national Fed-
eral standard that applies in every 
State in the Nation to protect people 
from this exploitation that is clearly 
growing in intensity by the day. Let’s 
protect senior citizens and many oth-
ers who have been scammed using 
crypto ATM machines. 

Cryptocurrency has its detractors, 
and it has its champions, but I hope we 
can all stand together on a bipartisan 
basis to say that we are not going to 
help scammers steal money from 
unsuspecting people. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SHEEHY). The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AI CIVIL RIGHTS ACT 
Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I rise 

today to discuss the critical need for 
regulation of artificial intelligence. 

This work period, the Senate is 
poised to take up the House’s reconcili-

ation package, a disastrous proposal 
that strips healthcare away from tens 
of millions of Americans and disman-
tles our country’s clean energy revolu-
tion, all to deliver tax cuts to billion-
aires. 

But buried nearly 300 pages into this 
bill is something quite shocking: a 
blanket, 10-year ban on States and 
local governments from regulating ar-
tificial intelligence. That is right. 
Rather than proposing any plan to ad-
dress the risk of this powerful and fast- 
evolving technology, my Republican 
colleagues have chosen to block the 
States and to block local governments 
from acting. They don’t want to do 
anything, but they want to block any-
one else from acting as well. 

They would tie the hands of Gov-
ernors and tie the hands of State legis-
lators who are stepping up to protect 
their constituents from the unchecked 
harms of AI, without any plan of their 
own to regulate these technologies 
here in Congress. 

In fact, just this morning, 260 State 
lawmakers—half Republicans and half 
Democrats—from all 50 States, sent a 
letter to Congress opposing any provi-
sion which can block them from acting 
to protect their citizens. And just a few 
weeks ago, 40 State attorneys general 
sent a similar letter to congressional 
leaders urging Congress to reject the 
10-year moratorium. 

These State leaders are right. This 
provision would be devastating for our 
country. 

The broad preemption language could 
prevent States from prohibiting social 
media platforms from targeting teen-
age girls with ads for dangerous 
weight-loss drugs, enacting common-
sense protections against algorithms 
that unjustly deny a senior citizen 
medical care, and safeguarding workers 
from discriminatory hiring practices 
driven by biased AI tools. 

One expert warned that the language 
is so sweeping that it could undermine 
contract law and break the internet 
itself. 

Let me be clear. This is a recipe to 
repeat the failures from the last dec-
ade—failures driven by our failure to 
hold Big Tech accountable for its 
abuses. 

How has that worked out for us? 
Well, today, thanks to our failure to 
regulate Big Tech, we have a privacy 
crisis, a youth mental health crisis, 
and a teenage mental health crisis in 
our country, and the Surgeon General 
of the United States points the finger 
at social media as a major part of the 
problem that we have with teenage and 
youth mental health issues in our 
country. 

Thankfully, in the face of Federal in-
action, States have led. States have 
stood up. They have moved to protect 
young people online, secure consumer 
privacy, and confront algorithmic bias. 

But this provision that snuck into 
this bill that we are going to consider 
over the next month—this provision 
snuck in the bill—would erase that 
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