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In fact, if you went to Archie 

Chaisson’s parish, I can tell you, those 
folks would tell you they are against 
government waste. They would also 
tell you that this is not waste. This is 
something which will save their homes, 
save lives, and save communities. 

Now, we can ask ourselves if FEMA 
were to move forward with the plan to 
cut BRIC, what would be the alter-
native? Flooding costs up to almost 
$500 billion in damage every year 
throughout the United States, not just 
Louisiana. Again, $500 billion in dam-
age that we have to pay after the fact 
versus investing a few million now to 
prevent. 

Now, the darker the color, the more 
the recent flooding. So you can say, al-
though I have been speaking about 
Louisiana, you can see that, across our 
Nation, floods have been destroying 
homes and neighborhoods; downing 
power lines; harming businesses; in 
some cases, taking lives. 

Just since the start of 2025, at least 
eight Americans in these four States in 
dark red have died as a result of storms 
hitting their communities. In the last 3 
months, 37 States have experienced 
flooding. 

These are the States that are in red. 
It goes all the way from Maine to Min-
nesota, to Michigan, to Montana—you 
don’t think of Montana being a flood 
State—Idaho. All of these States in red 
have had flooding in the last 3 months. 

And you see, it is not just the coast-
line in which there is a coastal surge 
like Louisiana or Florida. It is also 
what is called riverine. ‘‘Riverine’’ 
meaning you have a valley, a river 
down the middle, the river rises, and 
people on the lower part of that val-
ley—I think that would be the situa-
tion in Kentucky—are going to flood. 

These are all places that could ben-
efit from a resiliency program, from a 
BRIC Program. We know it works. We 
know it saves money. 

And just to bring this home to my 
State, this is Livingston Parish, LA, 
just after the great flood of 2016. Look 
at that. These are homes in areas that 
had never flooded before. And in some 
incredible, once-in-500-years flood 
event, they were all flooded. Living-
ston Parish, 2016—we call it the Great 
Flood. It affected not just this parish 
but all those in what we call the cap-
ital region—Tangipahoa Parish, going 
up to Monroe, LA—it was almost a 
statewide event. 

Now, if we built resiliency, this 
doesn’t happen. If you look at this, can 
you image the Federal response? 

They were so honored then-Presi-
dential candidate Donald Trump came 
down and spent time in Livingston 
Parish after this flood to call attention 
to it because he felt as if President 
Obama was not paying attention. 
President Trump came with Vice Presi-
dent nominee Pence, spent time there, 
brought hope to the people, and that is 
when, in 2018—I am sure part of his mo-
tivation was to sign into law what has 
ultimately become the BRIC Program. 

These people testify with their flood-
ing how lives are changed when you 
don’t have resiliency. 

I just want to say one more thing be-
cause I would talk to these people. I 
am privileged to represent them. Each 
of these homes has a story. There was 
a wedding dress that a mother had, 
saving for her daughter, that was ru-
ined in a flood. There were wedding pic-
tures from a grandparent, parents, and 
daughters—multigeneration—and an 
album to save for generations totally 
lost in a flood. There were, in this 
flood, neighbors who went out and died, 
not recognizing the place they were 
stepping wasn’t the side of a road but 
rather a ditch, and they went down, got 
swept away in this flood. I can go 
through each house and imagine a 
story that could have been prevented if 
there had been resiliency built into 
this community before this flood. 

The purpose of the BRIC grants is to 
build that resiliency so that we don’t 
have stories to tell which are tragic or 
sad but rather stories where people 
continue on with their life as if—well, 
as if the flood never occurred. 

Local leaders advocating imple-
menting using these dollars are advo-
cating for the people they represent. So 
am I. Right now, representing those 
people calls for me to ask that any ef-
fort to stop BRIC grant funding is halt-
ed, that the will of Congress, that the 
law that Congress passed, that the 
funding Congress put into the program, 
that be honored—by law, it should be 
honored—and that the money which is 
out there stays there and the applica-
tions which have been placed be ac-
cepted, processed, and fulfilled. 

If rules need to be changed because 
the Biden administration did things 
which are silly to have done, then 
change those rules. But to end a pro-
gram—to end a program—which has 
the ability to prevent this sort of dis-
aster, not just in my State but across 
the Nation, we should not end that pro-
gram. To do so is to inflict harm both 
upon the rule of law and upon these 
communities. 

Let’s keep BRIC in place. 
I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 30TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ATTACK ON 
THE ALFRED P. MURRAH FED-
ERAL BUILDING 
Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
174, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 174) commemorating 

the 30th anniversary of the attack on the Al-
fred P. Murrah Federal Building. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 174) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, 
April 19 is coming very soon, and the 
country will pause. I am grateful that 
the Senate has passed now a resolution 
from this body that all 100 Members 
have stated together that we as a na-
tion will pause and remember April 19, 
1995, and as a nation this April 19, we 
will remind the Nation again, we have 
not forgotten the loss that was there in 
that Federal building in Oklahoma 
City. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 80. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of David Perdue, of Georgia, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the People’s Republic of 
China. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
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under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 80, David 
Perdue, of Georgia, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the People’s Re-
public of China. 

John Thune, Jim Justice, Ted Cruz, Ber-
nie Moreno, Jon A. Husted, Steve 
Daines, Josh Hawley, Marsha Black-
burn, John R. Curtis, Tommy 
Tuberville, Tim Sheehy, Pete Ricketts, 
Joni Ernst, James E. Risch, Mike 
Rounds, Tim Scott of South Carolina, 
Eric Schmitt. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 77. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Warren Stephens, of Arkan-
sas, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ire-
land. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 77, Warren 
Stephens, of Arkansas, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire-
land. 

John Thune, Jim Justice, Ted Cruz, Ber-
nie Moreno, Jon A. Husted, Steve 
Daines, John R. Curtis, Tommy 
Tuberville, Tim Sheehy, Pete Ricketts, 
Joni Ernst, James E. Risch, Mike 
Rounds, Tim Scott of South Carolina, 
Eric Schmitt, Katie Boyd Britt, John 
Barrasso. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 78. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Thomas Barrack, of Colorado, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Turkey. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 78, Thomas 
Barrack, of Colorado, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Republic of 
Turkey. 

John Thune, Jim Justice, Ted Cruz, Ber-
nie Moreno, Jon A. Husted, Steve 
Daines, John R. Curtis, Tommy 
Tuberville, Tim Sheehy, Pete Ricketts, 
Joni Ernst, James E. Risch, Mike 
Rounds, Tim Scott of South Carolina, 
Eric Schmitt, Katie Boyd Britt, John 
Barrasso. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 79. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Tilman Fertitta, of Texas, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Italian Republic, and to 

serve concurrently and without addi-
tional compensation as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the 
Republic of San Marino. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 79, Tilman 
Fertitta, of Texas, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Italian Re-
public, and to serve concurrently and with-
out additional compensation as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Republic of 
San Marino. 

John Thune, Jim Justice, Ted Cruz, Ber-
nie Moreno, Jon A. Husted, Steve 
Daines, John R. Curtis, Tommy 
Tuberville, Tim Sheehy, Pete Ricketts, 
Joni Ernst, James E. Risch, Mike 
Rounds, Tim Scott of South Carolina, 
Eric Schmitt, Katie Boyd Britt, John 
Barrasso. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING RABBI MENACHEM 
M. SCHNEERSON 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the life and leadership of 
Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, 
known as ‘‘the Rebbe,’’ the head of the 
Chabad-Lubavitch movement. 

For almost half a century, every U.S. 
President has proclaimed the Rebbe’s 
birthday as Education and Sharing Day 
in recognition of his unwavering com-
mitment to improving education for all 
people. 

Throughout his decades of dedicated 
service and leadership, the Rebbe em-
phasized that education must go be-
yond the transfer of knowledge. It 
must instill the values essential for 
living a meaningful life, nurturing 
moral character, and contributing to 
the betterment of both individuals and 
society as a whole. 

The Rebbe held a deep appreciation 
for America’s unique role as the 
world’s superpower, and he maintained 
meaningful relationships with many 
national leaders, who saw him as a 
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