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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 

sufficient second? 
There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
The result was announced—yeas 54, 

nays 46, as follows: 
[Rollcall Vote No. 9 Ex.] 

YEAS—54 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fetterman 

Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 

Moran 
Moreno 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—46 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 

Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 

Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

The majority leader. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION—Motion to 
Proceed 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 3. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion 
to proceed. 

Mrs. MURRAY. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO: The following Sen-

ator is necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY) is necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 53, 
nays 45, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 10 Leg.] 

YEAS—53 

Banks 
Barrasso 

Blackburn 
Boozman 

Britt 
Budd 

Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 

Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moran 
Moreno 

Mullin 
Murkowski 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—45 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Markey Paul 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Peter Hegseth, 
of Tennessee, to be Secretary of De-
fense. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 3, Peter 
Hegseth, of Tennessee, to be Secretary of De-
fense. 

John Thune, Steve Daines, John Ken-
nedy, Jim Justice, James E. Risch, 
Mike Crapo, Tim Sheehy, Deb Fischer, 
Tommy Tuberville, Rick Scott of Flor-
ida, Pete Ricketts, Katie Britt, Ted 
Budd, Roger F. Wicker, Mike Rounds, 
Roger Marshall, Eric Schmitt. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 4. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Kristi Noem, of 
South Dakota, to be Secretary of 
Homeland Security. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 4, Kristi 
Noem, of South Dakota, to be Secretary of 
Homeland Security. 

John Thune, Steve Daines, John Ken-
nedy, Jim Justice, James E. Risch, 
Tim Sheehy, Mike Crapo, Deb Fischer, 
Tommy Tuberville, Rick Scott of Flor-
ida, Pete Ricketts, Katie Britt, Ted 
Budd, Roger F. Wicker, Mike Rounds, 
Roger Marshall, Eric Schmitt. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to resume legisla-
tive session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CATFISH FARM-
ERS OF ARKANSAS 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the 50th anniversary 
of the Catfish Farmers of Arkansas. 

Established in 1975, members of the 
Catfish Farmers of Arkansas include 
producers, suppliers, businessowners, 
researchers, educators, and many other 
stakeholders. Together, they work to 
ensure the success of the catfish indus-
try in both the Natural State and na-
tionwide. 

The Catfish Farmers of Arkansas has 
made enormous strides advancing its 
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unique interests over five decades by 
providing regular industry updates, 
supporting research, and promoting 
policies that support producers. The as-
sociation has demonstrated time and 
time again its invaluable role on behalf 
of catfish farmers across the State. 

As the birthplace of the commercial 
catfish industry, Arkansas has had a 
long and proud history with catfish 
production. Today, catfish is the lead-
ing aquaculture good in the United 
States, and the Natural State con-
tinues to be a top producer. This legacy 
of catfish production is widely appre-
ciated and recognized by Arkansans. 

In honor of its 50th anniversary, the 
Catfish Farmers of Arkansas will host 
the 2025 annual convention for the Cat-
fish Farmers of America. By bringing 
in catfish producers from across the re-
gion, this event will honor both the 
present and past leadership of the Cat-
fish Farmers of Arkansas for its efforts 
in elevating catfish production to con-
sistently meet consumer demands for 
quality and availability. 

Congratulations to the Catfish Farm-
ers of Arkansas on 50 successful years. 
I applaud the organization’s continued 
support for catfish producers and look 
forward to working together further to 
advocate for the industry and our 
farmers.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING JONES DAIRY 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as chair 
of the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship, each 
week I recognize an outstanding Iowa 
small business that exemplifies the 
American entrepreneurial spirit. This 
week, it is my privilege to recognize 
Jones Dairy of Milford, IA, as the Sen-
ate Small Business of the Week. 

In 1903, Minor Jones and his wife 
Emma opened Jones Dairy when they 
rented 160 acres of farmland in Milford, 
IA. The family raised a variety of crops 
and livestock, ranging from cattle and 
pigs to corn and soybeans. In 1934, the 
couple purchased the land where Jones 
Dairy Farm remains today. Upon re-
turning home from World War II, their 
son James became the second-genera-
tion owner of the Jones family farm. 
James and his wife raised their five 
children on the farm and began special-
izing in dairy cattle. Their youngest 
son Patrick developed a strong interest 
in dairy farming and, specifically, Jer-
sey cows. Patrick and James worked 
together to expand the business while 
modernizing dairy production on the 
farm. In 1982, Patrick and his wife 
Nancy purchased Jones Dairy, becom-
ing the third-generation owners. The 
couple raised their eight children on 
the farm and oversaw an expansion to 
1,500 cows and over 1,200 acres of farm-
land. 

Today, two of Patrick and Nancy’s 
children Aaron and Nathan manage the 
dairy operations full time. Jones Dairy 
continues to be a beloved gathering 
place for the family, including Patrick 
and Nancy’s 14 grandchildren. 

Jones Dairy has grown to employ 20 
northwest Iowa community members 
and boasts a sophisticated operation, 
milking 1,800 cows three times a day 
using a 64-stall DeLaval rotary parlor 
that was added in their 2023 expansion. 
The Grade A milk is then transported 
by a semi-tanker to where it is made 
into cheese and sent out across the 
Midwest. Over 12,000 gallons of milk 
are produced each day, and Jones Dairy 
sells nearly 4.3 million gallons of milk 
annually. Jones Dairy also grows cover 
crops, such as winter rye, for soil 
health and forage feed for the cows. 

Beyond the milk production, the 
farm offers daily tours for visitors to 
have the chance to milk cows, bottle- 
feed newborn calves, and enjoy a pet-
ting zoo. In 2015, Jones Dairy was 
awarded the Iowa Venture Award by 
the Iowa Area Development Group. Ad-
ditionally, during their 2023 expansion 
project, the farm not only sought to 
prioritize cow comfort and efficiency, 
but also hospitality. State-of-the-art 
viewing windows and programming 
space enable Jones Dairy to fulfill its 
mission to educate guests about the 
important connection between farms 
and food. The family farm remains an 
active part of the community by 
hosting local school districts for 
immersive field trips and 4–H-spon-
sored events, with over 500 school-
children visiting annually. Later this 
year, Jones Dairy looks forward to 
celebrating 122 years in Iowa. 

It is clear that the family-owned and 
operated Jones Dairy’s commitment to 
family while supporting Iowa’s dairy 
industry. I want to congratulate the 
Jones family, as well as the entire 
team at Jones Dairy, for their contin-
ued dedication to family farming and 
educating the next generation of 
Iowans. I look forward to seeing their 
continued success in Iowa.∑ 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–112. A communication from the Attor-
ney Advisor, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Revisions to Civil Penalty 
Amounts, 2025’’ (RIN2105–AF16) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
January 15, 2025; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–113. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Class E Airspace; Ottumwa, IA’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2024–2293)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on January 15, 2025; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–114. A communication from the Acting 
Chief of Staff, Enforcement Bureau, Federal 
Communications Commission, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘In the Matter of Amendment of Section 

1.80(b) of the Commission’s Rules Adjust-
ment of Civil Monetary Penalties to Reflect 
Inflation’’ (DA Docket No. 25–5) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
January 15, 2025; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–115. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Marine 
Equipment on Board Vessels and Offshore 
Units or Facilities’’ ((RIN1625–AC76) (Docket 
No. USCG–2020–0519)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on January 15, 
2025; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–116. A communication from the Legal 
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Mariner 
Credentialing Program Transformation’’ 
((RIN1625–AC86) (Docket No. USCG–2021– 
0834)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on January 15, 2025; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–117. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion, and Energy Efficiency, Department of 
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Update and Reloca-
tion of the Department of Energy Tech-
nology Investment Agreement Regulations’’ 
(RIN1991–AC19) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on January 15, 2025; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–118. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion, and Energy Efficiency, Department of 
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Inflation Adjust-
ment of Civil Monetary Penalties’’ received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on January 15, 2025; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

EC–119. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion, and Energy Efficiency, Department of 
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Privacy Act of 1974: 
Implementation of Exemptions’’ (RIN1903– 
AA16) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on January 15, 2025; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–120. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion, and Energy Efficiency, Department of 
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Energy Conserva-
tion Program: Test Procedure for Central 
Air Conditioners and Heat Pumps’’ (RIN1904– 
AF19) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on January 15, 2025; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–121. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the 2024 Federal Programs and 
Services Agreement between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and 
the Government of the Republic of Palau 
(2024 Palau FPSA); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

EC–122. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Reference Measure-
ment Principle and Calibration Procedure 
for the Measurement of Ozone in the Atmos-
phere (Chemiluminescence Method); Correc-
tion’’ ((RIN2060–AV63) (FRL No. 9344.1–01– 
OAR)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on January 15, 2025; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 
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