S1694

they can afford for gas, they are going
to pay more; and that home heating
bill is going to hammer them once
again—all for no constructive, positive
reason.

You know, there is another aspect to
this. It is not just the tariffs in our ar-
gument about the policy and the bi-
zarre assertion that the Trump admin-
istration is making that these tariffs
will make us rich, everybody knows—
except, apparently, President Trump—
that the people who pay the tariffs are
the people who buy the products. You
have a Canadian product that you have
to, as a manufacturer, pay a tariff.
That has to be added onto the price of
the product—Ilet’s say to the
sugarmaker, that farmer who is paying
it. There is a price on electricity, a tar-
iff. The consumer is going to pay that.
We all know that.

But aside from that, it is so chaotic,
so disorganized, so hit-or-miss, so ran-
dom in the rollout of these tariffs: on
again, off again, on again, 25 percent,
50 percent, 10 percent. It is like the
President wakes up and throws some-
thing at a dart board, and that is the
new policy for the day. You cannot
have an orderly expectation for your
business. You cannot have the con-
fidence that a consumer needs who is
trying to really pay close attention to
how she is spending the family budget
with chaos. You can’t do it, and you
don’t need it.

So why in the world is the President
doing it? He seems to think chaos is a
good policy.

You know what we saw—and we are
seeing—and it is getting worse and it is
not going to stop. The stock market
had its worst week in 6 months. What
does Donald Trump say? The stock
markets are literally crashing. There
was no reason for this, all self-in-
flicted. He said that in 2022. He is right
today. It is all self-inflicted. The last 72
hours we have seen a wild ride.

And Trump is ready to send the
United States into a recession in order
to implement his disastrous economic
agenda, and that boastful confidence
that he always asserts: Everything is
going to work out. It is going to be
beautiful. He is saying: A recession,
who knows, we may have to pay that as
a price.

Well, you know what. We don’t have
to pay that as a price for foolish poli-
cies that only hurt us and hurt our al-
lies.

Nearly half of all U.S. imports, more
than $1.3 trillion, come from Canada,
China, and Mexico. And it is estimated
that Trump’s tariffs could reduce over-
all U.S. imports by 15 percent as well
as increase prices.

And Trump’s last attempt at a trade
war was passed on entirely to U.S. im-
porters and consumers, leading to a
loss of 245,000 U.S. jobs and higher con-
sumer prices.

And I note that the unemployment
rate ticked up last week.

Trump’s stated goal is using tariffs
to achieve unrelated goals of curbing
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fentanyl—we all want to do that—and
illegal immigration. We all want a se-
cure border. But the southern border
has about 1,000 times the amount of
fentanyl that comes through the min-
iscule amount on the northern border.
So what the President has is this indis-
criminate policy where he is using—I
would say abusing—the delegation of
national security powers by this Con-
gress decades ago, when it was ex-
pected that they would be used for a
real national security military threat,
to meet his whims to negotiate this
way and that on whatever strikes his
fancy that particular day.

And I also note that in the House bill
that has been sent over here, the con-
tinuing resolution, the House has in-
cluded a provision that can only be de-
scribed as outrageous and cowardly. It
said—the House stripped itself of the
authority to vote on these tariffs that
have been invoked by Trump’s emer-
gency authority.

How can a legislative body do that,
literally vote to say we can’t vote on
whether we believe that these tariffs
have any merit or are going to be good
or bad for the people we represent? The
House did that, and that is in the CR.

We have got a long history with tar-
iffs. And we saw in the 1930s, the
Smoot-Hawley tariffs led to a trade
war, led to a depression, hurt jobs, hurt
consumers. It is really, really stupid.

This is going to hurt Vermont. I call
on all of us to speak out against these
tariffs that are going to hurt us in
every State of this United States of
America.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

HAMAS

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President,
since Hamas’s barbaric attack on Israel
on October 7 of last year, many of our
Nation’s top universities have aban-
doned their Jewish students. Instead of
providing a place to learn, they have
become hotbeds of anti-Semitism, anti-
American hatred, and open support for
terrorism.

Here are some examples. At Prince-
ton, students have waved the flags of
terror groups like Hezbollah. At UCLA,
activists set up barricades across cam-
pus and blocked Jewish students from
attending class. At George Washington
University, a pro-Hamas demonstrator
walked around campus with a sign call-
ing for a ‘“‘Final Solution” against the
Jewish people. At Columbia University,
students chanted ‘“We are Hamas’ and
“Long Live Hamas.”

In recent weeks, pro-Hamas activists
at Barnard College occupied an aca-
demic building, allegedly assaulted a
school employee, and handed out fliers
produced by the Hamas Media Office.
These fliers glorified ‘‘Operation Al-
Aqgsa Flood.” That is Hamas’s term for
its kidnapping, rape, and murder of
more than 1,200 Israelis.

These are not isolated cases. To
many Americans and, certainly, many
Tennesseans, it seems impossible that
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this would be happening right here.
But according to Hillel International,
there were more than 1,800 anti-Se-
mitic incidents on college campuses
during the 2023-2024 school year. Think
about that—1,800 anti-Semitic inci-
dents. The thing that is so upsetting
about this is that is an increase of
more than 500 percent from the year
before. This shows you the organiza-
tion and the intensity of these events.

What we do know is Jewish students
have faced harassment and intimida-
tion on their university campuses. And
we also know that the Biden adminis-
tration sat on their hands, and they
chose to do nothing about this. In-
stead, they sided with the radical ac-
tivists who turned our campuses into
cesspools of hatred.

Now, with President Trump back in
the Oval Office, pro-Hamas students
and the colleges that enable them are
being put on notice. Recently, Sec-
retary of State Rubio vowed to revoke
visas and green cards for any foreign
students who support terror groups
like Hamas and Hezbollah. This is
something that I have called for and
supported, which is why I am so
pleased to see this administration—the
Trump administration—actually tak-
ing action.

What we do know is that ICE ar-
rested a former Columbia University
student who is from Syria. That is
Mahmoud Khalil. This was a ring lead-
er for Columbia’s anti-Israel encamp-
ment—as I said, a former student.

As I said, pro-Hamas activists spat
on Jewish students. They chanted “‘F—
the Jews,” and they held signs next to
Jewish students claiming that they
would be Hamas’s next target. Think
about this—if you are a 19-year-old
Jewish college student, and you were
there on Columbia’s campus, and you
have a protester holding a sign against
your head saying you should be the
next target.

In many ways, Khalil was the perfect
leader for this anti-Semitic, pro-terror
movement. What we know is this: Be-
fore he enrolled at Columbia Univer-
sity, he allegedly served as a political
affairs officer for UNRWA. That is
right, the U.N. Relief and Works Agen-
cy there in Gaza. This person was a po-
litical affairs officer for UNRWA.

This is the same UNRWA that we
now know indoctrinated Palestinian
children to hate the Jews and stored
Hamags’s weapons in its facilities in
Gaza. They actually put ammunition
and weapons in the schools—the U.N.
schools—there in Gaza. We know that
they had people affiliated with Hamas
on their payroll, and we know they
provided support and aid to the terror-
ists.

There is no reason why someone like
this should be allowed in our country
to support terrorism and to promote
anti-Jewish bigotry. That is why Sec-
retary Rubio is intending to deport
Khalil, which this administration has
the full authority to do under our Fed-
eral immigration laws. And under this
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administration, I have no doubt we are
going to see many more deportations.

As we work to deport Hamas affili-
ates, my bipartisan No Immigration
Benefits for Hamas Terrorists Act
would block any migrant tied to
Hamas from entering our country. And
my No Flights for Terrorists Act would
put anyone on the no-fly list if they
have called for violence against the
Jewish people or pledged allegiance to
a foreign terrorist organization.

At the same time, President Trump
is vowing to pull Federal funding from
schools that fail to protect Jewish stu-
dents from discrimination. Just on Fri-
day, his administration canceled $400
million in grants and contracts with
Columbia University. That is a good
start to accountability.

Right after October 7, I joined Sen-
ator TIM SCOTT in introducing the Stop
Anti-Semitism on College Campuses
Act. This legislation would rescind
Federal funding for any university—
any university—in this country that
authorizes, funds, or facilitates events
that promote violent anti-Semitism.

With such widespread failure from
our Nation’s colleges and universities
to protect Jewish students, there are
billions of dollars on the line. One
thing should be clear: With President
Trump back in the Oval Office and Re-
publicans in the majority, pro-Hamas
activists and colleges are going to face
accountability. And if you are visiting
our great Nation and supporting ter-
rorism, please know this: You will be
deported.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, let me
be perfectly clear for my colleagues:
Democrats want to immediately pass a
clean 4-week CR. No one wants a shut-
down. We should get this done imme-
diately.

Right now, we should be hard at work
negotiating bipartisan funding bills
that help folks back home in all of our
States and make sure that our con-
stituents—not Trump and Musk—have
the biggest say in how their taxpayer
dollars are spent.

That is what I have been focused on
for months now. In fact, I actually
wanted to get our funding bills done all
the way back in December, but Repub-
lican leadership in the House wanted to
kick the can down the road to March.
Well, we spent these past few months
working hard, getting close to a deal.
And we should see that work through,
especially when the alternative bill is a
bill that will seriously undermine the
ability for all of us—all of us—to use
our power to fight for our commu-
nities. I hope my Senate colleagues
would agree that power is worth pro-
tecting.

Unfortunately, Speaker JOHNSON has
made clear he is content to sit on the
sidelines and actually even cheer while
two billionaires fire veterans; choke off
resources to rebuild roads and bridges;
cancel research on cancer, Alzheimer’s
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disease, and vaccine hesitancy; dis-
mantle the Social Security Adminis-
tration; and spark a trade war that is
raising prices and driving us toward a
recession.

But there is still time for us here to
choose a different path, a bipartisan
path, that gives our constituents—our
constituents, each and every one of
us—a voice in this process.

Right now, instead of working with
Democrats to fund the government, in-
vest in the middle class, protect
Congress’s power of the purse, and put
out some of these fires, House Repub-
licans are rolling over for the billion-
aire arsonists by rolling out a slush
fund-filled, yearlong continuing resolu-
tion that empowers Trump and Musk
to pick winners and losers with your
taxpayer dollars.

House Republicans didn’t just walk
away from Democrats at the negoti-
ating table. They are trying to give up
Congress’s seat at the table, all to-
gether, with a partisan bill that writes
Trump and Musk a blank check, short-
changes families and America’s future,
devastates our Nation’s Capital, and
painfully slashes critical domestic pri-
orities like lifesaving medical research,
construction of VA hospitals, and so
much more.

House Republicans didn’t merely
refuse to address the lawlessness we
have seen from Trump and Musk. They
would actually empower it with this
bill because the House Republicans’
bill fails to include the typical, de-
tailed spending directives—the basic
guardrails—that Congress provides
each year in our funding bills. In other
words, instead of writing a bill that
gives our communities what they need,
they wrote a bill that turns many of
our accounts into slush funds and gives
the final say over what gets funding to
two billionaires who don’t know the
first thing about the needs of our work-
ing families. So that is problem No. 1
with this CR—and it was a completely
avoidable one.

House Republicans could have
worked with us to include the standard
bipartisan spending directives that are
included every single year. But House
Republican leadership decided to throw
in the towel on the hard work of nego-
tiating and on the hard work of gov-
erning and making sure their constitu-
ents’ voices are reflected in our funding
bills. Tearing down those guardrails
was a choice they made, and it is a
dangerous one.

We have already seen how far Presi-
dent Trump and Elon Musk and Russ
Vought are willing to twist and out-
right break our laws to suit their will.
But House Republicans are setting
them up to make everything so far
look 1like child’s play, because this
slush fund CR surrenders more power
over Federal funding to the very people
who are already abusing the power
they have to steal from our constitu-
ents.

This bill is a green light for Donald
Trump and Elon Musk to redirect fund-
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ing to their own pet projects; to force
States and communities to abide by
their directives; and slash, burn, and
zero out programs that our families
count on.

They could use the flexibilities being
granted to them to override our con-
stituents’ priorities. Clean energy in-
vestments could become a payday for
fossil fuels. Money meant to stop
fentanyl and opioids could fuel private
prison operators and Trump’s mass de-
portations.

This bill will let them pick which
Army Corps, which transit, which mili-
tary construction projects move ahead
and which grind to a halt.

And when it comes to programs that
rural communities rely on, which do
you think will get funded? Housing?
Utilities? Small business support?
Well, do you know what? It would all
depend on who Trump wants to punish
or extort.

When it comes to medical research,
are we going to spend precious research
dollars curing Alzheimer’s disease? Are
we going to help the Fred Hutch Center
in Washington State fight cancer? Are
we going to work to develop a uni-
versal flu vaccine? Are we going to sup-
port maternal and women’s health re-
search? Congress would usually have a
say. But this CR tells RFK, Jr., exactly
what Trump promised: ‘“Go wild on
healthcare.” You have got a free pass
from House Republicans to com-
mandeer hundreds of millions of tax-
payer dollars and set them on fire, re-
litigating disproven theories about au-
tism and sowing distrust about vac-
cines amid a measles outbreak that is
killing children.

Or if Trump wants to rip away re-
sources from our public K through 12
schools and leverage Federal dollars to
make them rewrite history, this CR
could help them do that—to say noth-
ing of the broad power he would have
to cut off funding to schools like our
HBCUs or eliminate funding that thou-
sands of colleges and universities rely
on to provide financial aid to students.

When it comes to the FAA, House Re-
publicans gave up on writing detailed
instructions for how the budget must
be spent in favor of just letting Trump
shovel tax dollars at Elon Musk’s
Starlink.

When it comes to our Tribes, they
would let Trump manipulate the for-
mulas that dictate how much money
our Tribes get for everything from
housing to road maintenance to law en-
forcement.

Our public lands, those are now
President Trump’s personal preroga-
tive, as he will have under this CR near
absolute discretion over which Land
and Water Conservation Fund acquisi-
tions and which public lands deferred
maintenance projects get funding.

That is a tremendous amount of
power to give to a President who has
shown he is completely willing to
abuse his existing authority.

For the record, the Federal funding
for many of the programs I have just
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