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threatened the closure of existing pow-
erplants with burdensome new regula-
tions, even as our electric grid strug-
gled to keep up with demand. President
Biden attempted to force the wide-
spread adoption of electric cars, de-
spite the incredible strain that would
place on our already shaky power grid.
And that is just to start with.

The administration unleashed a
veritable blizzard of Green New Deal
regulations as it attempted to push
through its far-left agenda.

The American people called for a new
direction this past November, and the
Trump administration and the Repub-
lican majorities in Congress have wast-
ed no time in getting to work to pro-
vide relief from burdensome regula-
tions, especially when it comes to en-

ergy.
Last month, the EPA announced 31
significant deregulatory actions.

Among these are actions addressing
the Biden administration’s good neigh-
bor rule and Clean Power Plan 2.0.
Both of these regulations were de-
signed to effectively force fossil fuel-
powered powerplants to close—a dan-
gerous goal at a time when we are al-
ready running low on the electricity we
need to meet demand. And preventing
these Biden-era rules from going into
effect removes a significant threat to
our energy supply.

Farmers, ranchers, and other land-
owners can also breathe more easily
knowing that the Obama-era waters of
the United States rule, which the
Biden administration attempted to res-
urrect, is being revised. The so-called
WOTUS rule would have given the Fed-
eral Government sweeping jurisdiction
over most water features on private
property, including things like irriga-
tion ditches, ephemeral streams, and
even prairie potholes.

I know farmers and ranchers in my
State of South Dakota would have ap-
preciated a seat at the table before the
Biden administration resurrected this
harmful policy, and I am pleased that
the Trump administration is com-
mitted to consulting with stakeholders
for their input on an alternative clean
water rule.

The EPA is also now working to ter-
minate the Biden electric vehicle man-
date. The switch to electric vehicles
that the Biden administration envi-
sioned was unwelcome, unworkable,
and unaffordable for a lot of Americans
and, as I said, threatened to put an in-
credible new strain on our already
creaky electric grid. I know South Da-
kotans were concerned about the loss
of choice and about being forced into
electric vehicles that aren’t suitable
for the long distances and bitter cold of
life on the Great Plains. So the elimi-
nation of this mandate is welcome
news in South Dakota, as I am sure it
is for a lot of Americans around the
country.

Here in Congress, we are joining the
President in his deregulatory efforts,
and Republican majorities in the House
and Senate have spent the last several
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weeks working to rescind burdensome
energy regulations using the Congres-
sional Review Act. President Trump
has already signed two CRA resolu-
tions into law—one eliminating the
marine archeology rule that targeted
offshore energy development and the
other stopping the implementation of
the Biden tax on natural gas.

Last week, the Senate passed another
CRA resolution to block a Biden-era
regulation on walk-in freezers and
coolers. This rule, part of the Biden ad-
ministration’s climate agenda, would
have heaped additional costs on small
businesses like restaurants, butchers,
convenience stores, and others.

And, later this week, I expect the
Senate to vote on another energy-re-
lated CRA resolution—this one to
block a Biden administration rule that
would take certain gas water heaters
off the market by 2029. This rule would
not only increase the cost of water
heaters for American homeowners, it
would also imperil U.S. manufacturing
jobs. One manufacturer has said the
rule could force a shutdown of its $70
million plant in Georgia.

The resolution to repeal this burden-
some rule received bipartisan support
in the House, and I hope our Democrat
colleagues will join Republicans in op-
posing this regulation.

The impact of these regulations is
felt across industries by American
workers and American businesses.
They are felt by Americans who work
in the energy sector, by manufacturers,
by small business owners, by farmers,
by ranchers—and the list goes on.

Regulatory burdens can be especially
tough on smaller businesses, some-
times leading them to sell or shutter
their operations. Those who stay in
business often have to raise prices to
stay afloat. And whether it is through
higher utility bills or higher costs at
the grocery store or for other goods, it
is the American people who ultimately
bear the cost of these rules.

That is why this is such an important
issue for Republicans. It is why we are
working hard to eliminate these and
many other regulatory burdens, and we
will continue working to deliver regu-
latory relief for the American people.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
Democratic leader is recognized.

The

TARIFFS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
would like to begin by reading a quote

April 8, 2025

from Bill Ackman, the billionaire well
known for his support of Donald
Trump. He said:

We are headed for a self-induced, economic
nuclear winter, and we should start
hunkering down.

Preston Caldwell, a senior economist
from Morningstar Research, likewise,
said:

If they’re maintained, the tariff hikes an-
nounced April 2 represents a self-inflicted
economic catastrophe for the United States.

Meanwhile, Larry Fink of BlackRock
says, most CEOs he has spoken to
would say we have already entered a
recession. The damage of Donald
Trump’s tariff tax has already been
done. And regardless of what the mar-
kets say from one hour to the next,
there are no signs that the chaos is
changing at any time soon.

Americans are anxious. Nobody,
looking at their retirement accounts
today is feeling anything close to liber-
ated. It has been a hellacious few days
for people worried about their 401(k)s
and their savings and their kids’ fu-
ture. And that is not changing anytime
soon.

Before things get worse, Donald
Trump should immediately reverse his
reckless trade war. He should halt his
tariff tax at once, and he should start
focusing more on America’s actual
trade adversaries, like China, instead
of picking a fight with the entire world
and causing chaos and steering us to-
ward a recession in the process.

The chaos within the Trump adminis-
tration was shown a few minutes ago,
when Elon Musk called Peter
Navarro—the chief architect of these
tariffs—a moron. That is Musk’s word.
He called him a ‘“‘moron.” Their plan is
80 crazy, so controversial that this ad-
ministration cannot get its act to-
gether—with them calling each other
names—regarding this tariff plan.

This is perhaps the most significant
task for the Republican congressional
leadership since Donald Trump became
President. The choice in front of Lead-
er THUNE and Speaker JOHNSON is sim-
ple: Choose Donald Trump or choose
American families. Stand up to Donald
Trump or watch him trigger a reces-
sion.

So this morning, I am writing to
Speaker JOHNSON, urging him to put
the Senate-passed resolution undoing
Donald Trump’s tariffs for a vote in the
House.

Let me quote from the letter:

Plain and simple, the Trump Trade War is
a Trump Tax on families, raising their costs
by nearly $4,000 per year and devastating
small businesses, forcing them to raise prices
or lay off staff. It is a dangerous, foolish ex-
ercise that is wreaking havoc on the Amer-
ican economy and could very well tee up a
recession. If the president doesn’t back off,
Congress must take action—the Senate has
already taken action to provide relief from
tariffs on Canada, and the House should fol-
low immediately.

Remember, this resolution affects
Canada. Nobody understands what the
heck the President is doing with Can-
ada. It was bipartisan. It got four Re-
publican votes and passed the Senate.
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So the Senate has done its part. Now
the Speaker must act if he cares about
avoiding a recession, if he cares about
American families.

I am confident that if Speaker JOHN-
SON were to put the Senate’s Canada
resolution on the floor, the bipartisan
resolution we passed, that it would
pass the House as well.

———

RESOLUTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, in an
additional matter, this morning, I am
proud to be joining Senators WYDEN,
KAINE, as well as Senators SHAHEEN,
WELCH, and Senator PAUL to introduce
another resolution that would put a
halt on all of Donald Trump’s global
policies. The resolution we passed dealt
with Canada. This deals with all of the
global tariffs. I am very proud to co-
sponsor this legislation.

The Senate has the power and au-
thority to stop this madness, and we
have a duty to act in a bipartisan way
to repeal these tariffs.

As you know, the previous resolution
by Senator KAINE got four Republican
votes here in the Senate. Our resolu-
tion, this resolution, would terminate
the emergency that Donald Trump has
declared in order to slap tariffs on 49
percent of products Americans buy
from other countries. It would termi-
nate that.

Again, instead of picking a fight with
the entire world, Donald Trump should
be focused on going after America’s ac-
tual adversaries.

The Senate has the power and au-
thority to stop Donald Trump’s tariff
madness. We Senate Democrats intend
on making sure the Senate gets the
chance to exercise that power.

Senator WYDEN’s resolution is privi-
leged and will be able to go to the floor
of the Senate.

BUDGET

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now
on the budget, we are not even 100 days
into Donald Trump’s second term, and
his Presidency is already a dumpster
fire. His tariffs were one of the largest
tax hikes on American families in half
a century since the Vietnam war. His
bumbling trade war wiped trillions of
dollars from American retirement sav-
ings.

Meanwhile, Elon Musk is crashing
the Social Security website, shutting
down local offices, and disconnecting
phone services. All these closures and
firings show his real desire is to deci-
mate Social Security.

In March, employment for U.S. small
businesses with 1 to 9 employees de-
creased by 98,000 jobs. Consumer con-
fidence is at a 4-year low. Outlook for
the economy is at a 12-year—a 12-
year—low. The odds of a recession are
at 60 percent. Some have argued—
Larry Fink—that the recession has al-
ready started, according to the CEOs
he has talked to.

What are Republicans in Congress
doing about all this chaos, all this
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mess, all this severe harm to American
families? Here is their answer: Cut
taxes for billionaires. And why are
they doing that? How are they going to
pay for that? By taking away Ameri-
cans’ healthcare, making it harder for
working families to put food on the
table, slashing veterans’ assistance and
help for rural communities, kids, and
Americans with disabilities.

With the threats of a recession on the
rise because of these tariffs, do House
Republicans really want to sign their
name on a bill that adds $37 trillion to
the deficit? They should tread care-
fully.

I said last Friday that for all the
hand-wringing so far, the hard part for
Republicans remains in front of them.

The Republican agenda suffers from a
fatal flaw. Its various pieces are all un-
popular on their own, but when pieced
together, it is even worse. That is why
the Republicans are having such trou-
ble coming together. It is not even to
deal with Democrats, the House and
Senate Republicans are at loggerheads.

Members within each Republican
caucus are at loggerheads. Why? Be-
cause the two policies are both unpopu-
lar. Slashing Medicaid, reducing taxes
on billionaires—Americans don’t like
it so the Republicans are tying them-
selves in a knot in trying to get this
done, against the will of the American
people.

Republicans in Congress want to cut
taxes for billionaires and pay for it by
taking away Americans’ healthcare,
making it harder for working families
to put food on the table. This is incred-
ible.

With the threats of a recession on the
rise because of these tariffs, do House
Republicans really want to sign their
name to this bill, as I said before?

The bottom line is, sooner or later,
Republicans are going to have to face
the music. There aren’t enough proce-
dural gimmicks in the world to change
the reality. The Republican agenda on
both sides—slashing programs like
healthcare people need, tax cuts for
billionaires, it is unpopular on both
sides. It is not going to get any more
popular moving forward, and the Re-
publicans will have to tie themselves
in lots of pretzel knots to even get a
bill passed—such a highly unpopular
bill passed.

———
SOCIAL SECURITY

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on So-
cial Security, a few days ago, Vice
President JD VANCE claimed that 40
percent of people calling to get their
Social Security ‘‘are committing
fraud’—40 percent. First, it was Elon
Musk calling Social Security a Ponzi
scheme. Then Donald Trump spent 10
minutes in his congressional address
talking about checks to 150-year-olds,
which we all know is a lie. And now the
Vice President has picked up the ax
and is coming for Social Security too.

We need to be very clear: What the
Vice President said was malicious
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disinformation. His statement is factu-
ally incorrect. In the words of the
Washington Post, it is ‘‘absurdity on
its face—the kind of twisted logic that
turns up at the end of a long game of
telephone tag.”

Well, we all know what game they
are playing. Donald Trump and his
inner circle are howling about fraud
with the hopes of discrediting Social
Security entirely. Never mind there is
no rampant fraud within Social Secu-
rity; they just want to cut people’s
benefits. Never mind that it is pop-
ular—overwhelmingly popular—with
Democrats, Republicans, liberals, con-
servatives, rural people, suburban peo-
ple, urban people.

Why are they doing this, then? Why
are they going after something that
has been as sacred as Social Security
since Franklin Roosevelt put the pro-
gram together? Why? It is simple: So
they can cut taxes for the rich.

This is a heist. If JD VANCE had any
intellectual honesty, he would ac-
knowledge he was wrong when he said
‘40 percent of the people who are call-
ing are actually committing fraud,”
but I am not holding my breath.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to use a prop dur-
ing my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

THE ECONOMY

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
come to the floor having just listened
to my colleague, the senior Senator
from New York, the minority leader,
talk about the upcoming efforts from
the Republicans with regard to Amer-
ica’s economy.

And if you ask me what is the No. 1
goal of the legislation that is being
proposed, it is we want to prevent a $4
trillion tax increase that will hit every
working family in this country that
the Democrats are for.

So he goes on and on about different
things in the bill. Let’s get down to the
purpose of the bill, and it is to prevent
a $4 trillion tax increase that the
Democrats support.

———
COAL

Mr. BARRASSO. But, Mr. President,
I come to the floor today to talk about
a different topic, and that topic is
coal—and, specifically, Wyoming coal,
which is world-class coal, clean coal,
low-sulfur coal.

This is Wyoming coal. We need more
of it—not less of it—to power our Na-
tion. It is available, affordable, and re-
liable. This has powered our Nation for



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-06T14:21:05-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




