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We heard from a lifelong Coloradan 

who is a national leader for forest con-
servation and deeply respected in our 
community. This person moved across 
the State for a position with the Forest 
Service. Their work informed local ef-
forts to reduce wildfire risks and re-
store forest health, creating a safer 
landscape for wildland firefighters to 
work in when a fire does break out, 
which, by the way, is almost all the 
time these days. 

Ironically, the administration fired a 
member of a Colorado National Forest 
leadership team—get this, Mr. Presi-
dent—who was actually involved in 
planning for staff reduction. But it 
wasn’t the across-the-board reduction 
that came from Washington, DC; it was 
the thoughtful reduction that you can 
only do if you are close to the local 
level. 

Our forests look nothing like Central 
Park, and I am not sure President 
Trump understands that. 

This person was responsible for 
teams of people working on energy pro-
duction, wildfire prevention, and the 
responsible use of our public forests. 
And there are countless other stories 
already of people who recently signed 
up for seasonal work to help manage 
recreation, rangeland, and wildlife 
habitat who are now unemployed. 

Trump and Musk’s actions aren’t 
about increasing efficiency or repaying 
American taxpayers. These cuts don’t 
root out fraud or government waste, 
but these actions do place an immense 
burden on the citizens of Colorado, on 
the citizens on the West. We are hang-
ing out communities to dry all over— 
all over—the American West. 

I am glad my colleague from Oregon 
is here, the former chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee, who also has had to 
watch these crazy tax cuts—which by 
the way, Mr. President, I will say to 
my colleague: That is not even a 
speech I was supposed to give. It is 
about the across-the-board layoffs of 
people in our forests who already are 
totally undermanned and aren’t able to 
keep up with the demands of the pub-
lic. But, really, for what? So you can 
pass a tax bill—not you but these guys 
on the other side—where 45 percent of 
the benefit goes to the richest people in 
America, or more? 

Cutting staff that put out unattended 
campfires, that manage timber sales 
and support wildland firefighting ef-
forts means that our communities will 
face much more wildfire risk come 
spring. 

These cuts undermine businesses 
that require permits to operate on our 
public lands—from outfitters and 
guides to oil and gas companies—and 
mean fewer boots-on-the-ground staff 
to manage visitation—from clearing 
trails to cleaning bathrooms. That 
means we the American people risk los-
ing our access to our most cherished 
public lands. Our Federal workers have 
devoted their careers to making our 
communities and our country better. 
They put the American people first, 
and I am grateful for their service. 

Does that mean they couldn’t do 
their job better? No. Does that mean 
they couldn’t do it in a more efficient 
manner? No. In fact, that is one of the 
reasons why we have fought to put 
more money in the budget for fighting 
fires themselves, because waiting until 
the fire happens is the most expensive 
way you could possibly deal with it; 
but the second most expensive way 
would be to lay off the very people who 
help prevent the conditions from aris-
ing that are going to lead to those 
fires, which, by the way, cost $50,000 an 
acre to fight. 

The Forest Service employees 
throughout the West are fundamental 
to our economy and to our commu-
nities in Colorado. In fact, the fact 
that it has been hard to hire them has 
compromised our communities in real-
ly fundamental ways, and we ought to 
double down on the Forest Service’s 
mission, investing in wildfire resil-
ience, watershed health, recreation 
management, rooting out waste, and 
cutting redtape to make the Agency a 
better partner for rural communities 
across the country. That is what we 
would be doing. 

Instead, President Trump and Musk’s 
actions to eviscerate the Federal work-
force take a torch to that approach and 
tear at the fabric of our communities. 
It is an insult to Colorado and all 
Americans. There is no reason they 
should do it, and they should rescind 
these cuts. 

With that, Mr. President I thank my 
colleagues for their indulgence. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 
BUDGET RECONCILIATION 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I am 
down here on the floor this afternoon 
with my colleague Senator KAINE from 
Virginia and the ranking member of 
the Finance Committee, Senator 
WYDEN, to talk about the spending and 
tax bill that is coming before the Con-
gress, driven by Republicans and the 
Trump administration. Whether it is 
one bill or two bills, it doesn’t really 
matter. It is the centerpiece of Donald 
Trump’s economic agenda. 

It is really important to talk about 
the impacts that this spending and tax 
package will have on the American 
public. Well, there will be some new 
spending for defense and some new 
spending on immigration policy. The 
heart of this spending and tax package 
will be familiar to many Americans be-
cause they remember it from 2017, dur-
ing the first Trump administration. 

The heart of this Republican eco-
nomic proposal is a massive tax cut for 
the very, very wealthy and for corpora-
tions and, this time, not borrowed to 
be paid back later by middle-class tax-
payers. This time, it is paid for by im-
mediate cuts to some of the programs 
that regular ordinary Americans, many 
frail seniors, depend on, like the Med-
icaid Program. 

Just for a little bit of context, it does 
appear to a lot of Americans that this 

whole thing feels a bit like a scam. 
This is a government that is being 
handed over to the billionaire class in 
order to operationalize government to 
make money for the very, very wealthy 
and for the rest of us to pay the price. 

The cost of gas is going up, the cost 
of groceries continues to go up. Mean-
while, Donald Trump and his billion-
aire crowd are doing better than ever. 
Just a couple examples: Since Elon 
Musk, the richest man in the universe, 
has taken control of the government 
with Donald Trump, the value of his 
business has gone up by 30 percent. 
Tesla stock has gone up by 30 percent. 
Of course, it has. Of course, it has, be-
cause Elon Musk is now able to get in-
side the government to arrange things 
to benefit his companies. 

For instance, the NLRB is gone. They 
fired the Democrat on the board. He is 
unable to muster a quorum. It is not 
coincidental that the NLRB had sev-
eral open investigations of Tesla. 

Our foreign policy has been mone-
tized to support people like Elon Musk. 
It just broke yesterday that Vietnam is 
really worried about Trump’s tariff 
policy, and so the way they are going 
to try to get some help from the Trump 
administration is to give some help to 
Elon Musk’s businesses; that they are 
going to get Elon Musk a Starlink con-
tract. And they believe that by doing 
that, they will be able to get help from 
the Trump administration on tariffs. 

So Elon Musk and the billionaires 
are able to operationalize and monetize 
our foreign policy. Of course, Elon 
Musk has access to the data, especially 
the data inside Treasury that is going 
to help him gain an advantage on his 
competitors, whether he is trying to 
set up a new tax payment system or he 
is trying to set up a new universal pay-
ment capacity on Twitter. So it is not 
shocking that the value of Musk’s busi-
ness has gone way up because he now 
controls the Federal Government in a 
way that could benefit his business. 

But Trump is doing very well, too. He 
made $100 million off of a meme coin— 
a meme coin where we have no idea as 
Americans who is buying it. It is very 
likely foreign actors trying to influ-
ence the administration who could se-
cretly buy the meme coin and then 
whisper to Donald Trump that ‘‘we got 
your back when you needed it.’’ Also, 
$40 million from Amazon for a new doc-
umentary of the First Lady. Legal set-
tlements from ABC News, Meta, and 
X—all, shockingly, settled with cash 
payments to the Trump family after 
the election. 

And the monetization of foreign pol-
icy for Donald Trump, just like the 
monetization of foreign policy for Elon 
Musk. News this week that the PGA 
and the Saudis were meeting with the 
President to try to settle their dis-
putes. It is not coincidental to the fact 
that Donald Trump is in business with 
one of those golf leagues. 

So it just appears to many Ameri-
cans like this administration puts the 
billionaires, the corporations, those 
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that are loyal and friendly to Donald 
Trump first and all the rest of us sec-
ond. 

The apex of this effort to turn our 
government and government policy 
over to the billionaires is this tax cut. 
Again, this tax and spending package 
has a lot of elements to it, but the cen-
terpiece is a tax cut that is 852 times 
bigger for the top 1 percent of earners 
in this country than for low-income 
families. That is a number that is a lit-
tle hard to get your head wrapped 
around, so I just wanted to put it on 
this chart. That is what 852 times looks 
like. 

The rates go down for folks who 
make more than $600,000 a year, but 
they don’t move for folks who make 
under $600,000 a year. I mean, they are 
not trying to hide what is going on 
here. Rates are coming down if you 
make a whole ton of money. Rates are 
staying the same if you are middle in-
come or lower income. 

Another way to tell this story is that 
if you are in the top 1 percent, your av-
erage tax cut is about $70,000. That is a 
lot of money. That is a lot of money. 
But if you are making $30,000 a year— 
and there are a whole bunch of people 
in this country that are making $30,000 
a year, especially when Republicans 
refuse to support the minimum wage 
going above $7.25 an hour. If you make 
$30,000 a year, you are going to get 
about $130. $70,000 if you are doing real-
ly, really well; $130 for everybody else. 
That doesn’t make sense. Why do peo-
ple making $600,000 a year need $70,000 
while only 100 bucks goes to everybody 
else? 

The corporations are in the mix here 
too. They came to Congress in 2017 and 
said: We need a lower tax rate. And 
then Trump and his Republican allies 
gave them a tax rate even lower than 
they asked. And they made this claim 
that all this extra money going to the 
corporations was going to be passed 
down to workers. They had a specific 
claim that it was going to result in 
$4,000 more in income to every Amer-
ican, because that is how trickle-down 
economics works in the brains of Re-
publicans. You give a whole bunch of 
money to corporations, and they are 
going to be generous, and they are 
going to give that money to workers in 
extra income. 

Well, we now have 8 years of experi-
ence since that first tax cut that they 
are looking to reauthorize. We know 
what happened. The study shows that 
it wasn’t $4,000 of extra income; it 
wasn’t $3,000; it wasn’t $2,000; it wasn’t 
$1,000; it wasn’t $500; it wasn’t $400; it 
wasn’t even $200. It was zero. The tax 
cut resulted in an increase in salary to 
those people who worked for those cor-
porations that got the big tax cut. The 
salary increase was zero. 

It is a scam. Trickle-down economics 
is a scam. When you put this much 
money into the hands of the wealthy, 
it does not trickle down to everybody 
else. When you give corporations those 
enormous tax cuts, it does not trickle 

down to everybody else. It stays in the 
pockets of the wealthy. The corpora-
tions use it in order to do stock 
buybacks, in order to inflate CEOs’ sal-
aries. It just separates the rich from 
the poor. It is a scam. It is a scam. 

The last thing I will say before turn-
ing it over to Senator KAINE is that 
this version of the giant billionaire and 
corporate tax cut is so much worse 
than the first version. It is still a tax 
cut for the wealthy that is 852 times 
bigger than for folks at the bottom of 
the income scale, but whereas in 2017, 
it was all borrowed—and that is bad be-
cause that money has to be recouped 
somehow. 

That means that everybody eventu-
ally is either going to pay higher inter-
est rates or have their taxes raised or 
their services cut to service all that 
debt—trillions of dollars’ worth of 
debt. This time, Republicans are con-
templating not borrowing the money 
but instead just taking it from poor 
people and middle-class people—just 
take it from them to give it to the bil-
lionaires and the corporations. 

The cut that they are contemplating 
in the House of Representatives is a 
cut to Medicaid. Now, they are also 
thinking about cuts to Medicare, your 
parents’ primary health insurance. 
They are contemplating cuts to the Af-
fordable Care Act. That is the program 
that insures 20 million working Ameri-
cans, but they are really zeroed in on 
Medicaid. 

They are contemplating such dev-
astating cuts to Medicaid that it would 
eviscerate the program. And maybe 
you can say: Well, I mean, it is Med-
icaid for poor people, and that is not 
me. Well, I think we have an obligation 
to try to make sure that everybody in 
this country—even poor children—have 
access to healthcare, but Medicaid also 
pays for your parents’ or your neigh-
bors’ nursing home costs. 

If you cut the amount of money that 
they are talking about out of the Med-
icaid Program, you are literally talk-
ing about nursing homes shutting down 
and seniors being out on the street. 
That is not hyperbole. That is what 
happens if you make these massive 
cuts to Medicaid. 

So what they are talking about this 
year is not just running up a credit 
card bill in order to fund the tax cuts 
for the wealthy, they are literally talk-
ing about putting seniors out on the 
street in order to fund the tax cut for 
the wealthy. 

The whole thing feels like a scam: 
the favors being given to billionaires 
that are inside the government; the tax 
cut that benefits the very, very 
wealthy at the expense of everybody 
else; the cutting of services that help 
regular people in order to finance the 
tax cut. 

And whether it ends up being one bill 
or two bills, the centerpiece is still the 
centerpiece: the transfer of resources 
and wealth from regular people, from 
the middle class, from poor people to 
the very, very wealthy, the millionaire 
and billionaire class, the corporations. 

So we are going to tell this story 
here on the Senate floor, all over the 
country, while this bill moves its way 
through the process, either as one bill 
or two bills, because regardless of the 
process, the story is still the same: a 
scam to take money from regular peo-
ple to make the lives of the rich and 
powerful even more lavish. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

MORENO). The Senator from Virginia. 
Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I rise to 

follow my colleague from Connecticut 
to talk about the impending business 
before the Senate, the 2025 budget reso-
lution. 

My colleague talked about this dis-
cussion and the Republican proposal as 
a scam. I am going to use a slightly dif-
ferent term, but I bet we all know a 
‘‘Trojan horse’’—a Trojan horse. We all 
know the story about the Battle of 
Troy when the invaders created this 
beautiful gift of a horse that they then 
gave to those in the besieged city, but 
it turned out it wasn’t a gift. It was an 
agent of destruction, and that is what 
this budget deal is. 

If the Republican majorities here and 
at the House cared about the budget, 
we would have an appropriations deal. 
There was an appropriations deal on 
the table to be taken at the end of the 
last calendar year, but after the elec-
tion result, the Republican majority 
just decided, we don’t want to nego-
tiate with Democrats in the Senate. We 
will kick it into next year, and we will 
come up with a budget deal that we 
write. 

We would have had an appropriations 
deal before the end of last year. We 
would have an appropriations deal by 
March 14. Instead, what Democrats are 
hearing is that the Republicans don’t 
want to do the traditional appropria-
tions budget. They want to do a con-
tinuing resolution, which would be 
very harmful. 

If my Republican colleagues cared 
about the budget, they would complain 
about Elon Musk and Donald Trump 
unilaterally violating past appropria-
tions deals that we all voted for and 
that the President signed. If they cared 
about the budget, that would matter to 
them because a deal is a deal, espe-
cially a deal that we voted on. 

Instead, my Republican colleagues 
are quietly acquiescing to Head Start 
Programs closing, to community 
health clinics closing or reducing serv-
ices, to veterans hospitals and clinics 
grappling with serious staff shortages. 

Why would my colleagues quietly ac-
quiesce to those kinds of violations of 
appropriations bills you voted for if 
you cared about the budget? This dis-
cussion is a Trojan horse. The adver-
tised purposes of the bill that is pend-
ing before the Senate now are twofold: 
border security and defense. 

Let me take defense first as a mem-
ber of the Armed Services Committee. 
Do you need to use reconciliation to do 
defense spending? We not only do hun-
dreds of billions of dollars a year in de-
fense spending in a bipartisan way, but 
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twice in the last calendar year, we did 
supplemental appropriations to de-
fense, once in April as part of a supple-
mental security deal and once at the 
end of calendar year 2024 as part of a 
continuing resolution. 

We spent 850 billion, and we added to 
it twice with a bipartisan vote. You 
don’t need reconciliation for that. You 
don’t need reconciliation to find spend-
ing on border security. I have been here 
since 2013. We did a border security bill 
that was bipartisan that spent money 
in this Chamber. The House Republican 
majority killed it. In 2018, we did a bi-
partisan border deal in this body that 
spent tens of billions of dollars on bor-
der security. President Trump urged 
everyone to vote against it. 

My colleague from Connecticut 
played a key role in a tough bipartisan 
border security deal just last year. 
President Trump said vote against it. 
All of those bills had significant budg-
etary resources to invest in border se-
curity. Donald Trump and House Re-
publicans opposed them. 

So if there is a track record of being 
able to do defense spending in a bipar-
tisan way, border security spending in 
a bipartisan way, then why are we 
claiming—why are my Republican col-
leagues claiming that this reconcili-
ation bill is about those two items? It 
is not what it is about. My colleagues 
have done a good job of explaining it. 

This is about an effort to dramati-
cally cut spending programs that sup-
port everyday Virginians and everyday 
Americans and then to take those dol-
lars and use them to fund tax cuts for 
the wealthiest Americans and the big-
gest corporations, taking from people 
who rely upon community health clin-
ics, rely upon Medicaid, rely upon stu-
dent loans, taking those dollars and 
then using them to fund tax cuts for 
the wealthy. 

My colleague from Connecticut 
talked in particular about the fixation 
that Republicans have had in slashing 
Medicaid. We saw it in 2017. The Repub-
lican priority during Donald Trump’s 
first year was to kill the Affordable 
Care Act, but it went much further 
than just killing the Affordable Care 
Act. 

Republicans made attack on the core 
of the Medicaid Program a key ele-
ment, and that is why they ended up 
losing on the floor of the Senate in one 
of the most dramatic votes I have ever 
participated in. Medicaid is about our 
neighbors and parents in nursing 
homes. 

Medicaid pays for more than half of 
the births in this country. The hos-
pitals are reimbursed by Medicaid. 
Fifty percent of the Medicaid budget 
goes to children—I am sorry. Fifty per-
cent of Medicaid recipients are chil-
dren. Only 20 percent of the budget of 
Medicaid goes to kids, but 50 percent of 
the recipients. 

When you go after Medicaid, you are 
going after folks with disabilities. You 
are going after our parents and grand-
parents in nursing homes. You are 

going against kids. You are going 
against low-income mothers delivering 
children in American hospitals. 

The tax cuts for the wealthy are not 
necessarily part of the proposal that is 
before us in the Senate right now, but 
the House GOP has given away the 
game. The big beautiful bill that is 
being urged on both House and Senate 
Republicans by the Vice President and 
the President contains the tax cuts for 
the wealthy that my colleague Senator 
MURPHY has described. 

We need to have $41⁄2 trillion in tax 
cuts, and just as was the case in 2017, 
they will go to folks at the top. In fact, 
almost half of the benefits of these tax 
cuts would go to the top 5 percent of 
taxpayers. That is the end result of the 
process of reconciliation that we are 
starting on today. 

So I would just say: Let’s be candid 
about what is going on here. We can’t 
trick people. We can’t convince people, 
oh, this is about border security and 
national defense. We have got a demon-
strable bipartisan track record to be 
able to advance in those areas. 

The people that are out there whom 
the GOP are trying to trick in this ef-
fort, they are the ones in communities 
that are complaining about Head Start 
Programs being closed. They are the 
ones that see health clinics reduced or 
clinics laid off. They are the ones that 
are getting punched because they are 
veterans. 

The indiscriminate layoffs that are 
being pushed by the DOGE brothers 
and President Trump hit veterans. 
Thirty percent of the Federal work-
force are veterans. It is only about 3 
percent of the civilian workforce, but if 
you do mass and indiscriminate layoffs 
of Federal employees, whom do you 
hurt disproportionately? You are hurt-
ing people who have served this coun-
try and are entitled to respect and 
gratitude. They don’t deserve to be 
treated, in Donald Trump’s words, as 
losers in the way that they are being 
treated with these indiscriminate lay-
offs. 

These are the people who are being 
affected thus far by these policies of 
the President. So that is what we are 
fighting about, and that is whom we 
are fighting for. 

We are going to offer amendments 
during vote-arama to clarify what is 
going on to try to protect Medicaid and 
children’s nutrition and other safety 
net programs, and we will battle to try 
to convince some Republicans to join 
us in those amendments. 

But let’s just be clear about what 
this is: It is a Trojan horse-effort to 
amass savings off the backs of every-
day people to pour into tax cuts for the 
wealthiest Americans who don’t need 
help. We need to resist it in every way 
we can. I look forward to joining my 
colleagues in doing so. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oregon. 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I want to 

thank my colleagues Senator MURPHY 

and Senator KAINE for very strong 
speeches, and I look forward very much 
to working with them in this fight. 

My colleagues have raised a host of 
important issues that I want to touch 
on, and I am going to start with the big 
picture of what is going on in America 
as the Senate careens toward a budget 
showdown. 

Donald Trump, as of today, seems to 
consider himself royalty. Elon Musk 
seems to believe he calls the shots. 
They are trampling over the Constitu-
tion and violating laws as they try to 
rip apart so much of what makes 
America special, and they are clearing 
the way for financial predators and fi-
nancial scammers to steal from inno-
cent Americans. 

They are gutting medical research. 
Days after the deadliest airplane crash 
on American soil in decades and when 
more plane crashes seem to be hap-
pening by the hour, they fire hundreds 
of people who work on airline safety. 

They are slashing the university sys-
tem, which is the envy of the world and 
a huge source of economic growth and 
opportunity in America. They fired 
hundreds of people who manage our nu-
clear arsenal because whomever in 
DOGE ordered those fired didn’t seem 
to have any idea what the Department 
of Energy does. 

The national parks closed because 
they don’t have enough staff, and that 
is going to be a disaster for rural com-
munities that depend on tourism. 
Farmers missed payments they are 
owed. Nobody I know voted for this 
chaos. 

Now, I heard firsthand from Orego-
nians this past weekend at townhall 
meetings. Thousands of Oregonians, ac-
cording to the press, were in attend-
ance. They shared their real fears and 
legitimate concerns about how this 
slash-and-burn approach we are seeing 
from Trump and Musk is a recipe for a 
lower quality of life in America and 
people will lose their lives as a result 
of these attacks on healthcare and 
medical research. 

Unfortunately, there has barely been 
a peep from Republicans. In fact, I have 
heard more support for Trump than 
criticism of this lawlessness from the 
other side, and it is business as usual 
here in the Senate. 

What is so important to my col-
leagues on the other side that they are 
letting Trump and Musk get away with 
this destruction? It is another round of 
breaks for billionaires and big corpora-
tions. That, colleagues, is the Repub-
lican prize at the end of this process. 
That is Trump’s plan to pay back his 
supporters who bought the election for 
him. 

Now for some specifics. The center-
piece of the plan is extending his 2017 
tax law at a cost of more than $4 tril-
lion. Ultrawealthy individuals who 
rake in millions each year would get 
tax breaks of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. Families who live paycheck to 
paycheck, as my colleagues have been 
talking about this afternoon, would be 
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lucky to get enough to cover groceries 
for a week. What an outrageous imbal-
ance. 

Trump and Republicans want typical 
Americans to be satisfied with peanuts 
compared to the growing fortunes of 
Elon Musk and Trump’s other billion-
aire donors, and it is not just a bunch 
of extensions. Trump wants even more 
breaks for big, profitable corporations. 
Senate Republicans want new give-
aways to the ultrawealthy. 

How would it be paid for? By booting 
tens of millions of Americans off their 
health insurance, increasing child hun-
ger, laying off hundreds of thousands of 
manufacturing workers, and raising 
the cost of living here. 

The Republican chair of the House 
Budget Committee had a whole list of 
destructive proposals a few weeks ago. 
Dozens of pages long, item after item, 
it looked like the kind of plan you 
would design if your goal was to wipe 
out the middle class in America and 
push tens of millions of families into 
poverty. 

But this was a real document from a 
Republican committee chair. A couple 
of lowlights stuck out to us on the Sen-
ate Finance Committee. Trump and 
Republicans want to take a wrecking 
ball to the Medicaid Program. It is a 
devastating prospect for tens of mil-
lions of Americans, and I heard about 
it in Oregon all this weekend. 

Medicaid pays for two out of three 
nursing home beds. Where do American 
families turn when nursing homes no 
longer accept Medicaid due to these 
Republican cuts? What my colleagues 
are saying is who is going to take care 
of our parents and our grandparents? 

Medicaid covers 30 million kids. That 
includes half of all American kids with 
special needs. Cuts to Medicaid will set 
these kids back for the rest of their 
lives. Hospitals, nursing homes, other 
providers in rural communities all over 
America barely hang on. They depend 
on Medicaid. If the Republican cuts go 
through, rural America is going to be-
come a healthcare desert. 

The clean energy tax cuts, which I 
worked on for a full decade, are an-
other disaster in the making. Repub-
licans are looking at wiping out a host 
of tax incentives for clean energy to 
pay for a big chunk of their handouts 
to the top. 

Nobody is rooting harder for Repub-
licans to succeed on this than the Chi-
nese Government. That is because if 
Republicans follow through and gut the 
clean energy tax credits that we passed 
in 2022, it will be a total surrender to 
China on clean energy. Hundreds of 
thousands of American jobs would be 
destroyed. Energy prices will jump, and 
that will hurt working families and 
small businesses. 

The jobs and investment we have at-
tracted to America over the last few 
years, that goes to China and other 
countries that win the clean energy 
arms race at our expense. 

If you look at that document from 
the House Budget Committee chair, it 

is one item after another that is going 
to clobber typical families and commu-
nities across the land. They are look-
ing at a tax increase on single moms. 
They are considering a tax increase 
that will raise the cost of owning a 
home. They are considering cuts to in-
frastructure that will hurt local econo-
mies. They are even considering taxing 
scholarships for kids looking to go to 
college. 

The only people who won’t feel the 
pain of these hardships are the 
ultrawealthy, people like Donald 
Trump and Elon Musk. There is a game 
of hide the ball happening here in the 
Senate, with this first resolution that 
hides all the unpopular plans in the 
second bill that comes down the pike. 

Over in the House of Representatives, 
they are trying to cram it all into one 
bill. In the end, the process here in 
Congress won’t really matter to the 
people whose lives are made worse by 
the painful cuts Republicans are pre-
paring to inflict on the country. 

The reality is, this agenda goes hand 
in hand with the lawlessness we are 
seeing from Elon Musk and Donald 
Trump. My view is, this amounts to 
pillaging the government. They are 
breaking vital programs at Agencies, 
and there is no sign they care about 
the people who are hurt so greatly 
along the way. 

Donald Trump even admits out in the 
open that it is causing pain—his words, 
not mine. And here in the Senate, Re-
publicans are getting ready to add to 
the cuts, and they are getting ready to 
give even more tax handouts to the 
top: Donald Trump, Elon Musk, and 
the billionaire donors who support 
them. 

As my colleagues have said this 
afternoon so eloquently, we are going 
to shine a light on this floor on the de-
structive agenda of the Republicans as 
the debate continues. The American 
people do not support what is hap-
pening here in the Senate or what Don-
ald Trump and Elon Musk are doing to 
their government. We are going to do 
everything we can to stop that. I yield 
the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado. 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I was 
here to speak on the across-the-board 
cuts that the Forest Service is facing 
in Colorado, but I was so glad to hear 
my colleagues from Connecticut and 
Virginia and Oregon talking about this 
tax bill. I want to add just a couple of 
thoughts to it. 

First of all, I appreciate so much 
what they were saying because the 
American people are struggling, and it 
is not just with inflation. It is with an 
economy that, for 50 years, has worked 
incredibly well for the wealthiest peo-
ple in our country and hasn’t worked 
for anybody else. 

It used to be the American dream. 
That is how we knew our country was 
working—when, if you worked hard, 
you could get ahead. Even more impor-
tant to most Americans, when you 

worked hard, you knew your kids were 
going to get ahead. And we are at a 
moment in American history, for the 
first time, when our kids, people that 
are 30 years old, are going to earn—half 
of them are going to earn—less than 
their parents. And people all over the 
country are looking at it and saying: 
That is not the America that I recog-
nize. That is not the American dream. 

And it is not the American dream. 
Today, in the United States, the top 

1 percent of people own 20 percent of 
our income. The bottom 50 percent own 
10 percent. The bottom 50 percent own 
half of what the top 1 percent have. 

Some people might say: Oh my God, 
that is just a natural feature of the 
way our economy works or the way 
capitalism works. 

It is not, even in this country. Twen-
ty-five years ago, that wasn’t true; it 
was reversed. Twenty-five years ago, 
the bottom 50 percent earned twice as 
much income as the top 1 percent. And 
that has flipped since Ronald Reagan 
came here with his trickle-down eco-
nomics that my colleague from Con-
necticut was talking about, with a tax 
policy that was all about rewarding the 
wealthiest people and the folks who 
were outsourcing jobs from the United 
States of America. 

And now Donald Trump is here to do 
it again, as he did when he was Presi-
dent the last time. He went to the 
Mahoning Valley in Ohio, after passing 
that tax bill, and said: You are wel-
come for your middle-class tax cut. 

But 50 percent of it went to the 
wealthiest 5 percent in our country. He 
gave a little tip, as the Senator from 
Connecticut was saying, to working 
people in our country to obscure the 
fact that what he was doing was giving 
massive tax cuts to the wealthiest peo-
ple. 

And I will finish just by saying this. 
Sometimes people say: That is not sur-
prising, Michael. They are the richest 
people. So maybe they pay the most in 
taxes; maybe they should get the big-
gest benefit. 

The reality is very different because 
somebody is going to have to pay for 
this bill. It is either going to be the 
cuts that they are going to make to 
Medicaid, which are cuts to a program 
for healthcare coverage for people in 
this country that are poor or working 
poor, or they are not going to pay for 
it at all. 

And if they don’t pay for it at all, the 
people who are going to have to pay for 
it are the kids of police officers and 
firefighters all over our country who 
are going to have to pay the debt that 
is incurred by Donald Trump’s tax bill, 
which is what happened the last time. 

The chairman will remember that. 
They didn’t pay for it the last time. 
And when they didn’t pay for it the 
last time, every working person in 
America is having to pay for it because 
of the interest rates that are on our na-
tional debt. 

My friend from Virginia was the 
mayor of Richmond. This tax policy is 
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one—and I know my colleague from 
California wants to go; so I am going to 
stop. But this tax policy is equivalent 
to the mayor of Richmond waking up 
one morning and saying: I am going to 
borrow more money than we have ever 
borrowed in the city’s history. 

And I would say to him: I am worried 
about that. What are you going to do 
with that money? I am worried about 
what you might spend it on. Tell me 
what you are going to spend it on. 

Are you going to spend it on parks? 
No. 
Are you going to spend it on infra-

structure? 
No. 
Are you going to spend it on mental 

health, which we desperately need all 
over the country? 

No. 
Early childhood education, K- 

through-12 education, the university in 
our community? 

No, no, no. 
What are you going to do with all 

this money that you are borrowing? 
Well, I am going to give it to the two 

richest neighborhoods in Richmond, 
VA, and I am going to expect that it 
will trickle down to everybody else in 
Richmond. 

You would be run out on a rail for 
doing that, which is why no mayor in 
America has ever done that. No Gov-
ernor in America has ever done that. 
And Donald Trump is about to try to 
do it for the second time—for the sec-
ond time. 

And I hope that people in this body 
won’t be fooled by it, because we saw it 
before. 

And we could get a big bipartisan 
vote in this Senate to begin to reestab-
lish a set of economic rules that is ac-
tually lifting the fortunes of the vast 
majority of people in this country, in-
stead of giving these tax cuts to the 
people in America who need it least. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from California. 
Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. President, it is a 

great day to be a billionaire in Amer-
ica; for the rest of us, not so much. Egg 
prices are the highest they have ever 
been. Rent is through the roof. Pre-
scription drug costs are squeezing fam-
ilies and seniors. But billionaires like 
Elon Musk—billionaires—are doing 
just great. In fact, they are about to be 
doing a whole lot better because, if 
Donald Trump and my Republican col-
leagues have it their way, they are 
about to get another massive hand-
out—a $4.5 trillion handout, to be pre-
cise—yes, trillion with a ‘‘t’’—and one 
that will explode the national debt. 

This bill, the one we will all, but cer-
tainly soon, consider on this very floor, 
reads like a thank-you card to the 
ultrawealthy. It supercharges the 
President’s 2017 billionaire windfall. 

But how, we should ask, are we going 
to pay for it? Well, we already know; 
don’t we? They are going to come after 
Medicaid. Forty-four percent of their 
proposed cuts to fund this tax cut for 
billionaires are to Medicaid. 

They are going to come after Medi-
care and healthcare generally. They 
are going to come after the services 
that keep our veterans housed, our 
communities healthy, our children edu-
cated. All of it—all of it—is on the 
chopping block, and here is the thing: 
They are already chopping away. 

So let’s be crystal clear about what 
Republicans are asking us to consider. 
It is a smash-and-grab, targeting not 
the local store but the national Treas-
ury—a cash grab from the programs 
that keep so many hard-working fami-
lies afloat and what will be the biggest 
wealth transfer in modern American 
history, and in exactly the wrong di-
rection, from the working and middle- 
class families to the uberrich, at a time 
when billionaires need it the least. 
Now, don’t get me wrong. I am all for 
people succeeding beyond their wildest 
imagination. But like everyone else, 
they should earn it through hard work, 
not by stealing it from working people. 

All of this comes as Elon Musk and 
Donald Trump seek to co-opt every 
lever of government to go after anyone 
who dares stand up to them. When I 
called out Musk for seeking access to 
Americans’ personal banking and fi-
nancial data from the IRS, he 
retweeted one of the replies and aimed 
it at—well, me, yours truly. 

It read: 
He’s not trying to snoop around my per-

sonal finances. He’s trying to snoop around 
yours— 

Meaning mine. 
They are not even hiding it anymore. 

The goal has never been to cut govern-
ment waste or make government more 
efficient. No, the goal is to help their 
wealthy friends and go after anyone 
who dares criticize them or holds them 
accountable. They plan to use a 
weaponized IRS, a weaponized DOJ, 
and a weaponized FBI to investigate 
and prosecute and persecute Donald 
Trump’s enemies, not just elected offi-
cials like myself but anyone who steps 
out of line: business owners, big or 
small, who could be next in line for an 
audit if they express their opposition 
to the President and what he is doing 
to hurt them with tariffs or anything 
else, or journalists who write stories 
that the President doesn’t like—any-
one—because anyone standing up to 
them is standing in the way of their 
very simple, well-demonstrated goal: 
One-man rule—give Donald Trump all 
the power, so he can take from the 
poor and give to the rich to feed his ego 
and bank account and that of his pals. 

Remember the winter of 2023? Donald 
Trump stood at the gold-plated Mar-a- 
Lago podium and told a room full of 
the richest people in America: 

You’re all people that have a lot of money. 
. . . You’re rich as hell. . . . We’re going to 
give you tax cuts. 

Most of my California constituents 
are not ‘‘rich as hell’’—far from it—and 
Donald Trump couldn’t care less about 
them. The vast majority of them make 
less in a decade than it costs to pay the 
million-dollar membership fee at Mar- 

a-Lago, let alone the amount necessary 
to get a gold-plated promise from the 
now-President that their taxes will get 
lowered. 

But for this administration, it has 
never been about ordinary Americans. 
And if you look at what Donald Trump 
is proposing here, the priority is ex-
ceedingly clear. If you look at what 
Elon Musk has done over the last few 
weeks, his priority is pretty damn 
clear as well. 

A single mother choosing between 
paying rent and buying groceries, that 
is not the priority. A veteran won-
dering if the housing assistance that 
helped them get off the street is going 
to dry up, that is not their priority. 
But that billionaire who wants another 
yacht, now that is their priority. When 
a CEO wants another corporate loop-
hole, that is the priority. 

Now, of course, they won’t put it that 
way. They will tell you this is about 
spurring investment or creating jobs or 
unleashing the power of the free mar-
ket. We have heard that story before. 
Remember 2017, when Donald Trump 
gave trillions to the wealthy and prom-
ised these tax cuts would pay for them-
selves? Guess what—and you won’t be-
lieve this. They didn’t. They didn’t pay 
for themselves. In fact, they exploded 
the deficit by as much as $2 trillion. 
And now they are telling us the only 
way to fix the hole they dug is by cut-
ting services for the Americans who ac-
tually need them and, of course, more 
tax cuts for rich people. 

We all heard it when they told us: If 
we just cut corporate taxes a bit more, 
the savings are sure to trickle down to 
working families. Well, they didn’t. 
Corporate profits hit record highs. CEO 
bonuses soared, but wages—wages for 
regular people—they barely budged, to 
the point where it would take an aver-
age worker at an S&P 500 company al-
most 200 years to make what their CEO 
made last year. Just think about that 
for a moment. It would now take an av-
erage worker at an S&P 500 company 
almost 200 years to make what their 
CEO made last year. 

How is that right? How is that fair? 
How is that good economics? And how 
could they possibly want to make that 
worse? 

What is their goal? To provide an-
other tax cut for the wealthy so that it 
will now take 300 years for an average 
worker to make what their CEO 
makes? 

We are hearing the same pitch all 
over again, but, I will tell you, what 
has changed since 2017, since that last 
big give-away? Nothing. Nada. Bubkes. 
They want you to believe that we can 
afford to shower the wealthiest people 
and corporations with even more tax 
breaks, but we can’t afford to pay Fed-
eral workers, including a ton of vet-
erans who dedicated their lives to serv-
ing this country at home and abroad. 

Now, we can hand trillions to mil-
lionaires and billionaires, but we can’t 
afford to help families afford childcare, 
or hire firefighters, or fund critical 
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cancer research—that the real problem, 
they would have you believe, in the 
richest country in the world is the pro-
gram that helps seniors retire with dig-
nity. 

At the end of the day, governing is 
about choices. The choices aren’t al-
ways easy. There are very few clear 
choices in a complex and robust democ-
racy, but this should not be a hard 
choice, because today we are not asked 
what we can afford. We are asked what 
we choose to afford. We could choose to 
invest in our children, in our workers, 
in our future; or we can choose to hand 
the wealthiest Americans another tax 
cut they don’t need. We can choose to 
honor the commitments we made to 
seniors, to veterans, to families strug-
gling to get by; or we can choose to 
break those commitments just to make 
sure that Elon Musk’s tax bill stays as 
low as humanly possible. After all, 
launching your car into space isn’t 
cheap. 

We could choose to build an economy 
that works for everyone, or we could 
choose to keep writing blank checks to 
those who already have more than they 
could spend in a hundred lifetimes or 
200 or 300. 

Donald Trump has made his choice. 
Elon Musk has made his choice. What 
will we choose? 

Donald Trump and Elon Musk would 
have you believe that America is 
broke. 

America isn’t broke, but it is broken 
for so many people who actually do the 
work. 

So, no, it is not a great day to be a 
teacher struggling to pay the rent or a 
nurse working a double shift just to af-
ford groceries. It is not a great day to 
be a retiree watching Social Security 
and Medicare under attack. But it is a 
great day to be a billionaire in Amer-
ica, and that, my colleagues, is exactly 
the problem. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. JUS-

TICE). The Senator from Hawaii. 
Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, when I 

immigrated to this country from 
Japan, as a young girl, I spoke no 
English. But when I enrolled at Koko 
Head Elementary, I met Ms. Petri, the 
school librarian who read to us every 
week. It was Ms. Petri who helped me 
learn English and instilled in me a life-
long love of reading. The public edu-
cation I received at school at Koko 
Head Elementary, gave me—a girl from 
very humble beginnings—the oppor-
tunity to get ahead. 

My story is not unique. Our public 
education system has enabled genera-
tions of Americans to get ahead and 
has been essential to our country’s eco-
nomic success and global leadership. 
But despite their promises to make life 
better for working Americans, Donald 
Trump, Elon Musk, and their billion-
aire buddies have set their sights on 
gutting support for public education. 
Trump has made no secret of his desire 
to eliminate the Federal Department 
of Education altogether. 

Thankfully, the Department of Edu-
cation was created by Congress, and 
only an act of Congress can eliminate 
it. But, even so, Trump’s assault on the 
Federal Government is already under-
mining the Department’s ability to 
meet its mission of supporting our Na-
tion’s students and teachers. And in 
their quest to give trillions in hand-
outs to Trump’s billionaire buddies, 
Republicans are poised to gut the De-
partment of Education and programs 
on which millions of American children 
rely. They have no problem elimi-
nating Federal funding for programs 
that support low-income students, low- 
income schools, students with disabil-
ities, students experiencing homeless-
ness, and much more. 

Just look at Project 2025. They want 
to eliminate funding for title I schools, 
which supports low-income students. 
We are talking about funding for 49,000 
title I schools throughout the country, 
including 170 schools in my State of 
Hawaii. 

They have no problem coming after 
Federal funding for programs that pro-
vide afterschool care, childcare, and 
even school meals. None of this is hy-
pothetical. Cutting afterschool pro-
grams could make life even harder for 
working parents already struggling to 
make ends meet. 

Republicans don’t seem to give a rip 
about the millions of children in their 
schools. They care about one thing and 
one thing only: delivering for their bil-
lionaire buddies. But Democrats care 
about you, about your family, and 
about your children’s fundamental 
right to a quality public education. 
That is why Senator PETERS and I will 
be introducing a series of amendments 
to this massive, misguided budget pro-
posal to fund a giveaway for billion-
aires at the expense of our kids. Our 
amendments will protect our schools 
and the services children and families 
rely on, including an amendment to 
protect school meals. 

This is a simple amendment. It would 
prevent any reduction in funding for 
the National School Lunch Program 
and Breakfast Program, which have 
been wildly successful in feeding 29.6 
million children at 95,000 schools na-
tionwide every single day, including 
93,000 children in Hawaii, 102,000 chil-
dren in South Dakota, 518,000 children 
in South Carolina, and many, many 
more. Every single State has thousands 
of children who rely on the school 
meals paid for by the Federal Govern-
ment. 

From coast to coast and beyond, 
these programs keep our kids from 
going hungry. For many kids, school 
meals are the only meals they can 
count on all day. I can’t believe we are 
standing here fighting over whether or 
not kids have the right to eat, but ap-
parently even that is controversial to 
my Republican colleagues. 

So here we are. It is simple, Mr. 
President. We have no business depriv-
ing our kids of lunch to fund massive 
giveaways to Trump and his billionaire 
buddies. It is that simple. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada. 
Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to speak on an issue that will af-
fect millions of hard-working families, 
seniors, children, veterans, and any 
American who relies on essential serv-
ices. 

As we will soon see, Republicans are 
going to use the budget reconciliation 
process—a tool that was originally de-
signed to help rein in wasteful spending 
and lower the national debt—to pass 
massive new tax cuts for billionaires 
and the ultrawealthy. To pay for these 
tax breaks, they are proposing dev-
astating cuts to vital programs that 
people in my State of Nevada rely on, 
including Medicaid, SNAP, supple-
mental programs for women, infants 
and children. 

Let me say that again. Congressional 
Republicans are going to cut critical 
government programs like Medicaid 
and SNAP in order to give the wealthi-
est Americans even more tax cuts. You 
got that right. 

Their policies are, well, billionaires 
win and families lose. This isn’t fiscal 
responsibility; it is moral negligence. 
This isn’t just about economic policy; 
this is about the livelihoods of every-
day Americans. 

At a time when Nevadans are already 
grappling with economic hardship and 
the rising cost of living, these actions 
by my Republican colleagues are just 
plain wrong. They are just out of step. 
Instead of using this budget process to 
provide relief for hard-working fami-
lies, Republicans are exploiting it to 
push through policies that benefit bil-
lionaires like Elon Musk while leaving 
millions of Americans—I will say ev-
eryday, hard-working families, regular 
people, everyday people—leaving them 
all behind, leaving you in the lurch. 
Again, their motto seems to be ‘‘bil-
lionaires win, families lose.’’ 

Let’s remember what Senate Demo-
crats did with the budget process when 
we were in the majority. Anybody re-
member? Well, we gave Medicare the 
power to negotiate for lower prescrip-
tion drug prices. We capped the cost of 
insulin at $35 a month. We helped hard- 
working Americans who are being 
crushed by high costs. We stood up to 
corporate interests on behalf of the 
middle class. Now my Republican col-
leagues are in the majority. What do 
they want to do? Well, again, billion-
aires win, families lose. They want to 
give additional billions in tax breaks 
to the wealthiest Americans while the 
rest of us are footing the damn bill. 

The numbers tell the story. Extend-
ing these tax cuts would give the top 1 
percent of earners—those making 
roughly $750,000 a year or more—a tax 
cut averaging more than $60,000 a year. 
I am going to put that in perspective 
for a moment. The tax cut that the top 
1 percent would get is more than the 
total income of most families who rely 
on Medicare or SNAP or just most fam-
ilies in general. It is the top 1 percent. 
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The two programs Republicans are 

planning to cut, Medicare and SNAP, 
they are going to cut them in order to 
pay the tax cuts—trillions of dollars— 
for who? Elon Musk and their billion-
aire buddies. So you heard that right. 
These expanded tax cuts will cost the 
Federal Government $4.2 trillion. 

You might be asking yourself, wait, 
so how are Republicans going to pay 
for all of this? In order to help offset 
some of that cost, they are going to de-
crease funding for Medicaid, SNAP, and 
other services that support people with 
disabilities and elderly individuals. 

Medicaid alone provides health cov-
erage to almost 80 million Americans, 
including children, seniors, and people 
with disabilities, like I said. And these 
cuts would directly harm some of the 
most vulnerable people in our society, 
making it harder and harder for them 
to get the kind of lifesaving care or 
just any care that they may need. 

In my State of Nevada, more than 
800,000 people rely on Medicaid for their 
healthcare—800,000. Any reduction in 
its funding would leave these individ-
uals—some of them our friends, our 
neighbors; they go to church with us— 
a reduction in funding is going to leave 
these individuals without access to af-
fordable healthcare or the ability to 
see a doctor. 

Similarly, SNAP is a lifeline for mil-
lions of families seeking to feed their 
children—just feed their children. It 
feeds our seniors. It helps our working 
parents. It is estimated that more than 
40 million people rely on SNAP just to 
put food on the table. Nearly one in six 
people in Nevada benefited from SNAP 
last year, the majority of whom are 
children. You have that right—one in 
six people benefited from SNAP in Ne-
vada. The majority of them are chil-
dren. 

So we are talking about parents who 
rely on this program to make sure that 
their kids don’t go to bed hungry or 
that they have breakfast before they 
go to school. They are feeding hungry 
kids. But Republicans are proposing 
cuts to SNAP that would affect mil-
lions of families, driving up food inse-
curity, placing an additional burden on 
those who can least afford it. 

On top of these cuts, you have to con-
sider the cuts that the Trump adminis-
tration has already made, actions that 
are hurting veterans’ services, 
healthcare, and good-paying jobs re-
building our infrastructure. 

The Trump administration has al-
ready made cuts to the staff of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, including 
the people that staff the Veterans as-
sistance hotline. These cuts are going 
to have a severe impact on our vet-
erans. They served our country with 
honor. They deserve the best possible 
care when they return home. Cutting 
doctors and nurses and counselors and 
people who answer the help line—how 
is that helping those who protected us, 
who keep our homeland safe? We owe 
them that. Well, these cuts aren’t 
showing that at all. 

The administration has already tar-
geted Medicare for staffing cuts that 
could undermine healthcare access for 
seniors across the country. Nearly one 
in five seniors depends on Medicare for 
their healthcare needs, and for many, 
it is their only source of care. Letting 
go of Medicare employees will impact 
seniors’ ability to access this literal 
lifeline. 

We have also seen attacks from the 
Trump administration on job-creating 
infrastructure projects like those au-
thorized in the bipartisan infrastruc-
ture law, the Inflation Reduction Act. 
These projects—well, what I want to 
tell you is that they support good-pay-
ing, American jobs—good-paying jobs 
in construction and engineering and 
public works. They fix our roads and 
our bridges and our trains, our grid. It 
matters. They build the rail systems 
that help connect our communities. 
These are American jobs on American 
roads, on American rail, on American 
bridges. We should be keeping these 
jobs and investing in our infrastruc-
ture. These are the folks who help mod-
ernize our airports. I can tell you, in 
my State of Nevada, they support our 
travel and tourism jobs—a top industry 
for us. 

These jobs modernizing our airports 
and our infrastructure help everyone 
across this country, every American— 
American jobs in America for Ameri-
cans. 

We should be investing in our infra-
structure, but the cuts made by the 
Trump administration mean that 
projects all over the country are in 
limbo. Even delayed projects are going 
to cost jobs and make it harder to re-
build our Nation’s infrastructure. 

In Nevada, we know how important 
infrastructure investments are to keep-
ing our economy moving and our com-
munities safe. We are talking about 
jeopardizing projects to build new solar 
energy installations and even expand-
ing access to high-speed internet. For 
us, that is nearly half a billion dollars’ 
worth of Federal funding that has been 
allocated for Nevada to connect rural 
communities across our State to just 
reliable internet. 

The loss of funding for projects like 
this one just doesn’t stop at people ac-
cessing the internet; it will hurt people 
who are counting on the jobs a project 
would create, particularly in our rural 
communities. 

The numbers here are staggering, and 
the impact is undeniable. We are talk-
ing about cuts that have the potential 
to impact millions of people—people 
who are working hard every day to 
make ends meet, to provide for their 
families, and to ensure they can live 
with dignity. 

These existing cuts, coupled with the 
Republicans’ proposed budget cuts, are 
just going to be devastating for Amer-
ican families, and the fact that these 
cuts are being made to give billionaires 
even more tax breaks—well, it is un-
conscionable. 

The American people deserve better. 
They deserve a government that works 

for them, that works for our families, 
not for the ultrawealthy. 

At the end of the day, Republicans 
have to decide who they are fighting 
for because right now, with this budget 
proposal, they are fighting for billion-
aires and the largest corporations that 
have already benefited from their 2017 
tax cuts. 

We cannot and we must not turn our 
backs on the American people. We can-
not allow billionaires to get richer on 
the backs of everyday Americans. We 
cannot let the motto be for this admin-
istration ‘‘billionaires win and families 
lose’’ because families are the back-
bone of America—families are the 
backbone of America—and they deserve 
respect and attention, and we cannot 
allow the billionaires to break their 
backs. 

So I urge my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to come together and put 
the American people first—people over 
billionaires. Let’s work together to 
strengthen our economy, protect our 
vital programs, and ensure that every-
one, regardless of their wealth or sta-
tus, has an equal opportunity to suc-
ceed. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMPHIBIOUS 
LANDING ON THE JAPANESE IS-
LAND OF IWO JIMA DURING 
WORLD WAR II AND THE 
RAISINGS OF THE FLAG OF THE 
UNITED STATES ON MOUNT 
SURIBACHI 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be dis-
charged from further consideration and 
the Senate now proceed to S. Res. 53. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 53) recognizing the 
80th anniversary of the amphibious landing 
on the Japanese island of Iwo Jima during 
World War II and the raisings of the flag of 
the United States on Mount Suribachi. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and that the motions to reconsider 
be considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 53) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of February 4, 
2025, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:50 Feb 20, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 0637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G19FE6.039 S19FEPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

JM
0X

7X
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-06T17:15:37-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




