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Cantwell Kim Schatz
Coons King Schiff
Cortez Masto Klobuchar Schumer
Duckworth Lujan Shaheen
Durbin Markey Slotkin
Gallego Merkley Smith
Gillibrand Murphy Van Hollen
Hassan Murray
Heinrich Ossoff garnock

N . arren
Hickenlooper Padilla
Hirono Peters Wel'ch
Kaine Reed Whitehouse
Kelly Rosen Wyden

NOT VOTING—4

Fetterman Sanders
Mullin Warner

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to legislative session.

The Senator from Texas.

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EN-
ERGY RELATING TO ¢“ENERGY
CONSERVATION PROGRAM: EN-
ERGY CONSERVATION STAND-
ARDS FOR CONSUMER GAS-
FIRED INSTANTANEOUS WATER
HEATERS”—Motion to Proceed

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to Calendar No. 17, H.J. Res. 20.

The clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 17, H.J.
Res. 20, a joint resolution providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Energy relating
to “Energy Conservation Program: Energy
Conservation Standards for Consumer Gas-
fired Instantaneous Water Heaters”’.

VOTE ON MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

Ms. SMITH. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY), the
Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. MULLIN),
and the Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
PAUL).

Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the
Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS),
and the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
WELCH), are necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 42, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 206 Leg.]

YEAS—bH2
Banks Graham Murkowski
Barrasso Grassley Ossoff
Blackburn Hagerty Ricketts
Boozman Hoeven Risch
Britt Husted Rounds
Budd Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Capito Johnson Scott (FL)
Casgldy Justice Scott (SC)
Collins Kennedy Sheeh
y

Cornyn Lankford R

Sullivan
Cotton Lee
Cramer Lummis Thupe
Crapo Marshall Tillis .
Cruz McConnell Tuberville
Curtis McCormick Warnock
Daines Moody Wicker
Ernst Moran Young
Fischer Moreno

NAYS—42
Alsobrooks Heinrich Peters
Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Schatz
Blunt Rochester Kelly Schiff
Booker Kim Schumer
Cantwell King Shaheen
Coons Klobuchar Slotkin
Cortez Masto Lujan Smith
Duckworth Markey Van Hollen
Fetterman Merkley Warner
Gallego Murphy Warren
Gillibrand Murray Whitehouse
Hassan Padilla Wyden
NOT VOTING—6

Durbin Mullin Sanders
Hawley Paul Welch

The motion was agreed to.

———————

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EN-
ERGY RELATING TO “ENERGY
CONSERVATION PROGRAM: EN-
ERGY CONSERVATION STAND-
ARDS FOR CONSUMER GAS-
FIRED INSTANTANEOUS WATER
HEATERS”

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HUSTED). The clerk will report the bill
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.J. Res. 20) providing for congres-
sional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule submitted by
the Department of Energy relating to ‘“‘En-
ergy Conservation Program: Energy Con-
servation Standards for Consumer Gas-fired
Instantaneous Water Heaters”.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

———

NOMINATION JOINT REFERRAL

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that as if in executive
session, the nomination of David Fogel,
of Connecticut, to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce and Director Gen-
eral of the United States and Foreign
Commercial Service received in the
Senate on February 11, 2025, be jointly
referred to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs and the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate be in a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

RECOGNIZING 70 YEARS OF
MCDONALD’S

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I am the
son of an immigrant from East St.
Louis, IL. As a reminder to myself, I
keep my mother’s naturalization cer-
tificate on a table behind my desk in
the U.S. Capitol. She came to the
United States from Lithuania, fleeing
oppression from the Soviet Union,
when she was just 2 years old. Little
did she know that her youngest son
would go on to become a U.S. Senator.

This might be my personal story as
the son of an immigrant, but it also is
the story of America—the American
dream. You can find stories like this
everywhere, even in places you might
least expect them. Take the story of
McDonald’s. Next week, McDonald’s is
celebrating 70 years of selling ham-
burgers, strengthening communities,
and connecting people. Since 1971, Illi-
nois has been home to the headquarters
of McDonald’s, but the multibillion-
dollar hamburger chain’s history with
the Prairie State does not begin there.

In the 1920s, Richard ‘‘Dick’” and
Maurice ‘‘Mac’ McDonald, two sons of
Irish immigrants, headed to California
to try their luck in Hollywood. By the
1940s, they had pivoted to the drive-in
restaurant industry, opening their first
McDonald’s restaurant in San
Bernardino, CA. With their simple
menu and signature Speedee Service
System to efficiently serve a large
number of customers, McDonald’s soon
became the talk of California. It was a
success, and people noticed.

One of those people was Ray Kroc, a
traveling salesman from Oak Park, IL.
Kroc also was the son of immigrants,
his parents were born in Bohemia,
which is now part of the Czech Repub-
lic. Ray became enamored by Dick and
Mac’s business model and had a vision
of expanding the chain across the Na-
tion—with a goal of opening 1,000 res-
taurants in the U.S. Before long, Ray
returned to Chicago with the rights in
hand to establish McDonald’s res-
taurants throughout the country. On
April 15, 1955, Kroc opened his first
McDonald’s restaurant in Des Plaines,
ILL—the City of Destiny. Its first day of
sales was $366.12, equivalent to about
$4,374 today. A global franchise was
born.

While this liberal arts lawyer is far
from a high-rolling stock broker, I am
not shy to say that I knew McDonald’s
was going to be a success. Not because
of any sophisticated financial analysis
or detailed market research—I just
knew the McDonald’s in East St. Louis
was one of the few restaurants that al-
ways had a line.
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Today, McDonald’s operates 36,000
restaurants in more than 100 nations,
and it bolsters economies across the
country and world. And there are few
more recognizable 1logos than the
McDonald’s Golden Arches. Criss-
crossing the State of Illinois requires
driving hundreds of miles on interstate
highways. And after long stretches on
the road, I have made my fair share of
stops at the Golden Arches. So many
stops, in fact, that my wife Loretta and
my chief of staff conspired to institute
a rule: No more pit stops at McDon-
ald’s.

You also are sure find McDonald’s on
your international travels. In fact, I re-
member being in Moscow when the
first McDonald’s opened in Pushkin
Square. It was January 31, 1990, and I
remember seeing the dreary grey colors
of the former Soviet Union punctuated
by the Golden Arches. It was a vision
of hope for many, representing the pos-
sibilities available under a free society.

But the reach of McDonald’s goes be-
yond hamburgers and french fries. If
you are a parent whose child is dealing
with the devastation of illness, you
have heard of Ronald McDonald House.
Providing housing, resources, and sup-
port for families with children who are
ill or injured, the nearly hundreds of
Ronald McDonald House programs
across the world keep families trav-
eling for their child’s medical needs
cared for and together. And McDon-
ald’s helps make this effort a reality.

The story of McDonald’s is one of
three sons of immigrants using their
drive, ingenuity, and ambition to go
from a local drive-in restaurant to one
of the most profitable businesses the
world has ever known. While the days
of 15-cent hamburgers and 20-cent
cheeseburgers may be gone, the eco-
nomic contributions and storied his-
tory of McDonald’s continues to
strengthen Illinois and our Nation. I
am grateful Chicago is home to such a
treasured American franchise that re-
minds us of the promise of America.

Congratulations to McDonald’s on 70
years of leaving a lasting impact.

———————

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.
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There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended.
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
256-10, concerning the Air Force’s proposed
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Australia for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $1.04 billion. We
will issue a news release to notify the public
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this
letter to your office.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.

Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-10

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Australia.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $1.00 billion.

Other § .04 billion.

Total $1.04 billion.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Up to two hundred (200) AIM-120C-8 Ad-
vanced Medium Range Air-to-Air Missiles
(AMRAAM).

Up to two hundred
AMRAAMs.

Non-Major Defense Equipment: The fol-
lowing non-MDE items will be included:
AMRAAM containers and support equip-
ment; spare parts, consumables, and acces-
sories; repair and return support; weapons
system support and software; classified soft-
ware delivery and support; classified publica-
tions and technical documentation; trans-
portation support; studies and surveys; U.S.
Government and contractor engineering,
technical, and logistics support services; and
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support.

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (AT-
D-YAL).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
April 9, 2025.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Australia—AIM-120C and ATM-120D

Advanced Medium Range Air-to-Air Missiles

The Government of Australia has re-
quested to buy up to two hundred (200) AIM-
120C-8 Advanced Medium Range Air-to-Air
Missiles (AMRAAM); and up to two hundred
(2000 AIM-120D-3 AMRAAMSs. The following
non-MDE items will be included: AMRAAM
containers and support equipment; spare
parts, consumables and accessories, repair
and return support; weapons system support
and software; classified software delivery
and support; classified publications and tech-
nical documentation; transportation sup-
port; studies and surveys; U.S. Government
and contractor engineering, technical, and

(200) AIM-120D-3
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logistics support services; and other related
elements of logistics and program support.
The estimated total cost is $1.04 billion.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
the United States. Australia is one of our
most important allies in the Western Pa-
cific. The strategic location of this political
and economic power contributes signifi-
cantly to ensuring peace and economic sta-
bility in the Western Pacific. It is vital to
the U.S. national interest to assist our ally
in developing and maintaining a strong and
ready self-defense capability.

The proposed sale will improve Australia’s
capability to meet current and future
threats by protecting and increasing aircraft
survivability. Australia will have no dif-
ficulty absorbing this equipment and serv-
ices into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be RTX Cor-
poration, located in Tucson, AZ. At this
time, the U.S. Government is not aware of
any offset agreement proposed in connection
with this potential sale. Any offset agree-
ment will be defined in negotiations between
the purchaser and the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Australia.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-10

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The AIM-120D-3 series Advanced Medium
Range Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM) is a su-
personic, air-launched, aerial intercept,
guided missile featuring digital technology
and microminiature, and solid-state elec-
tronics. AMRAAM capabilities include look-
down/shoot-down, multiple launches against
multiple targets, resistance to electronic
countermeasures, and interception of high
and low-flying and maneuvering targets. The
AIM-120D-3 features a quadrangle target de-
tection device and an electronics unit within
the guidance section that performs all radar
signal processing, mid-course and terminal
guidance, flight control, target detection,
and warhead detonation. Precise positioning
will be provided by either Selective Avail-
ability Anti-Spoofing Module or M-Code.

2. The AIM-120C-8 Advanced Medium
Range Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM) is a su-
personic, air or surface-launched, aerial
intercept, guided missile featuring digital
technology and microminiature, solid-state
electronics. AMRAAM capabilities include
look-down/shoot-down, multiple launches
against multiple targets, resistance to elec-
tronic countermeasures, and interception of
high and low-flying and maneuvering tar-
gets.

3. The AMRAAMSs will be integrated on the
Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) combat
aircraft platforms, such as the F/A-18, EA-
18G, and F-35, along with the ground-based
National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile
System (NASAMS).

4. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

5. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce system effec-
tiveness or be used in the development of a
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