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The stark reality and the fact is, if
Congress fails to extend the Trump tax
cuts that expire at the end of this year,
the average family of four making
$75,000 a year will face a $1,500 tax in-
crease next year. Working families will
see the child tax credit cut in half.

So the facts are pretty obvious, as
plain as the nose on your face: Extend-
ing the Trump tax cuts will actually
benefit working families, and doing
nothing, which is what our Democratic
colleagues seem to want, will make
them worse off.

At the end of the day, we work for
the people we represent in our respec-
tive States. And, certainly, the voters
in Alabama and Texas and in the ma-
jority of the country have made their
preference clear. President Trump
campaigned on extending these tax
cuts. Republicans in the House and the
Senate did the same. And we were re-
warded with majorities in both Houses
and with President Trump being re-
elected to the White House.

Working families in Texas and across
the country voted for the President
and the political party they thought
would benefit them the most, espe-
cially their pocketbooks and their
standard of living, and they voted re-
soundingly for President Trump and
congressional Republicans. So it is
simply not true to say that Repub-
licans are somehow out of touch with
the voters that gave us the majority in
both Houses and President Trump re-
elected to the White House.

I know our Democratic colleagues
are angry. They don’t like being in the
minority. It is not a lot of fun. But
there is a reason. And they still
haven’t learned that the policies they
promoted and that they sold to the
American people were rejected on No-
vember 5. So sometimes, as Ronald
Reagan liked to say—again—facts are
stubborn things. So I would invite our
colleagues across the aisle to look at
the facts and maybe look in the mirror
and say: What we were doing didn’t
work out so well, so maybe we ought to
work with Republicans to change our
policies.

The American people simply cannot
afford a tax increase on top of 40-year-
high inflation. I look forward to work-
ing with my Republican colleagues in
the House and the Senate to deliver by
extending the Trump tax cuts and to
make life better for working families
in Texas and across the country. And I
would invite our Democratic col-
leagues to join us, if they will. I am not
sure they are there yet. They are still
pretty angry. They are still pretty
upset. They are still—what do they call
it? They call it the resistance. They
are the party of the resistance. Well,
right now, they are resisting what is
best for the American people, and that
is a bad place to be.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.
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Ms. HIRONO. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ABORTION PROVIDER APPRECIATION DAY

Ms. HTIRONO. Madam President, since
1996, we have recognized March 10 as
Abortion Provider Appreciation Day.

I rise today, therefore, in gratitude
for the doctors and healthcare profes-
sionals who bravely continue to pro-
vide necessary care despite attacks on
reproductive rights and abortion pro-
viders, to express gratitude for the
hard work and commitment of abortion
providers and their staff across the
country, and in remembrance of those
providers tragically lost to extreme
anti-abortion violence—providers like
Dr. David Gunn.

On this day 32 years ago, Dr. Gunn, a
dedicated medical professional, was
murdered while walking into the clinic
where he worked. Dr. Gunn was tar-
geted by an anti-abortion extremist for
simply doing his job—providing cru-
cial, lifesaving care to his patients.

Tragically, this kind of violence
against abortion providers, patients,
and clinics has only increased over the
years since his murder and even before.
Since the 1970s, there have been at
least 11 murders, 42 bombings, 531 as-
saults, and thousands of other criminal
incidents against innocent people, doc-
tors, patients, and staff simply pro-
viding or receiving necessary reproduc-
tive care.

Congress enacted the Freedom of Ac-
cess to Clinic Entrances Act in 1994—
more than 30 years ago—to prevent
this kind of violence at our reproduc-
tive healthcare centers and clinics, and
the Justice Department prosecuted
people who violated this law.

Rather than supporting this law,
within days of being sworn in office as
President, President Trump pardoned
23 anti-abortion extremists incarcer-
ated for violating the law. Moreover,
his Department of Justice announced
they would stop prosecuting most cases
under this law.

As the Trump administration is tak-
ing steps to dismantle safe, licensed
clinics that provide quality, lifesaving
reproductive care, Republicans are also
working to fund unregulated anti-abor-
tion centers or crisis pregnancy centers
nationwide.

Earlier this year, Missouri Repub-
licans introduced a bill that would let
their taxpayers take 100 percent deduc-
tion on State income taxes for dona-
tions to crisis pregnancy centers. Es-
sentially, in Missouri, they want to re-
direct funding from critical State serv-
ices to these so-called crisis pregnancy
centers that spread dangerous misin-
formation while doing very little to ac-
tually help women seeking fact-based
medical counseling.

Republicans aren’t trying to help
women; they are attacking funda-
mental healthcare and emboldening
violent anti-abortion extremists by not
prosecuting violations short of murder,
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effectively eliminating any serious
consequences for those who attack,
threaten, or intimidate innocent peo-
ple in reproductive healthcare spaces—
patients and providers alike.

Democrats, on the other hand, re-
main committed to protecting abortion
access and protecting the professionals
who provide it where legal.

Today, on Abortion Provider Appre-
ciation Day, we remember Dr. David
Gunn and those killed and targeted by
senseless acts of anti-abortion vio-
lence, and we honor the bravery of
abortion providers across our country.
These providers, their staff, and coun-
selors continue to provide essential
care despite the threats they face.

While Republicans work to ban abor-
tion nationwide, we Democrats reaf-
firm our commitment to protecting
and strengthening reproductive rights
for all.

To abortion providers in Hawaii and
across the country, mahalo for your
critical, courageous work.

I yield the floor.

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CRAMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON CHAVEZ-DEREMER NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Chavez-DeRemer nomi-
nation?

Mr. BOOZMAN. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
FETTERMAN) is necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 67,
nays 32, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 111 Ex.]

YEAS—67
Banks Hassan Peters
Barrasso Hawley Ricketts
Bennet Hickenlooper Risch
Blackburn Hoeven Rosen
Boozman Husted Rounds
Britt Hyde-Smith Schiff
Capito Johnson Schmitt
Cassidy Justice
Collins Kaine 222:: gé‘))
Cornyn Kelly Shaheen
Cortez Masto Kennedy
Cotton Klobuchar Sheeh;‘f
Cramer Lankford SlOt_km
Crapo Lee Sullivan
Cruz Lummis Thune
Curtis Marshall Tillis
Daines McCormick Tuberville
Ernst Moody Warner
Fischer Moran Warnock
Gallego Moreno Whitehouse
Graham Mullin Wicker
Grassley Murkowski Young
Hagerty Ossoff
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NAYS—32
Alsobrooks Heinrich Paul
Baldwin Hirono Reed
Blumenthal Kim Sanders
Blunt Rochester  King Schatz
Booker Lujan Schumer
Budd Markey Smith
Cantwell McConnell Van Hollen
Coons Merkley
Duckworth Murphy gzgﬁn
Durbin Murray Wyden
Gillibrand Padilla ¥
NOT VOTING—1
Fetterman

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
RICKETTS). Under the previous order,
the motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

————————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

HALT ALL LETHAL TRAFFICKING
OF FENTANYL ACT—Motion to
Proceed—Resumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session and resume
consideration of the motion to proceed
to S. 331.

The clerk will report the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 18, S.
331, a bill to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act with respect to the scheduling of
fentanyl-related substances, and for other
purposes.

VOTE ON MOTION TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question occurs
on agreeing to the motion to proceed.

The motion was agreed to.

———

HALT ALL LETHAL TRAFFICKING
OF FENTANYL ACT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 331) to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act with respect to the scheduling of
fentanyl-related substances, and for other
purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1237

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I call up
Grassley amendment No. 1237.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the amendment by
number.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from South Dakota [Mr.

THUNE], for Mr. GRASSLEY, pProposes an
amendment numbered 1237.
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask

that the reading be dispensed with.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To improve the bill)
In section 5(a)(1), strike ‘‘6”’ and insert 7.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 31.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Stephen Miran,
of New York, to be Chairman of the
Council of Economic Advisers.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 31, Stephen
Miran, of New York, to be Chairman of the
Council of Economic Advisers.

John Thune, Ted Budd, Tom Cotton,
Cindy Hyde-Smith, Tommy Tuberville,
Katie Britt, Ashley B. Moody, Pete
Ricketts, Tim Scott of South Carolina,
Dan Sullivan, Roger F. Wicker, Cyn-
thia M. Lummis, Eric Schmitt, Joni
Ernst, John Hoeven, Jerry Moran,
Lindsey Graham.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 34.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Keith
Sonderling, of Florida, to be Deputy
Secretary of Liabor.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
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Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 34, Keith
Sonderling, of Florida, to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Labor.

John Thune, Ted Budd, Tom Cotton,
Cindy Hyde-Smith, Tommy Tuberville,
Katie Britt, Ashley B. Moody, Pete
Ricketts, Tim Scott of South Carolina,
Dan Sullivan, Roger F. Wicker, Cyn-
thia M. Lummis, Eric Schmitt, Joni
Ernst, John Hoeven, Jerry Moran,
Lindsey Graham.

Mr. THUNE. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 200

Mr. MORENO. Mr. President, with
great honor, I stand before you. As you
know, I have been in this Chamber for
10 weeks, and it is one of the greatest
honors of my life to represent the peo-
ple of Ohio here in the U.S. Senate.

It is especially an honor because 1
wasn’t born in this country. I was born
in Bogota, Colombia. My mom and dad
moved myself, my sister, and my five
brothers to America to find a different
opportunity, a better opportunity. We
are part of a long line of immigrants
that come to this country to make this
country stronger and to make this
country better and to live our version
of the American dream.

We know what happened, Mr. Presi-
dent, over the last 4 years at our south-
ern border. It was a total and complete
disgrace. It is a disgrace not just be-
cause of the unlimited amount of peo-
ple that came into this country—al-
most 10 million encounters over a 4-
year period—but it is a disgrace be-
cause that is not how we should wel-
come people to this Nation.

We should not have people who want
to come to America pay a drug cartel
to smuggle them across Mexico, raped
along the way, beaten along the way,
every last cent that they have robbed
from them and their families, and then
smuggled into the country, and then
charged even more money when they
think the journey is over. In some
cases, the people come into the interior
of the country and have to pay back
enormous sums of money so that cartel
members don’t come into the country
and find them and kill them or kill
their family members back home. That
is no way to have people come to this
country.

Now, if you look at this chart—it is a
very famous chart because President
Trump referred to it at his rally—you
can see immigration is not a new issue
in this country. We have had a problem
for a long, long time.

President Trump took office, and he
put in place right here an Executive
order. What that Executive order did is
it said: Hey, you can only claim asy-
lum at a legal port of entry.

So if you cross a river, if you scale a
wall, if you go through a tunnel, you
can’t claim asylum once you get to the
other side because, as we know, asylum
is for refugees, people who are fleeing
dangerous situations because of their
race, their religion, or their political
beliefs.
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