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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the
Senator from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER),
and the Senator from Nebraska (Mr.
RICKETTS).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
FETTERMAN), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator
from California (Mr. PADILLA), the Sen-
ator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), the
Senator from Virginia (Mr. WARNER),
and the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
WELCH) are necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 60,
nays 31, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 137 Ex.]

YEAS—60
Banks Grassley Moody
Barrasso Hagerty Moran
Bennet Hassan Moreno
Blackburn Hawley Mullin
Boozman Hickenlooper Murkowski
Britt Hoeven Paul
Budd Husted Risch
Capito Hyde-Smith Rosen
Collins Johnson Rounds
Coons Justice Schmitt
Cornyn Kaine Scott (FL)
Cortez Masto Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cotton King Shaheen
Cramer Klobuchar Sheehy
Crapo Lankford Sullivan
Cruz Lee Thune
Curtis Lummis Tillis
Daines Marshall Tuberville
Ernst McConnell Wicker
Graham McCormick Young

NAYS—31
Alsobrooks Hirono Schiff
Baldwin Kelly Schumer
Blumenthal Kim Slotkin
Blunt Rochester  Lujan Smith
Booker Markey Van Hollen
Cantwell Merkley Warnock
Duckworth Murphy Warren
Durbin Ossoff X
Gallego Peters g?gﬁ?ouse
Gillibrand Reed
Heinrich Schatz

NOT VOTING—9

Cassidy Murray Sanders
Fetterman Padilla Warner
Fischer Ricketts Welch

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The Senate majority leader.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 51.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Michael
Faulkender, of Maryland, to be Deputy
Secretary of the Treasury.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 51, Michael
Faulkender, of Maryland, to be Deputy Sec-
retary of the Treasury.

John Thune, Mike Crapo, Roger Mar-
shall, Shelley Moore Capito, Tommy
Tuberville, Jim Justice, James
Lankford, John Barrasso, Markwayne
Mullin, Tim Sheehy, Mike Rounds,
Todd Young, Kevin Cramer, Ted Budd,
Roger F. Wicker, Katie Boyd Britt,
David McCormick.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

March 24, 2025

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
24-127, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Australia for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $1656 million. We
will issue a news release to notify the public
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this
letter to your office.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.

Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 24-127

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Australia.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment * $0.

Other $165 million.

Total $165 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

None.

Non-Major Defense Equipment:

The following non-MDE items will be in-
cluded: MJU-61 decoy flares; MJU-64 decoy
flares; MJU-66 flare countermeasures; MJU-
76 flare countermeasures; RR-198A/L chaff
cartridges; CCU-145/A 1impulse cartridges;
other support equipment (MK-3 pallet); U.S.
Government and contractor technical assist-
ance; and other related elements of logistics
and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Navy (AT-P-
ASW).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: AT-P-AEC,
AT-P-AEF, AT-P-ADY, AT-P-AMG, AT-P-
ANZ, and AT-P-AVD.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
March 18, 2025.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Australia—Countermeasures, Chaff, and
Impulse Cartridges

The Government of Australia has re-
quested to buy MJU-61 decoy flares; MJU-64
decoy flares; MJU-66 flare countermeasures;
MJU-76 flare countermeasures; RR-198A/L
chaff cartridges; CCU-145/A impulse car-
tridges; other support equipment (MK-3 pal-
let); U.S. Government and contractor tech-
nical assistance; and other related elements
of logistics and program support. The esti-
mated total cost is $1656 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
the United States. Australia is one of our
most important allies in the Western Pa-
cific. The strategic location of this political
and economic power contributes signifi-
cantly to ensuring peace and economic sta-
bility in the Western Pacific. It is vital to
the U.S. national interest to assist our ally
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in developing and maintaining a strong and
ready self-defense capability.

The proposed sale will improve Australia’s
capability to meet current and future
threats by protecting and increasing aircraft
survivability. Australia will have no dif-
ficulty absorbing this equipment and serv-
ices into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractors will be Kilgore
Flares Company, LLC, located in Toone, TN;
Armtec Countermeasures Company, located
in Coachella, CA; Alloy Surface Company,
Inc, located in Aston, PA; Chemring Aus-
tralia PTY LTD, located in Lara, Australia;
and CCI Capco LLC, located in Grand Junc-
tion, CO. At this time, the U.S. Government
is not aware of any offset agreement pro-
posed in connection with this potential sale.
Any offset agreement will be defined in nego-
tiations between the purchaser and the con-
tractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require three U.S. Government personnel and
one contractor representatives to visit Aus-
tralia on a temporary basis in conjunction
with program technical oversight and sup-
port requirements, including program and
technical reviews.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 24-127
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act
Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. Chaff and flare countermeasure systems
are critical defensive technologies designed
to protect tactical aircraft from enemy
threats. Chaff consists of dispersed metallic
or conductive strips that generate false
radar reflections, confusing enemy radar sys-
tems and reducing the probability of a suc-
cessful radar-guided missile engagement.
Flare systems deploy intense infrared-emit-
ting devices to counteract and mislead mis-
siles and tracking systems, diverting them
away from the aircraft. These counter-
measures collectively enhance the aircraft’s
defensive capabilities by impairing enemy
targeting systems. For training purposes, pi-
lots use simulated chaff and flare systems to
practice the deployment and effectiveness of
these defensive measures in combat sce-
narios.

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

3. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce system effec-
tiveness or be used in the development of a
system with similar or advanced capabili-
ties.

4. A determination has been made that
Australia can provide substantially the same
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This proposed sale is necessary in fur-
therance of the U.S. foreign policy and na-
tional security objectives outlined in the
Policy Justification.

5. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Aus-
tralia.

———

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
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requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(C) of
the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No.
25-0D. This notification relates to enhance-
ments or upgrades from the level of sensi-
tivity of technology or capability described
in the Section 36(b)(1) AECA certification 22—
63 of November 8. 2022.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.
Enclosure.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-0D

Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-

tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec.

36(b)(5)(c), AECA)

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Belgium.

(ii) Sec. 36(B)(1), AECA Transmittal No.:
22-63; Date: November 8, 2022; Implementing
Agency: Air Force.

(iii) Description: On November 8, 2022, Con-
gress was notified by congressional certifi-
cation transmittal number 22-63 of the pos-
sible sale, under Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms
Export Control Act, of up to one hundred
twenty (120) AIM-120C-8 Advanced Medium
Range Air-to-Air Missiles (AMRAAM); and
ten (100 AMRAAM C-8 Guidance Sections.
Also included were spare AIM-120 control
sections and containers; AIM-120C Captive
Air Training Missiles (CATM); other spare
parts, consumables, accessories, and repair/
return support; classified software; books,
technical documentation, and other publica-
tions; training and training equipment; mu-
nitions support and support equipment; and
other related elements of logistical and pro-
gram support. The estimated total cost was
$380 million. Major Defense Equipment
(MDE) constituted $358 million of this total.

This transmittal notifies the inclusion of
the following MDE items: one hundred fifty-
nine (159) AIM-120D-3 Advanced Medium
Range Air-to-Air Missiles (AMRAAM); one
(1) AMRAAM D-3 guidance section; and one
(1) AIM-120D Integrated Test Vehicle. The
following non-MDE items will also be in-
cluded: weapon system support, including
software; and KGV-135A COMSEC chips. The
estimated total value of the new items and
services is $509 million. The estimated non-
MDE value will increase by $30 million to a
revised $52 million. The estimated total case
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value will increase by $509 million to a re-
vised $889 million. MDE constitutes $837 mil-
lion of this total.

(iv) Significance: This notification is being
provided because the additional MDE and
non-MDE items represent an increase in ca-
pability over what was previously notified.
The proposed sale will improve Belgium’s ca-
pability to meet current and future threats
by maintaining its F-35 fleet in combat-
ready status and providing a credible deter-
rent to regional threats.

(v) Justification: This proposed sale will
support the foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives of the United States by im-
proving the security of a NATO Ally that is
a force for political stability and economic
progress in Europe.

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology: The AIM-
120D-series Advanced Medium Range Air-to-
Air Missile (AMRAAM) is a supersonic, air-
launched, aerial intercept, guided missile
featuring digital technology and micro-mini-
ature, solid-state electronics. AMRAAM ca-
pabilities include look-down/shoot-down,
multiple launches against multiple targets,
resistance to electronic countermeasures,
and interception of high- and low-flying and
maneuvering targets. The AIM-120D features
a quadrangle target detection device and an
electronics unit within the guidance section
that performs all radar signal processing,
mid-course and terminal guidance, flight
control, target detection, and warhead deto-
nation.

The KGV-135A is a high-speed, general pur-
pose encryptor/decryptor module used for
wideband data encryption.

The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

(vii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
March 3, 2025.

———
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(A) of
the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No.
OP-24. This notification relates to enhance-
ments or upgrades from the level of sensi-
tivity of technology or capability described
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