S136

Even our former Senate colleague
Vice President-elect Vance said this
week:

If you committed violence on [January 6],
obviously you shouldn’t be pardoned.

I hope the Senator from Arkansas
agrees.

So I ask unanimous consent on my
resolution. It is a resolution that con-
tains the allegations which I made ear-
lier.

Let me read the necessary script for
the record.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the
consideration of my resolution at the
desk; further, that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Arkansas.

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, which I cer-
tainly will, I want to briefly address
what the Senator from Illinois said
about my resolution condemning these
two death sentence commutations.

I want to acknowledge that the Sen-
ator from Illinois is a longtime and
principled opponent of the death pen-
alty, based I believe in part on genuine
and deep faith convictions. He has had
that conviction for years. As I have
said, I can respect that.

The Senator from Illinois presumably
wants to see the commutation of the
Mother Emanuel Church shooter, the
Tree of Life synagogue shooter, and the
Boston Marathon bomber. I strongly
disagree. I can respect it. It is not what
Joe Biden did. Joe Biden picked and
chose which depraved murderers and
rapists deserved to live and deserved to
die, denying justice to the families of
all those who were Kkilled by anyone
who wasn’t totally politically toxic.

Second, the Senator from Illinois
said that he did not hear five words in
my remarks. He repeatedly said he
didn’t hear five words in my remarks.
Those five words he didn’t hear are
“life without the possibility of parole.”
That is true—he didn’t hear those
words in my remarks. That is not what
these murderers were sentenced to.
They were sentenced by a jury of their
peers to the death penalty. And one of
them that I offered the resolution on,
Anthony Battle, murdered a correc-
tional officer while he was in prison for
life.

Giving these 37 depraved murderers
life in prison without the possibility of
parole doesn’t solve the problem; it
creates 37 new potential problems—
open hunting season on correctional of-
ficers at every facility where they are
incarcerated. Again, that is why we
have the death penalty for the murder
of a correctional officer—because oth-
erwise there is nothing for these de-
praved men to lose.

Senator DURBIN also mentioned a few
of President Trump’s pardons of Medi-
care fraudsters or political allies or
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others. I haven’t reviewed every one of
those cases. I am not prepared today to
say whether I would support them or
not. Some of them sound pretty bad.
Here is what they aren’t, though: hei-
nous murderers who duct-taped a
woman alive, tied her to a concrete
block, and threw her in a river while
the murderer was on trial for her rape
and then killed her 11-month-old baby
because he didn’t have anything better
to do with it.

He mentioned the January 6 defend-
ants. President Trump said he is going
to likely issue pardons in some of those
cases. I think that is appropriate.
Many of these men and women have
been convicted of misdemeanor crimes
like parading and picketing on public
grounds without a permit, and they
had the book thrown at them, includ-
ing a 70-year-old great-grandma who
was just walking around wearing a red
MAGA hat. I expect, I hope, the Presi-
dent will review these cases on a case-
by-case basis. I think all Presidents
should do that. But whatever President
Trump does with the January 6 defend-
ants through commutations or pardons
will pale in comparison to eliminating
the judgment of these 37 depraved mur-
derers’ fellow citizens to impose the
death penalty on them, will pale in
comparison to depriving these families
of some measure of justice 2 days be-
fore Christmas.

So I do object to this resolution, and
I cannot believe that this Senate—our
Democratic colleagues cannot bring
themselves to condemn some of these
pardons over the last 2 months of Hun-
ter Biden or the ‘‘kids for cash’ judge
who sold kids into juvenile detention
centers for bribes or, now, depraved
murderers.

I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

(Mr. SCOTT of Florida assumed the
Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER
BRITT). The majority leader.

——
APPOINTMENT

The Presiding Officer. The Chair, on
behalf of the Vice President, pursuant
to Public Law 94-304, as amended by
Public Law 99-7, appoints the following
Senators as members of the Commis-
sion on Security and Cooperation in
Europe (Helsinki Commission) during
the 119th Congress: the Honorable
SHELDON WHITEHOUSE of Rhode Island;
the Honorable JEANNE SHAHEEN of New
Hampshire; the Honorable TINA SMITH
of Minnesota; and the Honorable JOHN
FETTERMAN of Pennsylvania.

———

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT NO.
119-1

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, as if
in executive session, I ask unanimous
consent that the injunction of secrecy
be removed from the following treaty
transmitted to the Senate on January
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14, 2025, by the President of the United
States: Treaty with the United Arab
Emirates on mutual legal assistance in
criminal matters (Treaty Document
No. 119-1); I further ask that the treaty
be considered as having been read the
first time; that it be referred, with ac-
companying papers, to the Committee
on Foreign Relations and ordered to be
printed; and that the President’s mes-
sage be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The message of the President is as
follows:

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, I transmit herewith the Treaty
between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government
of the United Arab Emirates on Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters
(the ““Treaty’’), signed at Abu Dhabi on
February 24, 2022. I also transmit, for
the information of the Senate, the re-
port of the Department of State with
respect to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of mod-
ern mutual legal assistance treaties ne-
gotiated by the United States to more
effectively counter criminal activities.
The Treaty should enhance our ability
to investigate and prosecute a wide va-
riety of crimes.

The Treaty provides for a broad
range of cooperation in criminal mat-
ters. Under the Treaty, the Parties
agree to assist each other by, among
other things: taking the evidence, tes-
timony, or statements of persons; pro-
viding and authenticating documents,
records, and articles of evidence; locat-
ing or identifying persons or items;
serving documents; transferring per-
sons in custody temporarily for testi-
mony or other assistance under the
Treaty; executing requests for searches
and seizures; and identifying, tracing,
immobilizing, seizing, and forfeiting
assets and assisting in related pro-
ceedings.

I recommend that the Senate give
early and favorable consideration to
the Treaty and give its advice and con-
sent to ratification.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 14, 2025.

———

CONSTITUTING THE MAJORITY
PARTY’S MEMBERSHIP ON CER-
TAIN COMMITTEES FOR THE ONE
HUNDRED NINETEENTH CON-
GRESS, OR UNTIL THEIR SUC-
CESSORS ARE CHOSEN

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
26, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 26) to constitute the
majority party’s membership on certain
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committees for the One Hundred Nineteenth
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to and that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 26) was agreed
to.

(The resolution is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.”)

MORNING BUSINESS

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATIONS

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control
Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
24-123, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Repub-
lic of Zambia for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $100 million. We will
issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale upon delivery of this let-
ter to your office.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 24-123

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the

Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Republic of
Zambia.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment * $0.

Other $100 million.

Total $100 million.

Funding Source: Foreign Military Financ-
ing ($80 million); National Funds ($20 mil-
lion).
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(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

None.

Non-Major Defense Equipment:

Bell 412 Enhanced Performance exportable
medium-lift transport helicopters; radio
communication and navigation systems;
weather radar and transponder capabilities;
qualification and transition training for pi-
lots and maintainers; in-country Contractor
Field Service Representatives support; Pro-
gram Management Reviews; technical assist-
ance and product support; associated avia-
tion ground support equipment; peculiar
ground support equipment; hardware; special
tools; test equipment; basic issue items;
Quality Assurance Team inspections, inven-
tories, validations, and ground run and flight
test verification testing; air freight trans-
portation delivery; initial spare, repair, and
consumable parts; operator, maintenance,
and technical manuals; technical and logis-
tics support services; and other related ele-
ments of logistics and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Army (ZA-B-
UAD).

(v) Prior Related Cases; if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission; Fee; etc.; Paid; Of-
fered; or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
January 13, 2025.

* As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION
Zambia—Bell 412 Enhanced Performance Ex-
portable Medium-Lift Transport Heli-
copters

The Republic of Zambia has requested to
buy Bell 412 Enhanced Performance export-
able medium-lift transport helicopters; radio
communication and navigation systems;
weather radar and transponder capabilities;
qualification and transition training for pi-
lots and maintainers; in-country Contractor
Field Service Representatives support; Pro-
gram Management Reviews; technical assist-
ance and product support; associated avia-
tion ground support equipment; peculiar
ground support equipment; hardware; special
tools; test equipment; basic issue items;
Quality Assurance Team inspections, inven-
tories, validations, and ground run and flight
test verification testing; air freight trans-
portation delivery; initial spare, repair, and
consumable parts; operator, maintenance,
and technical manuals; technical and logis-
tics support services; and other related ele-
ments of logistics and program support. The
estimated total cost is $100 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security of the United
States by helping to improve the security of
an important partner that continues to be an
important force for political stability and
economic progress in South Central Africa.

The proposed sale will improve Zambia’s
capability to conduct peacekeeping and re-
gional security, disaster response, and hu-
manitarian aid missions over long distances
and in non-standard weather conditions.
Zambia will have no difficulty absorbing this
equipment into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be Bell Tex-
tron, located in Fort Worth, TX. The pur-
chaser typically requires offsets. Any offset
agreement will be defined in negotiations be-
tween the purchaser and the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional

S137

U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Zambia.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 24-123
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act
Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The Bell 412 is a commercial helicopter
with integrated commercial off-the-shelf
mission equipment. This sale will not in-
volve the release of sensitive technology.
The radio communication systems, naviga-
tion systems, weather radar, and trans-
ponder capabilities are all U.S. Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) certified through
supplemental type certificates for civilian
airspace usage.

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is UNCLASSI-
FIED.

3. A determination has been made that the
Republic of Zambia can provide substan-
tially the same degree of protection for the
sensitive technology being released as the
U.S. Government. This sale is necessary in
furtherance of the U.S. foreign policy and
national security objectives outlined in the
Policy Justification.

4. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Republic of Zambia.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING BOOMERANG
CORPORATION

e Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as
chair of the Senate Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship,
each week I recognize an outstanding
Iowa small business that exemplifies
the American entrepreneurial spirit.
This week, it is my privilege to recog-
nize Boomerang Corporation of
Anamosa, IA, as the Senate Small
Business of the Week.

In 1998, Bryce Ricklefs opened
Ricklefs Excavating to support con-
struction projects throughout the

Anamosa community. After graduating
from high school, Bryce began focusing
on a career in grading and excavation.
He purchased a used excavator in 1999
and began seeking larger projects. In
2002, the company began focusing on
public municipal construction across
eastern Iowa, expanding its services to
include wastewater management, road-
work, and infrastructure projects. In
2017, Bryce rebranded Ricklefs Exca-
vating to Boomerang Corporation to
show the company’s commitment to
civil contracting projects that start
and end with them, as well as a new era
of innovation and growth.

Today, Bryce and his wife Sarah own
and operate the business with a team
of 200 employees. Boomerang Corpora-
tion plans, designs, and oversees con-
struction projects throughout eastern
Iowa. The company prides itself on em-
bracing infrastructure challenges while
delivering high-quality results. From
concrete projects to demolition, Boo-
merang Corporation uses the latest
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