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business interests, or any foreign state
or any business privately.

And that is what the emoluments
clause is meant to guarantee. It pro-
tects our national security, as well as
the integrity of our political system.

When President Trump, brazenly and
shamefully, flouts the constitutional
protections implemented by the Found-
ers to avoid improper influence, he vio-
lates one of the core principles of our
Constitution. He has never come to
Congress asking for any permission for
any of these deals; that is for sure. His
willingness to use the privileges of his
office to enrich himself and his family
seems to know no bounds. Congress
simply cannot stand aside because Con-
gress is the one who has to enforce the
emoluments clause.

I know. I went to court during the
first Trump term. I organized many of
my colleagues in both the House and
the Senate to ask the courts to enforce
the emoluments clause, and we won in
district court. Our case failed in the
court of appeals because of lack of
standing; that is to say, we lacked au-
thorization, specific permission from
the House or the Senate to go forward.

There were 214 other Members of
Congress who joined in my lawsuit to
enforce this clause. There is no other
party that is an enforcer for this
clause, and if the President refuses to
seek our approval for acceptance of
these foreign benefits, we have no
choice but to go to court again.

I am hopeful that my Republican col-
leagues will join me in saying: Well, we
may be wrong about all of this corrup-
tion, about what BLUMENTHAL is saying
about the violation of the foreign
emoluments clause, but let’s let a
court decide. Let’s bring it to a judge
on the Federal court—because in my
view this violation of law is so abjectly
and obviously clear that it demands an
answer from the courts.

Accordingly, in a moment, I will ask
for unanimous consent to pass a resolu-
tion that would direct Senate legal
counsel to file a lawsuit on behalf of
the U.S. Senate to enforce the emolu-
ments clause.

And I will just close by saying to my
Republican colleagues: I challenge you.
I challenge you to prove that you are
more than just lackeys to President
Trump, that you are just more than
automatic approvers of whatever he
does, his self-enrichment schemes, and
show that the Senate still has spine,
still has self-respect, and still has re-
spect for the Founders, who said that
no one is above the law.

No one can brazenly and shamefully
commit corruption that endangers the
national security of the United States
of America and makes our Nation vul-
nerable to this kind of interference
from foreign powers, whether they are
in the Middle East or Russia or any-
where around the globe.

And so, as if in legislative session, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 219, submitted earlier today, and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and the motions
to reconsider be made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
an objection?

The Senator from Alabama.

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Reserving the
right to object, I have been around here
5 years now, and I am used to attacks
on a lot of people. But for the most
successful President in the first 4
months, I have never seen like these
attacks from my Democratic col-
leagues. I don’t understand it. And it
really isn’t an attack on President
Trump. It is an attack on the Amer-
ican people, because this body itself,
years before I got here, passed the abil-
ity to build two of these planes for the
President of the United States to use.
By the way, they are $2.5 billion each.
That is pretty dang expensive.

I think if you asked the American
people if they would take out a swap of
a $400 million airplane instead of $2.1
billion and maybe add some changes to
it—obviously, as I said earlier, I don’t
know if President Trump will ever fly
on this plane. Maybe, in the future, it
is for the next President, because it is
going to take a while for security pur-
poses. But we just need to be really
careful here and make sure we under-
stand the American people have the de-
cision here, not politicians. And I guar-
antee, if you ask the people that pay
the taxes in this country, they would
take the alternative to spending $2.5
billion on an airplane when you could
get one for $400 million and possibly
add a few million to it to upgrade it.

So it is just another attack on the
best and the greatest President in my
lifetime, who fights for the American
people, who does things for the Amer-
ican people, who does things to save
money for the American people. And
hope to God he continues to do that for
the next 3% years he is in office.

So for those reasons, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The Senator from Connecticut.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, if
President Trump is everything that my
colleague has just said, he never would
have suggested this $400 million boon-
doggle. He never would have thought
that the American people should pay
billions of dollars to retrofit the plane.
He never would have risked the Amer-
ican security in the threat that is
posed by foreign powers bugging or
hacking the security devices or dis-
abling the mechanisms of this plane.

And if this President never flies on
this plane, it will only be because of
the vocal and vehement protests that
we are seeing, not only on the floor of
the U.S. Senate but across the country,
from MAGA personalities and com-
mentators to everyday Americans who
are aghast that hundreds of millions—
in fact, billions—of dollars will be
spent on this boondoggle that puts at
risk American security. If President
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Trump never takes possession of this
plane, it will only be because he has
been embarrassed and shamed by our
vehement and vocal protests against
doing it. And the reaction of everyday
Americans has been one of vehement
objection.

But this plane is only the most visi-
ble and tangible evidence of a corrupt
administration—and, particularly, the
crypto corruption, where hundreds of
millions of dollars are literally flowing
into the bank accounts and pockets of
President Trump and his family. And
everyday Americans are suffering
losses because of it.

The investors in his meme coin—tens
of thousands of them—are losers. They
have lost money. And many other
Americans are likely to suffer losses as
well. So the tangible impact of that
crypto corruption is real and present
and ongoing.

And so I think enforcement of the
emoluments clause through a lawsuit
brought by the Senate of the United
States, authorized through this resolu-
tion, is absolutely necessary and appro-
priate now.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

JOCELYN NUNGARAY NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, Jocelyn
Nungaray was a 12-year-old girl who
was sexually assaulted and murdered
just north of Houston last June. The
two suspects who committed this
ghastly crime were illegal immigrants
who never should have been in our
country in the first place.

To commemorate Jocelyn’s life, I
have introduced the Jocelyn Nungaray
National Wildlife Refuge Act, which
would permanently rename the Ana-
huac National Wildlife Refuge in Texas
in her memory.

This bill would actually codify Presi-
dent Trump’s Executive order and en-
sure that future generations will re-
member Jocelyn for years to come. I
hope my colleagues will join me in re-
naming this Texas wildlife refuge in
her honor.

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 1596 and the Senate

proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report the bill by title.
The senior assistant executive clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1596), to rename the Anahuac Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge located in the State of
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Texas as the ‘‘Jocelyn Nungaray National
Wildlife Refuge”’.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mr. CORNYN. I know of no further
debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall the bill pass?

The bill (S. 1596) was passed as fol-
lows:

S. 1596

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Jocelyn
Nungaray National Wildlife Refuge Act’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) On June 17, 2024, 12-year-old Jocelyn
Nungaray was brutally murdered in Houston,
Texas.

(2) Two illegal aliens who were allegedly
members of the Tren de Aragua gang have
been charged with her murder.

(3) On March 4, 2025, President Donald J.
Trump signed Executive Order 14229 (90 Fed.
Reg. 11585; relating to honoring Jocelyn
Nungaray) renaming the area known as the
Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge to
“Jocelyn Nungaray National Wildlife Ref-
uge’’.

(4) Ms. Nungaray loved animals and, given
the close proximity of her hometown of
Houston, it is fitting that the Anahuac Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge be renamed in her
honor.

SEC. 3. RENAMING OF ANAHUAC NATIONAL WILD-
LIFE REFUGE.

(a) RENAMING.—The Anahuac National
Wildlife Refuge located in the State of Texas
shall be known as the ‘‘Jocelyn Nungaray
National Wildlife Refuge”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the national
wildlife refuge referred to in subsection (a)
shall be deemed to be a reference to the
“Jocelyn Nungaray National Wildlife Ref-
uge’’.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-
TIS). The Senator from Wyoming.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that we proceed
with the vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON DANLY NOMINATION

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Danly nomina-
tion?

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM) and the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. HAGERTY).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM) would have voted ‘‘yea’” and the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY)
would have voted ‘‘aye.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH) and the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) are necessarily
absent.

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 248 Ex.]
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Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 84, Kath-
arine MacGregor, of Florida, to be Deputy
Secretary of the Interior.

John Thune, Mike Crapo, Thom Tillis,
Cynthia M. Lummis, Mike Rounds,
Rick Scott of Florida, Roger F. Wicker,
Katie Boyd Britt, Steve Daines, John
Boozman, John R. Curtis, James E.
Risch, John Barrasso, Cindy Hyde-
Smith, Dan Sullivan, Bernie Moreno,
Jim Justice.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Katharine MacGregor, of Florida, to
be Deputy Secretary of the Interior,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

YEAS—bH2

Banks Grassley Mullin
Barrasso Hawley Murkowski
Blackburn Hoeven Paul
Boozman Husted Ricketts
Britt Hyde-Smith Risch
Budfl Ji ohqson Rounds
gapng }b;usmg Schmitt

assidy ennedy
Collins King Eﬁgﬁﬁ gg;
Cornyn Lankford
Cotton Lee Sheghy
Cramer Lummis Sullivan
Crapo Marshall Thune
Cruz McConnell Tillis
Curtis McCormick Tuberville
Daines Moody Wicker
Ernst Moran Young
Fischer Moreno

NAYS—44

Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester Kim Schumer
Booker Klqlguchar Shaheen
gantwell Il\;lujail Slotkin

oons arkey X
Cortez Masto Merkley ‘Slgﬁtg ollen
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Durbin Murray Warnock
Fetterman Ossoff
Gallego Padilla Warren
Gillibrand Peters Welch
Hassan Reed Wyden

NOT VOTING—4

Graham Heinrich
Hagerty Whitehouse

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

The majority leader.

WAIVING QUORUM CALL

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum call with respect to the
MacGregor nomination be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
an objection? Without objection, it is
so ordered.

———
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk

called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ator is necessarily absent: the Senator

from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Virginia (Mr. WARNER) is

necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 57,

nays 41, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 249 Ex.]

YEAS—57
Banks Gallego Moody
Barrasso Grassley Moran
Blackburn Hagerty Moreno
Boozman Hawley Mullin
Britt Heinrich Murkowski
Budd Hoeven Paul
Capito Husted Ricketts
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Risch
Collins Johnson Rounds
Cornyn Justice Schmitt
Cotton Kelly Scott (FL)
Cramer Kennedy Scott (SC)
Crapo King Sheehy
Cruz Lankford Sullivan
Curtis Lee Thune
Daines Lummis Tillis
Ernst Marshall Tuberville
Fetterman McConnell Wicker
Fischer McCormick Young

NAYS—41
Alsobrooks Hirono Sanders
Baldwin Kaine Schatz
Bennet Kim Schiff
Blumenthal Klobuchar Schumer
Blunt Rochester  Lujan Shaheen
Booker Markey Slotkin
Cantwell Merkley Smith
Coons Murphy
Cortez Masto Murray %Z?n}tl)zllien
Duckworth Ossoff Warren
Durbin Padilla
Gillibrand Peters Welch
Hassan Reed Whitehouse
Hickenlooper Rosen Wyden

NOT VOTING—2

Graham Warner

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 57, the nays are 41.
The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.
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