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athletics, and there is nothing we can
do about it. There is nothing I want to
do about it, but some people do.

Ms. Libby has sued in Maine and said
that her constitutional rights are being
violated. I think she is right. I am not
going to try to advise her judge how to
rule. So I can’t say whether her con-
stitutional rights are being violated or
not, but I can tell you this: Common
sense and the laws of nature—or the
laws of God, if you please—are cer-
tainly being violated because female
young women are fundamentally dif-
ferent from male young boys, and that
is just a natural fact.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 35.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Stephen
Feinberg, of New York, to be Deputy
Secretary of Defense.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 35, Stephen
Feinberg, of New York, to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense.

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, Cynthia M.
Lummis, Rick Scott of Florida, Kevin
Cramer, Ted Budd, Cindy Hyde-Smith,
Lindsey Graham, Markwayne Mullin,
Marsha  Blackburn, Thom Tillis,
Tommy Tuberville, John R. Curtis,
Chuck Grassley, James Lankford, John
Barrasso, Todd Young.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

——
FULL-YEAR CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS AND EXTENSIONS

ACT, 2026—Motion to Proceed

Mr. THUNE. What is the pending
business?
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 26, H.R.
1968, a bill making further continuing appro-
priations and other extensions for the fiscal
yvear ending September 30, 2025, and for other
purposes.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk for the
motion to proceed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 26, H.R. 1968,
a bill making further continuing appropria-
tions and other extensions for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2025, and for other pur-
poses.

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, Cynthia M.
Lummis, Rick Scott of Florida, Kevin
Cramer, Ted Budd, Cindy Hyde-Smith,
Lindsey Graham, Markwayne Mullin,
Marsha  Blackburn, Thom  Tillis,
Tommy Tuberville, John R. Curtis,
Chuck Grassley, James Lankford, John
Barrasso, Todd Young.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 36.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of John Phelan, of
Florida, to be Secretary of the Navy.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 36, John
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Phelan, of Florida, to be Secretary of the
Navy.

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, Cynthia M.
Lummis, Rick Scott of Florida, Kevin
Cramer, Ted Budd, Cindy Hyde-Smith,
Lindsey Graham, Markwayne Mullin,
Marsha  Blackburn, Thom  Tillis,
Tommy Tuberville, John R. Curtis,
Chuck Grassley, James Lankford, John
Barrasso, Todd Young.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
SUNSHINE WEEK

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
every year, Sunshine Week is held
around March 16, the birthday of
James Madison, who not only is a
former President, but the acclaimed
“Father of the Constitution.”

On its 20th anniversary, Sunshine
Week continues to be a crucial re-
minder of the need for transparency
and open government. To control a
government as big as ours, it takes a
lot of very bright light shining on
every Agency. As Justice Brandeis
wrote in 1913, ‘‘Sunlight is said to be
the best of disinfectants.”

Transparency brings accountability
and the public’s business ought to be
public. That attitude and approach is
an important check on the Federal
Government. It reminds bureaucrats
that they ultimately work for and an-
swer to ““We the People.”

One transparency tool I value is the
Freedom of Information Act. This law,
first enacted in 1966, requires our gov-
ernment to proactively make material
public and to respond to requests for
documents, reports, and many other
types of information. The presumption
under this law is that government ac-
tions, rules, and work is public prop-
erty. Putting this information in pub-
lic hands helps us hold our government
accountable. The Freedom of Informa-
tion Act is one of the strongest tools
we have to ensure that our government
is doing what it should be doing and in
ways that are best for us.

And speaking of records, a large part
of my oversight work includes publicly
releasing documents to hold current
and former government officials ac-
countable. To accomplish that, I often
work with whistleblowers to get the in-
formation the government likes to
hide. Whistleblowers are patriots and
our most powerful tool in rooting out
waste, fraud, abuse, and misconduct,
including the weaponization of our gov-
ernment.

They are often targeted for retalia-
tion and harassment. That must stop.
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Time and again, I have come to the
floor of the U.S. Senate to point out
specific examples of retaliation. That
is why I have called on every President
since Ronald Reagan to hold a Rose
Garden Ceremony to honor whistle-
blowers. I hope President Trump will
be the first to set this historic prece-
dent.

Unfortunately, there has been a
growing trend among Federal Agencies
to unlawfully silence whistleblowers by
failing to include the anti-gag provi-
sion in their nondisclosure policies,
forms, and similar agreements. The law
requires Federal Agencies to include
the anti-gag provision to notify em-
ployees of their whistleblower rights.

That is why last Congress, I called on
76 inspectors general to conduct a re-
view of their parent Agency’s non-
disclosure agreements and similar doc-
uments to ensure the anti-gag provi-
sion was included. In response, so far,
36 IGs have completed reviews.

Thirty IGs found that their parent
Agency’s nondisclosure agreements
were noncompliant with the law. Twen-
ty-six IGs said their parent Agency up-
dated or was in the process of updating
these deficient agreements. The IG
community has much work to do, and
this Senator won’t stop protecting
whistleblowers.

Whistleblower disclosures proved
that anti-Trump FBI agent Tim
Thibault was involved in the genesis of
Jack Smith’s election interference case
against President Trump. The FBI
codenamed it Arctic Frost. Internal
FBI records revealed Thibault acted
outside of established FBI protocol and
essentially opened and approved his
own investigation into President
Trump. This is just one of many in-
stances of political infection at the
Justice Department and FBI.

Whistleblowers also provided me with
new information that, during the Biden
administration, FBI leadership politi-
cized investigations at the expense of
saving victimized children. According
to whistleblowers, agents working
large caseloads on the Violent Crimes
Against Children Unit were reassigned
by FBI leadership to work January 6
cases.

Political infection isn’t just a DOJ
and FBI problem. Whistleblower disclo-
sures provided to my office showed
that the Obama-Biden administration’s
then-Secretary of State John Kerry ob-
structed arrests of indicted Iranian ter-
rorists. Kerry did so to score political
points with Iran for the failed nuclear
deal.

My consistent efforts to let in sun-
shine continues across our government
whether it is exposing flaws in the
Health and Human Services Office of
Refugee Resettlement that caused chil-
dren to be placed in harm’s way, press-
ing the FBI on issuing a memo about
targeting Catholics, or fighting to ob-
tain information from DOJ on the hor-
rific January 1, 2025, attacks in New
Orleans. We need more whistleblowers
to shine light on political infection be-
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cause we certainly can’t count on the
government to turn themselves in.

Now, the Federal Government isn’t
the only bad actor that whistleblowers
provided sunlight on. The Simon
Wiesenthal Center also disclosed to my
office that Credit Suisse engaged in
misconduct during in internal inves-
tigation. That investigation focused on
the bank’s Nazi-linked financial ac-
counts. Turns out, Credit Suisse serv-
iced more Nazi wealth than was known
during and after World War II and tried
to keep it hidden. Thanks to these
whistleblowers, I discovered that Cred-
it Suisse lied to Congress about all
this, while smearing the reputation of
the Simon Wiesenthal Center.

My oversight list could go on and on
thanks to whistleblowers.

In conclusion, we all ought to be
thankful for Sunshine Week, which is
an opportunity for the country to high-
light the righteous fight for trans-
parency. Shining a consistent light on
the work of our government is essen-
tial to making it accountable to ‘“We
the People.”

———

JOINT COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS
ON THE LIBRARY RULES OF
PROCEDURE

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the rules
of procedure for the Joint Committee
of Congress on the Library for the 119th
Congress be printed in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

119TH CONGRESS JOINT COMMITTEE OF
CONGRESS ON THE LIBRARY

RULES OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS
ON THE LIBRARY FOR THE 119TH CONGRESS
Rule 1.—Meetings of the Committee

(a) Regular meetings may be called by the
Chair, with the concurrence of the Vice
Chair, as may be deemed necessary or pursu-
ant to the provision of paragraph 3 of rule
XXVTI of the Standing Rules of the Senate.

(b) Meetings of the committee, including
meetings to conduct hearings, shall be open
to the public, except that a meeting or series
of meetings by the committee on the same
subject for a period of no more than 14 cal-
endar days may be closed to the public on a
motion made and seconded to go into closed
session to discuss only whether the matters
enumerated in subparagraphs (A) through
(F) would require the meeting to be closed
followed immediately by a recorded vote in
open session by a majority of the members of
the committee when it is determined that
the matters to be discussed or the testimony
to be taken at such meeting or meetings—

(1) will disclose matters necessary to be
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States;

(2) will relate solely to matters of the com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedures;

(3) will tend to charge an individual with
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure
the professional standing of an individual, or
otherwise to expose an individual to public
contempt or obloquy, or will represent a
clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy of
an individual;

S1701

(4) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terest of effective law enforcement;

(5) will disclose information relating to the
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given
person if—

(i) an Act of Congress requires the informa-
tion to be kept confidential by Government
officers and employees; or

(ii) the information has been obtained by
the Government on a confidential basis,
other than through an application by such
person for a specific Government financial or
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the
benefit, and is required to be kept secret in
order to prevent undue injury to the com-
petitive position of such person; or

(6) may divulge matters required to kept
confidential under the provisions of law or
Government regulation. (Paragraph 5(b) of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate.)

(c) Written notices of committee meetings
will normally be sent by the committee’s
staff director to all members at least three
days in advance. In addition, the committee
staff will email or telephone reminders of
committee meetings to all members of the
committee or to the appropriate staff assist-
ants in their offices.

(d) A copy of the committee’s intended
agenda enumerating separate items of com-
mittee business will normally be sent to all
members of the committee by the staff direc-
tor at least one day in advance of all meet-
ings. This does not preclude any member of
the committee from raising appropriate non-
agenda topics.

(e) Any witness who is to appear before the
committee in any hearing shall file with the
clerk of the committee at least three busi-
ness days before the date of their appear-
ance, a written statement of their proposed
testimony and an executive summary there-
of, in such form as the Chair may direct, un-
less the Chair waived such a requirement for
good cause.

Rule 2.—Quorums

(a) Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(1) of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules, four members
of the committee shall constitute a quorum.

(b) Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(2) of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules, two members of
the committee shall constitute a quorum for
the purpose of taking testimony; provided,
however, once a quorum is established, any
one member can continue to take such testi-
mony.

(¢) Under no circumstance may proxies be
considered for the establishment of a
quorum.

Rule 3.—Voting

(a) Voting in the committee on any issue
will normally be by voice vote.

(b) If a third of the members present so de-
mand, a recorded vote will be taken on any
question by roll call.

(¢) The results of roll call votes taken in
any meeting upon a measure, or any amend-
ment thereto, shall be stated in the com-
mittee report on that measure unless pre-
viously announced by the committee, and
such report or announcement shall include a
tabulation of the votes cast in favor and the
votes cast in opposition to each measure and
amendment by each member of the com-
mittee. (Paragraph 7(b) and (c¢) of rule XXVI
of the Standing Rules.)
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