
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2530 April 9, 2025 
are from communities that experience 
marginalization; 

Whereas, for more than 2 decades, Congress 
has supported a resolution for a National 
Day of Silence, and, for a decade, Congress 
has supported a resolution for No Name-Call-
ing Week; 

Whereas advocates have designated 2025 to 
2026 as a time for communities to support 
the Rise Up for LGBTQI+ Youth in Schools 
Initiative in support of LGBTQI+ young peo-
ple in schools by building on the goals of Na-
tional Day of (No) Silence and No Name- 
Calling Week to create a sustained call to 
action to demand equal educational opportu-
nities, basic civil rights protections, and 
freedom from erasure for all students; 

Whereas LGBTQI+ young people frequently 
experience bias-based bullying and harass-
ment, discrimination, and punitive discipline 
that increases the likelihood they will enter 
the school-to-prison pipeline; 

Whereas over 200 anti-LGBTQI+ education 
bills have been introduced each year in State 
legislatures across the United States, the 
majority of which specifically target 
transgender and nonbinary young people, in-
cluding— 

(1) in the 26 States that have enacted poli-
cies between 2021 and 2025 that prohibit 
transgender students from playing alongside 
their peers on school sports teams; and 

(2) in the 17 States that have enacted laws 
between 2021 and 2025 that prevent 
transgender students from using the school 
bathroom or locker room that corresponds 
with their gender identity; 

Whereas the GLSEN 2021 National School 
Climate Survey found that LGBTQI+ stu-
dents who experienced discrimination on the 
basis of their LGBTQI+ identity at school in 
the past year, including being prevented 
from using the restroom that aligned with 
their gender identity and being barred from 
playing on the school sports team that 
aligned with their gender identity, were 
nearly 3 times as likely to have missed 
school in the past month, had lower grade 
point averages, reported lower feelings of 
school belonging, and had higher levels of de-
pression compared to LGBTQI+ students who 
had not experienced similar discrimination; 

Whereas LGBTQI+ young people are more 
likely than their non-LGBTQI+ peers to ex-
perience mental health concerns, including 
stress, anxiety, and depression; 

Whereas nearly half of LGBTQI+ young 
people seriously considered suicide in the 
last year, a trend that increases among In-
digenous, Black, and multiracial LGBTQI+ 
young people; 

Whereas the GLSEN 2021 National School 
Climate Survey found that, among LGBTQI+ 
students who said that they were considering 
dropping out of school, 31.4 percent indicated 
that they were doing so because of the hos-
tile climate created by gendered school poli-
cies and practices; 

Whereas States have passed or attempted 
to pass legislation that erases or censors 
LGBTQI+ individuals, history, and contribu-
tions from classroom literature and cur-
ricula, including— 

(1) in the 9 States that enacted laws be-
tween 2022 and 2025 censoring instruction re-
lated to LGBTQI+ people; and 

(2) in the 8 States that enacted laws be-
tween 2021 and 2025 that treat instruction re-
lated to LGBTQI+ individuals in history, 
science, the arts, or any academic class as a 
sensitive topic that requires parental notifi-
cation and allows parents to opt their child 
out of such instruction; 

Whereas these laws harm students and 
force families to consider leaving their 
homes, as demonstrated in a Williams Insti-
tute report, which found that 56 percent of 
LGBTQI+ parents of students in the State of 

Florida considered moving out of the State, 
and 16.5 percent have taken steps to move 
out of State because of the passage of the 
Parental Rights in Education Act by the 
State in 2022; 

Whereas States have gone farther by spe-
cifically targeting transgender students and 
their families with policies that attack men-
tal health counseling and gender-affirming 
care for transgender students, including the 
introduction of at least 35 bills in 18 States 
since the beginning of the 2025 legislative 
session that prohibit or create barriers to 
the social affirmation of transgender and 
nonbinary students in schools, such as using 
the chosen name and pronouns of a student, 
regardless of the risk to the safety, health, 
and well-being of the student; 

Whereas 86 percent of transgender and non-
binary young people say that recent debates 
prompted by State legislation restricting the 
rights of transgender individuals have nega-
tively impacted their mental health; 

Whereas data provided by the Department 
of Justice shows that there were a reported 
247 anti-LGBTQ hate crimes in schools in 
2023; 

Whereas every young person must have 
equal educational opportunity and freedom 
from the fear that their basic civil and edu-
cational rights will be taken away from 
them; 

Whereas young people who develop in posi-
tive school climates, free from bullying, har-
assment, and discrimination, report greater 
physical and psychological safety, greater 
mental well-being, and improved educational 
and life outcomes; 

Whereas positive school transformation 
must recognize that safety is too low of a bar 
and that all communities deserve to be ac-
knowledged and affirmed in schools; 

Whereas students and families, educators, 
and community members in every State and 
territory are advocating for safe and inclu-
sive learning environments that affirm 
LGBTQI+ young people, particularly those 
who are transgender, nonbinary, intersex, 
Black, Indigenous, people of color, and peo-
ple with disabilities; 

Whereas affirming policies such as enumer-
ated anti-bullying protections, gender neu-
tral dress code guidelines, and inclusive 
learning practices are proven strategies to 
address hostile learning environments for all 
students; and 

Whereas we must all demand the best pos-
sible future for all young people in schools, 
particularly those who identify as LGBTQI+, 
without exception: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of the Rise 

Up for LGBTQI+ Youth in Schools Initiative 
in demanding the best possible future for all 
young people in schools, particularly those 
who identify as LGBTQI+; 

(2) recognizes the contributions of students 
and families, educators, and community 
members who participate in the National 
Day of (No) Silence, to draw attention to the 
bullying, harassment, assault, and discrimi-
nation faced by LGBTQI+ students; and 

(3) encourages each State, territory, and 
locality to support the Rise Up for LGBTQI+ 
Youth in Schools Initiative and adopt laws 
and policies that prohibit bias-based victim-
ization, exclusion, and erasure. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO OBJECT TO 
PROCEEDING 

I, Senator RON WYDEN, intend to ob-
ject to proceeding to the nomination of 
Sean Plankey, of Pennsylvania, to be 
Director of the Cybersecurity and In-
frastructure Security Agency, Depart-

ment of Homeland Security, dated 
April 9, 2025. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I 
have 14 requests for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2025, at 
10 a.m., to conduct an executive ses-
sion. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2025, at 
10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, April 9, 2025, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a business meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, April 9, 2025, at 9:45 a.m., 
to conduct a business meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, April 9, 2025, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, April 
9, 2025, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct an exec-
utive business meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, April 
9, 2025, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing on nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2025, 
at 10 a.m., to conduct a business meet-
ing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
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of the Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 
2025, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, April 
9, 2025, at 11:30 a.m., to conduct a busi-
ness meeting. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

The Committee on Aging is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2025, at 
2:30 p.m., to conduct a joint hearing 
with the House Select Committee on 
the Strategic Competition between the 
United States and the Chinese Com-
munist Party. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, April 9, 2025, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct an open nomination hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CYBERSECURITY 

The Subcommittee on Cybersecurity 
of the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 
2025, at 2:30 p.m., to receive testimony 
in closed and open sessions. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 

The Subcommittee on Personnel of 
the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 
2025, at 2:30 p.m., to receive testimony 
in open session. 

f 

APPOINTMENTS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair announces, on behalf of the 
Democratic leader, pursuant to the 
provisions of Public Law 106–398, as 
amended by Public Law 108–7, and in 

consultation with the Ranking Mem-
bers of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services and the Senate Com-
mittee on Finance, the appointment of 
the following individual to serve as a 
member of the United States-China 
Economic and Security Review Com-
mission: Livia Shmavonian of the Dis-
trict of Columbia. For a term begin-
ning on January 1, 2025 and expiring 
December 31, 2026 vice Kimberly T. 
Glas of Virginia. 

The Chair, on behalf of the Demo-
cratic Leader, pursuant to the provi-
sions of S. Res. 64, adopted March 5, 
2013, appoints the following Senators as 
members of the Senate National Secu-
rity Working Group for the 119th Con-
gress: JACK REED of Rhode Island, Ad-
ministrative Co-Chair; RICHARD J. DUR-
BIN of Illinois, Co-Chair; TAMMY 
DUCKWORTH of Illinois, Co-Chair; RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK of Georgia; ALEX 
PADILLA of California; JEANNE SHAHEEN 
of New Hampshire; ADAM B. SCHIFF of 
California; ANDY KIM of New Jersey; 
and RUBEN M. GALLEGO of Arizona. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 
10, 2025 

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it stand 
adjourned until 10 a.m. on Thursday, 
April 10; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, morning business be closed, 
and the Senate resume consideration of 
Calendar No. 17, H.J. Res. 20; further, 
that at 11 a.m., all debate time on Cal-
endar No. 17, H.J. Res. 20, be expired, 
the joint resolution be read a third 

time, and the Senate vote on passage of 
the joint resolution; further, that not-
withstanding rule XXII, the cloture 
motion with respect to the Meador 
nomination ripen following disposition 
of Calendar No. 17, H.J. Res. 20; finally, 
that if any nominations are confirmed 
during Thursday’s session, the motions 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table and the President 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask that it stand adjourned 
under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 8:19 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
April 10, 2025, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate April 9, 2025: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

PETER HOEKSTRA, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO CANADA. 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 

PAUL ATKINS, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE 
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION FOR THE RE-
MAINDER OF THE TERM EXPIRING JUNE 5, 2026. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

KEVIN CABRERA, OF FLORIDA, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA. 

MIKE HUCKABEE, OF ARKANSAS, TO BE AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE STATE OF ISRAEL. 

RONALD JOHNSON, OF FLORIDA, TO BE AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE UNITED MEXICAN 
STATES. 
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