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who is capable, without question, to
meet the demands of the job and the
expectations of those he will lead. They
should have the experience and tem-
perament to manage one of the most
complex offices in the Department of
Defense.

Unfortunately, my view is that Mr.
Duffey lacks experience leading any or-
ganization remotely as large and com-
plex as the Department of Defense ac-
quisition enterprise.

For better or worse, the industry and
the workforce that supports the Pen-
tagon is enormous, complicated, and is
a huge factor in our Nation’s economy.
Mismanaging it could harm taxpayers’
investments, the American economy,
and workers’ lives. Do we want to risk
hundreds of billions of dollars in acqui-
sition programs to such a nominee?

I have serious doubts about Mr.
Duffey’s ability to run this critical
function of our government.

Furthermore, in 2019, Mr. Duffey
played a key role in the scandal that
led to President Trump’s first impeach-
ment: withholding military aid from
Ukraine to extort information on Mr.
Trump’s political opponents. While
serving as a top official in the Office of
Management and Budget, Mr. Duffey
directed the Pentagon to withhold $250
million from the Ukraine Security As-
sistance Initiative while Mr. Trump si-
multaneously demanded that President
Zelenskyy hand over any information
he had about Mr. Biden’s family. Mr.
Duffey’s role in this outrageous event
was brought to light during the im-
peachment proceedings. In my view,
abusing the privilege of public office to
exact political revenge is disqualifying.

If confirmed, there are legitimate
questions about Mr. Duffey’s willing-
ness to disregard the statutory direc-
tions of Congress.

And, finally, Mr. Duffey coauthored a
chapter for the Heritage Foundation’s
Project 2025 that suggested Federal
procurement policy should be used to
attack so-called woke policies in cor-
porate America. It is not hard to imag-
ine how Mr. Duffey could use his posi-
tion as the head of the largest acquisi-
tion organization in the world to
weaponize Federal funding against pri-
vate corporations that he and Presi-
dent Trump disagree with politically.

We have seen this played out in the
context of universities. We have seen
this played out in the context of going
after funding that NIH provides to
many universities, but, particularly,
this all-out assault on people that the
President perceives as being unfit or
unsupportive of him, that directly
translates to Mr. Duffey to not just es-
teemed universities throughout the
country but our national defense—cor-
porations that, in fact, have embraced
the idea of bringing us all together,
getting the best possible person, mov-
ing them up. That would be an incred-
ible disaster and failure for the Nation.

And Mr. Duffey failed to alleviate
any of these concerns during his Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee testi-
mony.

As I hope my colleagues know, my
top priority has always been national
security, and partisanship has no place
in that mission. And I will always pick
up the phone for whomever holds lead-
ership positions in the Department of
Defense, and I will seek opportunities
to work with them to strengthen and
support our military.

Whomever they may be, I hope that
they comport themselves with the wis-
dom, composure, and character—under-
lining ‘‘character’’—that this awesome
responsibility demands. Our men and
women in uniform and, indeed, the
American people deserve nothing less.

And the question I have is this: Is Mr.
Duffey the best we have to offer?

I do not believe so, and I urge my col-
leagues to vote against this nominee.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ScoTT of South Carolina). Without ob-
jection, it is so ordered.

——
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 73, Michael
Duffey, of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of
Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment.

John Thune, Pete Ricketts, John Bar-
rasso, Tim Sheehy, Bernie Moreno,
Steve Daines, Eric Schmitt, Roger
Marshall, Tommy Tuberville, John
Hoeven, Marsha Blackburn, Bill Cas-
sidy, John R. Curtis, Jim Justice,
Thom  Tillis, Katie Boyd Britt,
Markwayne Mullin.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Michael Duffey, of Virginia, to be
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion and Sustainment, shall be brought
to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM) and the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. SULLIVAN).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER)
and the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF) are necessarily absent.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

S3161

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51,
nays 45, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 282 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Banks Fischer Moran
Barrasso Grassley Moreno
Blackburn Hagerty Mullin
Boozman Hawley Murkowski
Britt Hoeven Paul
Budd Husted Ricketts
Capito Hyde-Smith Risch
Cassidy Johnson Rounds
Collins Justice Schmitt
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cotton Lankford Scott (SC)
Cramer Lee Sheehy
Crapo Lummis Thune
Cruz Marshall Tillis
Curtis McConnell Tuberville
Daines McCormick Wicker
Ernst Moody Young
NAYS—45
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester  Kim Schumer
Cantwell King Shaheen
Coons Klobuchar Slotkin
Cortez Masto Lujan Smith
Duckworth Markey Van Hollen
Durbin Merkley Warner
Fetterman Murphy Warnock
Gallego Murray Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden
NOT VOTING—4
Booker Ossoff
Graham Sullivan
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

RICKETTS). On this vote, the yeas are
51, the nays are 45.
The motion is agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Michael Duffey,
of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of

Defense for Acquisition and
Sustainment.
—————
APPOINTMENTS
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

Chair, on behalf of the President of the
Senate, pursuant to Public Law 85-874,
as amended, appoints the following in-
dividual to the Board of Trustees of the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts: the Honorable MARK
WARNER of Virginia (reappointment).

The Chair announces, on behalf of
the Democratic Leader, pursuant to
Public Law 70-770, the appointment of
the following individual to the Migra-
tory Bird Conservation Commission:
the Honorable MARTIN HEINRICH of New
Mexico (reappointment).

The Chair, on behalf of the Demo-
cratic Leader, pursuant to the Public
Law 118-144, announces the appoint-
ment of the following individuals to be
members of the Commission to Study
the Potential Transfer of the Weitzman
National Museum of American Jewish
History to the Smithsonian Institution
Act: Louise Mirrer of New York and
Amy Gutmann of Pennsylvania.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each for debate only.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON FOR-
EIGN RELATIONS RULES OF PRO-
CEDURE

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations has adopt-
ed rules governing its procedures for
the 119th Congress. Pursuant to rule
XXVI, paragraph 2, of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, on behalf of my-
self and Senator SHAHEEN, I ask unani-
mous consent that a copy of the Com-
mittee rules be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
RELATIONS

(Adopted May 13, 2025)
RULE 1—JURISDICTION

(a) Substantive.—In accordance with Senate
Rule XXV.1(j)(1), the jurisdiction of the com-
mittee shall extend to all proposed legisla-
tion, messages, petitions, memorials, and
other matters relating to the following sub-
jects:

1. Acquisition of land and buildings for em-
bassies and legations in foreign countries.

2. Boundaries of the United States.

3. Diplomatic service.

4. Foreign economic, military, technical,
and humanitarian assistance.

5. Foreign loans.

6. International activities of the American
National Red Cross and the International
Committee of the Red Cross.

7. International aspects of nuclear energy,
including nuclear transfer policy.

8. International conferences and con-
gresses.

9. International law as it relates to foreign
policy.

10. International Monetary Fund and other
international organizations established pri-
marily for international monetary purposes
(except that, at the request of the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs, any proposed legislation relating to
such subjects reported by the Committee on
Foreign Relations shall be referred to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs).

11. Intervention abroad and declarations of
war.

12. Measures to foster commercial inter-
course with foreign nations and to safeguard
American business interests abroad.

13. National security and international as-
pects of trusteeships of the United States.

14. Ocean and international environmental
and scientific affairs as they relate to for-
eign policy.

15. Protection of United States citizens
abroad and expatriation.

16. Relations of the United States with for-
eign nations generally.

17. Treaties and executive agreements, ex-
cept reciprocal trade agreements.

18. United Nations and its affiliated organi-
zations.
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19. World Bank group, the regional devel-
opment banks, and other international orga-
nizations established primarily for develop-
ment assistance purposes.

The committee is also mandated by Senate
Rule XXV.1(j)(2) to study and review, on a
comprehensive basis, matters relating to the
national security policy, foreign policy, and
international economic policy as it relates
to foreign policy of the United States, and
matters relating to food, hunger, and nutri-
tion in foreign countries, and report thereon
from time to time.

(b) Oversight—The committee also has a
responsibility under Senate Rule
XXVI.8(a)(2), which provides that ‘. ...
each standing committee . . . shall review
and study, on a continuing basis, the appli-
cation, administration, and execution of
those laws or parts of laws, the subject mat-
ter of which is within the jurisdiction of the
committee.”

(c) ‘““‘Advice and Consent’” Clauses.—The
committee has a special responsibility to as-
sist the Senate in its constitutional function
of providing ‘‘advice and consent” to all
treaties entered into by the United States
and all nominations to the principal execu-
tive branch positions in the field of foreign
policy and diplomacy.

RULE 2—SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Creation.—Unless otherwise authorized
by law or Senate resolution, subcommittees
shall be created by majority vote of the com-
mittee and shall deal with such legislation
and oversight of programs and policies as the
committee directs. Legislative measures or
other matters may be referred to a sub-
committee for consideration in the discre-
tion of the chairman or by vote of a majority
of the committee. If the principal subject
matter of a measure or matter to be referred
falls within the jurisdiction of more than one
subcommittee, the chairman or the com-
mittee may refer the matter to two or more
subcommittees for joint consideration.

(b) Assignments.—Assignments of members
to subcommittees shall be made in an equi-
table fashion. No member of the committee
may receive assignment to a second sub-
committee until, in order of seniority, all
members of the committee have chosen as-
signments to one subcommittee, and no
member shall receive assignments to a third
subcommittee until, in order of seniority, all
members have chosen assignments to two
subcommittees.

No member of the committee may serve on
more than four subcommittees at any one
time.

The chairman and ranking member of the
committee shall be ex officio members, with-
out vote, of each subcommittee.

(c) Hearings.—Except when funds have been
specifically made available by the Senate for
a subcommittee purpose, no subcommittee of
the Committee on Foreign Relations shall
hold hearings involving expenses without
prior approval of the chairman of the full
committee or by decision of the full com-
mittee. Hearings of subcommittees shall be
scheduled after consultation with the chair-
man of the committee with a view toward
avoiding conflicts with hearings of other
subcommittees insofar as possible. Hearings
of subcommittees shall not be scheduled to
conflict with meetings or hearings of the full
committee.

The proceedings of each subcommittee
shall be governed by the rules of the full
committee, subject to such authorizations or
limitations as the committee may from time
to time prescribe.

RULE 3—MEETINGS AND HEARINGS

(a) Regular Meeting Day.—The regular
meeting day of the Committee on Foreign
Relations for the transaction of committee
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business shall be on Wednesday of each week,
unless otherwise directed by the chairman.

(b) Additional Meetings and Hearings.—Addi-
tional meetings and hearings of the com-
mittee may be called by the chairman as he
may deem necessary. If at least three mem-
bers of the committee desire that a special
meeting of the committee be called by the
chairman, those members may file in the of-
fices of the committee their written request
to the chairman for that special meeting.
Immediately upon filing of the request, the
chief clerk of the committee shall notify the
chairman of the filing of the request. If,
within three calendar days after the filing of
the request, the chairman does not call the
requested special meeting, to be held within
seven calendar days after the filing of the re-
quest, a majority of the members of the com-
mittee may file in the offices of the com-
mittee their written notice that a special
meeting of the committee will be held, speci-
fying the date and hour of that special meet-
ing. The committee shall meet on that date
and hour. Immediately upon the filing of the
notice, the clerk shall notify all members of
the committbe that such special meeting
will be held and inform them of its date and
hour.

(¢) Hearings, Selection of Witnesses.—To en-
sure that the issue which is the subject of
the hearing is presented as fully and fairly as
possible, whenever a hearing is conducted by
the committee or a subcommittee upon any
measure or matter, the ranking member of
the committee or subcommittee may select
and call an equal number of non-govern-
mental witnesses to testify at that hearing.

(d) Public Announcement.—The committee,
or any subcommittee thereof, shall make
public announcement of the date, place,
time, and subject matter of any meeting or
hearing to be conducted on any measure or
matter at least seven calendar days in ad-
vance of such meetings or hearings, unless
the chairman of the committee, or sub-
committee, in consultation with the ranking
member, determines that there is good cause
to begin such meeting or hearing at an ear-
lier date.

(e) Procedure.—Insofar as possible, pro-
ceedings of the committee will be conducted
without resort to the formalities of par-
liamentary procedure and with due regard
for the views of all members. Issues of proce-
dure which may arise from time to time
shall be resolved by decision of the chair-
man, in consultation with the ranking mem-
ber. The chairman, in consultation with the
ranking member, may also propose special
procedures to govern the consideration of
particular matters by the committee.

(f) Closed Sessions.—Each meeting and hear-
ing of the Committee on Foreign Relations,
or any subcommittee thereof shall be open to
the public, except that a meeting or hearing
or series of meetings or hearings by the com-
mittee or a subcommittee on the same sub-
ject for a period of no more than 14 calendar
days may be closed to the public on a motion
made and seconded to go into closed session
to discuss only whether the matters enumer-
ated in paragraphs (1) through (6) would re-
quire the meeting or hearing to be closed fol-
lowed immediately by a record vote in open
session by a majority of the members of the
committee or subcommittee when it is deter-
mined that the matters to be discussed or
the testimony to be taken at such meeting
or hearing or series of meetings or hear-
ings—

(1) will disclose matters necessary to be
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States;

(2) will relate solely to matters of com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure;
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