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I am going to be very interested to 

see how our Democratic colleagues 
react to some of these sensible spend-
ing cuts or rescissions. So far, what 
they have done is they have been in 
complete opposition to anything and 
everything that the Trump administra-
tion has proposed, including the De-
partment of Government Efficiency. 

I don’t think it helps their credibility 
when some of the most egregious ex-
penditures and waste of taxpayer 
money are pointed out, and they com-
plain about the person who is identi-
fying it and made it possible maybe to 
save that money or to return it to the 
taxpayers from whom it came in the 
first place. 

As officials at the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget consider their options 
moving forward, I hope they know that 
I will be a willing and eager partner in 
their efforts. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Massachusetts. 
f 

NOMINATION OF FRANK 
BISIGNANO 

Ms. WARREN. Madam President, 
Donald Trump and Elon Musk are tak-
ing a chain saw to Social Security. 

For nearly a century, Social Security 
has been there for tens of millions of 
Americans. But now, Trump and Musk 
are threatening to tear all of that 
down. They are firing staff. They are 
plotting to close down offices. They are 
making it harder for people to get help 
over the telephone. 

Trump’s pick to head up Social Secu-
rity, Frank Bisignano, will 
rubberstamp Trump and Musk’s attack 
on Social Security. He will let them 
keep slashing services. He will let them 
keep threatening benefits. That is 
going to hurt people everywhere, from 
seniors who count on their monthly 
checks right now to the parents of kids 
with disabilities supported by Social 
Security, to every American who is 
paying into the program now for re-
sults later on down the line. 

Social Security, by the way, is more 
than just a retirement program. It is 
insurance. If you are 30 years old today 
and you get in an accident and become 
disabled, Social Security has you cov-
ered. If you have a child and something 
happens to you, that kid will get Social 
Security benefits. 

Donald Trump and Elon Musk want 
to rip that protection away. Two peo-
ple who don’t have the slightest clue 
how much Social Security means to 
families are now threatening Ameri-
cans’ benefits in order to pay for giant 
tax cuts for billionaires, and since 
those two cannot begin to imagine 
what it means for working people, let’s 
tell them what Social Security does. 

A few weeks ago, I posted a video ex-
plaining what Trump and Musk were 
doing to Social Security, and I asked 
people: Just tell your stories. And the 
stories came flooding in, and here are 
just a few: 

I’m on Social Security disability—it’s 
about 95 percent of my total income. Every 
month since Trump took office this year, 
I’ve worried about whether or not my [Social 
Security] payment will come as usual. 

Yes, there are millions of people out 
there who are worried about getting 
their Social Security payments on 
time because Trump and Musk are out 
there with that famous chain saw, 
doing what they can to make it harder 
for people to get the benefits that they 
have earned. 

Or here is another: 
I’ve had Medicare medication coverage for 

around 20 years, and all of [a] sudden, with 
Musk’s appearance, I’ve had to fight to keep 
it. 

Here is someone who has a legal 
right—a benefit—and now, thanks to 
Elon Musk, has to be in the fight in 
order to keep what this person is enti-
tled to. 

Or another: 
I’ve been getting my Social Security check 

with zero problems for 15 years. Last night, 
I was so worried about me not getting a 
check [that] I stayed up to the early morn-
ing hours, to make sure it was in my ac-
count. Thanks to Trump and Musk, I worry 
if I will be able to pay my rent every month. 
Since Trump has been in office, it’s been ex-
tremely stressful. 

Yes, that is the stress people are feel-
ing about whether or not they will 
have access to the money that they in-
vested year after year when they were 
working, the money that they earned— 
their Social Security benefits. 

Or another: 
We have a son born with Down syndrome 

and we are now retired, depending on our So-
cial Security for the three of us—for food, 
utilities, clothing, medical services, things 
that we worked [for] all our lives, only to 
have billionaires come in and take what lit-
tle we have to live on away. 

Yes, the billionaires may not care 
about Social Security, but here is 
someone who depends on it every day. 

Or another: 
I’m about to turn 65 and have had a night-

mare of a time trying to even talk to a real 
human being at the Social Security office. 
It’s been just a series of dead ends and mis-
takes piled atop confusion. 

And, boy, there is the heart of it. 
Donald Trump and Elon Musk can’t le-
gally cut Social Security benefits, but 
what Trump and Musk are now doing is 
cutting access to being able to get your 
Social Security benefits started, which 
has a very similar effect for people who 
don’t get what they earned all their 
lives. 

Or here is another: 
I had cancer at 52 years old—stage 4 uter-

ine cancer. I spent more than a year fighting 
cancer. I am currently 66 years old and fight-
ing the chronic pain from the chemicals they 
used to treat the cancer. I rely on my Social 
Security to survive. What am I going to do? 

This is what is happening in America 
now because Donald Trump and Elon 
Musk are taking a chain saw to Social 
Security. 

Or another: 
I’m 71 years old and work part time as a 

data technician in dementia research, so my 
[Social Security benefits] supplement my in-

come. I’m anxious that eventually I, too, 
will have my Social Security check delayed 
or stopped altogether. 

Or another: 
We all need Social Security to survive, as 

a nation. I myself have been having it drawn 
out of my paychecks for over 40 years but 
haven’t retired yet and will need it shortly. 
My only hope is that it is still there when I 
need it. We earned that right to collect this 
money and [will] not let a bunch of billion-
aires take it from us. 

Amen. 
I have worked since I was 16 years old and 

now I’m 71 but I still work part-time. It goes 
without saying that I need my [Social Secu-
rity] benefits to survive and since Trump and 
Musk took over I don’t know from one 
month to the next what might happen. So 
scary now! 

This is what Donald Trump and Elon 
Musk are doing to people who are 
counting on Social Security. 

Or another: 
I only get $25,000 yearly from Social Secu-

rity, and it constitutes more than half of my 
income. I have a small pension from the 
company where I worked for 40 years. If I 
lose my Social Security, I’ll have to support 
myself and my sister (who cannot work) . . . 
I don’t have much in savings due to con-
tinuing medical expenses over the years. 
[We] need my Social Security to survive. 

I will say that again. 
[We] need my Social Security to survive. 

Or another: 
I’m a [Social Security] employee and I just 

want to say thank you for standing up for 
the programs SSA runs and the beneficiaries. 
It is true it’s been becoming harder for peo-
ple to access their benefits but also for other 
services such as getting their Social Secu-
rity card replaced. There [are] some days 
where people are waiting for 8 hours just to 
talk to a customer service representative or 
they don’t even get the call back and have to 
call again the next day to have an issue re-
solved—that’s if they have the time [to call] 
the next day. 

That is testimony from the 
frontlines, from one who works at the 
Social Security Administration—lines 
that are 8 hours long. 

Or another: 
I went to a [Social Security] office yester-

day because I need[ed] to change my direct 
deposit for my monthly benefits. The doors 
were locked . . . All the booths were shut-
tered. Sign on the door said ‘‘by appointment 
only’’ and there was a number to call, which 
I did. The automated system put me on hold, 
and the recording said 15-minute wait, and 
after time passed, the recording said I would 
be helped as soon as possible, then said they 
were receiving higher than normal call vol-
umes . . . After several rings, the recording 
said . . . leave [a] message (which I did) and 
someone will return your call, but that 
hasn’t happened yet. As I sat outside that of-
fice, another person walked up and said he 
heard that we have to go into the office in 
person to show our ID or lose our benefits— 
then realized the door was locked . . . Now I 
am very concerned that I might not get my 
benefits in the future. 

So, Donald Trump and Elon Musk, 
that is what your attack on Social Se-
curity means for Americans: more 
problems and fewer people to fix them; 
hours on the phone or hours waiting in 
line at an office, trying to get help—all 
to get the benefits that people have 
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paid into their entire working lives. 
That is money they have earned and 
money they are owed. 

Frank Bisignano has made clear he 
will not stop the chaos. He will not 
stop the harm. That is wrong. On be-
half of every single American who 
counts on Social Security, I am voting 
no on this appointment, and I encour-
age all of my colleagues—Democrat 
and Republican—to do the same. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 
f 

FACT ACT 
Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, 

last week, my bill, the Foreign Adver-
sary Communications Transparency 
Act, or the FACT Act, cleared the 
Commerce Committee unanimously. 
Now it will come before us here on the 
Senate floor for a vote. 

I stand before you today because the 
threat our foreign adversaries pose is 
not a distant concern. It is real; it is 
relentless; and it is constantly evolv-
ing. We cannot afford to wait and deal 
with the consequences. The cost of in-
action is too great. 

Congress must anticipate the 
threats, and we must work together to 
curb the malign influence of foreign 
adversaries like communist China, 
Russia, Iran, and North Korea. For too 
long now, we have allowed foreign ad-
versarial governments to secure a si-
lent foothold in our telecommuni-
cations infrastructure. 

Take, for example, Huawei. Huawei, a 
Chinese-owned telecommunications 
giant, is one of the leading producers of 
cell phone network equipment. This 
equipment spans across our country 
and finds its home in most of our cel-
lular devices. Over a decade ago, our 
intelligence Agencies began noticing a 
peculiar pattern of Huawei equipment 
on cell towers across my home State of 
Nebraska as well as nearby Colorado 
and Montana. That Chinese gear was 
clustered near sensitive military as-
sets, including Nebraska’s Offutt Air 
Force Base and our nuclear missile 
silos. 

Then, just 4 years ago, U.S. intel-
ligence officials sounded the alarm. 
Their investigations found that Huawei 
could secretly access mobile phone net-
works around the world through 
backdoors, unbeknownst to carriers. 
And perhaps even more concerning, 
Huawei has had this capability for 
more than a decade. 

And Huawei’s ownership is 
bankrolled by billions of dollars from 
the Chinese Government. What govern-
ment freely hands over that kind of 
money without expecting something in 
return? Despite being based in China 
and having deep connections to the 
Chinese Communist Party, as con-
firmed by U.S. intelligence commu-
nities, the company continues to refuse 
to acknowledge the Chinese Govern-
ment’s influence. 

However, in 2020, under President 
Trump’s administration, the Federal 

Communications Commission des-
ignated Huawei as a national security 
threat, and it banned the sale of its 
telecommunications equipment here in 
our country. This past December, Con-
gress also secured the remaining fund-
ing to enable smaller rural commu-
nications companies to rip that risky 
Chinese-made equipment out of their 
networks. 

In 2022, the Justice Department 
charged two Chinese intelligence offi-
cers with an unsettling crime: attempt-
ing to obstruct a Federal investigation 
into Huawei by stealing sensitive case 
material from a U.S. District Attor-
ney’s Office. 

Colleagues, I pose to you this ques-
tion: Why would the Chinese Govern-
ment go to such lengths to interfere in 
a case involving a so-called private 
company in which they have no stake? 

Well, they wouldn’t. 
While recent actions to curtail 

Huawei equipment and those from 
other high-risk Chinese firms are steps 
in the right direction, they don’t go far 
enough. We must have far greater 
transparency about which companies 
holding Federal communication li-
censes and authorizations also have in-
fluential ties to foreign adversarial 
governments, and we must look deeper 
at who has this access and how many 
more companies like Huawei are out 
there. 

Companies like Huawei must be 
stopped. We can no longer permit au-
thoritarian regimes like China to infil-
trate our networks and lurk in the 
shadows, waiting for the opportune mo-
ment to strike. It is not enough to 
brace ourselves for the aftermath of 
disaster. We must root out the threat 
before it has time to fester. 

The reality is this: Our foreign adver-
saries have stakes in numerous compa-
nies operating freely and legally within 
the United States. Yet, in many cases, 
the public remains unaware which 
companies are owned, wholly or par-
tially, by these adversaries. 

That is why, today, I call upon the 
Senate to pass my FACT Act, which 
takes a much needed step to strength-
en our visibility into our telecommuni-
cations market to weed out that access 
that we have seen from these malicious 
adversaries because the first step—the 
first step—in defending our national se-
curity is understanding the threat. 

My bill directs the Federal Commu-
nications Commission to publicly iden-
tify these companies, the ones that 
have that FCC license or authorization, 
that are owned by foreign adversarial 
governments. Under the FACT Act, 
companies with foreign ties will no 
longer be able to operate in secrecy, 
and they will no longer be able to con-
ceal their financial backers or obscure 
their true loyalties. 

Huawei should serve as a warning. 
China is on the offensive to undermine 
the security of America’s communica-
tions. An attack on our networks is a 
direct attack on the United States, and 
it is not one that we should tolerate. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL PRO-
TECTION AGENCY RELATING TO 
‘‘NATIONAL EMISSION STAND-
ARDS FOR HAZARDOUS AIR POL-
LUTANTS: RUBBER TIRE MANU-
FACTURING’’—Motion to Proceed 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
understand the Senate has received 
H.J. Res. 61 from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to H.J. Res. 61. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the joint resolution 
by title. 

The senior assistant executive clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to H.J. Res. 61, a joint 
resolution providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency relating to 
‘‘National Emission Standards for Hazardous 
Air Pollutants: Rubber Tire Manufacturing’’. 

VOTE ON MOTION 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

Is there a sufficient second? 
There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Sen-
ator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), the 
Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH), and 
the Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
FETTERMAN) and the Senator from 
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) are nec-
essarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 51, 
nays 43, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 231 Leg.] 

YEAS—51 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Curtis 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 

Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moran 
Moreno 
Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
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