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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, before whose eyes the
ages pass, who Kknows our changing
thoughts, help us to remember that
You guide the planets and our times
are in Your hands. Open our ears to
hear Your voice as the Heavens declare
Your glory and the flowers speak of
Your majesty. As you whisper in the
wind, teach us to number our days and
to seize the seasons You have given us
to serve.

Strengthen our lawmakers for to-
day’s work. Give them priorities that
honor You, patience to persevere, and
humility to build new bridges of co-
operation. Lord, empower them to do
to others what they want done to
themselves.

And, Lord, bring peace to our trou-
bled world.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MULLIN). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

——————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

Senate

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The assistant bill clerk read the
nomination of Troy Edgar, of Cali-
fornia, to be Deputy Secretary of
Homeland Security.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

IMMIGRATION

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, my
message today is to the administration
and particularly to President Trump,
who is very forcefully enforcing the
immigration laws that were not en-
forced in the last administration, a
message about bringing justice to some
people who have been harmed by the
previous administration.

On January 20, President Trump’s
first day in office, he signed the Execu-
tive order that is called Securing Our
Borders Executive Order. His Executive
order properly instructs the dJustice
Department and the Department of
Homeland Security to ‘‘fulfill the re-
quirements of the DNA Fingerprint Act
of 2005.”” That is music to my ears be-
cause I have been involved in that issue
in regard to the kids who have been
lost in this system of immigration that
the previous administration has not
been able to follow. As I said, that is
music to my ears.

For years, my oversight has sounded
the alarm on the Customs and Border
Protection and the Department of
Homeland Security’s failure to fully
implement the 2005 DNA Fingerprint
Act.

I have a lot of whistleblowers come
to me on different subjects. Three
whistleblowers—Mark  Jones, Mike
Taylor, and Fred Wynn—disclosed to
their superiors that the Department of
Homeland Security wasn’t following

the 2005 law. In other words, they were
not taking DNA from the people whom
they were supposed to be keeping track
of. Specifically, these whistleblowers
disclosed that the government wasn’t
collecting the DNA from individuals
encountered at the southern border
like the law requires.

As you might expect, because it hap-
pens to so many whistleblowers, in-
stead of being thanked for pointing out
this failure, the Department of Home-
land Security and Customs and Border
Protection officials retaliated against
these whistleblowers. That is why you
hear me say so often that whistle-
blowers are a very—I would like to say
they love their country. They want to
see their government just simply en-
force the law. Then we find out, as I am
going to show you, how they are treat-
ed like a skunk at a picnic.

Mr. Jones and Mr. Taylor had their
law enforcement credentials removed.
After 30 years of Federal service, Mr.
Taylor lost his law enforcement retire-
ment benefits. All three were subject
to harassment.

The Office of Special Counsel has the
power to investigate and did inves-
tigate and substantiated their whistle-
blower disclosures and that retaliation
occurred.

President Trump and this adminis-
tration, moving so forcefully to see
that the laws are enforced, ought to ap-
preciate whistleblowers who are telling
the truth about the government not
carrying out the law. In this case, I am
asking President Trump to imme-
diately remedy the situation of these
whistleblowers.

Last year, how I became acquainted
with a lot of this—at least the details
of it—I hosted an oversight roundtable
with these whistleblowers. The round-
table exposed that the Department of
Homeland Security and Customs and
Border Protection failed to take the
DNA of the individuals charged with
the tragic murder of Rachel Morin de-
spite having three opportunities to
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take those fingerprints. Had the Biden-
Harris Department of Homeland Secu-
rity and Customs and Border Protec-
tion done their job, there is a chance
that Ms. Morin would be alive today.

This Executive action couldn’t come
soon enough. That is why I am plead-
ing with President Trump or his staff
to follow up and make sure that justice
is brought to these three whistle-
blowers. Then the President is going to
see that the law is enforced. I don’t
have any doubt about the President
seeing that this law is carried out in
the future because full compliance
with the law will make our border
stronger and our citizens safer.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The majority leader is recognized.

HALT FENTANYL ACT

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, in just a
few short weeks, President Trump has
restored order to the southern border.
If initial reports are accurate, approxi-
mately 8,450 illegal immigrants were
apprehended trying to cross the border
last month. Not long ago, Border Pa-
trol would sometimes apprehend that
many illegal immigrants in a single
day—in a single day.

With less chaos, Border Patrol can
focus on the criminals, cartels, terror-
ists, and traffickers who used to try to
hide behind the surges, and that makes
our country safer. But we have more
work to do. Illegal drugs continue to
plague too many communities and take
too many Americans’ lives. More
Americans die of drug overdoses each
year than Americans who died in the
entirety of the Vietnam war. The New
England Journal of Medicine estimated
that 22 teenagers died of overdoses
each week in 2022. That is an entire
high school classroom lost every week
to the scourge of drugs. And so many of
these tragedies are from a lethal dose
of fentanyl in a single pill—fentanyl
that can frequently be traced back to
the southern border.

This crisis is affecting every part of
the country. We have seen it in South
Dakota. Police in Sioux Falls seized
enough fentanyl to kill 2.5 million peo-
ple last year. Law enforcement reports
that cartels have a presence in our
area, and the price of a single pill has
dropped from $40 a few years ago to $5
per pill today, largely because of in-
creasing supply.

I am grateful for the men and women
in law enforcement and first responders
who work every day to save lives, and
we need to help them get these drugs
off our streets and prevent more over-
dose deaths.

The President is already taking
major steps to halt the supply of drugs
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flowing across our borders, and, later
today, the Senate will vote to begin
consideration of the HALT Fentanyl
Act, which will provide law enforce-
ment with a critical tool to combat
fentanyl.

Until a few years ago, the fentanyl
analogs that have killed so many
Americans were generally classified as
schedule II substances, meaning they
were less tightly regulated and viola-
tions carried lighter penalties. And if a
particular analog was moved to sched-
ule I, cartels would slightly alter the
chemical composition of their fentanyl
equivalents to avoid a crackdown—
changes that made those drugs no less
deadly.

But in 2018, President Trump put a
stop to that. All fentanyl analogs were
temporarily reclassified as schedule I
drugs, enabling law enforcement to go
after the people bringing this poison to
our communities. Congress has ex-
tended this provision several times be-
cause it works, but the most recent ex-
tension expires at the end of this
month. It is time that all fentanyl
analogs are permanently classified as
what they are: the most deadly kind of
drugs.

Our colleagues Senators CASSIDY,
GRASSLEY, and HEINRICH have put for-
ward a bill to do just that, expanding
on Senator JOHNSON’s leadership in
this area and Senator GRAHAM’s good
work. The HALT Fentanyl Act would
permanently list fentanyl analogs on
schedule I. Doing this will help law en-
forcement keep pace with the evolving
threat of fentanyl that is driving drug
overdoses in our country.

It has backing from a number of
State attorneys general and from law
enforcement. Attorney General Bondi
has endorsed the bill. It has bipartisan
support here in Congress, including bi-
partisan cosponsorship and strong bi-
partisan votes in both the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee and in the House of
Representatives.

I am also proud that this bill has
come to the Senate floor through reg-
ular order. The Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee held a hearing on fentanyl,
where members heard the heart-
breaking stories of lives taken or
changed forever by deadly fentanyl
analogs. The committee held a markup
and reported the bill to the floor by a
bipartisan vote of 16 to 5, and now we
are going to have a debate on the bill
here on the floor of the U.S. Senate.
And I hope that, in the coming days,
we will have a productive process to
make a law that will save American
lives.

So, Mr. President, I thank Senators
CASSIDY, GRASSLEY, and HEINRICH for
their leadership on this issue, and Sen-
ators JOHNSON and GRAHAM for their
work, as well, and I am looking for-
ward to sending the HALT Fentanyl
Act to President Trump’s desk soon.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
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The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, well,
last night, reports came out that Presi-
dent Trump is preparing to sign an Ex-
ecutive order to abolish—end—the De-
partment of Education as soon as
today. If this report is true, this would
be one of the most destructive and dev-
astating steps Donald Trump has ever
taken—and the main victims of this de-
cision: American children.

This right here is why every single
Democrat said ‘‘hell no” to the nomi-
nation of Linda McMahon. This is why
we did it. Linda McMahon is an Edu-
cation Secretary who personifies nails
on the chalkboard. I have never heard
before of a Secretary who wanted a
Cabinet job solely for the purpose of
detonating the very Agency she seeks
to lead. I have never heard of an Edu-
cation Secretary who wants to give
every teacher in America a rotten
apple. But this is where we are.

These are not just metaphors of the
moment. They are the perils of the
present. This would be horrible for our
schools, our school leaders, our fami-
lies, and the children Secretary McMa-
hon is supposed to serve. The blast ra-
dius of this order will harm nearly
every child, every teacher, every fam-
ily, and every community in the coun-
try.

Don’t forget: Defunding education
means property taxes will go up to
make up the funding gap. Homeowners
are about to get blindsided by the toxic
brew of seeing their property taxes go
up while seeing the quality of many
schools that depend on funding go
down.

But nobody—nobody—will suffer
more from Donald Trump’s decision
than our kids. Almost 90 percent of the
students in America attend public
schools, and they will suffer because of
what Donald Trump is doing. Why?

The Department of Education is a
lifeline for public schools across the
country. It is particularly strong in
rural areas because there is not much
choice. There is one school in the town.

With Federal funding, many rural
schools will vanish and some schools
will crumble at the foundation, lit-
erally. Education is the best invest-
ment for turning a struggling commu-
nity around. With good schools and
without the funding to support these
schools, our children will be hurt, our
country will be worse, and the notion
of the American dream will fall by the
wayside.

Rural schools will be particularly
hard-hit because rural communities
often only have one school in the area,
and if that disappears, the commu-
nities will deteriorate. Kids with spe-
cial education needs will be left out in
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