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not be debated on the Senate floor at
this time, because those little busi-
nesses don’t have the protections that
big companies with big margins have.
They are very, very vulnerable, and
Casey Mulligan, the nominee for Chief
Counsel for Advocacy, has actually
questioned the value of longstanding
and widely expected worker protec-
tions, including sick leave and paid
healthcare and the right to unionize.
And, not surprisingly, not a single
Democrat on the Small Business Com-
mittee voted to advance his nomina-
tion.

So this is not the right time, and he
is not the right person to have this job.
Confirming Dr. Mulligan will only fur-
ther President Trump’s radical, dam-
aging attack on small businesses and
their workers.

And with that, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

S.J. RES. 7

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
rise in strong opposition to today’s res-
olution to overturn an FCC rule that
provides greater flexibility to ensure
that every student has the access to
the internet that they need.

We have known for a long time that
internet access is critical for edu-
cation. Students need Wi-Fi to connect
with classmates and teachers, work on
group projects, do research, and even
just hit the ‘“‘submit’ button on some
assignments. Yet too many Americans
can’t access reliable internet at home.
It is called the ‘“‘homework gap,” and it
is leaving thousands of kids behind.

This disparity only worsened during
the pandemic, when the homework gap
became a full learning gap for thou-
sands of students. Many kids without
internet at home had to sit in McDon-
ald’s parking lots so they could Zoom
into class. As part of the American
Rescue Plan, I worked with my col-
league from Massachusetts Senator ED
MARKEY and former FCC Chairwoman
Rosenworcel to launch the Emergency
Educational Connectivity Fund, or
ECF. This $7 billion program provided
nearly 18 million students at over
10,000 schools and libraries with
hotspots, routers, and other equipment
for students and educators to connect
to the internet at home. Maryland
schools and libraries received over $145
million through this program to help
bridge the homework gap in my State.

Even as we worked to provide sup-
port for students on an emergency
basis, we worked with the FCC on mod-
ernization of the E-Rate program to
ensure it meets student needs. The new
FCC rule allows schools and libraries
to loan out Wi-Fi hotspots to students
and educators at home so we can con-
tinue to address the homework gap.
But now, the Republicans want to re-
peal this commonsense reform and
take away hotspots from low-income
and rural families.

This is a backwards step at a time
when access to the internet is more im-
portant than ever. And because the
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new rule simply allowed the use of ex-
isting E-Rate funds more flexibly, the
repeal of this rule does not save a dime.
A vote to repeal this rule is a vote to
limit the FCC’s ability to address a
critical need for students and to put a
stop to good work being done by
schools and libraries to support learn-
ing. This was an issue before the pan-
demic and remains an issue today.

We all know that access to the inter-
net is essential. We have worked on a
bipartisan basis to expand broadband
access, but we have a long way to go.
The FCC modernized E-Rate to ensure
that students are not disadvantaged by
lack of access to broadband at home,
whether that is because they are in a
rural area with no connection or be-
cause it is unaffordable for their par-
ents. This is a commonsense measure,
and I urge my colleagues to vote
against its repeal today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
is expired.

The clerk will read the title of the
joint resolution for the third time.

The joint resolution was ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading and
was read the third time.

VOTE ON S.J. RES. 7

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint
resolution having been read the third
time, the question is, Shall the joint
resolution pass?

Ms. HASSAN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS), the
Senator from Idaho (Mr. RIscH), and
the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO), the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH), the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. FETTERMAN), the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO), the Sen-
ator from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR),
the Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
MURPHY), the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA), the Senator from New
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), and the
Senator from Minnesota (Ms. SMITH)
are necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 38, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 238 Leg.]

YEAS—50
Banks Cruz Justice
Barrasso Curtis Kennedy
Blackburn Daines Lankford
Boozman Ernst Lee
Britt Fischer Marshall
Budd Graham McConnell
Capito Grassley McCormick
Cassidy Hagerty Moody
Collins Hawley Moran
Cornyn Hoeven Moreno
Cotton Husted Mullin
Cramer Hyde-Smith Murkowski
Crapo Johnson Paul
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Ricketts Scott (SC) Tillis
Rounds Sheehy Tuberville
Schmitt Sullivan Young
Scott (FL) Thune
NAYS—38

Alsobrooks Hirono Sanders
Baldwin Kaine Schatz
Bennet Kelly Schiff
Blumenthal Kim Schumer
Blunt Rochester  King Slotkin
Booker Lujan Van Hollen
Cantwell Markey Warner
Coons Merkley
Durbin Murray g:iﬁ;ﬁ k
Gillibrand Ossoff

Welch
Hassan Peters R
Heinrich Reed Whitehouse
Hickenlooper Rosen Wyden

NOT VOTING—12

Cortez Masto Klobuchar Risch
Duckworth Lummis Shaheen
Fetterman Murphy Smith
Gallego Padilla Wicker

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 7) was

passed as follows:
S.J.RES. 7

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Federal
Communications Commission relating to
‘““Addressing the Homework Gap Through the
E-Rate Program’ (89 Fed. Reg. 67303 (August
20, 2024)), and such rule shall have no force or
effect.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED
BY THE NATIONAL PARK SERV-
ICE RELATING TO ‘“GLEN CAN-
YON NATIONAL RECREATION
AREA: MOTOR VEHICLES —Re-
sumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.J. Res. 60,
which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 60) providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the National Park Service re-
lating to ‘“‘Glen Canyon National Recreation
Area: Motor Vehicles™.

The joint resolution was ordered to a
third reading and was read the third
time.

VOTE ON H.J. RES. 60

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint
resolution having been read the third
time, the question is, Shall the joint
resolution pass?

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Indiana (Mr. BANKS), the
Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), and
the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
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the Senator from Minnesota (Ms.
SMITH), the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
WARNOCK), and the Senator from Rhode
Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) are nec-
essarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 239 Leg.]

YEAS—50
Barrasso Grassley Moreno
Blackburn Hagerty Mullin
Boozman Hawley Murkowski
Britt Hoeven Paul
Budfi Husted ) Ricketts
Caplfco Hyde-Smith Risch
Cassidy Johnson Rounds
Collins Justice Schmitt
Cornyn Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cotton Lankford
Cramer Lee Scott (SC)
Crapo Lummis She‘?hy
Cruz Marshall Sullivan
Curtis McConnell Thune
Daines McCormick Tillis
Fischer Moody Tuberville
Graham Moran Young
NAYS—43

Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Reed
Baldwin Hirono Rosen
Bennet Kaine Sanders
Blumenthal Kelly Schatz
Blunt Rochester K@m Schiff
Cantwell King Schumer
gooéls Mast Elql{)uchar Shaheen

ortez Masto ujan :
Duckworth Markey \S/-mtkm

R an Hollen
Durbin Merkley Warner
Fetterman Murphy
Gallego Murray Warren
Gillibrand Ossoff Welch
Hassan Padilla Wyden
Heinrich Peters
NOT VOTING—17

Banks Smith Wicker
Booker Warnock
Ernst Whitehouse

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 60)
was passed.
———

GUIDING AND ESTABLISHING NA-
TIONAL INNOVATION FOR TU.S.

STABLECOINS ACT—Motion to
Proceed
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

HAGERTY). Under the previous order,
the Senate will resume consideration
of the motion to proceed to S. 1582,
which the clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 66, S.
1582, a bill to provide for the regulation of
payment stablecoins, and for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

SOUTHERN BORDER

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I
spent last weekend along our southern
border, again, as I have done many
weekends, to be able to get down to the
border in different areas. Last week-
end, I went down to the San Diego-Ti-
juana border area.

In that area, there are 1.3 million
people living in San Diego. That city
bumps right up against our border with
Tijuana. Tijuana, Mexico, has over 2
million people living in that town.

There is a 30-foot fence that actually
separates the two there. That is a dou-
ble-section fence. It is incredibly im-
portant to be able to manage that bor-
der, not only for the crossing of traffic
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illegally but also for the crossing of
legal traffic. One of the largest ports
and traffic movement of people and
cargo in the world is right there, and it
is an incredibly important location for
us.

I went there to be able to see the im-
plementation of the new authorities
and the things that the President is ac-
tually implementing there that have so
precipitously dropped the movement of
illegal immigration and have dramati-
cally increased the number of interdic-
tion of drugs that are moving through
that area. That literally benefits the
entire country.

What I found when I visited with the
folks from CBP was that morale was up
and the chaos is down. I found folks
who are there that are law enforcement
professionals actually doing law en-
forcement. When I visited with some of
those same folks before, during the
Biden administration, they were being
treated like hotel check-in staff that
were being asked to actually just move
people into the country as fast as pos-
sible. Now, they are actually able to do
their jobs, to actually enforce the law,
and to do what they signed up to do.
And they are eager to be able to pro-
tect the Nation and know full well the
threats that we are facing.

In that area in San Diego, we have
had more of what are called special-in-
terest aliens move through that area of
our border than any other area of our
entire 2,000-mile-long border with Mex-
ico. People from Russia, China, from
Central Africa, from Uzbekistan, and
from multiple other places fly into Ti-
juana and then literally drive up to the
gap in the fence and walk across, right
into the United States.

At least, that is how it used to be.
That is not what is happening any-
more.

So I wanted to be able to talk
through with this body a few of the
things that I saw there and the work
that is still undone.

One, that section of the gap in the
fence is right there at Tijuana, on the
eastern side of San Diego. That gap is
still there, but something has changed.
Construction is beginning to be able to
close that gap, and it is incredibly im-
portant. It is one of the first places
that CBP and Border Patrol took me to
and pointed out to say: We need this
gap closed. It is very important that
we actually get this gap secured be-
cause it is in a very remote area, dif-
ficult to traverse, and it is dangerous
for our Border Patrol folks to have to
be able to chase someone through that
area.

In fact, while I was in that area,
around that gap, I literally watched
one of the Lakota helicopters come in
and to be able to identify someone who
was literally cutting through that area
and smuggling right through that zone.
The good news is things are different
now, and that person was caught be-
cause we have the manpower in place
to be able to catch them.
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And that person will be deported im-
mediately. That is also a big change
that has actually occurred.

So things are different in what is ac-
tually happening there, and I am grate-
ful to be able to see the chaos going
down and the morale and the enforce-
ment going significantly up. That gap
in the fence will be closed in the days
ahead. And as one of many requests the
Border Patrol has: just help us have a
deterrent in this area so that we can
better patrol and be able to chase folks
down that are violating American law.

They need additional personnel as
well. I will talk a little bit about that
in a moment. They need additional re-
sources to be able to do their tasks,
and they need additional authorities to
be able to make sure they can fully
execute the law that is put in front of
them.

Something that was interesting—the
multiple times I have been to the bor-
der the last several years—often the
Border Patrol would tell me they can’t
put checkpoints up anymore. They
used to have checkpoints on the major
highways as they were headed north
away from the border, and they would
check vehicles for people being smug-
gled and drugs being smuggled into the
country and other contraband. They
weren’t able to do that because they
were asked to actually go to the border
to facilitate people coming in, and so
they could no longer do those check-
points.

Guess what. Those checkpoints are
back up again. They are actually stop-
ping people on the highways now to be
able to check and see if there are drugs
there that have found their way across
the border and are moving north, and
they are interdicting narcotics again
there.

They are able to actually process a
lot faster turning people around, to
have the people at the checkpoints, and
to be able to do the enforcement be-
cause the numbers are so precipitously
lower than what they used to be.

What does that mean side by side? A
year ago, we had some days we had
12,000 people a day illegally crossing
our southern border—12,000 people a
day.

Last week, most days were around
200. In fact, for the first time that I can
remember in a very long time, when I
checked in at the Border Patrol station
and was talking with them about
where things were going and how
things were going and what has
changed, as we walked past the area
they would typically check in unac-
companied minors, that room was
empty. I can’t remember the last time
I walked past, and there were zero un-
accompanied minors that were there.

The border is being enforced. It is
bringing some sanity to our southern
border. It is an enormous help and
change. But there are a couple areas
for cartels that are obviously money-
making organizations—they are very
focused on what they are going to do
next.
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