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Today, McDonald’s operates 36,000
restaurants in more than 100 nations,
and it bolsters economies across the
country and world. And there are few
more recognizable 1logos than the
McDonald’s Golden Arches. Criss-
crossing the State of Illinois requires
driving hundreds of miles on interstate
highways. And after long stretches on
the road, I have made my fair share of
stops at the Golden Arches. So many
stops, in fact, that my wife Loretta and
my chief of staff conspired to institute
a rule: No more pit stops at McDon-
ald’s.

You also are sure find McDonald’s on
your international travels. In fact, I re-
member being in Moscow when the
first McDonald’s opened in Pushkin
Square. It was January 31, 1990, and I
remember seeing the dreary grey colors
of the former Soviet Union punctuated
by the Golden Arches. It was a vision
of hope for many, representing the pos-
sibilities available under a free society.

But the reach of McDonald’s goes be-
yond hamburgers and french fries. If
you are a parent whose child is dealing
with the devastation of illness, you
have heard of Ronald McDonald House.
Providing housing, resources, and sup-
port for families with children who are
ill or injured, the nearly hundreds of
Ronald McDonald House programs
across the world keep families trav-
eling for their child’s medical needs
cared for and together. And McDon-
ald’s helps make this effort a reality.

The story of McDonald’s is one of
three sons of immigrants using their
drive, ingenuity, and ambition to go
from a local drive-in restaurant to one
of the most profitable businesses the
world has ever known. While the days
of 15-cent hamburgers and 20-cent
cheeseburgers may be gone, the eco-
nomic contributions and storied his-
tory of McDonald’s continues to
strengthen Illinois and our Nation. I
am grateful Chicago is home to such a
treasured American franchise that re-
minds us of the promise of America.

Congratulations to McDonald’s on 70
years of leaving a lasting impact.

———————

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.
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There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended.
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
256-10, concerning the Air Force’s proposed
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Australia for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $1.04 billion. We
will issue a news release to notify the public
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this
letter to your office.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.

Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-10

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Australia.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $1.00 billion.

Other § .04 billion.

Total $1.04 billion.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Up to two hundred (200) AIM-120C-8 Ad-
vanced Medium Range Air-to-Air Missiles
(AMRAAM).

Up to two hundred
AMRAAMs.

Non-Major Defense Equipment: The fol-
lowing non-MDE items will be included:
AMRAAM containers and support equip-
ment; spare parts, consumables, and acces-
sories; repair and return support; weapons
system support and software; classified soft-
ware delivery and support; classified publica-
tions and technical documentation; trans-
portation support; studies and surveys; U.S.
Government and contractor engineering,
technical, and logistics support services; and
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support.

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (AT-
D-YAL).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
April 9, 2025.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Australia—AIM-120C and ATM-120D

Advanced Medium Range Air-to-Air Missiles

The Government of Australia has re-
quested to buy up to two hundred (200) AIM-
120C-8 Advanced Medium Range Air-to-Air
Missiles (AMRAAM); and up to two hundred
(2000 AIM-120D-3 AMRAAMSs. The following
non-MDE items will be included: AMRAAM
containers and support equipment; spare
parts, consumables and accessories, repair
and return support; weapons system support
and software; classified software delivery
and support; classified publications and tech-
nical documentation; transportation sup-
port; studies and surveys; U.S. Government
and contractor engineering, technical, and

(200) AIM-120D-3
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logistics support services; and other related
elements of logistics and program support.
The estimated total cost is $1.04 billion.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
the United States. Australia is one of our
most important allies in the Western Pa-
cific. The strategic location of this political
and economic power contributes signifi-
cantly to ensuring peace and economic sta-
bility in the Western Pacific. It is vital to
the U.S. national interest to assist our ally
in developing and maintaining a strong and
ready self-defense capability.

The proposed sale will improve Australia’s
capability to meet current and future
threats by protecting and increasing aircraft
survivability. Australia will have no dif-
ficulty absorbing this equipment and serv-
ices into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be RTX Cor-
poration, located in Tucson, AZ. At this
time, the U.S. Government is not aware of
any offset agreement proposed in connection
with this potential sale. Any offset agree-
ment will be defined in negotiations between
the purchaser and the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Australia.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-10

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The AIM-120D-3 series Advanced Medium
Range Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM) is a su-
personic, air-launched, aerial intercept,
guided missile featuring digital technology
and microminiature, and solid-state elec-
tronics. AMRAAM capabilities include look-
down/shoot-down, multiple launches against
multiple targets, resistance to electronic
countermeasures, and interception of high
and low-flying and maneuvering targets. The
AIM-120D-3 features a quadrangle target de-
tection device and an electronics unit within
the guidance section that performs all radar
signal processing, mid-course and terminal
guidance, flight control, target detection,
and warhead detonation. Precise positioning
will be provided by either Selective Avail-
ability Anti-Spoofing Module or M-Code.

2. The AIM-120C-8 Advanced Medium
Range Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM) is a su-
personic, air or surface-launched, aerial
intercept, guided missile featuring digital
technology and microminiature, solid-state
electronics. AMRAAM capabilities include
look-down/shoot-down, multiple launches
against multiple targets, resistance to elec-
tronic countermeasures, and interception of
high and low-flying and maneuvering tar-
gets.

3. The AMRAAMSs will be integrated on the
Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) combat
aircraft platforms, such as the F/A-18, EA-
18G, and F-35, along with the ground-based
National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile
System (NASAMS).

4. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

5. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce system effec-
tiveness or be used in the development of a
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system with similar or advanced capabili-
ties.

6. A determination has been made that
Australia can provide substantially the same
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification.

7. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Aus-
tralia.

————
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(A) of
the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No.
0A-25. This notification relates to enhance-
ments or upgrades from the level of sensi-
tivity of technology or capability described
in the Section 36(b)(1) AECA certification 20—
83 of November 3, 2020.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.
Enclosure.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 0A-25

Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-

tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec.

36(b)(5)(A), AECA)

(i) Purchaser: Government of Romania

(ii) Sec. 36(B)(5)(A), AECA Transmittal No:
20-83; Date: November 3, 2020; Implementing
Agency: Air Force.

(iii) Description: On November 3, 2020, Con-
gress was notified by congressional certifi-
cation transmittal number 20-83 of the pos-
sible sale, under Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms
Export Control Act, of upgrades to the avi-
onics, software, communication equipment,
navigational aids, and cockpit of its Mid-Life
Update (MLU) Block 15 F-16 aircraft fleet
along with additional logistics support. In-
cluded in the aircraft modernization were
eight (8) LN-260 Global Positioning System
(GPS) and nineteen (19) Multifunctional In-
formation Distribution System Joint Tac-
tical Radio Systems (MIDS JTRS). Also in-
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cluded were AN/APX-126 Advanced Identi-
fication Friend or Foe (IFF); ARC-210 Ra-
dios; KIV-78 Cryptographic Appliques; other
secure communications, navigation, and
encryption devices; Joint Mission Planning
System (JMPS) software; aircraft minor
modification, integration and test support,
support equipment, software and software
support; personnel training; spare and repair
parts; publications and technical documenta-
tion; U.S. Government and contractor engi-
neering, technical and logistical support
services; and other related elements of
logistical and program support. The esti-
mated total cost was $175.4 million. Major
Defense Equipment (MDE) constituted $12.1
million of this total.

This transmittal reports the inclusion of
the following additional MDE items: thirty-
five (35) Multifunctional Information Dis-
tribution System Joint Tactical Radio Sys-
tems Variant 5 (MIDS JTRS V5). Also in-
cluded is additional non-MDE aircraft minor
modification; integration and test support;
support equipment; software and software
support; personnel training; spare and repair
parts; publications and technical documenta-
tion; U.S. Government and contractor engi-
neering, technical, and logistics support
services; and other related elements of logis-
tics and program support. The estimated
total value of the new items is $13.4 million.
The estimated MDE value increases by 89.8
million to a revised $21.9 million. The esti-
mated non-MDE value increases by $3.6 mil-
lion to a revised $166.9 million. The esti-
mated total case value increases by $13.4 mil-
lion, resulting in a total case value of $188.8
million.

(iv) Significance: This notification is being
provided because the additional MDE items
were not enumerated in the original notifi-
cation. The inclusion of this MDE represents
an increase in capability over what was pre-
viously notified. The proposed sale will im-
prove Romania’s capability to meet current
and future threats by upgrading its avionics
to meet interoperability requirements for
encrypted communications systems used by
NATO forces.

(v) Justification: This proposed sale will
support the foreign policy goals and national
security objectives of the United States by
improving the security of a NATO Ally that
is a force for political stability and economic
progress in Europe.

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology:

The Sensitivity of Technology Statement
contained in the original notification applies
to items reported here.

The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

(vii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
April 9, 2025.

———
NOMINATION OF SEAN PLANKEY

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I must
object to the Senate proceeding to the
nomination of Sean Plankey of Penn-
sylvania, to be Director of the Cyberse-
curity and Infrastructure Security
Agency (CISA), Department of Home-
land Security.

Since July 2022, I have repeatedly
urged CISA to release an important,
unclassified report by independent cy-
bersecurity experts that the Agency
commissioned, titled “U.S. Tele-
communications Insecurity 2022.”” Con-
gress and the American people have a
right to read this report, and until
CISA releases it, I must object to this
nomination.

April 9, 2025

CISA permitted my staff to read the
report in person at the Agency’s office
in the fall of 2023. However, CISA has
marked this unclassified report ‘‘For
Official Use Only” and has refused to
provide copies of the report to Congress
and in response to FOIA requests from
the public. I directly asked then-CISA
Director Jen Easterly to release the re-
port in a February 27, 2024, phone call;
however, she continued to stonewall
my requests until she left office in Jan-
uary 2025.

CISA has to date refused to release
the report by making a claim that the
report is predecisional and deliberative
and protected by a so-called ‘‘delibera-
tive process privilege.” Setting aside
that a FOIA exemption does not apply
to disclosures to Congress, based on my
staff’s review of this report, this report
is a technical document containing fac-
tual information about U.S. telecom
security. The report does not rec-
ommend or discuss specific policy op-
tions that CISA could take to address
this threat. As such, this report con-
tains important factual information
that the public has a right to see and
CISA should stop withholding the en-
tire report under a purported ‘‘delib-
erative process privilege’’ claim.

On February 29, 2024, I wrote to then-
President Biden, urging the adminis-
tration to take action to address the
serious national security threat posed
by foreign governments exploiting U.S.
phone carriers’ weak cybersecurity. In
that letter to then-President Biden, I
stated that ‘“CISA is actively hiding in-
formation about [the threat] from the
American people . .. CISA refuses to
publicly release this unclassified re-
port, which includes details that are
relevant to policymakers and Ameri-
cans who care about the security of
their phones.” The Biden administra-
tion took no action in response to my
letter.

CISA’s inaction on telecommuni-
cations security prompted the Agen-
cy’s top telecommunications security
expert to file a whistleblower report
with the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) in the summer of
2024. Citing his access to nonpublic re-
ports and other ‘‘very concerning infor-
mation,” the CISA official told the
FCC that ‘‘there have been numerous
incidents of successful, unauthorized
attempts to access the network user lo-
cation data of communications service
providers operating in the USA.” He
added that foreign surveillance went
beyond location tracking and included
““the monitoring of voice and text mes-
sages’ and ‘‘the delivery of spyware to
targeted devices.”

CISA’s multiyear cover up of the
phone companies’ negligent cybersecu-
rity has real consequences. In a No-
vember 2024 joint statement, CISA and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation
confirmed that the Chinese Govern-
ment hacked ‘“‘multiple telecommuni-
cations companies to enable the theft
of customer call records data, the com-
promise of private communications of
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