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Trump did not need to send the mar-
kets reeling. Of all the ways he could
have gone about these tariffs, he
picked perhaps the single dumbest,
most destructive approach possible.

Americans wanted Donald Trump to
focus on one thing when he became
President: costs, inflation, keeping the
economy whole. Donald Trump has
spectacularly failed already at the one
thing people wanted him to do. Instead
of lowering inflation, he has made it
much worse. Instead of strengthening
the economy, he has singlehandedly
teed us up for a recession. And few will
suffer as much and as quickly as the
millions of seniors who were planning
to retire this year and in the years to
come.

Retirement is supposed to be sacred
in America. Part of the American
dream is working hard all your life,
chipping in, saving little by little,
knowing that when you retire, there
will be something there—not to make
you rich but so you can live a life with
some degree of dignity. But Trump has
stolen years from people’s retirement
with his boneheaded tariffs. For them,
the damage could be permanent.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

———

NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMS’
RIGHTS WEEK

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today, I come to the floor to support
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week.

For many years, I have pressed the
Department of Justice to do its part to
shore up what is called the Crime Vic-
tims Fund. That fund supports victims
and survivors of crime across the Na-
tion.

On Monday, I, along with Senators
ERNST, CRAPO, and RISCH, sent a letter
to the Department of Justice. That let-
ter urges the Department of Justice to
ensure that criminal fines and pen-
alties are collected and deposited into
the Crime Victims Fund.

I made this request because last Con-
gress, my oversight revealed Biden ad-
ministration failures. Specifically,
since the enactment of the Victims of
Crime Act Fix in 2021, the Biden Jus-
tice Department failed to collect and
deposit more than $1 billion in crimi-
nal fines and penalties, which belongs
to this fund. Instead, the Biden admin-
istration allowed the fines to be paid to
foreign governments and elsewhere.

Since my oversight shined the light
on the Biden Justice Department’s fail-
ures and misguided approach, the De-
partment of Justice inspector general
opened its own independent audit. And
at my request, the Government Ac-
countability Office also agreed to re-
view the Department of Justice’s ad-
ministration of this Crime Victims
Fund.

History has shown that sunshine is
the best disinfectant. Since my Crime
Victims Fund oversight began, the bal-
ance increased from $1 billion in 2023—
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the lowest in over a decade—to its cur-
rent balance of $4-3/10 billion. Now,
those figures that I just gave you came
from the Department of Justice statis-
tics.

The Department of Justice must en-
sure that the Crime Victims Fund has
adequate resources, and if the Depart-
ment of Justice doesn’t, organizations
across the Nation helping survivors
and helping victims of crime are at se-
rious risk of potentially closing their
doors and not being able to continue
this help.

The Department of Justice shouldn’t
allow the mistakes of the Biden admin-
istration to happen again.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

———
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, President
Trump has made it clear that his for-
eign policy is centered on advancing
America’s interests and keeping Amer-
icans safe. And in the first 3 months of
the Trump administration, we have
seen the President take action on these
priorities.

President Trump has gone after ter-
rorists who target Americans. He se-
cured the release of Americans held
hostage abroad. And he has put Amer-
ica on a stronger footing with respect
to adversaries like China and Iran.

This is a welcome change in direction
in our foreign policy. Over the last 4
years, the Biden administration too
often demonstrated weakness on the
world stage. The disastrous withdrawal
from Afghanistan, for example, at-
tempts to accommodate Iran, and I
could go on. At times, it seemed the
administration was more interested in
exporting its progressive ideology than
in advancing America’s interests.

On President Biden’s watch, the
world grew more unstable. So a foreign
policy focused on American strength
and security is much needed at a time
like this.

This week, the Senate is continuing
our work to get the President’s team in
place by confirming a slate of nomi-
nees for Ambassador postings.

Yesterday, we confirmed our new
Ambassador to Japan. Japan is host to
more U.S. troops than any other coun-
try, and it is one of our strongest allies
when it comes to security in the Indo-
Pacific. As China’s military takes
more aggressive actions in this part of
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the world, our relationship with Japan
will only grow in importance. So I am
glad we wasted no time in confirming
an ambassador to Tokyo.

Countering China also needs to be a
focus in our own hemisphere. I am
grateful President Trump has gone
after China for its role in the fentanyl
supply chain. The administration is
also working to strengthen our part-
nerships in the Western Hemisphere
and ensure the Chinese Communist
Party does not secure a foothold in our
own backyard. Having a Senate-con-
firmed ambassador to Panama, which
we will later today, will help advance
this goal and the administration’s ef-
fort to ensure the Panama Canal, a
critical artery for American trade, is
not under undue Chinese influence.

Later today, we will also be voting to
confirm the U.S. Ambassador to Israel.
The Trump administration has re-
stored a much needed moral clarity
when it comes to our ally Israel. More
than 18 months after the October 7,
2023, attacks by Hamas terrorists,
Israel is still at war. Hamas continues
to hold hostages in Gaza, including
multiple Americans. Israel depends on
U.S. support as it fights to eliminate
the terrorist threats on its borders.

President Trump has made it clear
the United States stands squarely in
Israel’s corner. Unfortunately, the
same cannot be said for our friends
across the aisle. Democrats filibustered
the ICC sanctions bill earlier this year
after Leader SCHUMER refused to bring
it up on the floor last year. A number
of Democrat Senators continue to vote
to disarm Israel in the middle of a war
by blocking U.S. weapons shipments to
Israel, as several Democrats did just
last week.

While the Democratic Party strug-
gles to muster support for Israel, Re-
publicans will continue to stand with
our ally in the Middle East, especially
in this time of war. I know that once
he is confirmed, Ambassador Huckabee
will be a strong and supportive voice
for Israel and for America’s interests
from his post in Jerusalem.

The Trump administration is work-
ing hard to advance America’s inter-
ests and Senate Republicans are work-
ing to ensure the Trump administra-
tion’s foreign policy team is put in
place as swiftly as possible and we will
continue to support the President and
his administration as they work to ad-
vance America’s interests and secure
peace through strength.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 75.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of the following
named officer for appointment to the
permanent grade indicated in the Reg-
ular Air Force under the United States
Constitution, article II, section 2,
clause 2: to be Major General, Lt. Gen.
John D. Caine (Retired).

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 75, the fol-
lowing named officer for appointment to the
permanent grade indicated in the Regular
Air Force under the United States Constitu-
tion, article II, section 2, clause 2: to be
Major General, Lt. Gen. John D. Caine (Re-
tired).

John Thune, John R. Curtis, Mike
Rounds, John Cornyn, Ted Budd, Kevin
Cramer, John Hoeven, John Barrasso,
Joni Ernst, Markwayne Mullin, Tom
Cotton, Pete Ricketts, Dan Sullivan,
Tommy Tuberville, Todd Young, Roger
F. Wicker, John Boozman.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 74.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of the following
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named officer for appointment as
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
and appointment in the United States
Air Force to the grade indicated while
assigned to a position of importance
and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., sections 152 and 601: to be Gen-
eral, LLt. Gen. John D. Caine (Retired).
CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 74, the fol-
lowing named officer for appointment as
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and ap-
pointment in the United States Air Force to
the grade indicated while assigned to a posi-
tion of importance and responsibility under
title 10, U.S.C., sections 152 and 601: to be
General, Lt. Gen. John D. Caine (Retired).

John Thune, John R. Curtis, Mike
Rounds, John Cornyn, Ted Budd, Kevin
Cramer, John Hoeven, John Barrasso,
Joni Ernst, Markwayne Mullin, Tom
Cotton, Pete Ricketts, Dan Sullivan,
Tommy Tuberville, Todd Young, Roger
F. Wicker, John Boozman.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-
SHALL). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

NOMINATION OF MIKE HUCKABEE

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I am
delighted that, today, the U.S. Senate
is going to confirm Governor Mike
Huckabee to be our U.S. Ambassador to
Israel.

Governor Huckabee is a fierce friend
to one of our closest allies. He is the
right leader to have this very impor-
tant job. This is a man who has visited
Israel more than 100 times. He knows
its people. He knows its purpose. He
knows its potential. He also knows its
promise. That is why I am sure that he
will receive bipartisan support today.

His confirmation will strengthen the
unbreakable bond between America
and Israel. It is a bond that is stronger
than ever under President Trump. Se-
curity is the backbone of our special
relationship, and shared values are our
moral bedrock. Liberty, faith, and op-
portunity—those are our shared beliefs.
That is why America has always sup-
ported Israel.

Historically, in 1948, America recog-
nized the creation of Israel 11 minutes
after its birth. America was the first
Nation to recognize a free and demo-
cratic Jewish State. We have stood
shoulder to shoulder with the people of
Israel ever since.
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President Trump’s record is proof of
America’s unwavering support. His
first term delivered historic progress.
He forged the Abraham Accords and
shattered decades of deadlock to bring
peace and prosperity to the Middle
East. He moved the U.S. Embassy from
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, as promised,
which is Israel’s eternal capital. Presi-
dent Trump recognized Israel’s sov-
ereignty over the Golan Heights. He
stood firm against Iran. The nomina-
tion and confirmation of Governor
Huckabee improves on that stellar
record.

Today, the threats facing the United
States and Israel are growing, men-
acing. Iran is racing to nuclear weap-
ons. Iran’s hired henchmen attack
Israel from all sides. Hamas continues
to wage war against Israel, and it con-
tinues to hold innocent hostages cap-
tive. The Houthis in Yemen are launch-
ing drone attacks against Israel.
Israel’s right to defend itself is not up
for debate. America’s security assist-
ance to Israel is not a handout. It is
necessary to keep Israel safe, and it is
necessary to stop terrorism. Repub-
licans understand that. We back Israel
unequivocally. Yet Democrats in this
body are wavering.

Last week, Senator BERNIE SANDERS
of Vermont tried to cancel $8.8 billion
in weapons transfers to Israel. He
failed. Every Republican voted with
Israel, but 15 Democrats voted against
Israel. This isn’t the first time this
year that Senate Democrats have stood
against Israel. Today, there is a loud
pro-Hamas fringe, and they are trying
to hijack the Democrat Party. It isn’t
just happening in the Senate; it is hap-
pening around the country; it is hap-
pening by campus radicals on our Na-
tion’s college campuses. This is worse
than bad politics. This is dangerous
policy.

We are at an inflection point in his-
tory. Hamas launched a brutal attack
against Israel on October 7 of 2023. It
was the deadliest single-day attack
against the people of Israel and the
Jewish people since the Holocaust.
Israel continues to fight for its safety
and its survival. Faced with this re-
ality, Democrats are still abandoning
Israel, and that puts both Israel and
America at risk.

Here are the facts: Israel is a democ-
racy; Hamas terrorists are butchers.
Israel shields its citizens; Hamas uses
its citizens as human shields. Israel
sends food to Gaza; Hamas steals the
food and starves the people. That is
why the Palestinian people are pro-
testing against Hamas. Hamas faces
the most serious challenge to its rule
in 18 years. Israel fights terror. It has
every right to defend itself. America
has chosen a side. We stand with Israel.
Our support is unwavering. It is un-
breakable—no apologies made. Peace
in the Middle East starts with sup-
porting Israel, not appeasing our adver-
saries.

The roadblock to peace continues to
be Iran. President Trump is restoring
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