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Rule 16.—Other Procedures and Regulations

(a) The Chair may establish such other
procedures and take such actions as may be
necessary to carry out the responsibilities of
the Committee or to facilitate its effective
operation.

(b) The Chair may direct staff of the Com-
mittee to make any necessary technical or
conforming changes to these Rules without
intervening Committee action. In all cases,
the Chair shall cause the most current
version of the Rules to be available to mem-
bers of the Committee.
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Rule 1.—Meetings of the Committee

(a) Regular meetings may be called by the
Chair, with the concurrence of the Vice
Chair, as may be deemed necessary or pursu-
ant to the provision of paragraph 3 of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate.

(b) Meetings of the committee, including
meetings to conduct hearings, shall be open
to the public, except that a meeting or series
of meetings by the committee on the same
subject for a period of no more than 14 cal-
endar days may be closed to the public on a
motion made and seconded to go into closed
session to discuss only whether the matters
enumerated in subparagraphs (A) through
(F') would require the meeting to be closed
followed immediately by a recorded vote in
open session by a majority of the members of
the committee when it is determined that
the matters to be discussed or the testimony
to be taken at such meeting or meetings—

(1) will disclose matters necessary to be
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States;

(2) will relate solely to matters of the com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedures;

(3) will tend to charge an individual with
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure
the professional standing of an individual, or
otherwise to expose an individual to public
contempt or obloquy, or will represent a
clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy of
an individual;

(4) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terest of effective law enforcement;

(5) will disclose information relating to the
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given
person if—

(i) an Act of Congress requires the informa-
tion to be kept confidential by Government
officers and employees; or

(ii) the information has been obtained by
the Government on a confidential basis,
other than through an application by such
person for a specific Government financial or
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the
benefit, and is required to be kept secret in
order to prevent undue injury to the com-
petitive position of such person; or

(6) may divulge matters required to kept
confidential under the provisions of law or
Government regulation. (Paragraph 5(b) of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate.)

(c) Written notices of committee meetings
will normally be sent by the committee’s
staff director to all members at least three
days in advance. In addition, the committee
staff will email or telephone reminders of
committee meetings to all members of the
committee or to the appropriate staff assist-
ants in their offices.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(d) A copy of the committee’s intended
agenda enumerating separate items of com-
mittee business will normally be sent to all
members of the committee by the staff direc-
tor at least one day in advance of all meet-
ings. This does not preclude any member of
the committee from raising appropriate non-
agenda topics.

(e) Any witness who is to appear before the
committee in any hearing shall file with the
clerk of the committee at least three busi-
ness days before the date of their appear-
ance, a written statement of their proposed
testimony and an executive summary there-
of, in such form as the Chair may direct, un-
less the Chair waived such a requirement for
good cause.

Rule 2.—Quorums

(a) Pursuant to paragraph T(a)(1) of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules, four members
of the committee shall constitute a quorum.

(b) Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(2) of rule
XXVI of the Standing Rules, two members of
the committee shall constitute a quorum for
the purpose of taking testimony; provided,
however, once a quorum is established, any
one member can continue to take such testi-
mony.

(c) Under no circumstance may proxies be
considered for the establishment of a
quorum.

Rule 3.—Voting

(a) Voting in the committee on any issue
will normally be by voice vote.

(b) If a third of the members present so de-
mand, a recorded vote will be taken on any
question by roll call.

(c) The results of roll call votes taken in
any meeting upon a measure, or any amend-
ment thereto, shall be stated in the com-
mittee report on that measure unless pre-
viously announced by the committee, and
such report or announcement shall include a
tabulation of the votes cast in favor and the
votes cast in opposition to each measure and
amendment by each member of the com-
mittee. (Paragraph 7(b) and (c) of rule XXVI
of the Standing Rules.)

Rule 4.—Delegation and Authority to the Chair
and Vice Chair

(a) The Chair and Vice Chair are author-
ized to sign all necessary vouchers and rou-
tine papers for which the committee’s ap-
proval is required and to decide on the com-
mittee’s behalf on all routine business.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PACIFIC NORTHWEST
NATIONAL LABORATORY

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today,
with my colleague Senator CANTWELL,
we commemorate the 60th anniversary
of the Pacific Northwest National Lab-
oratory, or PNNL. As one of the De-
partment of Energy’s premier national
laboratories over the past 60 years,
PNNL has tackled some of our Nation’s
most complex and urgent challenges
using its strengths in chemistry, Earth
sciences, biology, and data science. As
longtime supporters who are well
versed in PNNL’s valuable contribu-
tions to our Nation’s scientific dis-
covery, energy, and national security,
we are proud to take the opportunity
to recognize its 60th anniversary.

In January 1965, the Atomic Energy
Commission, the predecessor Agency of
the Department of Energy, selected
Battelle, a nonprofit research and de-
velopment organization, to take over
the Hanford Laboratories at the Han-
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ford Site in southeastern Washington
State. Then known as Pacific North-
west Laboratory, the laboratory pro-
vided critical support to plutonium
production and nuclear waste cleanup
at Hanford and over the years evolved
into one of DOE’s most diverse multi-
disciplinary laboratories with signifi-
cant portfolios in science, energy, and
national security.

Over the past 60 years, PNNL has le-
veraged its scientific capabilities to
make significant contributions in im-
portant areas such as supporting the
cleanup of legacy nuclear waste, under-
standing Earth systems, modernizing
the grid, advancing energy storage, en-
abling energy resilience, supporting
nuclear nonproliferation, and pro-
tecting against cyberattacks, as well
as building and applying artificial in-
telligence tools to accelerate scientific
discovery in key areas related to na-
tional security and energy. PNNL has
grown from just over 2,200 employees in
1965 to more than 6,400 today. It is the
single largest employer in central
Washington, with staff at its main
campus in Richland, at PNNL-Sequim,
DOE’s only marine research facility, as
well as in satellite offices in Seattle,
Portland, Oregon, and College Park,
MD.

We also want to highlight PNNL’s
collaborations with both academia and
industry. PNNL has over 200 joint ap-
pointments with over 60 academic in-
stitutions and is home to seven joint
institutes, combining the expertise and
capabilities of universities and a na-
tional laboratory to accelerate science
impact. In Washington, the Wash-
ington State University-PNNL Ad-
vanced Grid Institute is working to
modernize the electric grid and provide
secure energy infrastructure for the
Nation. The WSU-PNNL Bioproducts
Institute explores ways to transform
engineered plants and industrial, agri-
cultural, and municipal wastes into
valuable materials and chemicals, in-
cluding sustainable aviation fuel. The

University of Washington-PNNL
Northwest Institute for Materials
Physics, Chemistry, and Technology,

also known as NW Impact, focuses on
advancements in materials that have
the potential to transform multiple
fields including energy, telecommuni-
cations, medicine, and information
technology. Beyond Washington, PNNL
has joint institutes with universities in
Oregon, Maryland, and Georgia cov-
ering biomedical innovation, Earth
systems, and cybersecurity and resil-
ient infrastructure.

PNNL also collaborates with busi-
nesses large and small throughout the
United States. One of the primary mis-
sions at PNNL is to move innovations
developed at the lab into the market-
place where they can be used to solve
national problems, improve lives, and
enhance security. Airport security
checkpoints use PNNL-developed milli-
meter wave technology scanning to de-
tect concealed objects and increase se-
curity. Technology identifying molec-
ular differences in samples as small as



S1662

a single cell and 1,000 times faster than
current methods is helping advance
medicine and environmental manage-
ment. And PNNL’s superconducting
Qubit testbed is contributing to ad-
vances in quantum computing, which
can help solve problems of energy pro-
duction and sustainability. PNNL re-
searchers were named on 59 patents
granted in fiscal year 2024 and on near-
1y 1,700 U.S. patents since 1965.

During its long history, PNNL has
committed to developing the future
workforce in science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics. Last year
alone, the lab reached more than 51,000
students and 900 educators and hosted
1,717 students as interns, a 35 percent
increase since 2020. In addition, PNNL
created a STEM Ambassador Program,
training its scientists on how best to
communicate and convey the impact
and relevance of their work to various
audiences. STEM Ambassadors volun-
teer at outreach events throughout the
Richland, Seattle, and Sequim areas
using interactive, hands-on displays to
spark interest in STEM learning and
careers. STEM Ambassadors have been
invited to present at DOE’s National
Science Bowl, a nationwide academic
competition. PNNL’s STEM Ambas-
sador Program is now a model for simi-
lar efforts at other national labora-
tories.

As longtime champions of PNNL, we
know that we are lucky in Washington
State to have such a phenomenal re-
source in our backyard. We want to
congratulate all past and present em-
ployees of PNNL on an incredible 60
years. Thank you for everything you
do for our State, our country, and our
entire world. We look forward to many
more years of innovation and discovery
that will make our world a better,
cleaner, and safer place to live.

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I was
absent on Thursday, March 6, 2025, for
rollcall vote No. 110. Had I been
present, I would have voted Yea on the
motion to invoke cloture on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 18, S.
331, the Halt All Lethal Trafficking
(HALT) of Fentanyl Act, rollcall vote
No. 110.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:00 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate.

H.R. 495. An act to require annual reports
on counter illicit cross-border tunnel oper-
ations, and for other purposes.

H.R. 708. An act to establish in the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security a working group
relating to countering terrorist, cybersecu-
rity, border and port security, and transpor-
tation security threats posed to the United
States by the Chinese Communist Party, and
for other purposes.
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H.R. 862. An act to reduce commuting bur-
dens on Transportation Security Adminis-
tration employees, and for other purposes.

H.R. 901. An act to require the Under Sec-
retary of the Science and Technology Direc-
torate of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to develop a Department-wide policy
and process to safeguard research and devel-
opment from unauthorized access to or dis-
closure of sensitive information in research
and development acquisitions, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 993. An act to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to develop a plan to iden-
tify, integrate, and deploy new, innovative,
disruptive, or other emerging or advanced
technologies to enhance, or address capa-
bility gaps in, border security operations,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 1166. An act to prohibit the Secretary
of Homeland Security from procuring cer-
tain foreign-made batteries, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 1374. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to make improvements
to the Securing the Cities program, and for
other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 17. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony as
part of the commemoration of the days of re-
membrance of victims of the Holocaust.

At 6:04 p.m., a message from the
House of Reprentatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1968. An act making further con-
tinuing appropriations and other extensions
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2025,
and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 495. An act to require annual reports
on counter illicit cross-border tunnel oper-
ations, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

H.R. 708. An act to establish in the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security a working group
relating to countering terrorist, cybersecu-
rity, border and port security, and transpor-
tation security threats posed to the United
States by the Chinese Communist Party, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

H.R. 862. An act to reduce commuting bur-
dens on Transportation Security Adminis-
tration employees, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

H.R. 901. An act to require the Under Sec-
retary of the Science and Technology Direc-
torate of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to develop a Department-wide policy
and process to safeguard research and devel-
opment from unauthorized access to or dis-
closure of sensitive information in research
and development acquisitions, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 993. An act to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to develop a plan to iden-
tify, integrate, and deploy new, innovative,
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disruptive, or other emerging or advanced
technologies to enhance, or address capa-
bility gaps in, border security operations,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

H.R. 1166. An act to prohibit the Secretary
of Homeland Security from procuring cer-
tain foreign-made batteries, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 1374. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to make improvements
to the Securing the Cities program, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

——
MEASURES READ THE FIRST
TIME—MARCH 11 (LEGISLATIVE

DAY MARCH 10) 2025

The following bill was read the first
time:

H.R. 1968. An act making further con-
tinuing appropriations and other extensions
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2025,
and for other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. WICKER for the Committee on
Armed Services.

*Stephen Feinberg, of New York, to be
Deputy Secretary of Defense.

*John Phelan, of Florida, to be Secretary
of the Navy.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. CAPITO (for herself and Mr.
BENNET):

S. 925. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a tax credit for
working family caregivers; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. KING (for himself and Mr.
SHEEHY):

S. 926. A Dbill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to establish a program to fur-
nish to certain veterans items used for the
secure storage of firearms, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. WARNER, and Mr. CAs-
SIDY):

S. 927. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to ensure accurate pay-
ments to pharmacies under Medicaid and to
prevent the use of abusive spread pricing
practices under Medicaid; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. BANKS:

S. 928. A bill to amend the Employment
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 to
prohibit plan investments in foreign adver-
sary and sanctioned entities, require disclo-
sure of existing investments in such entities,
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