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The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-

imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Linda McMahon, of Connecticut, to 
be Secretary of Education, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) 
and the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
YOUNG). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51, 
nays 47, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 98 Ex.] 
YEAS—51 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 

Moran 
Moreno 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 

NAYS—47 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Cramer Young 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 51, the nays are 47. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The majority leader. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that all postcloture 
time on the McMahon nomination be 
expired; further, that the Senate vote 
on confirmation of the nomination at 
5:30 p.m. on Monday, March 3; finally, 
if confirmed, the motion to reconsider 
be considered made and laid upon the 
table and the President be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate re-

sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE JOLIET EMS/ 
FIRE DEPARTMENT PROGRAM 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, earlier 
this month, I had the pleasure of meet-
ing with leaders from Joliet, IL—in-
cluding Mayor Terry D’Arcy, city man-
ager Beth Beatty, fire chief Jeff Carey, 
deputy chief of health services Aaron 
Kozlowski, emergency management co-
ordinator Dr. John Lukancic, and Sis-
ter Mary Francis Seely. 

I take dozens of meetings every week 
in my office here in Washington, but I 
was struck by the remarkable work un-
derway in Joliet. Joliet is the third- 
largest city in Illinois, and like all 
communities, it faces its share of chal-
lenges. But over the past few years, Jo-
liet has launched an incredible pro-
gram to address mental health and ad-
diction among its residents. 

Starting in 2020, Joliet noticed that 
mental and behavioral health calls ac-
counted for a growing percentage of 
the 9–1–1 calls. The fire department was 
spending less time putting out fires— 
and more time responding to people in 
mental health crisis. Some residents 
were dialing 9–1–1 regularly—several 
times a week—because they were fac-
ing underlying mental health needs. 
This cost the city money. It strained 
resources. But most of all, it meant 
residents of Joliet were suffering. So 
they decided to do something about it. 

Joliet began by training 200 fire-
fighters and paramedics in ‘‘crisis first 
aid,’’ to be able to respond appro-
priately to callers in mental health 
distress. You see, after experiencing 
trauma—like witnessing a shooting or 
seeing their home destroyed by a fire— 
people can suffer. Exposure to trauma 
can harm the brain, changing the way 
people see and interact with the world. 

We know that young people who ex-
perience trauma have a shorter life ex-
pectancy, are more likely to misuse 
drugs, attempt suicide, commit vio-
lence, or not graduate from high 
school. By providing Joliet firefighters 
with the tools to help individuals fac-
ing trauma, these first responders are 
able to recognize the signs of stress, 
and plant the seeds of a healthier to-
morrow. It also helps the firefighters 
understand their own mental health 
needs from the strains of the job, so we 
can keep them healthy, too. 

Additionally, after being dispatched 
to one of these serious calls, the Joliet 
Fire Department pays a follow-up visit 
within 48 hours. These visits help to 
show residents that someone cares and 
is looking out for them; it helps calm 
them down and can help provide refer-
rals to additional services the residents 
may need. 

In less than 3 years, the Joliet Fire 
Department has provided more than 

2,000 Joliet residents with these mental 
health services. Think about this for a 
moment: Rather than just throwing up 
their hands and saying, ‘‘Sorry, we just 
fight fires,’’ Joliet is taking ownership 
of the community’s needs and pre-
venting future 9–1–1 calls. 

But they are not stopping there. Of 
course, not every patient’s mental 
health needs can be addressed by first 
responders; some individuals require 
specialized treatment from a profes-
sional. But in Joliet, like most places 
across the country, there is a shortage 
of counselors and psychologists, caus-
ing waitlists that can last for months 
until the next available appointment. 
And what Joliet had realized was that, 
if a patient couldn’t see a mental 
health provider, they were resorting to 
calling 9–1–1 and taking an ambulance 
to the emergency room. 

It is similar to a problem that the 
University of Illinois Hospital in Chi-
cago was seeing: where 48 individuals 
accounted for more than 776 visits to 
the emergency room in a single year. 
The reason? They were homeless. That 
hospital realized they could save 
money and better treat these patients, 
by paying for supportive housing. 

Joliet is applying a similar lesson. 
They have partnered with the local 
hospital and a mental health company 
to offer free mental health services 
with a clinician, usually within 24 
hours. Whatever insurance won’t cover, 
the city has set up a fund to pay the 
co-pays and other out-of-pocket ex-
penses for the mental health care of its 
residents. 

What has been the result of this ef-
fort? Well, in the year before the pro-
gram launched, Joliet area high 
schools experienced 12 teenage sui-
cides. But in the last 2 school years, 
there have been zero teen suicides. 
Across all ages, citywide suicides have 
decreased by 50 percent. That is life-
saving work. It is being recognized, 
too. Joliet recently received the Con-
gressional Fire Service Award for Ex-
cellence. 

I hope to support this effort in any 
way I can. Illinois recently received 
Federal approval to use Medicaid to 
cover preventive mental health serv-
ices in the community, which can re-
duce costs down the line. And with 
Senator CAPITO, I have worked on Fed-
eral legislation to increase funding for 
trauma-informed care in schools and 
with first responders, to help break the 
cycle of mental health challenges. 

I applaud the city of Joliet’s efforts, 
which are serving as a new national 
model for emergency medical services 
and using first responders to address 
the root causes of suffering in the com-
munity. I look forward to working with 
them to identify additional Federal re-
sources and opportunities to grow this 
project. 

But to do that, my Republican col-
leagues need to understand a few 
things: We must fund the Federal Gov-
ernment and the critical programs that 
pay our first responders—and not allow 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:21 Feb 28, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G27FE6.030 S27FEPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1425 February 27, 2025 
Elon Musk to decide what he thinks is 
worthwhile spending; and Medicaid is 
the insurance program that pays the 
largest share of mental health services; 
we cannot slash the Medicaid program 
to pay for billionaire tax breaks. 

These may sound like distant debates 
in Washington, but when it comes to 
preventing suicides in Joliet, IL, it is a 
critical investment. And I will work 
every day to defend these programs. 

f 

U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON AP-
PROPRIATIONS RULES OF PRO-
CEDURE 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, con-
sistent with Standing Rule XXVI, I ask 
unanimous consent that the rules of 
procedure of the Committee on Appro-
priations for the 119th Congress be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
COMMITTEE RULES—119TH CONGRESS 

I. MEETINGS 
The Committee will meet at the call of the 

Chairman. 
II. QUORUMS 

1. Reporting a bill. A majority of the mem-
bers must be present for the reporting of a 
bill. 

2. Other business. For the purpose of 
transacting business other than reporting a 
bill or taking testimony, one-third of the 
members of the Committee shall constitute 
a quorum. 

3. Taking testimony. For the purpose of 
taking testimony, other than sworn testi-
mony, by the Committee or any sub-
committee, one member of the Committee or 
subcommittee shall constitute a quorum. 
For the purpose of taking sworn testimony 
by the Committee, three members shall con-
stitute a quorum, and for the taking of 
sworn testimony by any subcommittee, one 
member shall constitute a quorum. 

III. PROXIES 
Except for the reporting of a bill, votes 

may be cast by proxy when any member so 
requests. 
IV. ATTENDANCE OF STAFF MEMBERS AT CLOSED 

SESSIONS 
Attendance of staff members at closed ses-

sions of the Committee shall be limited to 
those members of the Committee staff who 
have a responsibility associated with the 
matter being considered at such meeting. 
This rule may be waived by unanimous con-
sent. 

V. BROADCASTING AND PHOTOGRAPHING OF 
COMMITTEE HEARINGS 

The Committee or any of its subcommit-
tees may permit the photographing and 
broadcast of open hearings by television and/ 
or radio. However, if any member of a sub-
committee objects to the photographing or 
broadcasting of an open hearing, the ques-
tion shall be referred to the full Committee 
for its decision. 

VI. AVAILABILITY OF SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
To the extent possible, when the bill and 

report of any subcommittee are available, 
they shall be furnished to each member of 
the Committee thirty-six hours prior to the 
Committee’s consideration of said bill and 
report. 

VII. AMENDMENTS AND REPORT LANGUAGE 
To the extent possible, amendments and 

report language intended to be proposed by 

Senators at full Committee markups shall be 
provided in writing to the Chairman and 
Ranking Minority Member and the appro-
priate Subcommittee Chairman and Ranking 
Minority Member twenty-four hours prior to 
such markups. 

VIII. POINTS OF ORDER 
Any member of the Committee who is floor 

manager of an appropriations bill is hereby 
authorized to make points of order against 
any amendment offered in violation of the 
Senate Rules on the floor of the Senate to 
such appropriations bill. 

IX. EX OFFICIO MEMBERSHIP 
The Chairman and Ranking Minority Mem-

ber of the full Committee are ex officio mem-
bers of all subcommittees of which they are 
not regular members but shall have no vote 
in the subcommittee and shall not be count-
ed for purposes of determining a quorum. 

f 

U.S. SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
BORDER MANAGEMENT, FED-
ERAL WORKFORCE, AND REGU-
LATORY AFFAIRS RULES OF 
PROCEDURE 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, Senate 
Standing Rule XXVI requires each 
committee to adopt rules to govern the 
procedure of the committee and to pub-
lish those rules in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD not later than March 1 of the 
first year of each Congress. On Feb-
ruary 27, 2025, a majority of the mem-
bers of the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs’ 
Subcommittee on Border Management, 
Federal Workforce, and Regulatory Af-
fairs adopted subcommittee rules of 
procedure. 

Consistent with Standing Rule XXVI, 
today I ask unanimous consent that a 
copy of the Rules of Procedure of the 
Subcommittee on Border Management, 
Federal Workforce, and Regulatory Af-
fairs be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
119TH CONGRESS—RULES OF PROCEDURE OF 

THE SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON BORDER 
MANAGEMENT, FEDERAL WORKFORCE, AND 
REGULATORY AFFAIRS OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL 
AFFAIRS AS ADOPTED 

(February 27, 2025) 

(1) SUBCOMMITTEE RULES. The Sub-
committee shall be governed, where applica-
ble, by the rules of the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs and 
the Standing Rules of the Senate. 

(2) QUORUMS. For public or executive ses-
sions, one Member of the Subcommittee 
shall constitute a quorum for the admin-
istering of oaths and the taking of testimony 
in any given case or subject matter. One- 
third of the Members of the Subcommittee 
shall constitute a quorum for the trans-
action of business other than the admin-
istering of oaths and the taking of testi-
mony, provided that one Member of the mi-
nority is present. Proxies shall not be con-
sidered for the establishment of a quorum. 

(3) TAKING TESTIMONY. In any hearings 
conducted by the Subcommittee, the Chair 
or the Chair’s designee may swear in each 
witness prior to their testimony. 

(4) SUBCOMMITTEE SUBPOENAS. Sub-
poenas for witnesses, as well as documents 
and records, may be authorized and issued by 
the Chair, or any other Member of the Sub-

committee designated by him or her, with 
the approval of the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber of the Subcommittee, provided that the 
Chair may subpoena attendance or produc-
tion without the approval of the Ranking 
Minority Member where the Chair or a staff 
officer designated by him or her has not re-
ceived notification from the Ranking Minor-
ity Member or a staff officer designated by 
him or her of disapproval of the subpoena 
within two calendar days excluding Satur-
days and Sundays, of being notified of the 
subpoena. If the subpoena is disapproved by 
the Ranking Minority Member as provided 
herein, the subpoena may be authorized by a 
vote of the Members of the Subcommittee. 

A written notice of intent to issue a sub-
poena shall be provided to the Chair and 
Ranking Minority Member of the full Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, or staff officers designated 
by them, by the Subcommittee Chair, or a 
staff officer designated by him or her, imme-
diately upon such authorization, and no sub-
poena shall be issued for at least two cal-
endar days, excluding Saturdays and Sun-
days, from delivery to appropriate offices, 
unless the Chair and Ranking Minority 
Member of the full Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs waive 
the two-calendar day waiting period or un-
less the Subcommittee Chair certifies in 
writing to the Chairman and Ranking Minor-
ity Member of the full Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs 
that, in his or her opinion, it is necessary to 
issue the subpoena immediately. 

f 

U.S. SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
DISASTER MANAGEMENT, DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA, AND CEN-
SUS RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, Senate 
Standing Rule XXVI requires each 
committee to adopt rules to govern the 
procedure of the committee and to pub-
lish those rules in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD not later than March 1 of the 
first year of each Congress. On Feb-
ruary 27, 2025, a majority of the mem-
bers of the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs’ 
Subcommittee on Disaster Manage-
ment, District of Columbia, and Census 
adopted subcommittee rules of proce-
dure. 

Consistent with Standing Rule XXVI, 
today I ask unanimous consent that a 
copy of the Rules of Procedure of the 
Subcommittee on Disaster Manage-
ment, District of Columbia, and Census 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
119TH CONGRESS—RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR 

THE SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON DISASTER 
MANAGEMENT, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, AND 
CENSUS OF THE COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND 
SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS AS 
ADOPTED 

(February 27, 2025) 

1. Subcommittee rules. The Subcommittee 
shall be governed, where applicable, by the 
rules of the full Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Government Affairs and the 
Standing Rules of the Senate. 

2. Quorums. 
A. Transaction of routine business. One- 

third of the membership of the Sub-
committee shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of routine business, provided 
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