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victims. They victimized innocent peo-
ple who were doing their jobs under the
Constitution.

———
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, instead
of improving lives or lowering prices
for Americans, we are seeing policies in
the Trump administration do exactly
the opposite.

The President has spent his time try-
ing to systemically dismantle the Fed-
eral Government, creating riffs with
our closest allies and now imposing re-
strictive tariffs on our biggest trading
partners. The tariffs that he has un-
leashed—25 percent on Canada and
Mexico as well as an additional 10 per-
cent on China—will hurt American
consumers and supply chains and un-
dermine American manufacturing.

Illinois is the fourth largest exporter
in the Nation. In 2023, our exports to
Canada totaled more than $21 billion—
billion. These tariffs will hurt Illinois
farmers, workers, and manufacturers,
not to mention consumers. Additional
tariffs on our three biggest trading
partners will add to the economic
strain that is already beginning to
show under the new administration.

A survey of consumer sentiment pub-
lished last month recorded this largest
month of decline in 4 years due, in
large part, to concerns about trade and
tariffs. Tariffs are taxes. They are
taxes the consumers of America will
have to pay. These levels of concern
have not been seen since the trade wars
in President Trump’s first term.

As Americans already struggle under
the weight of high housing costs, these
tariffs will make things worse. Much of
the lumber used to build new homes in
the United States comes from Canada,
and more than 70 percent of the im-
ports of two essential materials that
homebuilders rely on, softwood lumber
and gypsum, come from Canada and
Mexico. With a 25-percent tariff on im-
ported goods from those two countries,
American homebuilders will need to
pay more and so will the consumers.

While the President claims that for-
eign countries will pay for U.S. tariffs,
that isn’t the truth, and we know what
the truth is: The burden of tariffs is
carried by American companies and
passed on to American consumers.

Indiscriminately slapping tariffs on
the goods American consumers need
means higher costs, higher costs on
groceries, gas, cars, while inspiring re-
taliatory tariffs and even boycotts on
American-made products, further hurt-
ing our economy.

I understand we are probably having
a rollcall. I see a number of Members
coming to the floor.

But President Trump’s economic
chaos isn’t just happening overseas.
You see, right now, Congress is in the
midst of doing its most basic and es-
sential job: Funding the government.
But under the direction of President
Trump, instead of coming to the nego-
tiating table to pass a serious, full-year
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spending bill that serves the interests
of everyday Americans, Congressional
Republicans are bargaining away the
well-being of working families to pay
for tax breaks for billionaires.

And what is the most egregious ex-
ample of this? Their plan to slash
health coverage for millions of Ameri-
cans who rely on Medicaid.

House Republicans have proposed
$880 billion in cuts to the Medicaid pro-
gram, and Senate Republicans have
similarly put this health program in
the crosshairs. Why? Not because they
want to lower health care costs or im-
prove our health care system, but be-
cause they want to use Medicaid cuts
as a piggy-bank for tax breaks to bil-
lionaires.

The richest man in the world, Elon
Musk, can dance around on stage with
a chainsaw, cheering cuts to basic
health care programs, but let me ex-
plain to you what that means for work-
ing families. Medicaid covers 30 million
children—nearly half of all children in
America—60 percent of seniors in nurs-
ing homes, and is the largest funder of
addiction and mental health treat-
ment.

In Illinois, 3.4 million people are en-
rolled in Medicaid, including 1.5 mil-
lion children. Under Republican plans
to slash Medicaid, 775,000 adults who
gained health insurance coverage under
the Affordable Care Act could lose cov-
erage almost overnight. And for other
children, elderly, or disabled Illi-
noisans who depend on it, they may no
longer be able to access lifesaving med-
ical treatment.

Republicans are ignoring the obvious:
Medicaid is a lifeline for children’s hos-
pitals and rural hospitals in their com-
munities. In Illinois, 60 percent of our
102 counties are rural. Rural hospitals
are the backbone of communities in
central and southern Illinois. Rural
hospitals anchor the local economy—
they often are the largest employer in
town. And they are a critical access
point for health care. If you suffer a
farm accident or face a complication
with your birth, you cannot afford to
drive hours to the nearest hospital.

That’s why I have worked for years
to improve access to health care in
rural areas—working to strengthen
rural hospitals and recruit more doc-
tors, dentists, and nurses. But rural
hospitals in Illinois and nationwide
could be at risk of closure if Repub-
licans put Medicaid on the chopping
block. Already, half of rural hospitals
in America operate in the red. And for
many rural hospitals, Medicaid covers
a large percentage of their patients and
accounts for a large portion of the hos-
pital’s budget.

For HSHS St. Francis Hospital in
Litchfield, IL, Medicaid pays for 53 per-
cent of the hospitalizations. For OSF
St. Clare Hospital in Princeton, II,,
Medicaid pays for 45 percent of hos-
pitalizations. It is 42 percent for SSM
St. Mary’s Hospital in Centralia, IL.

Do you see the picture? Cuts to Med-
icaid put rural hospitals in jeopardy.
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And if rural hospitals close because of
Republican budget cuts, communities
will suffer. Children seeking cancer
treatment won’t be able to access the
local care they need. Pregnant women
will have to drive further to deliver
their babies. And your grandparent will
have to wait months to get in to see
that diabetes specialist.

If Republicans push forward with
their cruel and unpopular funding plan,
working families will lose and billion-
aires will win. It is simple and dev-
astating math. If Americans cannot ac-
cess health care because funding was
slashed to fund tax cuts for the
wealthy, if they cannot afford groceries
because of an ill-conceived trade war,
know that it is because President
Trump is the billionaire’s president.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SHEEHY). The majority whip.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED
BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE
SERVICE RELATING TO ‘“GROSS
PROCEEDS REPORTING BY BRO-
KERS THAT REGULARLY PRO-
VIDE SERVICES EFFECTUATING
DIGITAL ASSET SALES”—Motion
To Proceed

Mr. BARRASSO. I move to proceed
to Calendar No. 11, S.J. Res. 3.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 11, S.J.
Res. 3, providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by the In-
ternal Revenue Service relating to ‘‘Gross
Proceeds Reporting by Brokers That Regu-
larly Provide Services Effectuating Digital
Asset Sales”.

VOTE ON MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

Mr. BARRASSO. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ator is necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN)
is necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 70,
nays 28, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 101 Leg.]

YEAS—T0
Alsobrooks Boozman Collins
Banks Britt Cornyn
Barrasso Budd Cortez Masto
Blackburn Capito Cotton
Booker Cassidy Cramer
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Crapo Kennedy Rosen
Cruz Kim Rounds
Curtis King Schatz
Daines Lankford Schiff
Ernst Lee Schmitt
Fetterman Lujan Schumer
Fischer Marshall Scott (FL)
Gallego McConnell
Gillibrand McCormick Zflm (80

eehy
Graham Moody A
Grassley Moran Sullivan
Hagerty Moreno Thupe
Hawley Mullin Tillis )
Heinrich Murkowski Tuberville
Hoeven Ossoff Warner
Husted Padilla Warnock
Hyde-Smith Paul Wicker
Johnson Ricketts Young
Justice Risch

NAYS—28
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Shaheen
Blumenthal Kelly Smith
Blunt Rochester  Klobuchar Van Hollen
Cantwell Markey Warren
Coons Merkley Welch
Duckworth Murphy Whitehouse
Durbin Murray
Hassan Peters Wyden
Hickenlooper Reed
NOT VOTING—2
Lummis Slotkin
The motion was agreed to.
———

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED
BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE
SERVICE RELATING TO “GROSS
PROCEEDS REPORTING BY BRO-
KERS THAT REGULARLY PRO-
VIDE SERVICES EFFECTUATING
DIGITAL ASSET SALES”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the joint resolution.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 3) providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Internal Revenue Service
relating to ‘‘Gross Proceeds Reporting by
Brokers That Regularly Provide Services Ef-
fectuating Digital Asset Sales’.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-
TIS). The Senator from Maine.

(The remarks of Ms. COLLINS and
Ms. BALDWIN pertaining to the intro-
duction of S. 830 are printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Statements on Intro-
duced Bills and Joint Resolutions.”’)

Ms. BALDWIN. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

NOMINATION OF ELBRIDGE COLBY

Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I rise
today to argue for a swift and decisive
confirmation of Elbridge Colby as
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy.

It is common today to hear leaders in
the foreign policy establishment talk
of wupholding the rules-based inter-
national order and promoting liberal
values and norms. What is much less
common is to hear anyone talk about
tangible, concrete American interests.
Mr. Colby is a welcome exception. He
believes that America is a real, con-
crete nation and people with real, con-
crete interests and that the funda-
mental purpose of our foreign policy is
to protect and advance those interests.
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For the past 30 years, American for-
eign policy has lurched from disaster
to disaster. To be a friend of the reign-
ing consensus is to be an advocate of
the same failed ideas that led us to
spend trillions of dollars and countless
young Americans’ lives for causes and
conflicts that were not ours, while
leaving us woefully unprepared for the
ones that are.

America does not need more of the
same. What America needs is a new ap-
proach, a new strategy, a new philos-
ophy of strength for the 21st century.
That is what Elbridge Colby will de-
liver.

No one could argue that Mr. Colby
isn’t qualified for this role. He spent
well over 20 years working in defense
and foreign policy, serving in the De-
partment of State, the Department of
Defense, and various national security
positions at different think tanks.

He served faithfully in the first
Trump administration as the Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Strategy and Force Development,
where he was the lead author of the
2018 National Defense Strategy. From
there, he founded a think tank, the
Marathon Initiative, and wrote a book
called the ‘“‘Strategy of Denial’ out-
lining his vision for confronting the
true geopolitical challenge of our time:
deterring—and if necessary, defeating—
the threats posed by a rising China.

President Trump’s decision to nomi-
nate Mr. Colby to this position was not
a mistake. It was intentional. This ad-
ministration wants to carry out a fun-
damental and long-overdue reorienta-
tion of our Nation’s foreign policy, and
Elbridge Colby is a critical component
of that mission.

The media tells us that he is con-
troversial. Why? Well, he believes that
our foreign policy must prioritize our
core interests, and that means that we
can’t be everywhere at once, doing ev-
erything all the time. His critics say
that makes him weak. In reality, it is
exactly the opposite. The quickest and
most certain path to weakness is to
waste our blood and treasure on Wil-
sonian adventurism abroad as the real
threats and enemies of America grow
unchecked. For years, Mr. Colby has
been one of the lone voices in the for-
eign policy establishment with a real
and viable vision for American
strength.

It is true that Mr. Colby believes
that the Iraq war was a mistake. He
does not believe that a hot war with
Iran would serve America’s long-term
interests. He believes that a costly and
unwinnable proxy war in UKkraine is an
obstacle to our ability to rebuild our
military and revitalize our industrial
base here at home and that our Euro-
pean allies must step up and do more
to defend their own continent as the
United States transitions to our focus
in the Indo-Pacific. On all of these
things, the decisive majority of Ameri-
cans are on his side even if the foreign
policy establishment isn’t.

The political class in this city must
come to terms with the fact that the
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world most of us grew up in no longer
exists. President Trump intends to
drag this city—kicking and screaming
if necessary—into the 2l1st century.
That is what we saw at the White
House last week—a new foreign policy
centered around uncompromising and
unapologetic pursuit of the interests of
the American people.

Mr. Colby will play a key role in that
project, and I look forward to watching
him serve as our next Under Secretary
of Defense for Policy.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY

Mr. REED. Mr. President, on day one,
President Trump lit the fuse on Elon
Musk’s plan to hollow out the Federal
Government by changing the name of
an obscure technical office within the
White House, the U.S. Digital Services,
USDS, and called it DOGE, without
congressional authorization, and giving
it extraordinary reach into the oper-
ations of the Federal Agencies.

Since then, we have heard report
after report about how Mr. Musk and
DOGE have rammed their way into
Agencies not to make smart decisions,
not to improve efficiency, not to elimi-
nate waste, fraud, and abuse, but to
disrupt, denigrate, and demoralize.

And along the way, DOGE has made
incredible blunders such as firing and
then scrambling to rehire employees at
the National Nuclear Security Admin-
istration.

Let me repeat that. Mr. Musk and his
minions fired the people who keep nu-
clear weapons safe, and then someone
realized, fortunately, within a few days
that they had to come back.

And here is another example: Musk
and his hackers made the CIA send an
unclassified email with the names of
its recent hires. Boy, if I was in the
Russian Security Service, I would love
to get a list—which they did—of every-
one who is going into the CIA.

They also cut staff from the Federal
Aviation Administration and the Na-
tional Weather Service who prevent
and warn every American of travel and
weather dangers. It goes beyond that.
Agricultural interests listen daily to
the reports, the accurate reports of the
Weather Service, so they can plan their
crops, so they can plan everything—
and that is being withered away. And I
think the ultimate goal is to privatize
it, which is not the best way to go.

These actions don’t just reflect in-
credible incompetence; they are dan-
gerous. They undermine national secu-
rity and increase risks for American
citizens.

In any other setting, blunders like
these would be grounds for firing, but
Musk and DOGE operate with arro-
gance, impunity, and zero trans-
parency. Millions of Americans are
asking: Who are these people?

As the ranking member of the Finan-
cial Services and General Government
Appropriations Subcommittee, the sub-
committee that ostensibly oversees the
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