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Section 1. Unless otherwise authorized by
law or waived pursuant to Section 6, herein,
no payment or reimbursement will be made
from the contingent fund of the Senate for
any official expenses incurred by any Senate
committee (standing, select, joint, or spe-
cial), commission, administrative office, or
other authorized Senate activity whose
funds are disbursed by the Secretary of the
Senate, in excess of $50, unless the voucher
submitted for such expenses is accompanied
by documentation, and the voucher is cer-
tified by the properly designated staff mem-
ber and approved by the Chairman or elected
Senate Officer. The designation of such staff
members for certification shall be done by
means of a letter to the Chairman of the
Committee on Rules and Administration.
“‘Official expenses,’”” for the purposes of these
regulations, means ordinary and necessary
business expenses in support of a commit-
tee’s or administrative office’s official du-
ties.

Section 2. Such documentation should con-
sist of invoices, bills, statements, receipts,
or other evidence of expenses incurred, and
should include ALL of the following informa-
tion:

(a) date expense was incurred;

(b) the amount of the expense;

(c) the product or service that was pro-
vided;

(d) the vendor providing the product or
service;

(e) the address of the vendor; and

(f) the person or office to whom the prod-
uct or service was provided.

Expenses being claimed should reflect only
current charges. Original copies of docu-
mentation should be submitted. However,
legible facsimiles will be accepted.

Section 3. Official expenses of $50 or less
must either be documented or must be
itemized in sufficient detail so as to leave no
doubt of the identity of, and the amount
spent for, each item. However, hotel bills or
other evidence of lodging costs will be con-
sidered necessary in support of per diem ex-
penses and cannot be itemized.

Section 4. Documentation for services ren-
dered on a contract fee basis shall consist of
a contract status report form available from
the Disbursing Office. However, other ex-
penses authorized expressly in the contract
will be subject to the documentation re-
quirements set forth in these regulations.

Section 5. No documentation will be re-
quired for the following expenses:

(a) salary reimbursement for compensation
on a ‘“When Actually Employed” basis;

(b) reimbursement of official travel in a
privately owned vehicle;

(c) foreign travel expenses incurred by offi-
cial congressional delegations, pursuant to
S. Res. 179, 95th Congress, 1st session;

(d) expenses for receptions of foreign dig-
nitaries, pursuant to S. Res. 247, 87th Con-
gress, 2nd session, as amended; and

(e) expenses for receptions of foreign dig-
nitaries pursuant to Sec. 2 of P.L. 100-71 ef-
fective July 11, 1987.

Section 6. In special circumstances, the
Committee on Rules and Administration
may require documentation for expenses in-
curred of $50 or less, or authorize payment of
expenses incurred in excess of $50 without
documentation.

Section 7. Cash advances from the Dis-
bursing Office are to be used for travel and
petty cash expenses only. No more than $5000
may be outstanding at one time for Senate
committees or administrative offices, unless
otherwise authorized by law or resolution,
and no more than $300 of that amount may
be used for a petty cash fund. The individual
receiving the cash advance will be personally
liable. The Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration may, in special instances, increase
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these non-statutory limits upon written re-
quest by the Chairman of that committee
and proper justification.

Section 8. Documentation of petty cash ex-
penses shall be listed on an official petty
cash itemization sheet available from the
Disbursing Office and should include ALL of
the following information:

(a) date expense was incurred;

(b) amount of expense;

(c) product or service provided; and

(d) the person incurring the expense
(payee).

Each sheet must be signed by the Senate
employee receiving cash and an authorizing
official (i.e., someone other than the em-
ployee(s) authorized to certify vouchers).
Original receipts or facsimiles must accom-
pany the itemization sheet for petty cash ex-
penses over $50.

Section 9. Petty cash funds should be used
for the following incidental expenses:

(a) postage;

(b) delivery expenses;

(c) interdepartmental transportation (re-
imbursements as defined in United States
Senate Travel Regulations);

(d) single copies of publications (not sub-
scriptions);

(e) office supplies not available in the Sen-
ate Stationery Room; and

(f) official telephone calls made from a
staff member’s residence or toll charges in-
curred within a staff member’s duty station.

Petty cash funds should not be used for the
procurement of equipment.

Section 10. Committees are encouraged to
maintain a separate checking account only
for the purpose of a petty cash fund and with
a balance not in excess of $300.

Section 11. Vouchers for the reimburse-
ment of official travel expenses to a com-
mittee chairman or member, officer, em-
ployee, contractor, detailee, or witness shall
be accompanied by an ‘‘Expense Summary
Report—Travel” signed by such person.
Vouchers for the reimbursement to any such
individual for official expenses other than
travel expenses shall be accompanied by an
“Expense Summary Report—Non-Travel”’
signed by such person.

———

U.S. SENATE CHAMBER AND
GALLERIES REGULATIONS

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD updated
U.S. Senate Chamber and Galleries
Regulations.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

UNITED STATES SENATE CHAMBER AND GAL-
LERIES REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY THE COM-
MITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION ON
DECEMBER 31, 2024, PURSUANT TO RULE
XXXIII OF THE STANDING RULES OF THE
SENATE

1.0 ScorPE—These regulations are applica-
ble only to the Senate Chamber and Gal-
leries.

2.0 DEFINITIONS—For purposes of these
regulations, the following terms have the
meaning specified.

2.1 Cloakroom means the two spaces, one
assigned to the majority party and one as-
signed to the minority party, adjacent to the
Senate Chamber.

2.2 Galleries means the ten seating gal-
leries located in the Senate Chamber.

2.3 Marble Room means the Senators
meeting room adjacent to the Senate Lobby.

2.4 Proprietary items means any item
customized for the Senate Chamber, Senate
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Lobby, or Marble Room including but not
limited to patterned carpeting, drapes, wall
panels, and furnishings.

2.5 Rules Committee means the U.S. Sen-
ate Committee on Rules and Administration.

2.6 Senate Chamber means the space that
encompasses the Senate Floor and Galleries.

2.7 Senate Floor means the floor of the
Senate Chamber.

2.8 Senate Lobby means the hallway
space adjoining the Senate Chamber to the
Marble Room.

2.9 SAA means the Sergeant at Arms of
the Senate.

3.0 SAA CHAMBER AND GALLERIES DU-
TIES—The SAA, under the direction of the
Presiding Officer, shall be the Executive Of-
ficer of the body for the enforcement of all
rules made by the Rules Committee for the
regulation of the Senate Chamber and Gal-
leries.

3.1 The Senate Floor shall be at all times
under the SAA’s immediate supervision, and
the SAA shall see that the various subordi-
nate officers of the Office of the SAA per-
form the duties to which they are especially
assigned.

3.2 The SAA shall see that the messengers
assigned to the doors upon the Senate Floor
are at their posts and that the Senate Floor,
Cloakrooms, and Senate Lobby are cleared
at least five minutes before the opening of
daily sessions of all persons not entitled to
remain there.

3.3 In the absence of the SAA the duties of
the office, so far as they pertain to the en-
forcement of the rules, shall devolve upon
the Deputy SAA.

4.0 MESSENGERS ACTING AS ASSISTANT
DOORKEEPERS—The messengers acting as As-
sistant Doorkeepers shall be assigned to
their duties by the SAA.

5.0 ASSIGNMENT OF MAJORITY AND MINOR-
ITY SECRETARIES—The secretary for the ma-
jority and the secretary for the minority
shall be assigned, during the daily sessions of
the Senate, to duty upon the Senate Floor.

6.0 USE OF THE SENATE CHAMBER—When
the Senate is not sitting in session or other-
wise using the Chamber for some function of
the Senate, no Senator shall seat any person
or persons in chairs of Senators other than
the chair assigned, no other persons shall
seat anyone in a chair of a Senator; and lec-
tures, talks, or speeches shall not be given at
such times to groups on the Senate Floor by
Senators or others except for the purpose of
explaining the Chamber.

7.0 USE OF THE MARBLE ROOM—No persons
shall be admitted to the Marble Room except
Senators.

8.0 USE OF THE CLOAKROOMS—NO persons
shall be admitted to the Cloakrooms except
those entitled to the privileges of the Senate
Floor under the Rule XXIII of the Standing
Rules of the Senate.

9.0 USE OF THE SENATE LOBBY—NOo persons
shall be admitted to the Senate Lobby ex-
cept those entitled to the privileges of the
Senate Floor under the Rule XXIII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate.

10.0 USE OF PROPRIETARY ITEMS—The only
authorized purchaser of proprietary items of
the U.S. Senate shall be the SAA, for routine
replacement in the Senate Chamber, Lobby,
Marble Room, and Galleries only. No other
entities may procure, obtain, copy, or use
proprietary items.

10.1 Any request to waive 10.0 shall be
submitted in writing to, and approved by,
the Rules Committee Chair and Ranking
Member.

11.0 USE OF DISPLAY MATERIALS IN THE
SENATE CHAMBER—Graphic displays in the
Senate Chamber are limited to charts, pho-
tographs, or renderings:

11.1 Size—No larger than 36 inches by 48
inches.
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11.2 Where—On an easel stand next to the
Senator’s desk or at the rear of the Chamber.

11.3 When—Only at the time the Senator
is engaged in debate.

11.4 Number—No more than two may be
displayed at a time.

12.0 DISPLAY OF FLOWERS IN THE SENATE
CHAMBER—Flowers are not permitted in the
Senate Chamber, except that upon receiving
notice of the death of a sitting Senator, the
majority leader and the minority leader of
the Senate may jointly permit a display of
flowers to be placed upon the desk of the de-
ceased Senator.

13.0 SOLICITATION AND COMMERCIAL ACTIVI-
TIES PROHIBITED—NO persons shall carry out
any of the following activities in the Senate
Chamber and Galleries: offer or expose any
article for sale; display a sign, placard, or
other form of advertisement; or solicit fares,
alms, subscriptions, or contributions.

14.0 LEGISLATIVE BUZZERS AND SIGNAL
LIGHTS—The system of legislative buzzers
and signal lights, which correspond with
rings if available, shall be as follows:

14.1 Pre-session signals:

14.1.1 One long ring at hour of convening.

14.1.2 One red light to remain lighted at
all times while Senate is in actual session.

14.2 Session signals:

14.2.1 One ring—Yeas and nays.

14.2.2 Two rings—quorum call.

14.2.3 Three rings—Call of absentees.

14.2.4 Four rings—Adjournment or recess.
(End of daily session.)

14.2.5 Five rings—Seven and a half min-
utes remaining on yea and nay vote.

14.2.6 Morning business concluded—Six
rings. Lights cut off immediately.

14.2.7 Recess during daily session—Six
rings. Lights stay on during period of recess.

15.0 TAKING OF PICTURES PROHIBITED; USE
OF MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT IN CHAMBER—The
taking of pictures of any kind is prohibited
in the Senate Chamber, the Marble Room,
the Senate Lobby, and the Senate Cloak-
rooms.

15.1 The majority leader and the minority
leader of the Senate may suspend 15.0 tempo-
rarily for the sole and specific purpose of
permitting the Senate Photographic Studio
to photograph the Senate in session, at a
date and time jointly agreed upon by the ma-
jority leader and the minority leader.

15.2 The Rules Committee Chair and
Ranking Member may suspend 15.0 tempo-
rarily, for the sole and specific purpose of
permitting the Senate Curator to take pho-
tographs in the Senate Chamber, Marble
Room, and Senate Lobby, as required to
complete the archival and administrative re-
sponsibilities of the Senate Curator, at a
date and time jointly agreed upon by the
Rules Committee Chair and Ranking Mem-
ber.

15.2.1 Photographs taken pursuant to 15.2
may be released upon written request to, and
the approval of, the Rules Committee Chair
and Ranking Member.

15.3 The SAA shall be authorized to admit
into the spaces defined in 15.0 such mechan-
ical equipment and/or devices which, in the
judgment of the SAA, are necessary and
proper in the conduct of official Senate busi-
ness and which by their presence shall not in
any way distract, interrupt, or inconven-
ience the business or Members of the Senate.

16.0 GALLERIES—The SAA shall keep
the aisles of the galleries clear and shall not
allow admittance into the galleries of more
than their seating capacity. The SAA shall
not permit any person to enter a gallery
with or carrying any firearms or dangerous
weapons except for law enforcement and
other personnel performing duties under the
direction of the Senate, or any package, bun-
dle, suitcase, briefcase, or camera; the SAA
shall not permit any person in any gallery to
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smoke, applaud, or commit any other type of
demonstration either by sound or sign; ex-
cept in the press, radio, television, and cor-
respondents’ galleries the SAA shall not per-
mit any person to read (except the Senate
seating diagram) or to write or take notes
(except credentialed employees of the Senate
when taking notes in the course of their em-
ployment); the SAA shall not permit any
person to take any picture or photograph or
to sketch or draw; the SAA shall not permit
any person to place any object whatsoever—
including hats, coats, or other personal ap-
parel—or portion of a person on any railing,
or any person to wear a hat, except that
where a person’s religious beliefs require
that person wear a head-cover in such public
places as the Senate Gallery, then such head-
cover shall be permitted; and the SAA shall
not allow any person to lean forward over
the railings or to place hands thereon. Food,
beverages, chewing gum, chewing tobacco,
and nicotine products are not permitted in
the galleries.

16.1 The galleries of the Senate shall be
set apart and occupied as follows:

16.1.1 Gallery 1—The gallery above the
northeastern corner of the Senate Chamber,
commonly referred to as the Staff Gallery, is
reserved for the use of credentialed employ-
ees of the Senate.

16.1.2 Gallery 2—The gallery above the
eastern entrance to the Senate Chamber,
commonly referred to as the Family Gallery,
is reserved for the exclusive use of the fami-
lies of Senators, former Presidents of the
United States, and incumbent Secretary and
SAA.

16.1.2.1 The first two rows of the gallery
are reserved for the spouses and other mem-
bers of the immediate families of Senators.

16.1.2.2 The remainder of the gallery is re-
served for the families of Senators and
guests visiting their families who shall be
designated by some member of the Senator’s
family, and for the families of former Presi-
dents of the United States, as well as fami-
lies of incumbent Secretary and SAA.

16.1.3 Gallery 3—The gallery over the
southeastern corner of the Senate Chamber,
commonly referred to as a Public Gallery, is
reserved for the use of persons holding a card
issued by a Senator.

16.1.3.1 The period to which such card of
admission shall be limited rests entirely in
the discretion of the Senator issuing it, ex-
cept that such cards shall expire at the end
of each session and cards of a different color
shall be furnished by the SAA for the fol-
lowing session.

16.1.3.2 The SAA shall in the SAA’s discre-
tion limit occupancy of the public galleries
to such periods as may be required to accom-
modate with reasonable expediency all card
bearers who are seeking admission.

16.1.4 Gallery 4—The gallery between Gal-
lery 3 and Gallery 5 on the south side of the
Senate Chamber, commonly referred to as
the Representatives’ Gallery, is reserved for
the use of Members of Congress of the House
of Representatives and their guests.

16.1.5 Gallery 5—The gallery over the
southern main entrance to the Senate Cham-
ber, commonly referred to as the Presi-
dential and Diplomatic Gallery, is reserved
for the use of the Diplomatic Corps, and no
person shall be admitted to it excepting the
Secretary of State, foreign ministers, their
families and Senators.

16.1.5.1 The first row on the eastern side
of this gallery shall be set apart for the use
of the President of the United States.

16.1.5.2 The second row on the eastern side
of this gallery shall be set apart for the use
of the Vice President of the United States.

16.1.5.3 The third row on the eastern side
of this gallery shall be set apart for the use
of the President pro tempore of the Senate.
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16.1.6 Gallery 6—The gallery between Gal-
lery 5 and Gallery 7 on the south side of the
Senate Chamber, commonly referred to as a
Public Gallery, is reserved for the use of
large guided tours and other special parties.

16.1.7 Gallery T7—The gallery over the
southwest corner of the Senate Chamber,
commonly referred to as the Accessible Gal-
lery, is reserved for the use of any guest, es-
pecially those who wish to avoid stairs, and
those who would like to view closed cap-
tioning television, or use an assisted listen-
ing device.

16.1.8 Gallery 8—The gallery over the west
entrance to the Senate Chamber, commonly
referred to as a Public Gallery, is reserved
for the use of persons holding a card issued
by a Senator.

16.1.8.1 The period to which such card of
admission shall be limited rests entirely in
the discretion of the Senator issuing it, ex-
cept that such cards shall expire at the end
of each session and cards of a different color
shall be furnished by the SAA for the fol-
lowing session.

16.1.8.2 The SAA shall in the SAA’s discre-
tion limit occupancy of the public galleries
to such periods as may be required to accom-
modate with reasonable expediency all card
bearers who are seeking admission.

16.1.9 Gallery 9—The gallery over the
northwest corner of the Senate Chamber,
commonly referred to as a Public Gallery, is
reserved for the use of persons holding a card
issued by a Senator.

16.1.9.1 The period to which such card of
admission shall be limited rests entirely in
the discretion of the Senator issuing it, ex-
cept that such cards shall expire at the end
of each session and cards of a different color
shall be furnished by the SAA for the fol-
lowing session.

16.1.9.2 The SAA shall in the SAA’s discre-
tion limit occupancy of the public galleries
to such periods as may be required to accom-
modate with reasonable expediency all card
bearers who are seeking admission.

16.1.10 Gallery 10—The gallery above the
Senate Floor dais on the north side of the
Senate Chamber including the front row of
Gallery 1 and the front row of Gallery 9,
commonly referred to as the Media Gallery,
is reserved for the exclusive use of the Press
Gallery, Radio and Television Correspond-
ents Gallery, Periodical Press Gallery, and
Press Photographers’ Gallery.

17.0 USE OF THE MEDIA GALLERY—Gallery
10, the Media Gallery shall be further set
apart and occupied as follows:

17.1 Press Gallery—The gallery in the
rear of the Vice President’s chair shall be set
apart for reporters of daily newspapers.

17.1.1 The administration of the Press
Gallery shall be vested in a Standing Com-
mittee of Correspondents elected by accred-
ited members of the gallery. The committee
shall consist of five persons elected to serve
for terms of two years: Provided, however,
that at the election in January 1951, the
three candidates receiving the highest num-
ber of votes shall serve for two years and the
remaining two for one year. Thereafter,
three members shall be elected in odd-num-
bered years and two in even-numbered years.
Elections shall be held in January. The com-
mittee shall elect its own chair and sec-
retary. Vacancies on the committee shall be
filled by special election to be called by the
Standing Committee.

17.1.2 Persons desiring admission to the
Press Gallery in the Senate wing shall make
application in accordance with Rule XXXIII
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, which
rule shall be interpreted and administered by
the Standing Committee of Correspondents,
subject to the review and approval by the
Rules Committee.

17.1.3 The Standing Committee of Cor-
respondents shall limit membership in the
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Press Gallery to bona fide correspondents of
repute in their profession, under such rules
as the Standing Committee of Correspond-
ents shall prescribe: Provided, however, that
the Standing Committee of Correspondents
shall admit to the Press Gallery no person
who does not establish to the satisfaction of
the Standing Committee all of the following:

17.1.3.1 That the person’s principal income
is obtained from news correspondence in-
tended for publication in newspapers entitled
to second-class mailing privileges.

17.1.3.2 That the person is not engaged in
paid publicity or promotion work or in pros-
ecuting any claim before Congress or before
any department of the Government, and will
not become so engaged while a member of
the Press Gallery.

17.1.3.3 That the person is not engaged in
any lobbying activity and will not become so
engaged while a member of the Press Gal-
lery.

17.1.4 Members of the families of cor-
respondents are not entitled to the privileges
of the Press Gallery.

17.1.5 The Standing Committee of Cor-
respondents shall propose no change or
changes in these rules except upon petition
in writing signed by not less than 100 accred-
ited members of the Press Gallery.

17.2 Radio and Television Correspondents
Gallery—The front row of Gallery 1 shall be
set apart for the use of the radio-television
correspondents.

17.2.1 Persons desiring admission to the
Radio and Television Correspondents Gallery
of the Senate shall make application to the
Rules Committee, as required by Rule XXIII
of the Standing Rules of the Senate; and
shall also state, in writing, the names of all
radio stations, television stations, systems,
or newsgathering organizations by which
they are employed; and what other occupa-
tion or employment they may have, if any;
and shall further declare that they are not
engaged in the prosecution of claims or pro-
motion of legislation pending before Con-
gress, the departments, or the independent
agencies, and that they will not become so
employed without resigning from the gal-
lery. They shall further declare that they are
not employed in any legislative or executive
department or independent agency of the
Government, or by any foreign government
or representative thereof; that they are not
engaged in any lobbying activities; that they
do not and will not, directly or indirectly,
furnish special information to any organiza-
tion, individual, or group of individuals, for
the influencing of prices on any commodity
or stock exchange; that they will not do so
during the time they retain membership in
the gallery. Holders of visitors’ cards who
may be allowed temporary admission to the
gallery must conform to all the restrictions
of this paragraph.

17.2.2 It shall be prerequisite to member-
ship that the radio station, television sta-
tion, system, or newsgathering agencies
which the applicants represent shall certify,
in writing, to the Radio and Television Cor-
respondents Gallery that the applicants con-
form to the foregoing regulations.

17.2.3 The applications required by the
above rule shall be authenticated in a man-
ner that shall be satisfactory to the Execu-
tive Committee of the Radio and Television
Correspondents Gallery, which shall see that
the occupation of the gallery is confined to
bona fide news gatherers and/or reporters of
reputable standing in their business who rep-
resent radio stations, television stations,
systems, or newsgathering agencies engaged
primarily in serving radio stations, tele-
vision stations, or systems. It shall be the
duty of the Executive Committee of the
Radio and Television Correspondents Gallery
to report, at its discretion, violation of privi-
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leges of the gallery to the Rules Committee,
and, pending action thereon, the offending
individual may be suspended.

17.2.4 Persons engaged in other occupa-
tions, whose chief attention is not given to—
or more than one-half of their earned income
is not derived from—the gathering or report-
ing of news for radio stations, television sta-
tions, systems, or newsgathering agencies
primarily serving radio stations, television
stations, or systems, shall not be entitled to
admission to the Radio and Television Cor-
respondents Gallery. The Radio and Tele-
vision Correspondents list in the Congres-
sional Directory shall be a list only of per-
sons whose chief attention is given to the
gathering and reporting of news for radio
stations, television stations, and systems en-
gaged in the daily dissemination of news,
and of representatives of newsgathering
agencies engaged in the daily service of news
to such radio stations, television stations, or
systems.

17.2.5 Members of the families of cor-
respondents are not entitled to the privileges
of the gallery.

17.2.6 The Radio and Television Cor-
respondents Gallery shall be under the con-
trol of the Executive Committee of the
Radio and Television Correspondents Gal-
lery, subject to the approval and supervision
of the Rules Committee.

17.3 Periodical Press Gallery—The front
row of Gallery 9 shall be set aside for the use
of the periodical press.

17.3.1 Persons eligible for admission to
the Periodical Press Gallery of the Senate
must be bona fide resident correspondents of
reputable standing, giving their chief atten-
tion to the gathering and reporting of news.
They shall state in writing the names of
their employers and their additional sources
of earned income; and they shall declare
that, while a member of the Gallery, they
will not act as an agent in the prosecution of
claims, and will not become engaged or as-
sist, directly or indirectly, in any lobbying,
promotion, advertising, or publicity activity
intended to influence Ilegislation or any
other action of the Congress, nor any matter
before any independent agency, or any de-
partment or other instrumentality of the Ex-
ecutive Branch; and that they will not act as
an agent for, or be employed by the federal,
or any state, local or foreign government or
representatives thereof; and that they will
not, directly or indirectly, furnish special or
insider” information intended to influence
prices or for the purpose of trading on any
commodity or stock exchange; and that they
will not become employed, directly or indi-
rectly, by any stock exchange, board of trade
or other organization or member thereof, or
brokerage house or broker engaged in the
buying and selling of any security or com-
modity. Applications shall be submitted to
the Executive Committee of the Periodical
Correspondents’ Association and shall be au-
thenticated in a manner satisfactory to the
Executive Committee.

17.3.2 Applicants must be employed by
periodicals that regularly publish a substan-
tial volume of news material of either gen-
eral, economic, industrial, technical, cul-
tural or trade character. The periodical must
require such Washington coverage on a con-
tinuing basis and must be owned and oper-
ated independently of any government, in-
dustry, institution, association, or lobbying
organization. Applicants must also be em-
ployed by a periodical that is published for
profit and is supported chiefly by advertising
or by subscription, or by a periodical meet-
ing the conditions in this paragraph but pub-
lished by a non-profit organization that,
first, operates independently of any govern-
ment, industry, or institution and, second,
does not engage, directly or indirectly, in
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any lobbying or other activity intended to
influence any matter before Congress or be-
fore any independent agency or any depart-
ment or other instrumentality of the Execu-
tive Branch. House organs are not eligible.

17.3.3 Members of the families of cor-
respondents are not entitled to the privileges
of the gallery.

17.3.4 The Executive Committee may
issue temporary credentials permitting the
privileges of the Gallery to individuals who
meet the rules of eligibility but who may be
on short-term assignment or temporarily
resident in Washington.

17.3.5 Under the authority of Rule XXIII
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the Pe-
riodical Press Gallery of the Senate shall be
under the control of the Executive Com-
mittee, subject to the approval and super-
vision of the Rules Committee. It shall be
the duty of the Executive Committee, at its
discretion, to report violations of the privi-
leges of the Gallery to the Rules Committee,
and pending action thereon, the offending
correspondent may be suspended. The Com-
mittee shall be elected at the start of each
Congress by members of the Periodical Cor-
respondents’ Association, and shall consist
of seven members with no more than one
member from any one publishing organiza-
tion. The Committee shall elect its own offi-
cers, and a majority of the Committee may
fill vacancies on the Committee. The list in
the Congressional Directory shall be a list
only of members of the Periodical Cor-
respondents’ Association.

17.4 Press Photographer’s Gallery—

17.4.1 Administration of the Press Photog-
raphers’ Gallery is vested in a Standing
Committee of Press Photographers con-
sisting of six persons elected by accredited
members of the gallery. The Committee
shall be composed of one member each from
Associated Press Photos, Reuters News Pic-
tures or AFP Photos, magazine media, local
newspapers, agency or freelance member,
and one at-large member. The at-large mem-
ber may be, but need not be, selected from a
media otherwise represented on the Com-
mittee, however no organization may have
more than one representative on the Com-
mittee.

17.4.2 The term of office of a member of
the Committee elected as the Associated
Press Photos member, the local newspaper
member, and the Reuters News Pictures or
AFP Photos member shall expire on the day
of the election held in the first odd-num-
bered year following the year in which the
person was elected, and the term of office of
a member of the Committee elected as the
magazine media member, the agency or free-
lance member and the at-large member shall
expire on the day of the election held in the
first even-numbered year following the year
in which the person was elected. A member
elected to fill a vacancy occurring prior to
the expiration of a term shall serve only for
the unexpired portion of such term.

17.4.2.1 Election for the Reuters News Pic-
ture or AFP photos seat was held in 1999.

17.4.2.2 Election for the agency or free-
lance seat was held in 2000.

17.4.3 Elections shall be held as early as
practicable in each year and in no case later
than March 31. A vacancy in the membership
of the Committee occurring prior to the ex-
piration of a term shall be filled by special
election called for that purpose by the Com-
mittee.

17.4.4 The Standing Committee of the
Press Photographers’ Gallery shall propose
no change or changes in these rules except
upon petition in writing signed by not less
than 25 accredited members of the gallery.

17.4.5 Persons desiring admission to the
Press Photographers’ Gallery of the Senate
shall make application in accordance Rule
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XXIII of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
which rule shall be interpreted and adminis-
tered by the Standing Committee of Press
Photographers subject to the review and ap-
proval of the Rules Committee.

17.4.6 The Standing Committee of Press
Photographers shall limit membership in the
photographers’ gallery to bona fide news
photographers of repute in their profession
and to heads of Photographic Bureaus under
such rules as the Standing Committee of
Press Photographers shall prescribe.

17.4.7 Provided, however, That the Stand-
ing Committee of Press Photographers shall
admit to the gallery no person who does not
establish to the satisfaction of the Com-
mittee all of the following:

17.4.7.1 That any member is not engaged
in paid publicity or promotion work or in
prosecuting any claim before Congress or be-
fore any department of the Government, and
will not become so engaged while a member
of the gallery.

17.4.7.2 That the person is not engaged in
any lobbying activity and will not become so
engaged while a member of the gallery.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his
secretaries.

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

REPORT OF THE VETO OF S. 4199,
THE “JUDICIAL UNDERSTAFFING
DELAYS GETTING EMERGENCIES
SOLVED ACT OF 2024”, RECEIVED
DURING ADJOURNMENT OF THE
SENATE ON DECEMBER 23, 2024—
PM 65

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was ordered to be printed
in the RECORD, spread in full upon the
Journal, and held at the desk:

To the Senate of the United States:

I am returning herewith without my ap-
proval S. 4199, the ‘‘Judicial Understaffing
Delays Getting Emergencies Solved Act of
2024 or the “‘JUDGES Act of 2024.”

S. 4199 seeks to hastily add judgeships with
just a few weeks left in the 118th Congress.
The House of Representative’s hurried action
fails to resolve key questions in the legisla-
tion, especially regarding how the new judge-
ships are allocated, and neither the House of
Representatives nor the Senate explored
fully how the work of senior status judges
and magistrate judges affects the need for
new judgeships. The efficient and effective
administration of justice requires that these
questions about need and allocation be fur-
ther studied and answered before we create
permanent judgeships for life-tenured judges.

S. 4199 would create new judgeships in
States where Senators have sought to hold
open existing judicial vacancies. Those ef-
forts to hold open vacancies suggest that
concerns about judicial economy and case-
load are not the true motivating force be-
hind passage of this bill now.

Therefore, I am vetoing this bill.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, December 23, 2024.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE RE-
CEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT,
118TH CONGRESS

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2023, the As-
sistant Secretary of the Senate, on De-
cember 20, 2024, during the adjourn-
ment of the Senate, received a message
from the House of Representatives an-
nouncing that the Speaker pro tempore
(MCcHENRY) had signed the following
enrolled bill:

S. 4367. An act to provide for improvements
to the rivers and harbors of the United
States, to provide for the conservation and
development of water and related resources,
and for other purposes.

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2023, the en-
rolled bill was signed on December 26,
2024, during the adjournment of the
Senate, by the Acting President pro
tempore (Ms. DUCKWORTH).

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2023, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on December 26,
2024, during the adjournment of the
Senate, received a message from the
House of Representatives announcing
that the Speaker pro tempore
(MCHENRY) had signed the following en-
rolled bills:

S. 2181. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to extend the entitlement to
memorial headstones and markers for com-
memoration of veterans and certain individ-
uals and to extend authority to bury remains
of certain spouses and children in national
cemeteries, and for other purposes.

H.R. 82. An act to amend title IT of the So-
cial Security Act to repeal the Government
pension offset and windfall elimination pro-
visions.

H.R. 670. An act to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to establish a
website to promote awareness of available
resources for individuals with disabilities,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 1318. An act to authorize the location
of a monument on the National Mall to com-
memorate and honor the women’s suffrage
movement and the passage of the 19th
Amendment to the Constitution, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 1555. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 2300 Sylvan Avenue in Modesto, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘“Corporal Michael D. Anderson
Jr. Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 1823. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 207 East Fort Dade Avenue in Brooksville,
Florida, as the ‘‘Specialist Justin Dean Cole-
man Memorial Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 2997. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to convey to Mesa County, Colo-
rado, certain Federal land in Colorado, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 3354. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 220 North Hatcher Avenue in Purcellville,
Virginia, as the ‘‘Secretary of State Mad-
eleine Albright Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 3391. An act to extend the Gabriella
Miller Kids First Pediatric Research Pro-
gram at the National Institutes of Health,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 4136. An act to name the Department
of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Plano, Texas as the “U.S.
Congressman Sam Johnson Memorial VA
Clinic”.
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H.R. 4955. An act to name the community-
based outpatient clinic of the Department of
Veterans Affairs in Monroeville, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘“‘Henry Parham VA Clinic.”

H.R. 4984. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to transfer administrative juris-
diction over the Robert F. Kennedy Memo-
rial Stadium Campus to the District of Co-
lumbia so that the District may use the
Campus for purposes including residential
and commercial development, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 5103. An act to require the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget to ap-
prove or deny spend plans within a certain
amount of time, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5443. An act to establish a policy re-
garding appraisal and valuation services for
real property for a transaction over which
the Secretary of the Interior has jurisdic-
tion, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5867. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 109 Live Oaks Boulevard in Casselberry,
Florida, as the ‘‘Colonel Joseph William
Kittinger II Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 5887. An act to amend chapter 3 of
title 5, United States Code, to improve Gov-
ernment service delivery, and build related
capacity for the Federal Government, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 6062. An act to restore the ability of
the people of American Samoa to approve
amendments to the territorial constitution
based on majority rule in a democratic act of
self-determination, as authorized pursuant
to an Act of Congress delegating administra-
tion of Federal territorial law in the terri-
tory to the President, and to the Secretary
of the Interior under Executive Order 10264,
dated June 29, 1951, under which the Con-
stitution of American Samoa was approved
and may be amended without requirement
for further congressional action, subject to
the authority of Congress under the Terri-
torial Clause in article IV, section 3, clause
2 of the United States Constitution.

H.R. 6116. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 14280 South Military Trail in Delray
Beach, Florida, as the ‘Benjamin Berell
Ferencz Post Office Building’’.

H.R. 6162. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 379 North Oates Street in Dothan, Ala-
bama, as the ‘‘LaBruce ‘Bruce’ Tidwell Post
Office Building”’.

H.R. 6188. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 420 Highway 17 North in Surfside Beach,
South Carolina, as the ‘‘Nancy Yount Childs
Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 6244. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1535 East Los Ebanos Boulevard in
Brownsville, Texas, as the ‘‘lst Lieutenant
Andres Zermeno Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 6395. An act to amend the Energy Act
of 2020 to require the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to include the Secretary of Health and
Human Services in consultations regarding
designations of critical minerals, elements,
substances, and materials.

H.R. 6492. An act to improve recreation op-
portunities on, and facilitate greater access
to, Federal public land, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 6633. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 93565 113th Street in Seminole, Florida, as
the “Army SSG Ryan Christian Knauss Me-
morial Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 6750. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 501 Mercer Street Southwest in Wilson,
North Carolina, as the ‘“‘Milton F. Fitch, Sr.
Post Office Building’’.

H.R. 6810. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
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