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motto is ‘‘kill, rape, control.’’ As I 
said, they are one of the largest and 
most dangerous street gangs in the 
United States. Many of their leaders 
are currently in prison in El Salvador 
for crimes like murder, kidnapping, 
and extortion. 

However, some on that side of the 
aisle or in the mainstream media have 
actually gone so far as to describe MS– 
13 as Boy Scouts in comparison with 
the destruction and devastation that 
has happened at the hands of Tren de 
Aragua, a Venezuelan gang known for 
human trafficking, kidnapping, and 
drug trafficking. This particular Ven-
ezuelan gang has been particularly ag-
gressive in my home State of Texas, 
where the Department of Public Safety 
arrested more than 40 of the gang’s sus-
pected members just last week. In New 
York, Tren de Aragua has been recruit-
ing gang members from New York mi-
grant shelters, increasing cell phone 
robbery activities, and trafficking sto-
len phones back to their headquarters 
in South America. 

But the reason this gang became the 
topic at dinner tables across America 
was that they were responsible for the 
murders of both Laken Riley and a fel-
low Texan, Jocelyn Nungaray. I can’t 
imagine anyone would be anything ex-
cept relieved that the Trump adminis-
tration has prioritized the removal of 
these gang members from our country. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity and the Department of Justice 
have shown an ability and a commit-
ment to lock up these dangerous inter-
national terrorists at breakneck speed. 
As part of this initiative, a recently 
created task force in Virginia—just 
across the river—arrested 247 individ-
uals in 2 weeks. So this is not just a 
phenomenon in border States like 
mine. These people are embedded 
around the country—literally, in every 
State. 

Among these arrests in Virginia was 
Henrry Josue Villatoro Santos, one of 
MS–13’s top gang leaders, who was 
charged, in this instance, with illegal 
gun possession. 

Another MS–13 leader, Joel Vargas- 
Escobar, was arrested in New York just 
last week. This particularly dangerous 
criminal was most recently arrested 
for his alleged involvement with 11— 
11—murders, but this was not his first 
run-in with the law. He was previously 
arrested and deported back in 2018, but 
due to the Biden administration’s open 
border policies, he was able to illegally 
enter the country again. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity recently announced that, in less 
than a week, ICE has arrested 68 gang 
members of the Venezuelan gang that I 
mentioned a moment ago. 

With Secretary Noem and Attorney 
General Bondi at the helm, I think we 
can all sleep more easily knowing that 
law enforcement is finally able to do 
their job, which is to enforce the law— 
something the Biden administration 
seemed positively allergic to. As a re-
sult, our homeland will be safer and 
more secure. 

The Trump administration is com-
mitted to dismantling these inter-
national criminal organizations that 
have created so much havoc and heart-
ache throughout our country. It should 
be obvious and universal that keeping 
our citizens safe is not a partisan exer-
cise. It is nothing more than common 
sense, and it is actually the responsi-
bility of government to enforce the 
laws that Congress passes. Refusing to 
arrest and lock up criminals who never 
should have been in the country in the 
first place will go down in history as 
one of the biggest mistakes the Biden 
administration and Democrats have 
ever made. The Trump administration 
is rightly correcting the terrible mis-
takes of the Biden administration. 

The American people deserve to live 
in a country where they don’t have to 
be fearful for their safety, and that is 
what they voted for last November 5. 
Parents should not have to worry 
about their children never being seen 
or heard from again simply because 
they go for a jog like Laken Riley did. 
Far too many innocent people have 
lost their lives because of the Biden ad-
ministration’s open border policies and 
failure to keep criminals and gangs 
out. It is incomprehensible to me that 
the President of the United States re-
fused to enforce the laws, and it has re-
sulted in so much pain and misery and 
heartache among so many people in 
this country. 

The Trump administration’s, by con-
trast, arrests and deportations of 
criminal migrants here is part of the 
solution, not part of the problem. 

I am confident the American people 
know nonsense when they hear it, even 
when it is broadcast over mainstream 
media, and the fearmongering that we 
hear on the left about the Trump ad-
ministration’s efforts to keep all 
Americans safe are nothing more than 
that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business for up to 10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

TARIFFS 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, when 

it comes to new tax breaks for billion-
aires, Republicans are going to work 
around the clock and stay through the 
night. But when it comes to stopping 
Trump’s trade war for good, when it 
comes to stopping a tax increase aimed 
squarely at working families, when it 
comes to stopping the complete uncer-
tainty that is chipping away at con-
fidence in our economy, most Repub-
licans can’t be bothered, never mind 
that Trump is now pushing us into a 
recession and sending the markets 
whipsawing back and forth every time 
he tweets. 

Trump may be retreating now from 
some of his most outlandish tariffs, but 
make no mistake, his trade war is far 
from over. First of all, he is still taxing 
goods from every country, across the 

board, at 10 percent, at least. That 
means higher prices and serious pain 
for families and small businesses 
across our country; not to mention, he 
is only escalating his boneheaded trade 
war with China with 145 percent tariffs. 

There is no question we are in fierce 
competition with China. I chaired a 
committee hearing focused on this. We 
need to be competing to win. But that 
is not what Trump is doing. 

Do my Republican colleagues under-
stand it is not setting America up for 
success to launch an all-out trade war 
with the second largest economy in the 
world on a whim? 

While people might be temporarily 
relieved by this so-called pause on the 
even higher tariffs, the fact of the mat-
ter is that Trump is only delaying 
them. The threat of even larger taxes, 
which American families simply can-
not afford, is still like a timebomb, set 
to blow up our economy in 90 days. If 
Congress does not defuse that economic 
bomb, there is a real threat that it will 
blow up balance sheets for small busi-
nesses and farms, college savings ac-
counts for our students, and your re-
tirement savings, along with a lot 
more. 

I have to emphasize the uncertainty 
and the constant, by-the-hour reversal 
of Federal policy. That alone is already 
causing massive harm. 

How on Earth are you supposed to 
build your business if your costs sky-
rocket on a tweet? 

How are you supposed to plan for re-
tirement when the President is sending 
your 401(k) on a roller-coaster ride 
every time he is in a bad mood? 

How are we ever going to rebuild 
trust—trust—with our trading partners 
across the world when the message the 
United States is sending right now is 
that our trade relationships are built 
on sand, and there is no logic to the 
tariffs the United States will impose? 

How are they supposed to feel good 
about negotiating with a country 
where one man can totally burn down 
the economy and Congress will not lift 
a finger to stop him? 

Instead of building stronger trade 
agreements, Trump is pushing our 
partners away and pushing them to-
ward striking deals with China and our 
other adversaries. 

Mark my words, this chaotic chapter 
is not over, as much as Republicans 
want to pretend otherwise. I have been 
hearing from small businesses that are 
in an absolute panic because of 
Trump’s tariff threats. 

Car dealerships are seeing sales 
plummet because Trump is sending 
prices higher. Restaurants are trying 
to stock up on any goods they can be-
cause their ingredients are about to get 
more expensive. Our growers are brac-
ing for rising operating costs and retal-
iatory tariffs, and that will drive up 
prices at our grocery stores. 

Ten percent, across-the-board tariffs 
are still bad enough to ruin families’ fi-
nances. 

While Republicans are showing with 
their own actions that they couldn’t 
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care more about shuffling trillions— 
and, yes, that is ‘‘t,’’ trillions—at bil-
lionaires, Trump has said, in his own 
words—in his words—that he ‘‘couldn’t 
care less’’ about the pain his tariffs are 
already causing for Americans. 

I am not kidding. He actually said 
that about automobile tariffs. 

This is what happens when you only 
have billionaires in charge because, of 
course, Trump doesn’t care if the car 
prices go up by a couple thousand dol-
lars. Of course, Elon Musk doesn’t care 
if your groceries are getting more ex-
pensive—at the same time Republicans 
are cutting nutrition programs, by the 
way. Of course, the richest people in 
the world don’t care if your nest egg is 
crushed or your small business shut-
ters or your house gets foreclosed on or 
your kid can’t go to college. Billion-
aires are going to be fine. After all, 
they are still getting a tax cut. 

But I wasn’t sent here to fight for 
billionaires. Actually, none of us were. 
We are here to fight for families back 
home, and they are already starting to 
get crushed by Trump’s tariffs. And 
they are bracing for impact if Trump 
doubles down in 90 days. Or who knows, 
maybe Trump changes his mind again 
tomorrow. It is anyone’s guess at this 
point, which is, by the way, the prob-
lem here. 

Another thing, if this is about Amer-
ican manufacturing, tell us: Why are 
plants and new investments being can-
celed? Why has Trump been freezing 
and outright canceling grants that we 
passed to support chips manufacturing 
or clean energy, and more, killing 
American jobs? 

Let’s keep in mind, these tariffs af-
fect building and construction too. 
Trump is actually making it more ex-
pensive to build those factories in 
America. 

And don’t forget, President Trump is 
still promising more tariffs. He said 
this week—this week—he wants to put 
tariffs on medicine. 

I have got to tell you, one thing I 
have never heard—not in a single meet-
ing, not once in my entire career as a 
Senator—is someone saying: Gee, I 
really wish my prescriptions were more 
expensive. 

Drug costs are out of control. Fami-
lies are already skipping meals or ra-
tioning doses. There are real stakes 
here, there is real damage already hap-
pening in this country because of 
Trump’s new taxes and this ongoing 
chaos. We here cannot ignore this 
harm, especially when the threat is 
still there. 

When you are putting out a fire, you 
don’t say: Oh, great, it is smaller; I am 
done. You keep going until the fire is 
put out. 

This fire—this fire—is still raging, 
and if we don’t act here, folks back 
home are the ones who are going to get 
burned. And before too long, in 90 days, 
we could see even more price increases 
come roaring back, because, let’s be 
real, Trump has no exit strategy. That 
much is already painfully clear. 

It was clear when he announced tar-
iffs that were calculated using ridicu-
lous math. It was clear when he repeat-
edly doubled down on these threats 
against our allies. And it was clearer 
than ever when he backtracked on the 
most absurd tax hikes. 

This does not have the hallmarks of 
a grand strategy, and it is all the more 
reason why Congress—us—needs to step 
in and put this mess to an end. 

Trump’s trade war is all pain and no 
plan. We could be passing legislation 
right here to reject this chaos. 

Here is what everyone—my col-
leagues, my constituents, the markets 
around the world—all need to under-
stand: This chaos will not be over for 
good unless we here in Congress vote to 
end it, because whatever Trump tweets 
today, he can reverse tomorrow. What-
ever deal he may strike one minute, he 
may rip up the next. We know this 
about him. He proves it at every oppor-
tunity. 

We here in Congress, we are the off- 
ramp if Republicans decide to be. We 
are the check on Presidential power. 
We are the kill switch for Trump’s 
trade war. 

And, by the way, we are about to be 
out of town for 2 weeks. I cannot un-
derstand why any Republican would 
want to leave this business unfinished, 
want to leave this economic timebomb 
ticking, want to hand over our con-
stitutionally granted power to impose 
tariffs. 

But I can tell you, for the next 2 
weeks, I am going to be going across 
my home State of Washington raising 
this alarm. I am going to be meeting 
with families, small businesses—people 
who are paying the cost of Trump’s 
new tax increase and who are going to 
see their world turned upside down if 
we do not take action to stop this from 
getting worse. 

And when we get back here in 2 
weeks, you can bet your bottom dollar, 
I will lift those stories up as high as I 
can. I will call for action as loud as I 
can. I am going to keep a bright and 
burning spotlight on all of the chaos 
Trump has caused, and I will keep the 
pressure on all of our colleagues. I will 
not let Republicans off the hook on 
this. 

We can put an end to this. The costs 
are just going to be adding up. The car-
nage is going to continue to pile high-
er. 

How long do you want to wait? My 
vote—not one more second. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Alaska. 
TARIFFS 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
yesterday was a day that really cap-

tured the attention of the world. We 
have all been talking about tariffs for a 
little bit, but yesterday was the day 
that really brought the focus to what 
was going on here in the United States. 

At 12:01 in the morning on Wednes-
day, President Trump’s tariffs on the 
countries with which the United States 
has had the largest trade deficits went 
into effect, on top of the 10-percent tar-
iff rates that had previously applied to 
all countries, which had been initiated 
on Saturday, April 5. 

And then just hours later yesterday 
afternoon, the President announced a 
90-day pause on lowering reciprocal 
tariffs to then 10 percent—at the same 
time announced that he was raising 
tariffs on China to 125 percent. Now 
today, it looks like that number is 
closer to 145 percent. To say this has 
been a dizzying week in Washington, 
DC, is probably an understatement. 

Those of us who are following the 
markets, it has been somewhat 
headspinning. I am not going to com-
ment here on the floor today about the 
negotiating tactics of President 
Trump. I think he is legendary and 
really world-renowned for his skills at 
that—his skills in bringing nations to 
the table. 

We are seeing some of this play out 
literally as we speak; other countries 
that have approached the administra-
tion to have discussions about tariffs. 

This is a unique kind of leverage, 
most certainly keeping those across 
the table off-balance. But bringing the 
world, potentially, to a—to the brink 
of a ruinous trade war certainly quali-
fies as a very unique point of leverage. 

The effort to try to reshore manufac-
turing here in this country is impor-
tant, it is admirable, and it is some-
thing that we all should be working to-
ward. But I think there has been gen-
eral agreement that the message from 
the administration has been decidedly 
mixed, which leads to further confusion 
among our trading partners and our al-
lies. If nobody understands where the 
finish line is, it is hard to reach it. 

I don’t want to focus my comments 
here this afternoon about these pos-
sible strategies and end results of these 
policies so much. But I want to focus 
more on the process of how these tar-
iffs were imposed because I believe—I 
believe—it is yet another example of 
Congress is choosing to cede its powers 
to the executive branch. 

If the global implications of these 
tariffs have shown us nothing else, it is 
that measures that are as important as 
the issue be considered by the 535 elect-
ed individuals that are in tune with the 
American people rather than vesting 
that with just one individual acting 
unilaterally. It is under article I sec-
tion 8 of our U.S. States Constitution 
that clearly enumerates that Congress 
‘‘shall have Power To Lay and collect 
Taxes, Duties, Imposts, and Excises.’’ 
In other words, the power to levy tar-
iffs rests with us here in Congress. 

So why—why—have we seen the Ex-
ecutive take control over tariff rates? 
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