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Un to try to win this war, and every 
single day, his soldiers commit war 
crimes. 

Not only must he agree to the terms 
of this cease-fire; he has to be held to 
them by the United States and our al-
lies. America is the strongest and rich-
est country in the world. We didn’t get 
here by being bullies like Vladimir 
Putin. We got there by leading from 
the front and bringing our allies along 
with us and standing by them like they 
stand by us. 

The safety and security of all of us— 
our kids, our grandkids—depends on 
the United States continuing to keep 
its word, standing for democracy, and 
looking out for Americans by being 
smart and strong and standing up to 
the bullies. That is what I will hold 
this President to, and I urge my col-
leagues—Republicans and Democrats 
alike—to do the same. 

I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON MIRAN NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Miran nomination? 

Mr. CRUZ. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH) 
is necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 53, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 117 Ex.] 

YEAS—53 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moran 

Moreno 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—46 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 

Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 

Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—1 

Duckworth 

The nomination was confirmed. 
(Mr. MULLIN assumed the Chair.) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BANKS). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

The Senator from Wyoming. 
WAIVING QUORUM CALL 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the 
Sonderling nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 34, Keith 
Sonderling, of Florida, to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Labor. 

John Thune, Ted Budd, Tom Cotton, 
Cindy Hyde-Smith, Tommy Tuberville, 
Katie Britt, Ashley Moody, Pete 
Ricketts, Tim Scott of South Carolina, 
Dan Sullivan, Roger F. Wicker, Cyn-
thia M. Lummis, Eric Schmitt, Joni 
Ernst, John Hoeven, Jerry Moran, 
Lindsey Graham. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Keith Sonderling, of Florida, to be 
Deputy Secretary of Labor, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH) 
and the Senator from Vermont (Mr. 
SANDERS) are necessarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53, 
nays 45, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 118 Ex.] 

YEAS—53 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moran 

Moreno 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—45 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Duckworth Sanders 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 53, the nays are 45. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Keith Sonderling, of Florida, to be Dep-
uty Secretary of Labor. 

The Democratic leader. 
GOVERNMENT FUNDING 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, fund-
ing the government should be a bipar-
tisan effort, but Republicans chose a 
partisan path drafting their continuing 
resolution without any input—any 
input—from congressional Democrats. 

Because of that, Republicans do not 
have the votes in the Senate to invoke 
cloture on the House CR. Our caucus is 
unified on a clean April 11 CR that will 
keep the government open and give 
Congress time to negotiate bipartisan 
legislation that can pass. 

We should vote on that. I hope—I 
hope—our Republican colleagues will 
join us to avoid a shutdown on Friday. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Democratic whip. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 93 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, for the 
second time over the past few weeks, I 
have come to the Senate floor to talk 
about the importance of medical re-
search funding at the National Insti-
tutes of Health—NIH. 

Last week during his address to Con-
gress, President Trump unveiled a new 
member of the U.S. Secret Service; a 
13-year-old named DJ who had always 
dreamed of becoming a police officer. It 
was a touching moment because DJ 
wasn’t supposed to be alive today. You 
see, in 2018, he was diagnosed with 
brain cancer and given just a few 
months to live. 

Because of advances in science and 
medicine, because of medical research-
ers conducting lifesaving work, be-
cause of new treatments and cures, 
thank goodness this young man is alive 
today. And he is alive because of the 
work of the National Institutes of 
Health. 

But that work, for a lot of other des-
perate families, is in danger because of 
President Trump and his unelected as-
sistant, Elon Musk, who are carrying 
out a cruel campaign to cut research 
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funding for diseases such as childhood 
cancer, ALS, Alzheimer’s, dementia, 
and so many more. 

I don’t know young DJ or his family, 
but I can just imagine what they went 
through when they were told their son 
had brain cancer. Who can imagine, as 
a parent, what that must have been 
like. And I bet you one of their first 
questions to the doctor was basic: Is 
there a cure? Is there treatment? Is 
there something we can do? Thank-
fully, the answer was ‘‘yes’’ because of 
medical research. 

You know, all the miracle drugs you 
see on TV, a constant deluge of ads 
about new drugs—99 percent of drugs 
approved in the last 10 years benefited 
from NIH research. NIH funding is why 
kids like DJ are beating cancer, why 
babies are being spared from preven-
tive illness, why HIV is no longer a 
death sentence, why progress is being 
made on ALS and so many neurological 
diseases. 

Since the start of this administra-
tion, we have seen the White House un-
leash a lawless, chaotic attack on ev-
erything from our Federal Aviation 
Administration to biomedical research. 

First, President Trump and Elon 
Musk ordered a freeze on most Federal 
grant funding, including medical re-
search funding. You see, after exten-
sive review of grant applications, the 
NIH awards approximately $38 billion a 
year in funding to the best and bright-
est medical researchers and univer-
sities in all 50 States, Illinois included. 

But Trump and Musk inexplicably 
view this as wasteful and needless. 
While this freeze was found illegal by a 
Federal judge, the administration has 
continued to defy court order. To this 
day, we are taking actions to prevent 
medical research funding from going 
out to scientists in labs with break-
through ideas. As a result, NIH has de-
layed awarding approximately $1 bil-
lion in grant funding to institutions 
nationwide. What alarms me is that 
NIH funding has not historically been a 
partisan issue. This used to be the 
most bipartisan thing in the Senate. 

Over the past decade, bipartisan 
members of Congress—Roy Blunt, Re-
publican Senator from Missouri; Lamar 
Alexander, Republican Senator from 
Tennessee; and PATTY MURRAY, Demo-
crat from Washington—joined with me 
in an effort to increase funding for the 
NIH. This bipartisan team, which I was 
proud to be part of, increased NIH 
funding over the last 10 years by 60 per-
cent. 

We did this because we know sickness 
does not respect partisan lines. We 
need cures on a bipartisan basis, and 
NIH funding leads to new break-
throughs for all patients in need, sup-
ports good-paying jobs in red and blue 
States, and cements our global leader-
ship. 

Illinois universities and hospitals re-
ceive approximately $1.3 billion in NIH 
funding every year that support 16,000 
researchers in our State and $3.6 billion 
in economic activity. Our State is the 
rule, not the exception in this regard. 

But Trump and Musk aren’t finished 
here. Next, they tried to indiscrimi-
nately slash how NIH pays for indirect 
costs. What is an indirect cost? It helps 
medical researchers operate their lab-
oratories, it pays for new computers, 
microscopes, and the handling of haz-
ardous materials. 

They are negotiated on a case-by- 
case basis between the Federal Govern-
ment and each hospital and university. 
Look, I am open to discussion about re-
forms to how indirect costs are cal-
culated, but just arbitrarily and ille-
gally slashing all indirect cost allot-
ments will stop medical research in its 
tracks and many laboratories. 

Thankfully, Illinois’ attorney general 
and 21 others sued and secured tem-
porary relief for universities and re-
searchers. Now Trump and Elon Musk 
have focused their efforts on firing the 
medical researchers themselves. Re-
ports indicate that 1,200 NIH employees 
have been fired so far, experienced vac-
cine researchers, the next generation of 
scientists and the acting director of 
the NIH’s Alzheimer’s and dementia 
program. 

Further, Trump and Musk have 
ended a popular trainee program that 
brought 1,600 young scientists out of 
colleges to the NIH world-renowned 
campus in Maryland. NIH research 
leads to new cures and treatments that 
extend, improve, and save lives. That is 
why I am once again trying to pass a 
resolution pledging just basic bipar-
tisan support for NIH. 

This resolution is simple. It says the 
work of NIH should not be subject to 
interruption, delay, or funding disrup-
tions in violation of the law, and it re-
affirms the workforce of the NIH is es-
sential to sustaining medical progress. 

For kids like DJ, for people like my 
friend Brian Wallach who is fighting 
ALS, for every family out there dealing 
with a life-threatening diagnosis, we 
cannot—we must not—stay silent in 
the face of Donald Trump and Elon 
Musk’s assault on medical research. 

I will never stop fighting to protect 
NIH and the medical research it sup-
ports. I hope it once again will become 
a bipartisan effort. 

As if in legislative session, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be discharged from fur-
ther consideration and the Senate now 
proceed to S. Res. 93; further, that the 
resolution be agreed to; and that the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
an objection? 

The Senator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. MULLIN. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-

jection is heard. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, at this 

point, I hope I can appeal to my friend 
from Oklahoma. It is important to 
every single State, but it is certainly 
important to my State of Illinois 
where we have thousands of research-
ers and millions of dollars being spent. 

But it is also important to his State. 
Oklahoma has very valuable labora-
tories and hospitals that do research as 
well. 

I would like to just give you some ex-
amples. Each year, Oklahoma receives 
$160 million in NIH funding. This 
money supports 2,500 jobs in the State 
of Oklahoma and $450 million in eco-
nomic activity. The top NIH funding 
research in Oklahoma is the University 
of Oklahoma. It receives $80 million a 
year. 

With this funding, researchers in 
Oklahoma recently conducted research 
on slowing kidney disease progression, 
improving brain function after strokes, 
and how changes in cell activity can 
slow the progression of Alzheimer’s. 

Senator MULLIN, I know, is a grad-
uate—a proud graduate, I am sure—of 
Oklahoma State University, which re-
ceives $50 million in NIH funding. Mr. 
President, I hope I can appeal to my 
colleague and others to take a close 
look at their own home States on this 
medical research. It makes a difference 
in their States, and it makes a valu-
able difference in the quality of life for 
Americans across the board. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Hawaii. 
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, we are 
50 days into Donald Trump’s second 
term, and the American economy is al-
ready in free fall; prices are soaring, 
stocks are plummeting, and people are 
panicking about a recession. None of 
this was inevitable. All of this is 
Trump’s own making. 

This week after Trump couldn’t cat-
egorically rule out that his policies 
would lead to a recession, Nasdaq had 
its worst day in years while the Dow 
Jones dropped a whopping 1,300 points. 
But it is not just the stock market 
that is taking a hit; it is regular people 
everywhere. 

Consumer confidence is down by 7 
points—7 points in 50 days—since 
Trump took office, and spending has 
dropped for the first time in 2 years. 
The dollar is weaker, hiring is slowing, 
interest rates are unlikely to come 
down, and the GDP is expected to 
shrink this quarter for the first time in 
3 years. 

You know, usually Presidents get too 
much blame or too much credit for the 
state of the economy but not this time. 
Trump is going out of his way to 
plunge the economy into chaos and 
make life harder for everyone. Whether 
you are buying groceries or trading 
stocks or hoping to retire next month, 
you are getting hit. 

When the Commerce Secretary was 
asked yesterday about a potential re-
cession, he said: ‘‘It’s worth it.’’ 

‘‘It’s worth it.’’ 
They actually think a recession 

would be worth it. And if the economic 
numbers coming in are bad, if they 
show that the economy is shrinking or 
the costs are rising, their solution is to 
cook the books to make them seem 
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