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of S. 470, a bill to amend the CARES 
Act to remove a requirement on lessors 
to provide notice to vacate, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 502 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. LUJÁN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 502, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to restore 
State authority to waive for certain fa-
cilities the 35-mile rule for designating 
critical access hospitals under the 
Medicare program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 522 
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 522, a bill to amend the Federal 
Credit Union Act to modify the fre-
quency of board of directors meetings, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 525 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

names of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. SHEEHY) and the Senator from 
West Virginia (Mr. JUSTICE) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 525, a bill to trans-
fer the functions, duties, responsibil-
ities, assets, liabilities, orders, deter-
minations, rules, regulations, permits, 
grants, loans, contracts, agreements, 
certificates, licenses, and privileges of 
the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development relating to im-
plementing and administering the Food 
for Peace Act to the Department of Ag-
riculture. 

S. 529 
At the request of Mr. WARNOCK, the 

names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. ALSOBROOKS) and the Senator 
from New Mexico (Mr. LUJÁN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 529, a bill to 
limit cost-sharing for prescription 
drugs, and for other purposes. 

S. 567 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. KIM) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 567, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal, collectively, to the 
First Rhode Island Regiment, in rec-
ognition of their dedicated service dur-
ing the Revolutionary War. 

S. 780 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. LUJÁN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 780, a bill to amend the Truth in 
Lending Act to address certain issues 
relating to the extension of consumer 
credit, and for other purposes. 

S. 873 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 873, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to preserve and re-
capitalize the fighter aircraft capabili-
ties of the Air Force and its reserve 
components, and for other purposes. 

S. 883 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the name of the Senator from 

Ohio (Mr. HUSTED) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 883, a bill to amend the 
Natural Gas Act to allow the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission to ap-
prove or deny applications for the 
siting, construction, expansion, or op-
eration of facilities to export or import 
natural gas, and for other purposes. 

S. 948 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. GALLEGO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 948, a bill to reauthorize the 
HOME Investment Partnerships Pro-
gram, and for other purposes. 

S. 951 
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. KIM) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 951, a bill to revise sections 552, 1461, 
and 1462 of title 18, United States Code, 
and section 305 of the Tariff Act of 1930 
(19 U.S.C. 1305), and for other purposes. 

S. 978 
At the request of Mrs. MOODY, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 978, a bill to amend the National 
Housing Act to establish a mortgage 
insurance program for first responders, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1032 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the names of the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. COONS) and the Senator from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1032, a bill to 
amend title 10, United States Code, to 
provide for concurrent receipt of vet-
erans’ disability compensation and re-
tired pay for disability retirees with 
combat-related disabilities, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1056 
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1056, a bill to establish a 
home-based telemental health care 
grant program for purposes of increas-
ing mental health and substance use 
services in rural medically underserved 
populations and for individuals in 
farming, fishing, and forestry occupa-
tions. 

S. 1110 
At the request of Mr. HUSTED, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1110, a bill to require the use 
of artificial intelligence to review 
agency regulations, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1154 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1154, a bill to provide 
protections for employees of, former 
employees of, and applicants for em-
ployment with Federal agencies, con-
tractors, and grantees whose right to 
petition or furnish information to Con-
gress is interfered with or denied. 

S. 1186 
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 

the name of the Senator from New 

Mexico (Mr. LUJÁN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1186, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
apply prescription drug inflation re-
bates to drugs furnished in the com-
mercial market and to change the base 
year for rebate calculations. 

S.J. RES. 24 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as 
a cosponsor of S.J. Res. 24, a joint reso-
lution providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency relating to ‘‘National 
Emission Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants: Rubber Tire Manufac-
turing’’. 

S.J. RES. 37 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. WELCH) and the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. KIM) were added as cospon-
sors of S.J. Res. 37, a joint resolution 
terminating the national emergency 
declared to impose duties on articles 
imported from Canada. 

S.J. RES. 44 
At the request of Mrs. MOODY, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 44, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Department of Energy relating to 
‘‘Energy Conservation Program: En-
ergy Conservation Standards for Com-
mercial Refrigerators, Freezers, and 
Refrigerator-Freezers’’. 

S. RES. 66 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. KIM) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 66, a resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of ‘‘Career and Tech-
nical Education Month’’. 

S. RES. 147 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 147, a resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that Congress 
should take all appropriate measures 
to ensure that the United States Postal 
Service remains an independent estab-
lishment of the Federal Government 
and is not subject to privatization. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. MARSHALL, and 
Ms. SMITH): 

S. 1230. A bill to amend the Agricul-
tural Trade Act of 1978 to preserve for-
eign markets for goods using common 
names, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 
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S. 1230 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Safe-
guarding American Food and Export Trade 
Yields Act of 2025’’ or the ‘‘SAFETY Act of 
2025’’. 
SEC. 2. PRESERVING FOREIGN MARKETS FOR 

GOODS USING COMMON NAMES. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 102 of the Agri-

cultural Trade Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 5602) is 
amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 
by striking ‘‘As used in this Act—’’ and in-
serting ‘‘In this Act:’’; 

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through 
(8) as paragraphs (3), (5), (6), (7), (8), (9), and 
(4), respectively, and reordering accordingly; 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(2) COMMON NAME.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘common 

name’ means a name that— 
‘‘(i) is ordinarily or customarily used for 

an agricultural commodity or food product; 
‘‘(ii) is typically placed on the packaging 

and product label of the agricultural com-
modity or food product; 

‘‘(iii) with respect to wine— 
‘‘(I) is— 
‘‘(aa) ordinarily or customarily used for a 

wine grape varietal name; or 
‘‘(bb) a traditional term or expression that 

is typically placed on the packaging and 
label of the wine; and 

‘‘(II) does not mean any appellation of ori-
gin for wine listed in subpart C of part 9 of 
title 27, Code of Federal Regulations (or suc-
cessor regulations); and 

‘‘(iv) the use of which is consistent with 
standards of the Codex Alimentarius Com-
mission. 

‘‘(B) EXAMPLES.—The following names 
shall be considered common names under 
subparagraph (A): 

‘‘(i) With respect to food products: 
‘‘(I) American. 
‘‘(II) Asiago. 
‘‘(III) Basmati. 
‘‘(IV) Black forest ham. 
‘‘(V) Bologna. 
‘‘(VI) Bratwurst. 
‘‘(VII) Chevre. 
‘‘(VIII) Chorizo. 
‘‘(IX) Colby. 
‘‘(X) Feta. 
‘‘(XI) Fontina. 
‘‘(XII) Gorgonzola. 
‘‘(XIII) Grana. 
‘‘(XIV) Gruyere. 
‘‘(XV) Kielbasa. 
‘‘(XVI) Limburger and Limburgo. 
‘‘(XVII) Mascarpone. 
‘‘(XVIII) Monterey and Monterey jack. 
‘‘(XIX) Mortadella. 
‘‘(XX) Munster and muenster. 
‘‘(XXI) Neufchatel. 
‘‘(XXII) Parmesan. 
‘‘(XXIII) Pecorino. 
‘‘(XXIV) Pepper Jack. 
‘‘(XXV) Prosciutto. 
‘‘(XXVI) Ricotta. 
‘‘(XXVII) Romano. 
‘‘(XXVIII) Salami. 
‘‘(XXIX) Swiss. 
‘‘(ii) With respect to wine: 
‘‘(I) The list of grape varietal terms in sec-

tion 4.91 of title 27, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or a successor regulation). 

‘‘(II) The grape variety designations ad-
ministratively approved by the Alcohol and 
Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau. 

‘‘(III) The following nonvarietal 
descriptors: 

‘‘(aa) Chateau. 

‘‘(bb) Classic. 
‘‘(cc) Clos. 
‘‘(dd) Cream. 
‘‘(ee) Crusted and Crusting. 
‘‘(ff) Noble. 
‘‘(gg) Ruby. 
‘‘(hh) Sur lie. 
‘‘(ii) Tawny. 
‘‘(jj) Vintage. 
‘‘(kk) Vintage character. 
‘‘(iii) With respect to beer: 
‘‘(I) Bitter. 
‘‘(II) Pale Ale. 
‘‘(III) India Pale Ale. 
‘‘(IV) Mild. 
‘‘(V) Porter. 
‘‘(VI) Stout. 
‘‘(VII) Barleywine. 
‘‘(VIII) Dubbel. 
‘‘(IX) Quadrupel. 
‘‘(X) Witbier. 
‘‘(XI) Saison. 
‘‘(XII) Biere de Garde. 
‘‘(XIII) Oud Red. 
‘‘(XIV) Altbier. 
‘‘(XV) Weisse. 
‘‘(XVI) Gose. 
‘‘(XVII) Hefeweizen. 
‘‘(XVIII) Dunkel. 
‘‘(XIX) Helles. 
‘‘(XX) Rauchbier. 
‘‘(XXI) Pilsener. 
‘‘(XXII) Maerzen. 
‘‘(XXIII) Schwarzbier. 
‘‘(XXIV) Doppelbock. 
‘‘(XXV) Bock. 
‘‘(XXVI) Kellerbier. 
‘‘(XXVII) Munchener and Munich style. 
‘‘(XXVIII) Oktoberfest. 
‘‘(XXIX) Dortmunder. 
‘‘(XXX) Kolsch and Koelsch. 
‘‘(XXXI) Budejovick′e pivo (Budweiser 

beer). 
‘‘(XXXII) Cream. 
‘‘(XXXIII) Grodziskie. 
‘‘(XXXIV) Jerez and sherry. 
‘‘(XXXV) Lager. 
‘‘(C) CONSIDERATIONS.—In making a deter-

mination under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary may take into account— 

‘‘(i) competent sources, such as diction-
aries, newspapers, professional journals and 
literature, and information posted on 
websites that are determined by the Sec-
retary to be reliable in reporting market in-
formation; 

‘‘(ii) the use of the common name in a do-
mestic, regional, or international product 
standard, including a standard promulgated 
by the Codex Alimentarius Commission, for 
the agricultural commodity or food product; 
and 

‘‘(iii) the ordinary and customary use of 
the common name in the production or mar-
keting of the agricultural commodity or food 
product in the United States or in other 
countries.’’; and 

(4) in paragraph (7) (as so redesignated), in 
subparagraph (A)— 

(A) in clause (v), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 
end; 

(B) in clause (vi), by striking the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(vii) prohibits or disallows the use of the 

common name of an agricultural commodity 
or food product of the United States.’’. 

(b) NEGOTIATIONS TO DEFEND USE OF COM-
MON NAMES.—Title III of the Agricultural 
Trade Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 5652 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 303. NEGOTIATIONS TO DEFEND THE USE 

OF COMMON NAMES. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall co-

ordinate efforts with the United States 
Trade Representative to secure the right of 
United States agricultural producers, proc-
essors, and exporters to use common names 

for agricultural commodities or food prod-
ucts in foreign markets through the negotia-
tion of bilateral, plurilateral, or multilateral 
agreements, memoranda of understanding, or 
exchanges of letters that assure the current 
and future use of each common name in con-
nection with United States agricultural com-
modities or food products. 

‘‘(b) BRIEFING.—The Secretary and the 
United States Trade Representative shall 
jointly provide to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Finance of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Agriculture of the 
House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means of the House of 
Representatives a semi-annual briefing on 
their efforts and success in carrying out sub-
section (a).’’. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
ROUNDS, and Mr. KING): 

S. 1233. A bill to provide lawful per-
manent resident status for certain ad-
vanced STEM degree holders, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1233 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Keep STEM 
Talent Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. VISA REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) GRADUATE DEGREE VISA REQUIRE-
MENTS.—To be approved for or maintain non-
immigrant status under section 101(a)(15)(F) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(F)), a student seeking to 
pursue an advanced degree in a STEM field 
(as defined in section 201(b)(1)(F)(ii) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1151(b)(1)(F)(ii))) (as amended by section 3(a)) 
for a degree at the master’s level or higher 
at a United States institution of higher edu-
cation (as defined in section 101(a) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001(a)) must apply for admission prior to be-
ginning such advanced degree program. 

(b) STRENGTHENED VETTING PROCESS.—The 
Secretary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State shall establish procedures to 
ensure that aliens described in subsection (a) 
are admissible pursuant to section 
212(a)(3)(A) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(3)(A)). Such proce-
dures shall ensure that such aliens seeking 
admission from within the United States un-
dergo verification of academic credentials, 
comprehensive background checks, and 
interviews in a manner equivalent to that of 
an alien seeking admission from outside of 
the United States. To the greatest extent 
practicable, the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity and the Secretary of State shall also 
take steps to ensure that such applications 
for admission are processed in a timely man-
ner to allow the pursuit of graduate edu-
cation. 

(c) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State shall submit an annual re-
port to the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the Senate and the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives detailing 
the implementation and effectiveness of the 
requirement for foreign graduate students 
pursuing advanced degrees in STEM fields to 
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seek admission prior to pursuing a graduate 
degree program. The report shall include 
data on visa application volumes, processing 
times, security outcomes, and economic im-
pacts. 
SEC. 3. LAWFUL PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS 

FOR CERTAIN ADVANCED STEM DE-
GREE HOLDERS. 

(a) ALIENS NOT SUBJECT TO DIRECT NUMER-
ICAL LIMITATIONS.—Section 201(b)(1) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1151(b)(1)) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(F)(i) Aliens who— 
‘‘(I) have earned a degree in a STEM field 

at the master’s level or higher while phys-
ically present in the United States from a 
United States institution of higher edu-
cation (as defined in section 101(a) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001(a))) accredited by an accrediting entity 
recognized by the Department of Education; 

‘‘(II) have an offer of employment from, or 
are employed by, a United States employer 
to perform work that is directly related to 
such degree at a rate of pay that is higher 
than the median wage level for the occupa-
tional classification in the area of employ-
ment, as determined by the Secretary of 
Labor; 

‘‘(III) have an approved labor certification 
under section 212(a)(5)(A)(i); or 

‘‘(IV) are the spouses and children of aliens 
described in subclauses (I) through (III) who 
are accompanying or following to join such 
aliens. 

‘‘(ii) In this subparagraph, the term ‘STEM 
field’ means a field of science, technology, 
engineering, or mathematics described in the 
most recent version of the Classification of 
Instructional Programs of the Department of 
Education taxonomy under the summary 
group of— 

‘‘(I) computer and information sciences 
and support services; 

‘‘(II) engineering; 
‘‘(III) mathematics and statistics; 
‘‘(IV) biological and biomedical sciences; 
‘‘(V) physical sciences; 
‘‘(VI) agriculture sciences; or 
‘‘(VII) natural resources and conservation 

sciences.’’. 
(b) PROCEDURE FOR GRANTING IMMIGRATION 

STATUS.—Section 204(a)(1)(F) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1154(a)(1)(F)) is amended by striking 
‘‘203(b)(2)’’ and all that follows through ‘‘At-
torney General’’ and inserting ‘‘203(b)(2), 
203(b)(3), or 201(b)(1)(F) may file a petition 
with the Secretary of Homeland Security’’. 

(c) LABOR CERTIFICATION.—Section 
212(a)(5)(D) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(5)(D)) is amended 
by inserting ‘‘section 201(b)(1)(F) or under’’ 
after ‘‘adjustment of status under’’. 

(d) DUAL INTENT FOR F NONIMMIGRANTS 
SEEKING ADVANCED STEM DEGREES AT 
UNITED STATES INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDU-
CATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sections 
101(a)(15)(F)(i) and 214(b) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(F)(i) 
and 1184(b)), an alien who is a bona fide stu-
dent admitted to a program in a STEM field 
(as defined in subparagraph (F)(ii) of section 
201(b)(1) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1151(b)(1))) for a degree at the 
master’s level or higher at a United States 
institution of higher education (as defined in 
section 101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))) accredited by an ac-
crediting entity recognized by the Depart-
ment of Education may obtain a student 
visa, be admitted to the United States as a 
nonimmigrant student, or extend or change 
nonimmigrant status to pursue such degree 
even if such alien seeks lawful permanent 
resident status in the United States. 

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
subsection may be construed to modify or 
amend section 101(a)(15)(F)(i) or 214(b) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)(F)(i) or 1184(b)), or any regulation 
interpreting such authorities for an alien 
who is not described in this subsection. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 149—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2025 AS ‘‘SECOND 
CHANCE MONTH’’ 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. MARKEY, and Mrs. CAPITO) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 149 

Whereas every individual is endowed with 
human dignity and value; 

Whereas redemption and second chances 
are values of the United States; 

Whereas millions of citizens of the United 
States have a criminal record; 

Whereas hundreds of thousands of individ-
uals return to their communities from Fed-
eral and State prisons every year; 

Whereas individuals returning from Fed-
eral and State prisons have paid their debt 
for committing crimes but still face signifi-
cant legal and societal barriers (referred to 
in this preamble as ‘‘collateral con-
sequences’’); 

Whereas collateral consequences for an in-
dividual returning from a Federal or State 
prison are mandatory and take effect auto-
matically, regardless of— 

(1) whether there is a nexus between the 
crime and public safety; 

(2) the seriousness of the crime; 
(3) the time that has passed since the indi-

vidual committed the crime; or 
(4) the efforts of the individual to make 

amends or earn back the trust of the public; 
Whereas, for individuals returning to their 

communities from Federal and State pris-
ons, gaining meaningful employment is one 
of the most significant predictors of success-
ful reentry and has been shown to reduce fu-
ture criminal activity; 

Whereas many individuals who have been 
incarcerated struggle to find employment 
and access capital to start a small business 
because of collateral consequences, which 
are sometimes not directly related to the of-
fenses the individuals committed or any 
proven public safety benefit; 

Whereas many States have laws that pro-
hibit an individual with a criminal record 
from working in certain industries or obtain-
ing professional licenses; 

Whereas, in addition to employment, edu-
cation has also been shown to be a signifi-
cant predictor of successful reentry for indi-
viduals returning from Federal and State 
prisons; 

Whereas an individual with a criminal 
record often has a lower level of educational 
attainment than the general population and 
has significant difficulty acquiring admis-
sion to, and funding for, educational pro-
grams; 

Whereas an individual who has been con-
victed of certain crimes is often barred from 
receiving the financial aid necessary to ac-
quire additional skills and knowledge 
through some formal educational programs; 

Whereas an individual with a criminal 
record— 

(1) faces collateral consequences in secur-
ing a place to live; and 

(2) is often barred from seeking access to 
public housing; 

Whereas collateral consequences can pre-
vent millions of individuals in the United 
States from contributing fully to their fami-
lies and communities; 

Whereas collateral consequences can have 
an impact on public safety by contributing 
to recidivism; 

Whereas collateral consequences have par-
ticularly impacted underserved communities 
of color and community rates of employ-
ment, housing stability, and recidivism; 

Whereas the inability to find gainful em-
ployment and other collateral consequences 
of conviction inhibit the economic mobility 
of an individual with a criminal record, 
which can negatively impact the well-being 
of the children and families of the individual 
for generations; 

Whereas the bipartisan First Step Act of 
2018 (Public Law 115–391; 132 Stat. 5194) was 
signed into law on December 21, 2018, to in-
crease opportunities for individuals incarcer-
ated in Federal prisons to participate in 
meaningful recidivism reduction programs 
and prepare for their second chances; 

Whereas the programs authorized by the 
Second Chance Act of 2007 (Public Law 110– 
199; 122 Stat. 657)— 

(1) have provided reentry services to more 
than 442,000 individuals in 49 States and the 
District of Columbia since the date of enact-
ment of the Act; and 

(2) were reauthorized by the First Step Act 
of 2018 (Public Law 115–391; 132 Stat. 5194); 

Whereas the anniversary of the death of 
Charles Colson, who used his second chance 
following his incarceration for a Watergate- 
related crime to found Prison Fellowship, 
the largest program in the United States 
that provides outreach to prisoners, former 
prisoners, and their families, falls on April 
21; and 

Whereas the designation of April as ‘‘Sec-
ond Chance Month’’ may contribute to— 

(1) increased public awareness about— 
(A) the impact of collateral con-

sequences; and 
(B) the need for closure for individuals 

with a criminal record who have paid their 
debt; and 
(2) opportunities for individuals, employ-

ers, congregations, and communities to ex-
tend second chances to those individuals: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 2025 as ‘‘Second Chance 

Month’’; 
(2) honors the work of communities, gov-

ernmental institutions, nonprofit organiza-
tions, congregations, employers, and individ-
uals to remove unnecessary legal and soci-
etal barriers that prevent individuals with 
criminal records from becoming productive 
members of society; and 

(3) calls upon the people of the United 
States to observe Second Chance Month 
through actions and programs that— 

(A) promote awareness of those unneces-
sary legal and social barriers; and 

(B) provide closure for individuals with a 
criminal record who have paid their debt. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 150—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF ‘‘COUNTERING INTER-
NATIONAL PARENTAL CHILD AB-
DUCTION MONTH’’ AND EXPRESS-
ING THE SENSE OF THE SENATE 
THAT CONGRESS SHOULD RAISE 
AWARENESS OF THE HARM 
CAUSED BY INTERNATIONAL PA-
RENTAL CHILD ABDUCTION 
Mr. TILLIS (for himself and Mr. 

MURPHY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 
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