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a bunch of weeny wokers, has issued an 
advisory opinion saying that we and 
the United Kingdom should feel guilty 
because we used to own Colonies. 

Prime Minister Starmer is going to 
say: Mr. President, we need to give 
these islands away and your military 
base, Mr. President, because it is the 
right thing to do. 

The second thing he is going to tell 
the President is that if we don’t do it, 
China is going to get really mad. He is 
going to say: China is going to get real-
ly mad if we don’t do this. 

The third thing he is going to tell the 
President is that if we don’t do this, 
the United Nations could cut off the 
telecommunications for our military 
base—like the United Nations is going 
to all a sudden, out of the blue, cut off 
the spectrum and the telecommuni-
cations for an American military base. 
They have no jurisdiction to do that, 
and they also don’t have the oranges to 
do that. 

There is one other thing I want to 
mention. I didn’t mean to go on this 
long, but this is an important meeting 
the President is having. Remember I 
told you about the Prime Minister who 
started all this, Prime Minister 
Jugnauth? He got beat—you will recall 
me saying it—in 2024. 

A few weeks ago, former Prime Min-
ister Jugnauth was arrested. He was ar-
rested for money laundering. The Mau-
ritius authorities searched his house 
and the home of one of his closest asso-
ciates, and do you know what they 
found? They found $25 million in cash 
in various currencies. They found 
Rolex watches, they found Cartier 
watches, and they found United King-
dom visas. I am not saying that they 
are connected, but it is mighty inter-
esting. 

Here is what one of the generals who 
formerly worked for President Trump 
has said about this deal that stinks to 
high heavens—GEN Herbert McMaster: 

Mr. President, it would put us, the United 
States, at a significant strategic disadvan-
tage, especially at a time when China is try-
ing to gain control of critical terrain and 
chokepoints around the world in this effort 
to create new spheres of influence. 

So to President Trump, my Presi-
dent, tonight I say: Don’t do it, Mr. 
President. Please don’t do it. I don’t 
care what Prime Minister Starmer 
promises you. The only reason he is 
doing this is because he feels guilty be-
cause the United Nations has said that 
the United Kingdom should be ashamed 
of its history and ashamed that it at 
one time owned Colonies. 

People of the United Kingdom can 
feel what they want. That is none of 
my business. But we have an American 
military base there, and it is very im-
portant to defend the Indian Ocean 
against China. 

Please, Mr. President—please, Presi-
dent Trump—don’t let Prime Minister 
Starmer talk you into giving away an 
American military base that we need 
to combat China to another country 
that never owned it just because Prime 
Minister Starmer feels guilty. 

I am sorry he feels guilty. He needs 
to go buy an emotional support pony. 
But he doesn’t need to give away an 
American military base. 

Mr. Trump, President Trump, please 
don’t agree to this. 

That is it. I am out of gas. My work 
here is done. This is important, this 
meeting with Prime Minister Starmer 
tomorrow. I don’t want to lose a mili-
tary base we need. So I appreciate your 
indulgence. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON 
RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 
RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the 
Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion has adopted rules governing its 
procedures for the 119th Congress. Pur-
suant to rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, on behalf 
of myself and Senator PADILLA, I ask 
unanimous consent that a copy of the 
committee rules be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 

MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 

Rule 1. The regular meeting dates of the 
Committee shall be the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of each month, at 10:00 a.m., in 
room SR–301, Russell Senate Office Building. 
Additional meetings of the Committee may 
be called by the Chair as he or she may deem 
necessary or pursuant to the provision of 
paragraph 3 of rule XXVI of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate. 

Rule 2. Meetings of the Committee, includ-
ing meetings to conduct hearings, shall be 
open to the public, except that a meeting or 
series of meetings by the Committee on the 
same subject for a period of no more than 14 
calendar days may be closed to the public on 
a motion made and seconded to go into 
closed session to discuss only whether the 
matters enumerated in subparagraphs (a) 
through (f) would require the meeting to be 
closed followed immediately by a recorded 
vote in open session by a majority of the 
Members of the Committee when it is deter-
mined that the matters to be discussed or 
the testimony to be taken at such meeting 
or meetings: 

(a) will disclose matters necessary to be 
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States; 

(b) will relate solely to matters of the 
Committee staff personnel or internal staff 
management or procedure; 

(c) will tend to charge an individual with 
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure 
the professional standing of an individual, or 

otherwise to expose an individual to public 
contempt or obloquy, or will represent a 
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy 
of an individual; 

(d) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense 
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terests of effective law enforcement; 

(e) will disclose information relating to the 
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given 
person if: 

(1) an Act of Congress requires the infor-
mation to be kept confidential by Govern-
ment officers and employees; or 

(2) the information has been obtained by 
the Government on a confidential basis, 
other than through an application by such 
person for a specific Government financial or 
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the 
competitive position of such person; or 

(f) may divulge matters required to be kept 
confidential under the provisions of law or 
Government regulations. (Paragraph 5(b) of 
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules.) 

Rule 3. Written notices of Committee 
meetings will normally be sent by the Com-
mittees staff director to all Members of the 
Committee at least a week in advance. In ad-
dition, the Committee staff will telephone or 
e-mail reminders of Committee meetings to 
all Members of the Committee or to the ap-
propriate assistants in their offices. 

Rule 4. A copy of the Committees intended 
agenda enumerating separate items of legis-
lative business and Committee business will 
normally be sent to all Members of the Com-
mittee and released to the public at least one 
day in advance of all meetings. This does not 
preclude any Member of the Committee from 
discussing appropriate non-agenda topics. 

Rule 5. After the Chair and the Ranking 
Minority Member, speaking order shall be 
based on order of arrival, alternating be-
tween Majority and Minority Members, un-
less otherwise directed by the Chair. 

Rule 6. Any witness who is to appear before 
the Committee in any hearing shall file with 
the clerk of the Committee at least three 
business days before the date of his or her 
appearance, a written statement of his or her 
proposed testimony and an executive sum-
mary thereof, in such form as the Chair may 
direct, unless the Chair and the Ranking Mi-
nority Member waive such requirement for 
good cause. 

Rule 7. In general, testimony will be re-
stricted to five minutes for each witness. 
The time may be extended by the Chair, 
upon the Chairs own direction or at the re-
quest of a Member. Each round of questions 
by Members will also be limited to five min-
utes. 

QUORUMS 
Rule 8. Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(1) of 

rule XXVI of the Standing Rules, a majority 
of the Members of the Committee shall con-
stitute a quorum for the reporting of legisla-
tive measures. 

Rule 9. Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(1) of 
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules, one-third 
of the Members of the Committee shall con-
stitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness, including action on amendments to 
measures prior to voting to report the meas-
ure to the Senate. 

Rule 10. Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(2) of 
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules, two Mem-
bers of the Committee shall constitute a 
quorum for the purpose of taking testimony 
under oath and one Member of the Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum for the pur-
pose of taking testimony not under oath; 
provided, however, that in either instance, 
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once a quorum is established, any one Mem-
ber can continue to take such testimony. 

Rule 11. Under no circumstances may prox-
ies be considered for the establishment of a 
quorum. 

VOTING 
Rule 12. Voting in the Committee on any 

issue will normally be by voice vote. 
Rule 13. If a third of the Members present 

so demand a roll call vote instead of a voice 
vote, a record vote will be taken on any 
question by roll call. 

Rule 14. The results of roll call votes taken 
in any meeting upon any measure, or any 
amendment thereto, shall be stated in the 
Committee report on that measure unless 
previously announced by the Committee, and 
such report or announcement shall include a 
tabulation of the votes cast in favor of and 
the votes cast in opposition to each such 
measure and amendment by each Member of 
the Committee. (Paragraph 7(b) and (c) of 
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules.) 

Rule 15. Proxy voting shall be allowed on 
all measures and matters before the Com-
mittee. However, the vote of the Committee 
to report a measure or matter shall require 
the concurrence of a majority of the Mem-
bers of the Committee who are physically 
present at the time of the vote. Proxies will 
be allowed in such cases solely for the pur-
pose of recording a Members position on the 
question and then only in those instances 
when the absentee Committee Member has 
been informed of the question and has af-
firmatively requested that he or she be re-
corded. (Paragraph 7(a)(3) of rule XXVI of 
the Standing Rules.) 

AMENDMENTS 
Rule 16. Provided at least five business 

days notice of the agenda is given, and the 
text of the proposed bill or resolution has 
been made available at least five business 
days in advance, it shall not be in order for 
the Committee to consider any amendment 
in the first degree proposed to any measure 
under consideration by the Committee un-
less such amendment has been delivered to 
the office of the Committee and by at least 
5:00 p.m. the day prior to the scheduled start 
of the meeting and circulated to each of the 
offices by at least 6:00 p.m. 

Rule 17. In the event the Chair introduces 
a substitute amendment or a Chairs mark, 
the requirements set forth in Rule 16 shall be 
considered waived unless such substitute 
amendment or Chairs mark has been made 
available at least five business days in ad-
vance of the scheduled meeting. 

Rule 18. It shall be in order, without prior 
notice, for a Member to offer a motion to 
strike a single section of any bill, resolution, 
or amendment under consideration. 

Rule 19. This section of the rule may be 
waived by agreement of the Chair and the 
Ranking Minority Member. 

DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO COMMITTEE 
CHAIR 

Rule 20. The Chair is authorized to person-
ally sign or sign by delegation all necessary 
vouchers and routine papers for which the 
Committees approval is required and to de-
cide on the Committees behalf all routine 
business. 

Rule 21. The Chair is authorized to engage 
commercial reporters for the preparation of 
transcripts of Committee meetings and hear-
ings. 

Rule 22. The Chair is authorized to issue, 
on behalf of the Committee, regulations nor-
mally promulgated by the Committee at the 
beginning of each session. 

DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO COMMITTEE 
CHAIR AND RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

Rule 23. The Chair and Ranking Minority 
Member, acting jointly, are authorized to ap-

prove on behalf of the Committee any rule or 
regulation for which the Committees ap-
proval is required, provided advance notice 
of their intention to do so is given to Mem-
bers of the Committee. 

Rule 24. The Chair, with the concurrence of 
the Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee, is authorized to subpoena the attend-
ance of witnesses and the production of cor-
respondence, books, papers, documents, and 
other materials. Regardless of whether a 
subpoena has been concurred in by the Rank-
ing Minority Member, such subpoena may be 
authorized by vote of the Members of the 
Committee. When a subpoena is authorized, 
either by a vote of the Committee or by the 
Chair with the concurrence of the Ranking 
Member, the subpoena may be issued upon 
the signature of the Chair or of any other 
Member of the Committee designated by the 
Chair. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATIONS 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD the notifications 
that have been received. If the cover 
letter references a classified annex, 
then such an annex is available to all 
Senators in the office of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the material was 
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as fol-
lows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(C) of 
the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as 
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No. 
24–0M. This transmittal notifies a cost in-
crease in excess of the total value previously 
described in the Section 36(b)(1) AECA cer-
tification 13–56 of May 12, 2014. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL F. MILLER, 

Director. 
Enclosure. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 24–0M 

Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-
tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec. 
36(b)(5)(C), AECA) 

(i) Purchaser: Republic of Türkiye. 
(ii) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal No.: 

13–56; Date: May 12, 2014; Implementing 
Agency: Navy. 

Funding Source: National Funds. 
(iii) Description: On May 12, 2014, Congress 

was notified by congressional certification 
transmittal number 13–56, of the possible 
sale under Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act of up to 48 MK 48 Mod 6 Ad-
vanced Technology All-Up-Round (AUR) 
Warshot Torpedoes, containers, fleet exer-

cise sections, exercise fuel tanks, surface re-
covery cage and tools, exercise hardware, 
maintenance facility upgrades, support and 
test equipment, spare and repair parts, per-
sonnel training and training equipment, pub-
lications and technical documentation, U.S. 
Government and contractor engineering, 
technical, and logistics support services, and 
other related elements of technical support. 
The total estimated value was $170 million. 
Major Defense Equipment (MDE) constituted 
$126 million of this total. 

This transmittal notifies an increase in 
MDE value by $100 million, due to recent 
cost increases. There are no additional MDE 
or non-MDE items being reported with this 
notification. The total case value will in-
crease by $100 million to $270 million. MDE 
will constitute $226 million of this total. 

(iv) Significance: Recent cost increases 
have brought about the need to add value to 
the original notification. The proposed sale 
will improve Türkiye’s naval power and its 
capability to meet current and future 
threats. 

(v) Justification: This proposed sale will 
support the foreign policy goals and national 
security of the United States by improving 
the naval capabilities and interoperability of 
a NATO Ally that is a force for political and 
economic stability in Europe. 

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology: The Sensi-
tivity of Technology Statement contained in 
the original notification applies to items re-
ported here. 

(vii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
February 21, 2025. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, 
this morning I attended the funeral of 
former Maryland Congresswoman Bev-
erly Byron, an extraordinary public 
servant who represented the people of 
western Maryland and expanded the 
rights of women in the military as the 
first woman to chair a subcommittee 
on the Armed Services Committee and 
author of the Byron amendment that 
allowed women to fly combat missions. 
She was a mentor and friend, and I was 
grateful to pay my respects to her this 
morning among her many friends and 
family. 

Due to this conflict, I missed rollcall 
vote No. 90, confirmation of the nomi-
nation of Daniel Driscoll to be Sec-
retary of the Army. Had I been present, 
I would have voted no. 

Due to this conflict, I also missed 
rollcall vote No. 91, the motion to pro-
ceed to S.J. Res. 11, a joint resolution 
providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Bureau of Ocean Energy Manage-
ment relating to ‘‘Protection of Marine 
Archaeological Resources.’’ Had I been 
present, I would have voted no. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING EDGEWOOD LOCKER 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as chair 
of the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship, each 
week I recognize an outstanding Iowa 
small business that exemplifies the 
American entrepreneurial spirit. This 
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