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O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. MALOY) at noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy and merciful God, You desire
that we return to You with our whole
hearts. May we set aside all that draws
us away from You and bow before Your
throne of grace.

You call us to fast, to deny ourselves
the very things that overwhelm our ap-
petites and satiate our desires. May we
instead strive to quench our need for
You and find satisfaction in Your pro-
vision.

You ask us to humble ourselves, even
to the point that we grieve what we
have become and regret what we have
done. May we repent of our prideful at-
titudes, confess our transgressions, and
discover what You want us to be and
how You call us to serve.

You, O Lord, are gracious and com-
passionate, slow to anger, and abound-
ing in steadfast love. Relent, O God,
from the judgment we are due. Accept
our contrition. We rend our hearts.
Spare Your people and take pity on us,
and restore us to the joy of Your salva-
tion.

In Your benevolent name, we offer
our prayers.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the passing of the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. TURNER), the whole number
of the House is 432.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
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for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

CONGRATULATING PRESIDENT
DONALD J. TRUMP

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I congratulate Presi-
dent Donald Trump for an inspiring
speech to the Nation last night.

WELCOMING MARY BLYTHE THOMAS

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, last Wednesday, on
February 26, Lexington County, South
Carolina, grew by one as Byron and Re-
becca Thomas joyfully welcomed their
beautiful daughter, Mary Blythe
Thomas, into the world.

Born at 5:07 p.m., weighing 7 pounds,
14 ounces, and measuring 21 inches
long, Mary Blythe entered a loving and
nurturing home and community.

I am grateful for her father, Byron, a
dedicated, long-term staff member of
the Second Congressional District’s
Midlands office, serving as director of
outreach. He simultaneously serves as
a city of Cayce councilmember.

Mary Blythe is blessed to be born
into a home that will foster and guide
her to a bright and fulfilling future, in-
cluding her five wonderful grand-
parents, Jeff and Vickey Thomas, Lana
Thomas, and Bruce and Nancy Pope.

On behalf of my wife, Roxanne, and
our entire family and staff, best wishes
and warmest regards to Byron, Re-
becca, and Mary Blythe. May the years
ahead be filled with joy, love, and
blessings.

HONORING LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I rise to offer sym-
pathy to the family of Congressman
Lincoln Diaz-Balart. America has been
blessed with the service of the extended
Diaz-Balart family to the people of the
United States.

———

HONORING DAVID DEPETRILLO

(Mr. MAGAZINER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MAGAZINER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the life and legacy
of David DePetrillo, a tireless cham-
pion for Rhode Island.

For over three decades as our State’s
tourism director, David made it his
mission to showcase the best of Rhode
Island, including our historic land-
marks, small businesses, and stunning
coastlines.

To him, this work wasn’t just a job.
It was his way of life. He helped people
across the country and the world see
what Rhode Islanders have always
known, that there is no place like the
Ocean State.

Under his leadership, tourism became
a major economic driver, creating
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thousands of jobs and boosting local
businesses. He is perhaps best remem-
bered for the iconic ‘‘Biggest Little
State in the Union” campaign, which
cemented Rhode Island’s place on the
map.

David’s vision lives on in the bustling
streets of Providence and the wel-
coming small businesses of South
County.

My heart goes out to his wife, Jean,
all of his brothers and sisters, and all
who were lucky enough to know and
love him.

May his legacy endure, and may he
rest in peace.

———

WILSON STUDENTS VISIT

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I rise to recognize the
students who are participating in the
incredible Gentleman’s Agreement pro-
gram in Wilson County Schools of
North Carolina.

Through the program, they engage in
mentorship and Ileadership develop-
ment.

During a visit to the U.S. Capitol on
a tour with former Congressman G. K.
Butterfield, I had an opportunity to
speak with the group in the rotunda
about what we are doing here and the
possibilities of their future.

It is moments like these that subtly
remind us of how we can help shape the
future by inspiring and motivating our
young people.

Investing in the next generation of
leaders is critical to building a strong-
er future in eastern North Carolina and
across America. I really enjoyed speak-
ing with this group.

———

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF
THE HOUSE

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker,
pursuant to clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, I
rise to give notice of my intention to
raise a question of the privileges of the
House.

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

Resolution Censuring Representative
AL GREEN of Texas.

Whereas, on March 4, 2025, during the
joint session of Congress convened pur-
suant to House Concurrent Resolution
11, the President of the United States,
speaking at the invitation of the House
and Senate, had his remarks inter-
rupted by the Representative from
Texas, Mr. GREEN;

Whereas, the conduct of the Rep-
resentative from Texas disrupted the
proceedings of the joint address and
was a breach of proper conduct; and

Whereas, after numerous disruptions,
the Representative from Texas had to
be removed from the Chamber by the
Sergeant at Arms:
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Now, therefore, be it resolved that
Representative AL GREEN be censured;
Representative AL GREEN forthwith
present himself in the well of the
House of Representatives for the pro-
nouncement of censure; and Represent-
ative AL GREEN be censured with the
public reading of this resolution by the
Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
rule IX, a resolution offered from the
floor by a Member other than the ma-
jority leader or the minority leader as
a question of the privileges of the
House has immediate precedence only
at a time designated by the Chair with-
in 2 legislative days after the resolu-
tion is properly noticed.

Pending that designation, the form of
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from Washington will appear in
the RECORD at this point.

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That
determination will be made at the time
designated for consideration of the res-
olution.

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL OF THE RULE
SUBMITTED BY THE ENVIRON-
MENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
RELATING TO ‘“NATIONAL EMIS-
SION STANDARDS FOR HAZ-
ARDOUS AIR POLLUTANTS: RUB-
BER TIRE MANUFACTURING”

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 177, I call up
the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 61) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the Environmental Protection Agency
relating to ‘“National Emission Stand-
ards for Hazardous Air Pollutants:
Rubber Tire Manufacturing’’, and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 177, the joint
resolution is considered read.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

H.J. RES. 61

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency relating to ‘‘Na-
tional Emission Standards for Hazardous Air
Pollutants: Rubber Tire Manufacturing’ (89
Fed. Reg. 94886 (November 29, 2024)), and such
rule shall have no force or effect.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
joint resolution shall be debatable for 1
hour equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce or their respective des-
ignees.

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GRIFFITH) and the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. GRIFFITH).
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.J. Res.
61.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of my bill, H.J. Res. 61,
a resolution providing for congres-
sional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency relating to ‘‘National
Emission Standards for Hazardous Air
Pollutants: Rubber Tire Manufac-
turing.”

My resolution will repeal this suspect
rule that the Biden administration
pushed out after the election but before
President Trump’s inauguration.

This rule was flawed to begin with. It
was published on November 29, 2024,
after the election of Mr. Trump but be-
fore his administration could take of-
fice.

Further, as required by the Clean Air
Act, EPA performed a risk and tech-
nology review specifically on rubber
tire plant emissions as recently as 2020.
After the risk and technology review,
the EPA concluded that the pollutant
thresholds and emission regulations al-
ready in place were sufficient and pro-
tected public health with an ‘‘ample
margin of safety.”

Madam Speaker, under the Clean Air
Act, this should have been the end of
it, as the EPA is only required to re-
view and revise the standards on emis-
sions every 8 years. To make matters
worse, the EPA basically said the only
way to comply with the new regulation
is to buy vregenerative thermal
oxidizers, which are essentially flares
that burn off the smokestack exhaust
at the specific tire plants.

These devices are expensive and like-
ly will not be able to be installed with-
in the 3-year Clean Air Act deadline. It
is my understanding that the tire in-
dustry estimates that it will cost about
$100 million to get the regenerative
thermal oxidizers ordered, fabricated,
and installed and then about $20 mil-
lion more per year to operate the de-
vices.

While this cost is across several af-
fected plants, these figures are cer-
tainly much higher than the EPA’s es-
timates.

I also note that this rule does not af-
fect most of my constituents. I am sure
some of my constituents drive from
eastern Henry County to work at the
Danville Goodyear plant located in the
district of my neighbor, Congressman
JOHN MCGUIRE, and that facility would
be affected.

In the Rules Committee, I was erro-
neously under the assumption that this
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might affect my Yokohama Tire plant
today. I still submit, Madam Speaker,
that it could affect them because what
happens at the EPA, if they do it now
on the larger producers of tires, et
cetera, at some point, they are going to
look at doing it at the medium-sized
producers.

0 1215

The Yokohama plant that employs a
lot of people in my district, in my
hometown of Salem, Virginia, could be
affected long term, but currently it af-
fects Danville. Now, that is about 16
miles from the edge of my district. In
my area, because it is a rural area, lots
of people drive more than 16 or 17 or 18
miles, whatever the number is, to get
to a good-paying job like these facili-
ties have that make tires for the Amer-
ican market.

This rule wouldn’t be the first time
my constituents have seen an environ-
mental rule from the government in-
flicting economic pain on our rural
part of Virginia. Several years ago, an
EPA rule ended up closing down a
plant in a small town.

In the end, the Supreme Court struck
down the rule just a few weeks after
the coal-fired plant closed. It was in
Glen Lyn, Virginia. A few weeks after
the plant was closed by Appalachian
Power, the Supreme Court ruled that
the EPA hadn’t done it right. The rule
was improper and it was invalidated by
the Supreme Court, but they are not
going to come back in and reopen the
plant.

Those jobs are lost. The jobs of the
people who worked there, who then ate
lunch at the local lunch facilities, or
who might have bought a car, or might
have bought something else there in
the very small town of Glen Lyn, no
longer did so. As a result, the people
there lost their livelihood, their eco-
nomic resilience because of an erro-
neous EPA regulation.

The EPA’s callous disregard for my
peoples’ jobs is not forgotten. What
happened in Glen Lyn took about a
decade. The population dropped, and
last year, they turned in their charter
to be a town. They are now an unincor-
porated census area inside of Giles
County, and it all started with an EPA
regulation that was misguided and im-
properly done.

I submit, Madam Speaker, that this
regulation is probably not properly
done, but that is for the courts to de-
cide. We can fix it, though, here in Con-
gress with this Congressional Review
Act.

Some on the other side may say, if
we repeal this regulation, we are let-
ting tire manufacturers get away with
unchecked pollution.

Madam Speaker, I say not so. That is
not so. The EPA’s National Emission
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollut-
ants would still exist. All major
sources would still have to abide by
their Clean Air Act Title V permits and
various other Federal and local con-
trols and regulations.
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