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supported efforts in her communities
and Idaho through service in leadership
positions for various organizations.
This includes service on boards and
commissions for the Pacific Region Na-

tional Rehabilitation Association,
Idaho Hispanic Commission, Idaho
State Independent Living Council,

Mountain Home Chamber of Com-
merce, Idaho Public Television, and
Saint Alphonsus Health Systems.

When announcing the search for
Lupe’s replacement, AARP shared,
“During her tenure with AARP, Wissel
guided the Idaho staff and a deep cadre
of volunteers—who are committed to
helping the 50+ live their best lives and
thrive as they age. Wissel has also been
instrumental in AARP’s expansion of
resources for veterans through in-
creased access to information and serv-
ices, and educational programs. She
also led the development and delivery
of AARP’s community programs, advo-
cacy and information for its more than
187,000 members in Idaho.”

As we honor Lupe for her remarkable
work and wish her well in her next
chapter, we also recognize she truly
leaves big shoes to fill. Her leadership
and impactful championing will be
greatly missed, and we thank her for
her strong backing of Idaho seniors and
our country’s veterans as she has
shaped sound policy for Americans
throughout her commendable career.e

———

RECOGNIZING THE QUILTED
FOREST

e Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as chair
of the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, each
week I recognize an outstanding Iowa
small business that exemplifies the
American entrepreneurial spirit. This
week, it is my privilege to recognize
The Quilted Forest of Forest City, IA,
as the Senate Small Business of the
Week.

Founded in 1998, Shelley and Dan
Robson opened The Quilted Forest in
Forest City, IA, to create a one-stop
shop for quilting Kkits, fabrics, and
original pattern designs. In 2004, Shel-
ley launched Pieced Tree Patterns, a
pattern design company that now sells
custom quilt patterns nationwide. By
2009, the Robsons expanded into an
8,000-square-foot store on Forest City’s
Main Street. The Quilted Forest has a
variety of products online and in store,
with thousands of different fabric and
pattern designs, as well as gifts and
quilt kits. A dedicated team of four
community-based employees supports
the shop’s daily operations, website de-
sign, and inventory management.

As the business grew on Main Street,
so did its digital presence. In 2012,
Quilt Sampler magazine named The
Quilted Forest as one of the top 10
quilt shops in the United States. Fur-
thermore, on July 4, 2021, Shelley had
the idea to start a YouTube channel to
share her passion with more people
while connecting with other small
businesses. In less than 2 years, a
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project gained viral attention, propel-
ling the channel’s rapid growth. Today,
The Quilted Forest YouTube channel
has over 120,000 subscribers from
around the world. Shelley’s videos fea-
ture tutorials, museum tours, and
project ideas for new and experienced
quilters. One project Shelley has
worked on is a State quilt block of the
month to celebrate the United States’
250th birthday in 2026.

The Quilted Forest is very active in
the Forest City community. The busi-
ness is a member of the Forest City
Chamber of Commerce, and Shelley
formerly served a term as president on
the chamber board. Through the cham-
ber, the company participates in the
community’s Holiday Sip and Shop, a
night to explore and shop Forest City’s
Main Street businesses. The Quilted
Forest also participates in the All Iowa
Shop Hop, a statewide event where par-
ticipants collect passport stamps by
visiting different stores across the
State to win prizes, discover new
items, and purchase unique fabrics. Be-
yond its retail presence, The Quilted
Forest gives back by donating quilts to
new mothers at the Mason City Hos-
pital, as well as supporting fundraisers
and local organizations across northern
Iowa and southern Minnesota. In
March, The Quilted Forest celebrated
its 28th anniversary.

I want to congratulate the Robsons
and the entire team at The Quilted
Forest for their dedication to cre-
ativity to share their love of quilting
with the Forest City community and
beyond. I look forward to seeing their
continued growth and success.®

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE GARRISON

e Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Mr. George Garrison of
Joplin, MO, for his storied career of
public service and for his 95th birthday.

Born on April 15, 1930, in Joplin, MO,
George attended Joplin High School,
where he played baseball and football.
His passion and talent led him to play
class D professional baseball, and while
he had signed a contract to play Triple-
A professional baseball—fulfilling a
dream—he was actually drafted by the
U.S. Army in January 1952. Shortly
after being drafted, George married his
high school sweetheart Barbara on
February 1, 1952.

Like many young men his age,
George was deployed to Korea. He
served with the U.S. Army’s 7th Infan-
try Division, 47th Field Artillery Bat-
talion, where he drove the battalion
commander to and from the frontlines.
After 20 months of brave service to our
country, including his deployment,
George retired as a corporal in the U.S.
Army and returned home to his beloved
wife in Missouri.

After his military career, George
went back to school and finished his
degree in education. He became a pub-
lic school teacher and coach in
Raymore, MO; where he taught indus-
trial arts, history, physical education,
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and coached basketball and track. Hav-
ing played sports himself, he was dedi-
cated to the betterment of his students
and the character building that comes
through sports.

Following his tenure in Raymore,
George and Barbara moved back to
Joplin where Geroge taught at Webb
City High School. Both the ninth grade
basketball and football teams he
coached in 1957 led undefeated seasons.
George then went on to become an as-
sistant principal at Webb City Junior
High School, and the couple moved to
Webb City. Given his years of teaching
and coaching for the Webb City School
District and his proven leadership
skills, in 1967, George was tapped as as-
sistant superintendent. After 27 years
of service in public education, George
retired in 1984.

In addition to his decades of work
with students and parents, George
served as chairman of the Webb City
Park Board, where he led the city in
purchasing the land for the city’s well-
known King Jack Park, where he has
since watched his grandkids play base-
ball and softball.

Whether in Joplin or Webb City,
George has faithfully served his
church—first as a charter member at
Fellowship Bible Church in Joplin,
where he helped in the youth group,
and then as a deacon, Sunday school
teacher, member of the choir, and of
course, the softball coach, at Emman-
uel Baptist Church in Webb City.

George has been happily married for
73 years and enjoys spending time with
his three daughters, who all reside in
Webb City, MO; his seven grand-
children; and his three great-grand-
children, with two more on the way. I
thank George for his military service,
his work in the Missouri public school
system, and I wish George all the best
upon reaching this impressive mile-
stone of 95 years.e®

————————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:18 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 217. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to make permanent the pilot
program authorized by the Communities
Helping Invest through Property and Im-
provements Needed for Veterans Act of 2016,
and for other purposes.

H.R 1147. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and for
other purposes.

H.R 1263. An act to require a strategy for
bolstering engagement and cooperation be-
tween the United States, Australia, India,
and Japan and to seek to establish a Quad
Inter-Parliamentary Working Group to fa-
cilitate closer cooperation on shared inter-
ests and values.

H.R 1286. An act to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an
agreement with a federally funded research
and development center for an assessment of
forms that the Secretary sends to claimants
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for benefits under laws administered by the
Secretary, and for other purposes.

H.R 1364. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide clarification regard-
ing the inclusion of medically necessary
automobile adaptations in Department of
Veterans Affairs definition of ‘‘medical serv-
ices”.

H.R 1453. An act to amend the Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act to require re-
porting regarding clean energy demonstra-
tion projects, and for other purposes.

H.R 1578. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to promote assistance from per-
sons recognized by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs for individuals who file certain
claims under laws administered by the Sec-
retary.

H.R 1815. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to take certain actions in
the case of a default on a home loan guaran-
teed by the Secretary, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R 1823. An act to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs and the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States to report on certain
funding shortfalls in the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.

H.R 2201. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve claims, made under
laws administered by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, regarding military sexual
trauma, and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 217. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to make permanent the pilot
program authorized by the Communities
Helping Invest through Property and Im-
provements Needed for Veterans Act of 2016,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

H.R. 1147. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

H.R. 1263. An act to require a strategy for
bolstering engagement and cooperation be-
tween the United States, Australia, India,
and Japan and to seek to establish a Quad
Inter-Parliamentary Working Group to fa-
cilitate closer cooperation on shared inter-
ests and values; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

H.R. 1286. An act to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an
agreement with a federally funded research
and development center for an assessment of
forms that the Secretary sends to claimants
for benefits under laws administered by the
Secretary, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

H.R. 1364. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide clarification regard-
ing the inclusion of medically necessary
automobile adaptations in Department of
Veterans Affairs definition of ‘‘medical serv-
ices”; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

H.R. 1453. An act to amend the Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act to require re-
porting regarding clean energy demonstra-
tion projects, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

H.R. 1578. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to promote assistance from per-
sons recognized by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs for individuals who file certain
claims under laws administered by the Sec-
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retary; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

H.R. 1815. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to take certain actions in
the case of a default on a home loan guaran-
teed by the Secretary, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

H.R. 1823. An act to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs and the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States to report on certain
funding shortfalls in the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs; to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

H.R. 2201. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve claims, made under
laws administered by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, regarding military sexual
trauma, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-976. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to the status of all extensions
granted by Congress regarding the deadlines
for the commencement of construction of
Commission-licensed hydropower projects,
including information about any delays by
the Commission with respect to extensions
and the reasons for such delays; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

EC-977. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Perfluoroalkyl and
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Data Reporting
and Recordkeeping under the Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act; Change to Submission
Period” (FRL No. 7902.2-01-OCSPP) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on May 14, 2025; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

EC-978. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Air Quality Plans;
California; Tehama County Air Pollution
Control District; New Source Review’ (FRL
No. 10286-02-R9) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 14, 2025; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-979. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval;
WA; Southwest Clean Air Agency; Revisions
to Excess Emissions, Startup, Shutdown, and
General Requirements’” (FRL No. 12413-02-
R10) received in the Office of the President of
the Senate on May 14, 2025; to the Committee
on Environment and Public Works.

EC-980. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval;
Ohio; Nitrogen Oxide Budget Program’ (FRL
No. 12551-02-Rb) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 14, 2025; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-981. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-

May 20, 2025

ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Air Plan Approval;
Alabama; Administrative Corrections and
VOC Definition” (FRL No. 12570-02-R4) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 14, 2025; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

EC-982. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval;
Colorado; Interim Final Determination to
Stay and Defer Sanctions in the Denver
Metro/North Front Range 2008 Ozone Non-
attainment Area” (FRL No. 12746-02-R8) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 14, 2025; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

EC-983. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“Air Plan Approval;
Texas; New Source Review Updates for
Project Emissions Accounting” (FRL No.
10676-03-R6) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 14, 2025; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-984. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval;
Michigan; Attainment Plan for the Detroit
2010 Sulfur Dioxide Nonattainment Area’
(FRL No. 10788-02-R5) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on May 14,
2025; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

EC-985. A communication from the Section
Chief, Internal Revenue Service, Department
of the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revenue
Procedure: Examination of returns and
claims for refund, credit, or abatement; de-
termination of tax liability’’ (Rev. Proc.
2025-20) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on May 14, 2025; to the
Committee on Finance.

EC-986. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulations and Disclosure Law
Division, Customs and Border Protection,
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Emergency Import Restrictions on
Categories of Archaeological and Ethno-
logical Material of Lebanon” (RIN1685-AA32)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 14, 2025; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC-987. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act,
the certification of a proposed license for the
export of defense articles, including tech-
nical data, and defense services to Malaysia
in the amount of $14,000,000 or more (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 25-016) received in the Of-
fice of the President pro tempore; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-988. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act,
the certification of a proposed license for the
export of defense articles, including tech-
nical data, and defense services to the UAE
in the amount of $50,000,000 or more (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 23-031) received in the Of-
fice of the President pro tempore; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-989. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
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