April 8, 2025

today call Secretary Bessent, your
very able Treasury Secretary, and you
and he sit down with every one of these
countries that want to lower their
trade barriers and let’s make a deal.

Let’s lift America up. Let’s lift the
world up. Let’s lift trade up. Let’s re-
duce these trade barriers, and let peo-
ple compete. Let American businesses
compete. Let foreign businesses com-
pete. May the best product at the best
price win. That is free enterprise.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

WAIVING QUORUM CALLS

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum calls with respect to
the Johnson and Cabrera nominations.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the rollcall
vote begin now. I believe it was sched-
uled for 6 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 68, Ronald
Johnson, of Florida, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the United
Mexican States.

John Thune, John Barrasso, Cindy Hyde-
Smith, John R. Curtis, Rick Scott of
Florida, Bernie Moreno, Pete Ricketts,
Eric Schmitt, Jon A. Husted, Roger
Marshall, Jim Justice, Tommy
Tuberville, Bill Hagerty, Joni Ernst,
James E. Risch, Marsha Blackburn,
Tim Sheehy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Ronald Johnson, of Florida, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the United Mexican States,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ator is necessarily absent: the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. MCCORMICK).

Mr. DURBIN. I announced that the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH),

nays 44, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 198 Ex.]
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the Senator from New Hampshire (Ms.

HASSAN), and the Senator from Oregon

(Mr. WYDEN) are necessarily absent.
The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,
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of Kevin Cabrera, of Florida, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Panama,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania (Mr. MCcCOR-
MICK), the Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
PAUL), and the Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. TILLIS).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH),
the Senator from New Hampshire (Ms.
HASSAN), the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY), and the Senator from
Oregon (Mr. WYDEN), are necessarily
absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 199 Ex.]

YEAS—bH2
Banks Graham Mullin
Barrasso Grassley Murkowski
Blackburn Hagerty Paul
Boozman Hawley Ricketts
Britt Hoeven Risch
Budd Husted Rounds
gaplpg ?y}(lle—Smlth Schmitt
assidy ohnson
Collins Justice 222:2 Egé‘;
Cornyn Kennedy Sheeh.
Cotton Lankford Sulli y
Cramer Lee ulivan
Crapo Lummis T?“{ne
Cruz Marshall Tillis
Curtis McConnell Tl}bervﬂle
Daines Moody Wicker
Ernst Moran Young
Fischer Moreno
NAYS—44
Alsobrooks Hirono Rosen
Baldwin Kaine Sanders
Bennet Kelly Schatz
Blumenthal Kim Schiff
Blunt Rochester King Schumer
Booker Klo_@uchar Shaheen
gantwell Il\;IuJaLL? Slotkin
oons arkey ith
Cortez Masto Merkley Smit
. Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy
Warner
Fetterman Murray W Kk
Gallego Ossoff arnoc
Gillibrand Padilla Warren
Heinrich Peters Welch
Hickenlooper Reed Whitehouse
NOT VOTING—4
Duckworth McCormick
Hassan Wyden
——
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Ronald John-
son, of Florida, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the United
Mexican States.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 66, Kevin
Cabrera, of Florida, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Republic of
Panama.

John Thune, John Barrasso, Cindy Hyde-
Smith, John R. Curtis, Rick Scott of
Florida, Bernie Moreno, Pete Ricketts,
Eric Schmitt, Jon A. Husted, Roger
Marshall, Jim Justice, Tommy
Tuberville, Bill Hagerty, Joni Ernst,
James E. Risch, Marsha Blackburn,
Tim Sheehy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination

YEAS—51
Banks Fischer Moran
Barrasso Graham Moreno
Blackburn Grassley Mullin
Boozman Hagerty Murkowski
Britt Hawley Ricketts
Budd Hoeven Risch
Capito Husted Rounds
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Collins Johnson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Justice Scott (SC)
Cotton Kennedy Shaheen
Cramer Lankford Sheehy
Crapo Lee Sullivan
Cruz Lummis Thune
Curtis Marshall Tuberville
Daines McConnell Wicker
Ernst Moody Young

NAYS—42
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Reed
Baldwin Hirono Rosen
Bennet Kaine Sanders
Blumenthal Kelly Schatz
Blunt Rochester  Kim Schiff
Booker King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Slotkin
Coons Lujan Smith
Cortez Masto Markey Van Hollen
Durbin Merkley Warner
Fetterman Murray Warnock
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Heinrich Peters Whitehouse

NOT VOTING—17

Duckworth Murphy Wyden
Hassan Paul
McCormick Tillis

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 51, the nays are 42,
and the motion is agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The

PRESIDING OFFICER.

clerk will report the nomination.
The senior assistant legislative clerk

The

read the nomination of Kevin Cabrera,
of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Panama.
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING: THE CITY OF BOISE
TRAIN DEPOT 100TH ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, today, I
rise, with my colleagues Senator MIKE
CRAPO and Representatives MIKE SIMP-
SON and RUSS FULCHER, to celebrate a
significant milestone in the history of
Idaho’s capital city: the 100th anniver-
sary of the Boise Depot. For a century,
this iconic structure, which faces our
State capitol building, has stood as a
prominent landmark of the Boise sky-
line and become a cherished symbol of
our community’s past and present.

Built in 1925 by the Union Pacific
Railroad, the Boise Depot brought peo-
ple from all over the nation to witness
the wonders of Idaho. Once hailed as
‘““the most beautiful structure of its
kind in the west,” the depot overlooks
a panoramic view of our great city and
surrounding foothills. Its iconic 96-foot
bell tower can be seen throughout
Boise and remains as a beacon of our
community. It is a favorite site en-
joyed by many, and it continues to be
a place where memories are made.

As we celebrate its centennial anni-
versary, we join many Idahoans in re-
flecting on the depot’s rich history.
Since its opening day, when thousands
gathered to witness the arrival of the
first transcontinental steam engine,
the depot has served as a testament to
the Treasure Valley’s growth and resil-
ience. The depot, now operated by the
city of Boise, provides a unique and
historic setting for community cele-
brations. Over the decades, it has
served as a hub for transportation and
community gatherings, welcoming
countless Idahoans and Americans.

In addition to the depot’s beautiful
gardens and koi pond, the site is home
to the steam locomotive Big Mike, do-
nated by the Union Pacific Railroad in
1956. Big Mike represents the spirit of
innovation and progress that has de-
fined our Nation’s economy, infrastruc-
ture, and heritage for generations.

It is an honor to recognize the 100th
anniversary of the Boise Depot and the
people who have contributed to its leg-
acy—from the passengers who rode its
rails, to the Idahoans who celebrated
their milestones, and the families who
made memories that will last a life-
time.

I invite my colleagues and all Idaho
residents to join us in celebrating the
Boise Depot, a historic treasure that

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

has enriched our lives for 100 years and
hopefully many more.®

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Hanley, one of his
secretaries.

———

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER
13536 OF APRIL 12, 2010, WITH RE-
SPECT TO SOMALIA—PM 21

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622 (d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
Order 13536 of April 12, 2010, with re-
spect to Somalia is to continue in ef-
fect beyond April 12, 2025.

The situation with respect to Soma-
lia continues to pose an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national
security and foreign policy of the
United States. Therefore, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13536 with respect to So-
malia.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 8, 2025.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:22 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 586. An act to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to study and report on the
prevalence of cholangiocarcinoma in vet-
erans who served in the Vietnam theater of
operations during the Vietnam era, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 877. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to expand the authority of the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide or
assist in providing a vehicle adapted for op-
eration by a disabled individual to certain
eligible persons, by paying expenses associ-
ated with the delivery of such vehicle, and
for other purposes.

April 8, 2025

H.R. 970. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to require the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to periodically review the auto-
matic maximum coverage under the
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance pro-
gram and the Veterans’ Group Life Insurance
program, and for other purposes.

H.R. 983. An act to Amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to disapprove courses of edu-
cation offered by a public institution of high-
er learning that does not charge the in-State
tuition rate to a veteran using certain edu-
cational assistance under title 10 of such
Code, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1039. An act to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an
agreement with a federally funded research
and development center for an assessment of
notice letters that the Secretary sends to
claimants for benefits under laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 9. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for
the National Peace Officers Memorial Serv-
ice and the National Honor Guard and Pipe
Band Exhibition.

H. Con. Res. 22. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony to
present the Congressional Gold Medals
awarded under the ‘Six Triple Eight’ Con-
gressional Gold Medal Act of 2021.

The message further announced that
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276L, clause 10 of
rule I, and the order of the House of
January 3, 2025, the Speaker appoints
the following Members on the part of
the House of Representatives to the
British-American Interparliamentary
Group: Mr. Crow of Colorado, Mr.
MEEKS of New York, Ms. DELBENE of
Washington, Mr. GOMEZ of California,
and Ms. MATSUI of California.

—————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 586. An act to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to study and report on the
prevalence of cholangiocarcinoma in vet-
erans who served in the Vietnam theater of
operations during the Vietnam era, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

H.R. 877. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to expand the authority of the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide or
assist in providing a vehicle adapted for op-
eration by a disabled individual to certain
eligible persons, by paying expenses associ-
ated with the delivery of such vehicle, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

H.R. 970. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to require the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to periodically review the auto-
matic maximum coverage under the
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance pro-
gram and the Veterans’ Group Life Insurance
program, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

H.R. 983. An act to Amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to disapprove courses of edu-
cation offered by a public institution of high-
er learning that does not charge the in-State
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