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We also passed the HALT Fentanyl
Act to permanently schedule fentanyl-
related substances as the most deadly
type of drug and give law enforcement
a critical tool to prosecute those who
bring these deadly substances into our
country and peddle them in our com-
munities.

Last month, President Trump signed
Senator CruUz’s TAKE IT DOWN Act
into law to combat nonconsensual ex-
plicit images made with AI and shared
online.

And the Senate is continuing consid-
eration of the GENIUS Act this week
so that the United States can continue
to be a leader in financial innovation
and Americans can exercise financial
freedom with confidence.

The Senate has also been working to
repeal burdensome Biden-era regula-
tions. We have now passed 18 Congres-
sional Review Act resolutions tar-
geting regulations that would raise
costs, destroy jobs, and reduce choice
for the American people. That includes
resolutions to block President Biden’s
natural gas tax, eliminate burdensome
new standards for appliances, and
block the California electric vehicle
mandate that would drive up prices and
reduce consumer choice across the
country.

I am grateful to my Republican col-
leagues for all the hard work they have
put in over these past 5 months. We
have made excellent progress, but
needless to say, there is still a lot more
to do starting with the reconciliation
bill we have been working on now for
months. This bill is critical to deliv-
ering on President Trump’s priorities
and the promises that we have made to
the American people. It will prevent
trillions in tax hikes for hard-working
families and small businesses. It will
invest in our border security to safe-
guard the progress the Trump adminis-
tration has already made, and it will
strengthen our military and unleash
American energy for a stronger and
safer America.

And as I said yesterday, the Senate
will consider the bill on the floor this
work period with the goal of getting it
on the President’s desk before July 4.

Appropriations season is also upon
us, and we will be working to consider
as many appropriations bills as pos-
sible under regular order. Work on the
annual National Defense Authorization
Act is also underway, and I hope Demo-
crats will work with us to move the
NDAA and appropriations bills through
committee and consider them on the
Senate floor.

When the American people elected
President Trump and a Republican
Congress last November, they expected
us to deliver. We have worked hard to
deliver on our mandate, and we are not
taking our foot off the gas. There is too
much to do.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REPUBLICAN AGENDA

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, just
yesterday, I heard the minority leader
once again misrepresent the Repub-
lican agenda. With respect, once again,
he is wrong.

Let me set the record straight be-
cause the Republican agenda is actu-
ally very popular. The latest Ras-
mussen poll was very clear. A major-
ity—a majority—of Americans believe
our country is finally heading in the
right direction. This is the highest
number of Americans who have graded
our country heading in the right direc-
tion basically this century. Why? Be-
cause Americans are done with the
painful Democrat years of high prices
and open borders.

The contrast is significant. They are
witnessing firsthand the Trump turn-
around, and they are actually happy
that Republicans are delivering for
them after what they have been
through for the previous 4 years.

Let’s take a look at gas prices. Gas
prices were 50 cents a gallon cheaper
this year than they were Memorial Day
last year. Families now save about $10
every time they fill up, and they are
going to feel this relief all summer
long.

Senate Republicans are adding to the
success. We are working on the bold
agenda to make America stronger,
safer, more prosperous, more afford-
able. Let me outline why we are doing
this and why it is so urgent.

Our mission is to stop a $4 trillion
tax increase. That would be the high-
est, biggest tax increase in the history
of our country. Every one of the Demo-
crats supports this all-out assault on
our wallets, on our pocketbooks, on the
purses of the people all across the
country. We are talking about the larg-
est tax increases in America’s history.
Our goal is to make these tax cuts per-
manent.

Ignore the scare tactics that we hear
from the other side of the aisle. This is
a lifeline for middle-class families and
for small businesses. This is about al-
lowing people to keep more of what
they earn. It is their hard-earned
money.

We are also going to end taxes on
tips. In Wyoming, 10,000 workers will
benefit from this—hard-working wait-
ers, bartenders, tour guides—all of
them. We are also going to make sure
that police officers and firefighters will
owe no taxes on overtime. Seniors will
keep more of their Social Security.
Small business owners will keep more
of their earnings. We will also relieve
them of these incredible paperwork
burdens that are a drag on their ability
to build their businesses.

Republicans will also strengthen and
preserve Medicaid for the Americans
who need it the most. This means 1.4
million illegal immigrants will stop re-
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ceiving taxpayer-funded Medicaid bene-
fits. It was never intended for them. It
is wrong. Benefits like that don’t be-
long to them. These people are in the
country illegally. They should not be
benefiting from the work of hard-work-
ing Americans. Democrats want to
keep all these benefits flowing to all
these illegal immigrants. Well, that
makes it harder for the American med-
ical patients to get to see a doctor. I
know; I practiced medicine for a long
time and took care of a lot of Medicaid
patients. What the Democrats have
done to Medicaid—and now illegal im-
migrants receiving it, over 1 million—
is making it harder for the American
public to get to see a doctor.

To bring prices down, we are actually
focusing much, much more on Amer-
ican energy and producing American
energy—American energy that was
under attack in the last administration
by Biden and the Democrats. Afford-
able, reliable American energy is going
to lower costs for people, will bring
down the cost of heating your home,
will bring down the cost of filling the
tank.

With all the artificial intelligence
breakthroughs, we need more energy to
power those data centers. This is going
to be done with American manufac-
turing. To win the AI race we are now
in against China, we need more energy,
not less. Republican policies will make
America energy dominant once again.

Republican policies will also invite
the world to build and invest right here
at home in America. No more outsourc-
ing our energy or our innovation or our
destiny—Americans will be in charge.

On border security, Republicans are
resolute. We will finish the wall, deport
illegal immigrants, and stop the flood
of illegal fentanyl that is destroying
and Kkilling communities around our
country. Border Patrol agents will get
the tools and the backup they need as
well as the pay they deserve. These are
strong measures, and they will secure
the border.

Sunday, just 2 days ago, there was a
terrorist attack in Boulder, CO. It is a
sad reminder of the stakes. The ter-
rorist was in the country illegally. He
was here because of the open border
policy in the Biden administration—
one the Democrats want to continue.
Every Senate Democrat right now in
this body has voted to keep the borders
open and opposed securing the borders.

This terrorist overstayed his visa.
Joe Biden and the Democrats never
kicked him out. Actually, they gave
him a work permit, and even that has

expired.
What do we know now? We know that
investigators have found that he

planned his hateful, anti-Semitic at-
tack and was planning it for over a
year, and he targeted Jews. He
screamed ‘‘Free Palestine.” Twelve
people were injured. Eight were hos-
pitalized. Among the victims was an 88-
year-old Holocaust survivor. This is
the human cost of dangerous Democrat
policies.
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Republicans will make our cities
sanctuaries of safety, not sanctuary
cities, not dens of crime and chaos,
which is what Democrats have wel-
comed.

Republicans are also rebuilding our
military might. Our bold legislation
will make our military the strongest
fighting force in the world. Our mili-
tary will be lethal, intimidating, and
ready to fight. We are also investing in
the Golden Dome for America. This
revolutionary missile shield is vital for
our Nation’s security. It is going to
stop deadly threats from adversaries
who want to threaten the American
people and our Nation as a whole. That
is deterrence. That is restoring peace
through strength.

This is the bold Republican agenda
that we are fighting for: cutting taxes
on tips and overtime and Social Secu-
rity, stopping the largest tax increase
in history, strengthening and pre-
serving Medicaid, ending taxpayer-
funded benefits for illegal immigrants,
securing our borders, creating safer
communities, providing for a strong
national defense, and once again mak-
ing America energy dominant.

Democrats oppose all of these im-
provements to our Nation. Why are
Democrats for open borders? I wish
they would come down and explain it.
Why are Democrats for a $4 trillion tax
increase? I am waiting for them to
speak up. Why are Democrats for tax-
payer-funded healthcare for 1.4 million
illegal immigrants? I will tell you why.
It is because they are absolutely out of
touch with the American people.

Americans voted to get the country
back on track. Senate Republicans are
getting it done, and we are building a
future of safety and prosperity for all
Americans.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.

ANTI-SEMITISM

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on
anti-Semitism, the attack in Colorado,
the shooting in Washington, and the
arson in Pennsylvania have one thing
in common: The assailants have cited
anti-Israel sentiment as justification
for their violence. They have, in other
words, used the actions of the Israeli
Government they don’t like to justify
violence against Jewish Americans
here at home. This is unfortunately a
growing trend since October 7.

As the highest ranking Jewish elect-
ed official in American history, I have
watched with growing alarm as a poi-
sonous ideology—ancient in its roots
but modern in its mutations—has
spread across our country. We are wit-
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nessing in real time the resurgence of
collective blame against the Jewish
people. If we do not confront it clearly,
unequivocally, and together, we risk
opening the door to even darker days.

I have said that it is legitimate and
not anti-Semitic to peacefully protest
and criticize the actions of any govern-
ment, including the Israeli Govern-
ment, but there is a profound and dan-
gerous difference between criticizing a
government and condemning an entire
people. The idea that Jews everywhere
bear responsibility for the policies of
the Israeli Government is not only
false, it plays on one of the oldest
forms of anti-Semitism out there:
blaming the Jews collectively for the
world’s problems.

Whether it is blaming the Jews for
the death of Christ, blaming Jews for
bringing in immigrants as part of the
conspiracy theory of great replace-
ment, or blaming the Jews for actions
of the Israeli Government that one
may not like, it is all the same: a pre-
text for hate.

I have long warned that if we aren’t
careful, what starts as legitimate cri-
tiques against the Israeli Government
can easily slip into something far more
sinister. If disagreements are allowed
to morph into intolerance, if intoler-
ance is permitted to spread and linger,
if bigoted voices are allowed to take
over legitimate debates, history shows
that the threat of violence is never too
far away. I fear history is beginning to
whisper its warnings once again.

Our Nation has been strongest when
it has stood against bigotry in all
forms. Let us summon that strength
again. The way forward is very clear:
All Americans of good will must stand
together to condemn anti-Semitism
and all forms of intolerance, no matter
where it rears its ugly head. Let us re-
member what America is all about and
who we are.

HEALTHCARE

Mr. President, on healthcare, Donald
Trump and his so-called Big Beautiful
Bill is ugly to its very core. Behind the
smoke and mirrors lies a cruel and dra-
conian truth: tax breaks for the
ultrawealthy, paid for by gutting
healthcare for millions of Americans.

Over the past few days, Donald
Trump has tried to sell this bill to Re-
publican Senators with a new lie. He
has been telling Republican Senators
and the American people that no one
will lose coverage; that no benefits will
be slashed; that the bill won’t harm re-
cipients. Let’s call it what it is: a lie.
People will lose coverage. Millions will.
Donald Trump is lying to the American
people when he says no one will lose
coverage under this ugly bill. There is
no way for Republicans to seek the
cuts they want without removing mil-
lions of people off their healthcare in
one way or another.

I warn my Republican colleagues: Do
not buy Donald Trump’s snake oil sales
pitch.

Republicans want to cut out waste,
fraud, and abuse. Good. We will help
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them do it. This bill certainly isn’t
that.

Make no mistake, this Big Beautiful
Bill is, in reality, repeal and replace by
another name. This is a healthcare bill
to its core.

To cut through their lies, let’s talk
facts. Fact: 20 million Americans will
see their healthcare costs go up. Fact:
14 million Americans, including chil-
dren and seniors, will lose their cov-
erage entirely. Fact: Adult Medicaid
recipients—the vast majority, the over-
whelming majority—already work.
Many of them will be thrown off cov-
erage anyway. Fact: This bill has mil-
lions losing healthcare.

If Donald Trump wants to talk fraud,
if Republicans want to talk fraud, fine.
The fraud we actually see in Medicaid
isn’t coming from families making
ends meet; it is coming from the top—
from large providers, unscrupulous big-
wigs. The reality is that most fraud in
Medicaid happens not with individual
enrollees but at the level of healthcare
providers—not all of them, not most of
them, but a handful who do fraud. It is
more than a handful, but it is not all of
them at all.

But Donald Trump is doing nothing
to hold them accountable. Just the op-
posite. The other day, he pardoned a
nursing home executive who skimmed
$10 million from the paychecks of
nurses, doctors, and other employees.
Hear that, folks? Donald Trump, who
says he wants to reduce fraud, just par-
doned a nursing home executive who
skimmed $10 million from the pay-
checks of his employees.

The reality is simple: There is not
enough fraud in Medicaid and ACA to
make Republicans’ math work. They
know it. Republicans may not want to
admit it publicly, but they know that,
under their current proposal, millions
of Americans, including millions who
are employed, who have families will
lose their healthcare coverage.

Republicans want to shorten the en-
rollment period. They want to bury
families in redtape. They want to
drown States in new administrative
hurdles. The Republicans’ strategy, in
large part, is to make it so difficult for
people to sign up for healthcare and so
easy to fall through the cracks that
tens of millions of Americans will sim-
ply lose coverage, and it would be by
design. Just ask Vought. Just look at
2025. Senate Republicans can make
jokes all they want that we are going
to die anyway, but for many working-
class Americans, healthcare is the dif-
ference between life and death.

Let me be clear: Democrats are
ready. When Republicans finally re-
lease the full text of their so-called Big
Beautiful Bill, the American people
will see the truth. They will see how
ugly it is, and we will fight it with
facts, with urgency, and with the
voices of millions of Americans who de-
serve better than this cruel, cynical at-
tack on their healthcare and on their
dignity.
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