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Whereas the Older Americans Act of 1965 

(42 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.) provides— 
(1) supportive services to help older indi-

viduals in the United States maintain max-
imum independence in the homes and com-
munities of those individuals; and 

(2) funding for programs that promote so-
cial connection and improve the health and 
well-being of older individuals, including nu-
trition services, transportation, and care 
management, which assist more than 
10,000,000 older individuals in the United 
States each year; 

Whereas, as local aging network leaders, 
Area Agencies on Aging are critical partners 
in the healthy aging continuum; 

Whereas, in 2023, an estimated 6,774,000 in-
dividuals in the United States who were 65 
years of age or older continued to work as 
full-time, year-round employees; 

Whereas older individuals in the United 
States play an important role in society by 
continuing to contribute their experience, 
knowledge, wisdom, and accomplishments; 

Whereas older individuals in the United 
States play vital roles in their communities 
and remain involved in volunteer work, the 
arts, cultural activities, and activities relat-
ing to mentorship and civic engagement; 

Whereas more than 143,000 older individ-
uals serve as AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers 
in the Foster Grandparent Program, Senior 
Companion Program, and the Retired and 
Senior Volunteer Program, helping commu-
nities by mentoring and tutoring children, 
providing independent living support and 
companionship to other older adults, ad-
dressing food insecurity, and more; and 

Whereas a society that recognizes the suc-
cess of older individuals and continues to en-
hance the access of older individuals to qual-
ity and affordable health care will— 

(1) encourage the ongoing participation 
and heightened independence of older indi-
viduals; and 

(2) ensure the continued safety and well- 
being of older individuals: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 2025 as ‘‘Older Ameri-

cans Month’’; and 
(2) encourages the people of the United 

States to provide opportunities for older in-
dividuals to continue to flourish by— 

(A) emphasizing the importance and lead-
ership of older individuals through public 
recognition of the ongoing achievements of 
older individuals; 

(B) presenting opportunities for older indi-
viduals to share their wisdom, experience, 
and skills with younger generations; and 

(C) recognizing older individuals as valu-
able assets in strengthening communities 
across the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 253—CON-
GRATULATING HIS HOLINESS 
POPE LEO XIV ON HIS ELECTION 
TO THE PAPACY 
Mr. SCHMITT (for himself, Mr. DUR-

BIN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. KAINE, Mr. 
LUJÁN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. 
RICKETTS, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. SULLIVAN, 
Mr. WELCH, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. 
HOEVEN, and Mr. PAUL) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 253 

Whereas the Senate recognizes the historic 
and spiritual significance of the election of 
His Holiness Pope Leo XIV as the Bishop of 
Rome and leader of the worldwide Catholic 
Church; 

Whereas the Senate recognizes the historic 
and spiritual significance of the first Pope 

from the United States ever elected to the 
papacy; 

Whereas the Pope serves as a global sym-
bol of peace, compassion, humility, and the 
pursuit of justice; and 

Whereas the election of the new Pope 
marks a moment of profound importance for 
over 1,000,000,000 Catholics worldwide, includ-
ing millions in the United States, and for 
people of all faiths who are inspired by his 
message and ministry: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) acknowledges the commitment of His 

Holiness Pope Leo XIV to promoting human 
dignity, defending the poor and 
marginalized, advancing interfaith dialogue, 
and fostering reconciliation and peace 
throughout the world; 

(2) expresses the hope that the strong rela-
tionship between the United States and The 
Holy See will continue to deepen, reflecting 
shared values of human rights, religious free-
dom, and global cooperation; 

(3) recognizes the significance of the 
Catholic Church in promoting justice, hu-
manitarian assistance, and moral leadership 
in the world; and 

(4) extends its best wishes for a successful 
and inspiring pontificate. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 254—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 12, 2025, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL SEERSUCKER DAY’’, 
DESIGNATING EVERY THURSDAY 
AFTER NATIONAL SEERSUCKER 
DAY THROUGH THE LAST 
THURSDAY IN AUGUST 2025 AS 
‘‘SEERSUCKER THURSDAY’’, AND 
DESIGNATING JUNE 2025 AS 
‘‘SEERSUCKER APPRECIATION 
MONTH’’ 
Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr. 

WARNOCK) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 254 
Whereas seersucker was introduced to the 

United States in the South in the middle of 
the 19th century; 

Whereas seersucker suits were popularized 
in the United States in the early 1900s by 
New Orleans businessman Joseph Haspel at 
his Broad Street facility in New Orleans, 
Louisiana; 

Whereas, as a lightweight, hard-wearing 
fabric, seersucker is mostly worn and en-
joyed by the people of the United States dur-
ing hot summer months; 

Whereas former Senator Trent Lott of Mis-
sissippi brought Seersucker Thursday to 
Congress in 1996, and after the day went 
unobserved in 2012 and 2013, then-Representa-
tive Bill Cassidy, with the help of the late 
Senator Dianne Feinstein, revived the tradi-
tion in 2014; 

Whereas the Senate will remember the his-
toric service of the late Senator Dianne 
Feinstein, who shall forever remain a part of 
this tradition, which Senator Raphael 
Warnock will continue in her stead; 

Whereas the name ‘‘seersucker’’ originates 
from the Persian phrase ‘‘shir-o-shakar’’, 
meaning ‘‘milk and sugar’’, alluding to the 
alternating textures of the fabric; 

Whereas the seersucker textile is made of 
cotton, linen, or silk (or combinations there-
of), woven on a loom with threads at dif-
ferent tensions, creating alternating stripes 
of smooth and puckered textures that do not 
lay flat on one’s skin, which is what makes 
the fabric so breathable; 

Whereas cotton is an important crop that 
producers in the United States, including 
3,500 family farms in Georgia, strive to cul-
tivate in the highest quality; and 

Whereas one of the alternating stripes in 
seersucker is frequently in a color, typically 
blue, but sometimes gray, green, tan, red, 
pink, or another color, which, in combina-
tion with the white stripes, creates the 
iconic pattern so well known today: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates June 12, 2025, as ‘‘National 

Seersucker Day’’; 
(2) designates every Thursday after Na-

tional Seersucker Day through the last 
Thursday in August 2025 as ‘‘Seersucker 
Thursday’’; 

(3) designates June 2025 as ‘‘Seersucker Ap-
preciation Month’’; 

(4) recognizes the contributions of the 
hard-working people of the United States 
through the wearing of seersucker, the 
unique warm weather clothing known as the 
working person’s uniform; 

(5) encourages Senators to support the ob-
jective of National Seersucker Day and Seer-
sucker Thursday; 

(6) encourages local governments in the 
United States to build partnerships with 
local organizations and other members of the 
clothing industries and enthusiasts to pro-
mote the wearing of seersucker; and 

(7) invites the people of the United States 
to don their warm weather finest on Na-
tional Seersucker Day and every Seersucker 
Thursday. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 255—HON-
ORING THE LIFE, ACHIEVE-
MENTS, AND LEGACY OF 
FORMER UNITED STATES SEN-
ATOR CHRISTOPHER ‘‘KIT’’ BOND 
OF MISSOURI 
Mr. HAWLEY (for himself, Mr. 

SCHMITT, Mr. THUNE, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. 
ALSOBROOKS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BANKS, 
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. 
BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. BUDD, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CASSIDY, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORNYN, 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. COTTON, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
CURTIS, Mr. DAINES, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. ERNST, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HAGERTY, Ms. 
HASSAN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mr. HUSTED, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. JUSTICE, Mr. KAINE, 
Mr. KELLY, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KIM, Mr. 
KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, 
Mr. LEE, Mr. LUJÁN, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. MCCON-
NELL, Mr. MCCORMICK, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mrs. MOODY, Mr. MORAN, Mr. MORENO, 
Mr. MULLIN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. PAUL, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
REED, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. RISCH, Ms. 
ROSEN, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Mr. SHEEHY, Ms. SLOTKIN, 
Ms. SMITH, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TILLIS, 
Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
WARNER, Mr. WARNOCK, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. WELCH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. YOUNG) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 
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S. RES. 255 

Whereas Christopher Samuel ‘‘Kit’’ Bond, 
born to Arthur and Elizabeth Bond on March 
6, 1939, in St. Louis, Missouri; 

Whereas Kit Bond, a sixth-generation Mis-
sourian, grew up and lived in Mexico, Mis-
souri, where he devoted his life to public 
service with integrity, energy, and an 
unshakable commitment to the people of 
Missouri and the United States; 

Whereas Kit Bond served as Missouri’s 
State Auditor from 1971 to 1973; 

Whereas Kit Bond served as the 47th and 
49th Governor of Missouri, serving from 1973 
to 1977 and again from 1981 to 1985, during 
which time he was the youngest governor in 
the State’s history when first elected; 

Whereas Kit Bond served four terms in the 
United States Senate from 1987 to 2011, rep-
resenting the people of Missouri with dis-
tinction, advancing conservative values, 
championing infrastructure, advocating for 
Missouri farmers, strengthening national de-
fense, and working to secure America’s lead-
ership; 

Whereas, during his time in the Senate, 
Kit Bond worked with Missouri developers to 
expand the availability of housing through-
out the State and played a key role in grow-
ing the Parents as Teachers program state-
wide; 

Whereas, during his time in the Senate, 
Kit Bond was a strong supporter of literacy 
programs and efforts to make high-quality 
care more accessible for women and children; 

Whereas Kit Bond was a dedicated public 
servant for more than 40 years; 

Whereas Kit Bond passed away on May 13, 
2025, leaving behind a legacy of service, in-
tegrity, and love for Missouri and the Na-
tion; and 

Whereas Kit Bond is survived by his wife, 
Linda, his son, Sam, and two grandchildren: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) has heard with profound sorrow and 

deep regret the announcement of the death 
of Christopher ‘‘Kit’’ Bond, former member 
of the Senate; 

(2) directs the Secretary of the Senate to 
communicate this resolution to the House of 
Representatives and transmit an enrolled 
copy of this resolution to the family of 
Christopher ‘‘Kit’’ Bond; and 

(3) stands adjourned, as a further mark of 
respect to the memory of the late Chris-
topher ‘‘Kit’’ Bond, when the Senate ad-
journs today. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 256—DESIG-
NATING MAY 2025 AS ‘‘AMERICAN 
STROKE MONTH’’ 

Mr. LUJÁN submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 256 

Whereas quick identification and treat-
ment for stroke results in a higher chance of 
survival and reduces recovery time for indi-
viduals experiencing a stroke; 

Whereas treatment depends on the type of 
stroke someone is having, which must be di-
agnosed by a health care professional; 

Whereas, when dealing with a time-sen-
sitive medical emergency like a stroke, the 
right care, at the right time, at the right fa-
cility, is of the utmost importance; 

Whereas a system of care allows for sci-
entifically proven measures to be applied to 
every patient, every time; 

Whereas, every 40 seconds, someone in the 
United States has a stroke; 

Whereas stroke is a leading cause of seri-
ous long-term disability and the fifth-lead-

ing cause of death in the United States, 
causing more than 160,000 deaths each year; 

Whereas nearly 1⁄2 of adults in the United 
States have high blood pressure, which is a 
leading cause and controllable risk factor for 
stroke; 

Whereas the ‘‘F.A.S.T.’’ warning signs and 
symptoms of stroke include face drooping, 
arm weakness, speech difficulty, and time to 
call 911; 

Whereas, during American Stroke Month 
in May, and year-round, the ‘‘Together to 
End Stroke’’ initiative of the American 
Stroke Association strives to teach people 
everywhere that stroke is largely prevent-
able, treatable, and beatable; and 

Whereas more research and education is 
needed to help prevent and treat stroke: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 2025 as ‘‘American 

Stroke Month’’; 
(2) recognizes and reaffirms the commit-

ment of the Federal Government and people 
of the United States to fighting stroke— 

(A) by promoting awareness about the 
causes, risks, and prevention of stroke; 

(B) by supporting research on stroke; and 
(C) by improving access to affordable, qual-

ity care to reduce long-term disability and 
mortality; 

(3) commends the efforts of States, terri-
tories, and possessions of the United States, 
localities, nonprofit organizations, busi-
nesses and other entities, and the people of 
the United States who support American 
Stroke Month; and 

(4) encourages all individuals in the United 
States to familiarize themselves with the 
risk factors associated with stroke, recog-
nize the warning signs and symptoms, and on 
first sign of a stroke, dial 911 immediately in 
order to begin to reduce the devastating ef-
fects of stroke on the population of the 
United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 257—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE CONCERNING THE AR-
REST AND CONTINUED DETEN-
TION OF EKREM İMAMOĞLU AND 
URGING THE GOVERNMENT OF 
TÜRKIYE TO UPHOLD DEMO-
CRATIC VALUES 

Mr. SCHIFF (for himself and Mr. 
DURBIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 257 

Whereas the Republic of Türkiye is a mem-
ber of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion, an important ally of the United States, 
and, for many years, had been on a path to 
join the European Union, a process that in-
volved important democratic and other re-
forms; 

Whereas Ekrem İmamoğlu was elected as 
Mayor of Istanbul, Türkiye, in 2019, and was 
reelected in 2024; 

Whereas Mr. İmamoğlu was widely seen as 
a likely opposition party candidate to com-
pete in the 2028 Türkiye presidential elec-
tion; 

Whereas, on March 19, 2025, Turkish police 
detained Mr. İmamoğlu along with more 
than 100 other politicians, journalists, and 
businessmen; 

Whereas, on March 23, 2025, Ekrem 
İmamoğlu was formally arrested and charged 
with corruption and terrorism charges, in-
cluding establishing and managing a crimi-
nal organization, taking bribes, extortion, 
and aiding the Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK), and was subsequently charged with 

threatening Istanbul Chief Prosecutor Akin 
Gürlek; 

Whereas the Government of Türkiye has 
not provided any credible evidence to the 
public to support the charges against Mr. 
İmamoğlu; 

Whereas widespread protests opposing the 
arrest and detention of Mr. İmamoğlu have 
erupted throughout Türkiye, constituting 
the largest anti-government protests in 
Türkiye since the Gezi Park protests in 2013; 

Whereas numerous human rights and pro- 
democracy organizations and political fig-
ures in Türkiye have condemned the charges 
against Mr. İmamoğlu as baseless and politi-
cally motivated; 

Whereas, on March 23, 2025, the Republican 
People’s Party, the main opposition party in 
Türkiye, formally nominated Ekrem 
İmamoğlu as the party’s candidate for presi-
dent after receiving nearly 15,000,000 votes in 
the primary election; 

Whereas, on April 11, 2025, Ekrem 
İmamoğlu appeared in court in Istanbul and 
denied all charges brought against him; 

Whereas the Government of Türkiye, under 
the presidency of Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, has 
engaged in actions that undermine democ-
racy and the rule of law, as evidenced in the 
Department of State’s 2023 Country Reports 
on Human Rights Practices, which states the 
Government of Türkiye— 

(1) ‘‘restricted equal competition and 
placed restrictions on the fundamental free-
doms of peaceful assembly and expression’’; 
and 

(2) ‘‘restricted the activities of opposition 
political parties, leaders, and officials, in-
cluding through police detention’’; 

Whereas the leadership of the Government 
of Türkiye has been subject to numerous al-
legations of corruption since 2013; 

Whereas May 19, 2025, marks 2 months 
since Ekrem İmamoğlu was arbitrarily de-
tained in government custody; 

Whereas on March 19, 2025, European Com-
mission President Ursula von der Leyen 
called the arrest of Mayor İmamoğlu ‘‘deeply 
concerning’’ and stated, ‘‘Türkiye must up-
hold the democratic values, especially the 
rights of elected officials’’; 

Whereas on March 26, 2025, Elizabeth 
Throssell, a spokesperson for the United Na-
tions Office of the High Commissioner on 
Human Rights, referencing the March 19, 
2025 arrests of protesters by the Turkish po-
lice, that all those detained ‘‘for the legiti-
mate exercise of their rights must be re-
leased immediately and unconditionally’’ 
and that those facing charges ‘‘should be 
treated with dignity’’ and ‘‘their rights to 
due process and a fair trial, including access 
to a lawyer of their own choice, must be 
fully ensured’’; 

Whereas on April 9, 2025, the Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
called on the Government of Türkiye ‘‘to re-
lease immediately Ekrem İmamoğlu’’; and 

Whereas on May 8, 2025, Turkish authori-
ties blocked the social media account of 
Mayor İmamoğlu, preventing him from com-
municating with his supporters: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) calls on President Erdoğan and law en-

forcement authorities in Türkiye to present 
any credible evidence against Ekrem 
İmamoğlu or immediately release him from 
detention; 

(2) urges the Government of Türkiye to up-
hold democratic values, including free and 
fair elections; and 

(3) urges the Secretary of State to issue 
forceful and timely statements and to en-
gage diplomatically with the Government of 
Türkiye over anti-democratic behavior. 
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