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communities safer by changing sen-
tencing laws and providing opportuni-
ties for incarcerated people to prepare
to reenter society successfully.

I was proud to champion this land-
mark legislation alongside Senators
GRASSLEY, BOOKER, and LEE. It took
months of bipartisan negotiation and
compromise. But the result was a his-
toric victory that significantly im-
proved our justice system.

I can safely say that the Federal Pro-
bation Act laid the groundwork 100
years ago for legislation like the First
Step Act.

Today, we are all responsible for ad-
vancing this work through the passage
of fair and effective criminal justice re-
forms. And I would like to thank the
Administrative Office for the Courts’
Office of Probation and Pretrial Serv-
ices and the Federal Probation and
Pretrial Services Officers Association
for their continued partnership in lead-
ing this work. It is an honor to cele-
brate 100 years of this pivotal law.

————
HALT FENTANYL ACT

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
voted today to oppose cloture on the
motion to proceed to the HALT
Fentanyl Act. Our Nation and my
State of Maryland are experiencing a
crisis with synthetic opioids like
fentanyl and related drugs, and I
strongly support action to combat drug
trafficking and prevent overdoses. We
need public health solutions that will
help American families and our com-
munities, but instead, the bill before us
could lead to harmful unintended con-
sequences, including limiting the po-
tential for less addictive pain therapies
and treatments like Naloxone that
could prevent and reverse overdose. It
also expands mandatory minimums,
which increase incarceration but do
not reduce crime, and applies them to
a broad class of drugs regardless of
their actual physiological effects, so
that someone could be incarcerated for
a decade or more for drugs that are ef-
fectively harmless.

It is my hope that we will have the
opportunity to amend this legislation,
including with amendments put for-
ward by my colleague Senator BOOKER.
However, as we have no guarantee that
amendments will be permitted by the
majority despite the urgency of the
issue before us, I voted against cloture
today. I urge my colleagues to work to
improve the bill in the coming days in
order to address the possible unin-
tended consequences of this legislation
s0, instead, the bill focuses on tackling
dangerous drugs and allows for life-
saving research and development of po-
tential treatments.

———
VOTE EXPLANATION

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I was ab-
sent for one rollcall vote on March 6,
2025.

On March 6, had I been present, I
would have voted nay on the motion to
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invoke cloture on Executive Calendar
No. 29, Troy Edgar, of California, to be
Deputy Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, rollcall vote No. 107.

———

CONFIRMATION OF LINDA
MCcMAHON

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, I was ab-
sent from the Senate on March 3, 2025.
Had I been present for rollcall vote No.
99 on the nomination of Linda McMa-
hon, of Connecticut, to be Secretary of
Education, I would have voted no. As
Secretary, Mrs. McMahon will be a
rubberstamp on President Trump’s
agenda to dismantle the Department of
Education. President Trump has even
said that he hopes that Mrs. McMahon
“‘puts herself out of a job.”

The Department of Education is re-
sponsible for distributing funds to K-12
schools and administering Pell grants,
the Federal Student Loan Program,
and programs that help support stu-
dents with disabilities. Already, the
Trump administration has cut funding
contracts within the Department that
support data collection, learning tools,
and programs to increase test scores.

Mrs. McMahon does not have the ex-
perience required to support the more
than 62 million students in their ele-
mentary to postsecondary education
across the country. Mrs. McMahon has
no experience teaching or working in a
school. Her experience does not lend
her the tools the Secretary of Edu-
cation needs to address the complex
needs of our Nation’s students, who are
struggling with rising mental health
issues.

I do not have confidence that, under
Mrs. McMahon’s leadership, the De-
partment of Education will continue to
perform its core duties and support
students across the country, in all
stages of their education.

———————

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, I was ab-
sent from the Senate on March 3, 2025.
Had I been present for rollcall vote No.
100 on S.9, I would have voted no. This
legislation is a gross overreach of Fed-
eral authority on mandating State ac-
tion. It does not in fact protect women
and girls in sports, nor does it create
competitive fairness. Rather, it is an
effort to marginalize an already tar-
geted community. Instead of investing
in and removing barriers for women
and girls to participate in sports, this
bill threatens women’s sports by cre-
ating harmful Federal gender verifica-
tion standards that impede on the pri-
vacy and dignity of women and girls.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO PETE BUNCE

e Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, today, I
want to recognize Pete Bunce, the
president and CEO of the General Avia-
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tion Manufacturers Association,
GAMA, who is retiring next month.
Pete is a dedicated leader and a stal-
wart in the aviation industry. He has
done a remarkable job advocating for
the interests of general aviation manu-
facturers, many of which call Kansas
home.

I first met Pete during my time in
the House of Representatives, when he
was the Director of the U.S. Air Force
Congressional Budget and Appropria-
tions Liaison in the House. We worked
together on military, veterans, and
transportation issues. When he went
over to GAMA, I knew the association
would be in good hands, and he has
taken it to new heights during his il-
lustrious 20 years at the helm.

Throughout his storied career, Pete
has engaged regulators, policymakers,
and elected officials to promote gen-
eral aviation. As part of his legislative
affairs efforts, he led GAMA during the
passage and implementation of the
Small Airplane Revitalization Act,
which modernized the certification
standards and methods for small air-
craft. He and his team have also pro-
vided valuable industry insights
through numerous FAA reauthoriza-
tions, including the latest bill passed
last Congress. During the COVID-19
pandemic, Pete and his team strongly
advocated for the Aviation Manufac-
turing Jobs Protection (AMJP) pro-
gram, which I helped successfully man-
age through Congress to strengthen the
aviation industry’s fragile supply chain
and keeping highly skilled workers in
the industry.

Pete and his GAMA team were also
was intimately involved with consider-
ation and passage of the Advanced Air
Mobility and Coordination Act. I hope
that report, which should be delivered
by the administration in the near
term, will help lay the foundation for
this critical industry and the innova-
tions it will bring.

Pete has been recognized for his note-
worthy service to the general aviation
industry with many accolades includ-
ing being named the 2007 Aviation In-
dustry Leader of the Year by the Liv-
ing Legends of Aviation, awarded the
ICAS Sword of Excellence in 2009, in-
ducted as one of the 70 Living Legends
of Aviation in 2010, inducted into the
Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame, pre-
sented with the NAA Wesley L. McDon-
ald Distinguished Statesman of Avia-
tion Award in 2022, and bestowed with
the EAA’s Freedom of Flight Award in
2024.

Pete has done so much to advance
the welfare of the general aviation in-
dustry, one which he has loved and
cherished since first learning to fly as
a teenager and working at his local air-
port.

Thank you, Pete, for your steadfast
service to the general aviation indus-
try, especially within the great State
of Kansas. I wish you ‘‘Blue Skies and
Tailwinds’ during your well-earned re-
tirement. I hope you enjoy retirement
and spending more time with your
lovely wife Patty.e
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RECOGNIZING JONES HERITAGE
REALTY

e Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, today, I
want to recognize Jones Heritage Real-
tors of Pittsburg, KS, as they celebrate
120 years in the real estate business.

Jones Heritage Realtors was founded
in 1905 by Frank A. Jones in Pittsburg.
In 1908, Frank’s brother Ernest joined
the business, and together, they estab-
lished their family business selling real
estate and insurance.

Paul S. Jones joined his father Frank
in 1946, and a few years later, Frank’s
daughter Ruth Jones Sherman joined
the family business in 1953. Ruth was
the first female realtor in the city of
Pittsburg and worked for the agency
for 34 years.

Brian K. Jones, Paul’s son, joined the
business in 1979 and purchased his fa-
ther’s interest in the agency in 1985.
Even after transferring his share of the
company to his son, Paul remained ac-
tive in the management of the family
operation for several years.

As the leader of Jones Heritage Real-
tors, Brian has served his community
numerous ways, serving as a member of
the local Rotary club, Pittsburg Area
Chamber of Commerce, Pittsburg Land
Bank Board of Trustees, Crawford
County Mental Health Board, Commu-
nity Health Center of Southeast Kan-
sas, Family and Children Together, Ex-
plore Crawford County, and the Pitts-
burg Board of Realtors.

He is active in the National Associa-
tion of Realtors and served as its direc-
tor and region 9 vice president in 2015.
As a member of the Kansas Association
of Realtors, Brian served as the 2010
president, the chairman of Real Estate
Business Resources, the Associations
for Profit Company, and is on the
board of directors and executive com-
mittee. Brian was also awarded the 2002
Kansas Realtor of the Year and 2013
Distinguished Service Award.

Brian has invested his time and re-
sources into his community, and indi-
viduals in Pittsburg have expressed
their gratitude for Brian and Jones
Heritage Realtors. Blake Benson, the
Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce
President said, ‘‘Jones Heritage Real-
tors is among Kansas’ most notable
corporate citizens. From its beginning
in 1905 through today, the company has
always prioritized community involve-
ment among its brokers and realtors
and our region has benefitted greatly
from their support. We look forward to
continuing this relationship well into
the future.”

Kim Froman, city of Pittsburg Direc-
tor of Community Development and
Housing, said, ‘“‘Brian’s extensive
knowledge and experience with real es-
tate has made him an ideal advocate
for housing initiatives within the City
of Pittsburg. He dedicated nine years of
service to the Pittsburg Land Bank
Board of Trustees, including three
years as chairperson, while also hold-
ing multiple other positions on com-
munity boards. All of this combined ex-
perience has greatly impacted the
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housing market and community within
the City of Pittsburg, and we look for-
ward to continuing to work together in
the future.”

Today, Jones Heritage Realtors is an
integral component of the growth and
economic development of the Pittsburg
community. The firm has handled nu-
merous commercial, industrial and res-
idential transactions and has developed
several residential and commercial
areas throughout the city.

With 120 years and three generations
of knowledge and experience in the
Pittsburg community, Jones Heritage
Realtors has a prominent influence in
the local real estate industry and will
continue their legacy of excellence for
years to come.

Congratulations to Brian and his
team on this milestone.®

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Kelly, one of his sec-
retaries.

———————

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES

REPORT RELATIVE TO THE
ISSUANCE OF AN EXECUTIVE
ORDER DECLARING A NATIONAL
EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO HALT
EFFORTS BY THE INTER-
NATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT TO
INVESTIGATE, ARREST, DETAIN,
OR PROSECUTE PERSONS 1IN
AMERICA AND OUR CLOSE ALLY
ISRAEL THROUGH BLATANT
LAWFARE—PM 13

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (60 U.S.C.
1701 et seq.), the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), section 212(f)
of the Immigration and Nationality
Act of 1952 (8 U.S.C. 1182(f)), and sec-
tion 301 of title 3, United States Code,
I hereby report that I have exercised
my authority to declare a national
emergency in order to halt efforts by
the International Criminal Court (ICC)
to investigate, arrest, detain, or pros-
ecute persons in America and our close
ally Israel through blatant lawfare. I
am enclosing a copy of the Executive
Order I have issued.

The ICC has, without basis, asserted
jurisdiction over and opened investiga-
tions into personnel of the United
States and certain of its allies, includ-
ing Israel, and has further abused its
power by issuing baseless arrest war-
rants targeting Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and Former Min-
ister of Defense Yoav Gallant. The ICC
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has no jurisdiction over the United
States or Israel, as neither country is
party to the Rome Statute or a mem-
ber of the ICC. Neither country has
ever recognized the ICC’s jurisdiction,
and both nations are thriving democ-
racies with militaries that strictly ad-
here to the laws of war. The ICC’s re-
cent actions against Israel and the
United States set a dangerous prece-
dent, directly endangering current and
former United States personnel, includ-
ing active service members of the
Armed Forces, by exposing them to
harassment, abuse, and possible arrest.
This malign conduct in turn threatens
to infringe upon the sovereignty of the
United States and undermines the crit-
ical national security and foreign pol-
icy work of the United States Govern-
ment and our allies, including Israel.

Pursuant to the national emergency
that I have declared, the United States
will impose tangible and significant
consequences on those responsible for
the ICC’s transgressions, including by
blocking property and assets, and sus-
pending entry into the United States of
ICC officials, employees, and agents, as
well as their immediate family mem-
bers. I have directed the Secretary of
State, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Treasury and the Attor-
ney General, to identify and sanction
any foreign person found to have,
among other things, directly assisted
in any ICC efforts to investigate, ar-
rest, detain, or prosecute a protected
person without consent of that person’s
country of nationality.

I have further determined that the
unrestricted immigrant and non-
immigrant entry into the TUnited
States of any covered alien found to
have participated in any ICC efforts to
investigate, arrest, detain, or prosecute
a protected person, as well as imme-
diate family members of such aliens, or
aliens determined by the Secretary of
State to be employed by, or acting as
an agent of, the ICC, would be detri-
mental to the interests of the United
States, as immigrants or non-
immigrants, and therefore have sus-
pended such immigration except where
the Secretary of State determines that
the entry of the person into the United
States would not be contrary to the in-
terests of the United States.

In addition, I have determined that
donations of articles specified in sec-
tion 203(b)(2) of the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50
U.S.C. 1702(b)(2)) by, to, or for the ben-
efit of any person whose assets are
blocked, would impair my ability to
address the national emergency I de-
clared. I have therefore prohibited such
donations.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 5, 2025.
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